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SECTION I. 

1 BOOKS. 

I. Traite fur le Venin de la Vipere, fur les Poifons 
/imericains , fur le Laurier Cerife , et fur quelques 
autres Poifons■ vegetaux. On y a joint des cb- 
fervations fur la firuclure primitive du corps ani¬ 
mal i differentes experiences fur la reproduction 
des nerfs ; et la defcription d'un nouveau canal 
de l'ceil. i. e. Treatife on the Poifon of the Vi¬ 
per, on the American Poifons , on the Lauro-Ce- 
rafus, and on fome other vegetable Poifons. To 
which are added , Obfervations on the primitive 
firuClure of the animal body \ different experi¬ 
ments on the reproduction of nerves \ and the de¬ 
fcription of a new canal of the eye. By Felix 
Fontana, Natural Philofopher to his R. H. the 
Vol. V. N° I. A Arch - 
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Archduke grand duke of tfufcany, and director 
of his cabinet of natural hijlory. 4to. Florence, 

178 r, 2 vols. with 10 copper-plates. Vol. I. 
355 P a g es - Vo1 - II. 373 pages. 

T HESE two volumes are inferibed to the 
academy of Upfal. The whole of the 
firft and a confiderable part of the fe- 
cond volume are allotted to the poifon of the 
viper. The obfervations on this fubjed arc di¬ 
vided into four parts. Of thefe the firft w2s 
publifhed in Italian fo long ago as the year 1765, 
and tranflated into French foon after by M. 

Darcet. Something happened which delayed 

! 

tfie publication of this tranfl'ation, and in 1776, 
the author coming to Paris, furnifhed M. Dar¬ 
cet with feveral additions and corrections, which 
were likewife tranflated. The year following 
appeared a work on the ufe of the volatile alkali 
fluor as an antidote to the poifon of the viper, 
in which are many afiertions repugnant to what 
had been publifhed ten years before by our au¬ 
thor. The perufal of this book induced him 
to make new experiments, and to this circum- 
ftance we owe the fecond, third, and fourth 
parts of his treatife. While the work was in the 
prefs, the ingenious and indefatigable author 

was 



Was employed in varying and multiplying his 
experiments. Of the refults, which are related 
in a fupplement, we fhall give an account un¬ 
der their refpeftive heads. 

The firft part of the treatife begins with a 
concife view of the opinions of former writers 
concerning the poifon of the viper. Before the 
time of Redi, we are told, it was not known in 
what this poifon confifts. It was he who firft 
difcovered the yellow fluid that renders the bite 
of the viper poifonous-, but he was miftaken 
with regard to the feat of this fluid, which he 
fuppofed to be in the membrane that covers the 
canine teeth. This miftake was adopted more 
than half a century afterwards by James in his 
Dictionary, who has likew,ife copied all tfie erro¬ 
neous opinions of Mead concerning the faline 
nature of the poifon. 

This concife hiftorical view of the fubje<ft is 
followed by an accurate defcription of the num¬ 
ber, ftrufture and ufe of the teeth of the viper. 

.—The mechanifm by which the viper raifes its 
canine teeth when it bites, is allowed to be well 
defcribed by Nichols in the appendix to Mead’s 
treatife on poifons.- The virus ifllies, it feems, 
from the point of each canine tooth, and not, 
as Redi fuppofed, from the membrane which 

A 2 envelops 



envelops' thefe teeth and the other fmaller ones 
* at their bafis. Our author confirms the opinion 
fuggefted by Redi and adopted by Nichols, that- 
the latter are intended to replace the canine teeth. 
—The virus ifiues from all the canine teeth at 
once. Nichols was wrong, therefore, in aflert- 
ing, that it flpws only from one tooth on each 
fide at a time.—The receptacle of the virus is a 
little veficle, which feldom contains more than 
three or four drops, and is lituated under the 
mufcles at the fide of the upper jaw. It is co¬ 
vered by a conftri< 5 tor mufcle, which is fo con¬ 
trived that, however irritated the viper may be, 
the receptacle cannot be emptied by a fmgle 
bite. This veficle terminates in a tranfparent 
excretory diifr, which pafies through the mem¬ 
brane that furrounds the bafis of each canine 
tooth, and difcharges its contents thro’ an almoft 
imperceptible foramen at the fore part of the 
maxillary bone, which correfponds with another 
minute tube at the bafis of each canine tooth, 
fo that the poii'on is conveyed into the body of 
the tooth, and is prefied out through another 
hole at the point of the tooth. 

Our author’s experiments contradict Mead’s 
afiertion, that the bite of the viper is fatal to its 
own fpecies. They likewife prove, that it is 
• " ’ equally 
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equally harmlefs to leeches and fnails, but eels, 
lizards, &c. die of it, and it likewife kills the 
tortoife, tho* not without difficulty. 

'This poifon is neither acid nor alkaline. It 
has no particular tafte, excites no inflammation 
on the tongue, nor does it leave any acrid or 
burning fenfation on the tongue like the poifon 
of the bee or the fcorpion. It is alfo without 
tafte or fmell when dried or powdered. Our 
author has met with no philofopher bold enough 
to fwallow any of this poifon ; but his fervant, 
James Benvenuti, a Tirolefe, who was prevailed 
on to fubmit to this hazardous experiment, ob- 
lerved nothing particular in its tafte only that it 
was (lightly aftringent. It excites no pain when 
applied to the eyes, nor did it feem to occafion 
any pain when introduced into a wound in a 
dog. (Since this part of his work, however, 
was printed, the author, as he informs us in a 
fupplement, has found that the poifon of the 
viper kills animals very fpeedily when taken into 
the ftomach.- This is contradi&ory to the opi¬ 
nion of the ancients, who thought that the poi¬ 
fon of ferpents was deftructive only when ap¬ 
plied to a wound. Non gujlu fed in vulnere nocent , 
fays Celfus •, and Lucan, before him, makes 
Cato fay, Morfu virus babent , & fatum dents 

minantur \ 
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minantur j pocula morte carent). Two viper 
catchers at PiCa, who were bit, did not perceive 
the bite till the blood flowed from the pundture, 
and yet both thefe perfoiis were afterwards af- 
fedted by the poilon. Thefe are; proofs, our 
author thinks, that no acrid falts exift in the 
virus. 

He thinks it probable that this fluid, which 
is fo poifonous to certain animals, may in the 
viper itfelf be efiential to digeftion. It pre- 
ferves its energy, we are told, for a long time, 
even for years, in a viper’s tooth, without 
lofing its colour or tranfparency, and becomes 
as adtive as ever if the tooth is placed in warm 
water long enough to diflolve the poifon, which 
feems to be a gummy fubftance. Stopping up 
the orifice of the canine tooth with wax, which 
is faid to be a trick fometimes pradtifed by viper 
catchers, cannot always be done with impunity, 
as fome of the virus, inftead of palling into the 
body of the tooth, may be prefled into the 
membranous Iheath at its bafis. 

The author next endeavours to afcertain the 
caufe of death in animals bit by the viper. It 
is not true, he obferves, that the globules of 
the blood (as they are improperly called) are 
decompofed by this virus. - Convulfions, which 

animals 
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animals of cold blood hardly,ever experience, 
when bit by the viper, and thofe of hot blood 
not always, are no proof that the virus contains 
cauftic falts which irritate. Opium, tho’ never 
fufpe&ed of containing any fuch falts, excites 
convulfions, and thefe fymptoms, it is added, 
are not always the effects of irritation, but ra¬ 
ther of the equilibrium between the antagonift 
mufcles being deftroyed,; and every one muft 
have obferved that animals, who die of hae¬ 
morrhage, die with horrid convulfions. He is 
of opinion that opium occafions convulfions by 
deftroying, in an irregular manner, the irrita¬ 
bility of the mufcular fibre. He fuppofes the 
poifon of the viper to be analogous in its effects 
to opium, and that, like mephitic air, it kills by 
deftroying the irritability of the mufcular fibre 
and difpofing it to putrefaction. He thinks it 
probable that all the animal and vegetable poi- 
fons a< 5 t in a fimilar manner. He obferves that 
of all the venomous animals, hitherto known, 
none feems to pofiefs fo aCtive a poifon as the 
frefh-water polypus. In an inftant it deprives 
worms of their living principle, of which they 
are otherwife fo tenacious, being extremely ir¬ 
ritable. • Its mouth or its lips can hardly be laid 
to touch the worm, before the latter is dead, 

and 
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and yet in this cafe no wound i 4 inflidtcd, as thd 

polypus has no teeth or other inftrument with 
which it can penetrate the (kin. 

The ingenious Abbe here takes occafiori to 
mention a fingular motion of the heart in a little 
microfcopic animal, which Lewenhoeck, fup- 
pofing it to have wheels, has called Rotifer , or 
the wheel polypus. Thefe fuppofed wheels our 
author has found to be moveable arms, placed 
round the two trunks of the polypus, and which 
it moves with fo much quicknefs as to refemble 

v - 

a wheel. This fpecies of polypus is a gelatinous 
worm, which is commonly found in the earth 
or fand walked into the leaden gutters on the 
tops of houfes. But the moft curious circum- 
ttance in the hiftory of this little animal is the 
motion of its heart, which is very vifible with 
the microfcope, and appears to be abfolutely 
immoveable except when the animal moves its 
wheels or arms, and which it does only when it 
fwims. In this animal, therefore, the heart ap> 
pears to be a voluntary mufcle, and during the 
greater part of its life is inactive j and yet this 
interruption of the circulation does not prevent 
its moving like other worms when its heart does 
not beat. He thinks that fome of his readers 
may doubt whether he has not miftaken the 

ftomach 
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ftomach for the heart of the animal. This he 
allows to be pofiible, but he contends that, al- 
lowing it to be the ftomach, the ftru&ure of 
the animal will not be deemed lefs fingular, as 
an organ like the ftomach, fubjcd: to the will, 
is not known to exift in any other animal. He 
has dried a polypus of this fpecies and kept it 
in this ftate two years and a half, during which 
time it looked like a drop of dry glue, and yet 
when put into water it recovered its life and 
motion in two hours. He has likewife dried 
in the open air the Seta equina , or Gordius of 
Linnaeus, till it had loft almoft the whole of 
its bulk and weight, and looked like a ftraw 
that has been trampled on 5 and yet in lefs than 
half an hour, upon being put into water, this 
worm recovered its life and former fize. He 
has fince met with other little animals that have 
fimilar properties. He means toTpeak of all 
thefe in a work on the life and apparent death of 
animals. Very different, however, from all this 
it is, he adds, with the irritability which the 
mufcular fibres of animals lofe when poifoned 
by the viper, for in thefe the principle of mo¬ 
tion is loft for ever. 

In the fecond part of his work the author 
treats of the effects of the poifon of the viper 
Vox.. V. N° I. B on 
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on the different parts of animals. The experi¬ 
ments for thefe purpoles were made on pigeons, 
guinea pigs, rabbits, cats, dogs, and frogs. A 
% pigeon, bit by a viper in one of its legs, died 
in 12 minutes ; a fecond pigeon, bit by the 
fame viper, died in 18 ; a third in 16; a fourth 
in 52 minutes,, and a fifth in 20 hours; a 
fixth was but little affedted, and a feventh not 
at all, fo that before the laft was bit, the poifon 
of the viper feems to have been totally exhauft- 

ed. He finds that an animal dies fooner if bit 

/ / 

in two places than if only in one ; that the virus 
foon proves fatal to puppies, but that full- 
grown dogs generally recover tho* bit repeatedly 
by four vipers; that cats refill the effedts of 
this poifon more than dogs, as in none of his 
trials did thefe animals, tho* bit by four and 
even fix vipers, die, tho* they were much af- 
fedled ,by the experiment: to produce death, 
he thinks, would require ten or twelve vipers. 

Next follow experiments on the effedts of the 
bite of. the. viper on different parts of animals. 
A tendon deprived of its fheath, in a rabbit, 
. did not feem to be affedted by the poifon. It is 
true, indeed, that the rabbit died foon after, 
but the expofure of the tendon, we are told, is 
alone fufficient to produce death in this animal. 

In 
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In the courfe of this part of his work the 
author endeavours to afcertain the quantity of 
virus requifite to kill different animals. His 
experiments fhew that 7 ~- of a grain, intro¬ 
duced into a mufcle through a wound, proves 
fatal to a fparrow ; and that five or fix times 
this quantity will infallibly kill a pigeon. The 
fparrows, on which he made his experiments, 
weighed fomewhat lefs than an ounce each, and 
• the pigeons rather more than fix ounces. On 
'this ground, therefore, he fuppofes that to pro¬ 
duce a fimilar effect in an ox, allowing its weight 
to be 750 pounds, 12 grains of the virus will 
be required, and 3 grains in a man, whofe 
weight is about 150 pounds. He is of opinion 
that the effeft of the virus is proportioned to 
its quantity. He obferves that a viper, of a 
moderate fize, contains only two grains of virus 
in its veficle, but as the animal gives out only 
a fmall part of its poifon at each bite, he con- 
jettures that twenty vipers would be required to 
kill an ox, and five or fix to produce the fame 
effect in a man. 

In the third part of the work our author at¬ 
tempts to afcertain the length of time the virus 
requires to produce its efie&s. For this purpofe 
Jie cut off the legs of feveral pigeons and frogs, 

B 2 and 
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and thefe parts were bit the moment they were 
amputated, but without any effedt. In others 

the limb was cut off immediately after the bite, 

* 

but the refult was the fame in thefe as in the 
preceding experiments ; a proof that the virus 
requires a certain time to produce its effecb, 
and this period, we are told, is found to vary 
according to the fize of the animal. 
s We are next prefented with fome inquiries con¬ 
cerning the adtion of the poifon on the blood of 
animals'. The poiion of two vipers injedted into 
the jugular vein of rabbits inftantly produced 

i • 

convulfions, and in lefs than two minutes, death. 
On difiedtion the blood in the heart and great 
veffels was found coagulated. In one inftance, 
indeed, it failed to produce thefe effedls, and in 
another the animal lived feveral hours ; but in 
both thefe the author acknowledges l^e was not 
fufficiently accurate with his injedtion. 

It appears from a great number of experi¬ 
ments that the virus produces no effedt when 
applied to the nerves j and he is led to imagine, 
that-the cpmmon fymptoms of what are called 
nervous diforders are doubtful and fallacious; 
that they may exift without any apparent diforder 
of, the nerve, and that a fimple alteration in the 
ftate of the blood is fufficient to excite all thefe 

phenomena 
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phenomena and that in an inftant. He con¬ 
cludes that if Mead had been aware that a very 
fmall quantity of the poifon of the viper kills 
inftantaneoufly when injected into the blood, 
and yet is perfe« 5 lly innocent when applied to the 
nerves, he would certainly not have had recourfe 
to animal fpirits and to the nerves, to explain 
the attion of the poifon on animals. 

When our author afierted in the firft part of 
his work, that the poifon kills by deftroying irri¬ 
tability, he was not aware of thefe circumftances; 
viz. its effe< 5 ts on the bloods and its inefficacy 
when applied to the nerves. He now thinks 
this hypothefis muft in part be modified, as this 
lofs of irritability is rather an effeft than a caufe, 
and is a confequertce of the change produced in 
the blood by the virus rather than an effect of 
the virus on the mufcular fibre. 

In the fourth part of his treatife he examines 
the effe&s of the different remedies that have 

% i 

been hitherto recommended ag-ainft the bite of 

O 

the viper. • - . 

His inquiries, relative to the quantity of virus 
requifite to produce death in different animals, 
render it, as we have already feen, extremely 
doubtful whether it ever proves fatal to the 
human fpecies. Of the perfons who are bit by 

the 
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the viper it is very rare, our author obferves, 
to hear of two who have ufed the fame remedy, 
and yet they all recover; and from this circum- 
ftance he argues, that a difeafe which gives way 
to every remedy, even to oppofite ones, can ne¬ 
ver be dangerous. He himfelf has feen ten or 
twelve inftances, and has heard of fifty others, 
of perforis bit by the viper, only one of whom 
died, and in this cafe deep lcarifications, which 
produced gangrene, were made in the patient’s 
arm. He quotes a few cafes from authors, 
which render it probable that even the bite of a 
rattle-fnake is not always fatal to man. 

Concerning the remedies hitherto employed 
he obferves, that De Juffieu, who, on Mead’s 
authority, fuppofed the nature of the poifon to 
be acid, employed the volatile alkali, or Eau de 
Luce , as an antidote to it. Our author finds 
this to be a remedy of no efficacy in thefe cafes, 
and the reputation which this and fome other 
means of cure have acquired, he afcribe$ to the 
circumftance of the bite of the viper being not 
always fatal to the human fpecies. In fome of 
his experiments he immerfed the wounded part 
in hot oil of turpentine, and in hot water. Both, 
thefe applications feemed to leflen the inflam¬ 
mation. Having obferved that dogs and cats 

recovered 
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recovered fooneft when they vomited mod, he 
was induced to give emetic tartar to dogs that 
had been bit. Of the vomiting excited by this 
method he obferves, that altho’ it is certainly 
not a means of cure on which we can depend, 
yet he will not fay that it is altogether ufelefs. 
Cantharides applied to the wound conftantly 
did harm by accelerating the local inflammation, 
and when given internally was, like the emetic, 
of doubtful efficacy.. The Peruvian bark w^s 
tried but without any real advantage.-^-Scarifl- 
cation produced the fame bad effedl as Cantha¬ 
rides.—Theriaca applied to the wound was of 
no ufe and common oil, tho’ formerly extolled 
by Mead as a remedy employed by viper- 
catchers, proved equally inefficacious.—Leeches, 
and fuftion by the mouth, did not in the leaft' 
retard the operation of the poifon.—He next 

tried the effeft of amputation, and he found that 
guinea pigs, who were bit in the leg, generally 
recovered when the amputation was performed 
in lefs than fix minutes after the bite. A rabbit, 
bit in its ear, was no more affe&ed than an¬ 
other, whofe ear had been cut off without beino- 
bit. In other rabbits the fame thing was ob- 
ferved at the end of fix, and in a puppy at the 
end of twenty minutes. He now attempted to 

determine 




determine the effect of biting the fkin and then 
cutting out the part; and he found in feveral 
experiments with rabbits and dogs, that the. ani¬ 
mals efcaped the ufual effects of the pojfon if 
the excifion was performed within twenty mi¬ 
nutes after the bite. 

Having proved that the poifon is communi¬ 
cated, not by the nerves, but by the blood, he 
began to think that a method of preventing its 
effects, eafier and lefs painful than amputation, 
might be adopted ; viz. a ligature applied tight 
enough to flop the circulation in the limb. As 
pigeons are eafily affected by the poifon he pre¬ 
ferred thefe for the experiment. Immediately 
after one of thefe had been bit in the leg, a rib¬ 
band was tied clofe round the limb. The local 
affection foon began to appear. The limb 
fwelled, became livid and approaching to fpha- 
celus. At the end of about ten hours the liga¬ 
ture was removed, and the limb gradually re¬ 
covered its natural appearance. The refult was 
the fame in five other fimilar experiments, and 
this our author confiders as a proof that the 
virus, after a certain time, lofes its efficacy. He 
has fince found, that this method, tho* it fuc- 
ceeds with pigeons and guinea pigs, is generally 
ineffectual in rabbits. He does not think it 



right, however, to rejeft it as abfolutely ufe- 
lefs. Of its effe&s in man he has had no expe¬ 
rience. He obferves that it will be unneceffary 
to make the ligature very tight, or to continue 
_ it long on the limb, as he has repeatedly feen 
the experiment fucceec^ equally well in pigeons, 
when the bandage was fo loofe as not to inter¬ 
cept the circulation, and was Removed at the 
end of an hour. 

In an appendix to thefe inquiries the author 
gives us the refult of his experiments on three 
other remedies j viz. th e pierres de Cobras (which 
have been extolled by Abbe Teemeyer, in the 
Raccolta di Opufcoli Scelti of Milan as an anti¬ 
dote to the poifon of the viper), Theriaca, and 
Quicklime. The firft of thefe was found to be 
no other than calcined hartlhorn, and of no ef¬ 
ficacy. Indeed it is obferved of the Abbe Tee¬ 
meyer, that he is a credulous writer, as'-he has 
recommended the fame remedy in caifes of hy¬ 
drophobia, and advifes a fea horfe’s tooth to be 
worn in the pocket as a fpecific againft the poifon 
of the viper. Kasmpfer’s method of cure, with 
theriaca and fcarifications, has alfo been tried 
by our author without any good effect. Quick¬ 
lime applied to the wound, in pigeons, feemed 
to be of ufe. A fimilar effedt was produced by 
Vo l. V. N° I. C abfor- 



abforbent earths. He lays no great ftrefs, how¬ 
ever, on either of thefe remedies, as the ani¬ 
mals did equally well v/hen nothing was applied 
to the wound. 

In the courfe of his experiments on this fub- 
ject, he has repeatedly feen good effects pro¬ 
duced by lunar cauftic applied to the wound, 
and given internally, at the fame time, in folu- 
tion. Rabbits, we are told, were in general 
cured by this method; but a greater variety of 
experiments mull be made with it in different 
animals before we can determine what degree 
of confidence can be placed in it as a remedy. 

Thetreatife on the poifon of the viper is fol¬ 
lowed by two effays, the firft of which relates 
-to the Ticunas, an American poifon, and the fe- 
cond to laurel-water. Both thefe papers have 
already been printed in the Philcf. Tranf Vol. 
Lxym. He now adds a fecond effay on the 
latter of thefe poifons. When his former ob- 
fcrvations were communicated to the Royal So¬ 
ciety, he was unable to determine whether the 
effential oil of theLauro-cerafus was of apoifonous 
nature; but his experiments have fince proved 
it to be no lefs fatal than the fpirit, and alfo that 
the latter preferves its deftructive qualities after 
being, almoft wholly deprived of its odorous 

and 
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and fapid parts. The efiential oil, when dried, 
•becomes a refinous fubftance, and even in this 
ftate preferves its energy. 

As a proof of the extreme activity of this 
oil, experiments-are related, which ftiew that it 
kills when applied only to the infide of the 
mouth, and of courfe without being fwallowed. 
At firft, from fome trials which he has fince 
found were not fufficiently accurate, he was 
led to think, that it might be injected into the 
veins of animals with impunity; but he has 
fince been convinced that it proves inftantly 
fatal in this way. 

It is poifonous to vipers, ferpents, and pigeons, 
not only when fwallowed, but alfo when applied 
to a wound. It proves deftructive to pigeons, 
when applied only to the eye, and when applied 
to the heart inftantly deprives it of its irritabi¬ 
lity. Notwithftanding thefe properties which 
render the oil of the Lauro-cerafus one of the 
mod terrible and fatal poilons hitherto dilcover- 
ed, we are told that in Italy it has been publicly 
fold by perfumers under the name of effence of 
bitter almonds, and that .many perfons are in 
the habit of mixing it with their ragouts. The 
prefent Grand Duke of Tufcany, it feems, has 
wifely fuppreffed this dangerous abufe ip his do- 

i 

minions. 
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After thefe obfervations and experiments on 
the poifon of the Lauro-cerafus, the author 
prefents us with the refujts of his trials with the 
Toxicodendron, which has generally been deem¬ 
ed a fatal poifon, tho* fome writers have denied 
that it pofiefies any fuch property. In examin¬ 
ing this vegetable he himfelf was thrice poifoa- 
ed by its leaves. The juice and extract of the 
plant were given to different animals without , 
any effect j but a woman, who in gathering the 
leaves had feen two little drops of the juice fall 
on the back of her hand, and who, three days 
after, obferved three minute fpots on this part, 
was feized on the fixth day with a fwelling of 
her face, neck, throat, and hands, the fkin of 
which became fo inflamed and painful as to con¬ 
fine her to her bed fifteen days, at the end of 
which time the Epidermis peeled off. Our au¬ 
thor was induced to confider this as an accidental 
difeafe, efpecially as he had applied the juice to 
the bare fkin of rabbits and pigeons, had given 
it them with their food, and had even intro¬ 
duced it into wounds in thofe animals without 
the leaft effect. He was ftill more confirmed in 
this opinion, when he had poured feveral large 
drops of the juice on the hands of two gar¬ 
deners, who indeed obferved the black fpots 
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three days after as in the other cafe, but expe-r 
rienced no other effe£t from the experiment. 
Our author now ventured to try it on himfelf. 
He accordingly touched the back of his hand 
with a fmall drop of the juice, and it produced 
nearly the fame effeft as in the woman. The 
Epidermis was in many places diftended with a 
watery fluid, and thirty days elapfed before the 
effe&s of the poifon were entirely removed. At 
the end of that period, when he thought himfelf 
cured, he was induced to make fome experi¬ 
ments on the air of the leaves, and in fo doing 
he could not avoid touching them, but as they 
were entire he thought there could be no danger 
m this. Six days after this he began to fwell 
again in the fame manner as before; but this 
iecond attack was neither fo violent nor of fo 
long duration as the firft. At .the expiration of 
three weeks he again ventured to touch the 
leaves, and in four days he experienced another 
flight repetition of the famefymptoms as before. 
The gardeners, he thinks, owed their fafety to 
their callous hands. 

Next follows an account of fome experiments 
with the oil of tobacco. In pigeons, this oil 
ufually excited vomiting when applied to a 
wound, and the limb to which it was applied 

was 
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was fometimes deprived of motion. This laft 
effe<5t, our author thinks, might be accidental. 
In no inftance did it produce death. 

We come now to fome obfervations on the 
flate of the nerves in difeafes. Hoffman in his 
Medicina Rationalise our Author remarks, and, 

• \ i 

more lately, Mufgrave, have been inclined to 
confider all difeafes as nervous. Some phyficians, 
it is added, have luppofed them to be hardened 
and dry, others flaccid and relaxed in a morbid 
ftate ; but his experiments having led him to 
obferve, that there are poifons which produce no 
effect when applied to a nerve, and yet excite 
all the fymptoms ufually called nervous, when 
injected into the blood or applied to a mufcle $ 
he doubts whether our opinions on thisfubject 
are well grounded, efpecially as he has remarked 
that in frogs the motion of the heart is not af¬ 
fected by irritating the nerves. He doubts alfo 
whether nervous medicines, as they are called, 
act upon the nerves. He is aware that opium, 
when fwallowed, has been thought to operate in 
this way •, but who will venture to afiert, fays 
he, that it is not acted upon by the gaftric juice 
and abforbed ? It has been argued indeed by 
Dr., Monro, of Edinburgh ( EJfays Phyf. and 
Lit . Vol. 3 .) that a lolution of opium in fpirits 
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of wine, applied to the nerves of frogs, pro¬ 
duced palfy j but our author, after repeating 
and varying the experiment, afierts that this ef¬ 
fect is due folely to the ipirit of wine, as no fuch 
confequence enfued when a w'atery folution of 
opium was made ufe of. His experiments have 
' convinced him that the blood is the vehicle of 
this as well as of the other poifons. 

The author next prefents us with experiments 
on the reproduction of the nerves. That a 
nerve, when divided, is capable of being re¬ 
united is a curious fact, for which anatomifts 
are indebted to Mr. Cruikfhank, who after hav¬ 
ing divided a nerve of the eighth pair in a dog, 
took out about an inch of the nerve, and found at 
the end of a certain time that the fpace was filled 
up with an irregular lubftance. ’ The late Dr. 
Hunter doubted whether this was a real regene¬ 
ration of the nerve, as did our author when he 
faw it in 1778, particularly as he had often di¬ 
vided the fciatic nerve in animals without obferv- 
ing any fuch appearance. To fatisfy his doubts on 
this fubject, he divided the fciatic nerves of 
twelve rabbits, and in fix of them he cut out 
fix or eight tenths of an inch of the nerve. Some 
of thefe animajs lived thirty days after the opera¬ 
tion, but in none of them did there appear any 
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mark of nervous reproduction. His eXpen-,' 
ments, however, did not (top here. He now 
* either divided or took out a portion of the par 
vagum, and of the intercoftal nerve, in twenty- 
four other rabbits, and in thirteen of thefe he 
afterwards ob/erved fuch a reunion as had been 
lhewn him by Mr. Cruikfliank. He examined 
the uniting fubftance with his microfcope, and 
he was convinced that it was real nerve, as be 
v could trace the continuation of the fpiral lines 
and white bands he has obferved in other nerves. 
He does not venture to afiert, however, that the' 
reproduftion is perfect, that is, that the cylinders, 
of which he fuppofes the nerves to be compofed, 
are continued through it without interruption. 
He obferves that a divifion of the phrenic nerve 
is perhaps the only experiment that can decide 
this matter. If, in this cafe, the reunion were 
to take place, the nerve, if irritated above the 
jun£lion, would excite the a&ion of the dia¬ 
phragm. This experiment, for want of fuffici- 
eht leifure, our author has not yet made, nor 
has he as yet afcertained what Other nerves, be- 
fides the eighth pair and the intercoftal, poflefs 
this power of reproduction. The failure of the 
experiment when the fciatic nerves were divided, 
he thinks, might be owing to the great motion of 

the 
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of the part. - After all, however, we are in¬ 
clined to believe that the reunion in queftion is 
brought about merely by the intervention of 
cellular fubftance.- 

, Thefe experiments are followed by obferva- 
tions on the primitive ftrutture of the animal 
body. Our ingenious and refpe&able author, 
during his refidence in London, having read 
fome account of Dr. Monro’s fuppofed difeove- 
ries in the Edinburgh Medical Commentaries, 
wrote two very polite letters to the learned pro- 
fefifor, to requeft fome farther information on 
the fubjeft. One of thefe letters was fent by the 
poll, the fecond was delivered by the hands of a 
friend ; but no anfwer was returned to either. 

Our author began his inquiries with examin¬ 
ing the nerves as they appear to the naked eye, 
when diverted of their Iheath. Viewed in this 
manner they exhibited an appearance of fpiral 
bands, like a ribband twifted round a cylinder. 
Thefe bands appeared very diftintt, and uni¬ 
formly the fame in every nerve, when viewed 
through a lens that magnified only fix times ; 

but when obferved with a microfcope of much 
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greater magnifying powers than this, the fpiral 
bands difappeared, and in their ftead were feen 
parallel and twitted fibres extending through 
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the whole courfe of the nerve. At length, 
after repeated obfervations, he found that with 
a ftronger or a weaker light he could, with the 
fame lens, have the appearance either of fpiral 
bands or twifted fibres. He now confidered 
the former of thefe as an optical deception, 
and was perfuaded that the nerves are compofed 
of twifted fibres. 

He was now defirous to determine whether 
thefe fibres are folid or hollow. For this .pur- 
pofe he divided a nerve, and viewing it through 
a lens that magnified 500 times, he could diftin- 
guifh feveral minute tranfparent cylinders, and 
having confirmed, as he thinks, this fadl by 
repeated and numerous obfervations, he ventures 
to aficrt that a nerve is compofed of a great 
number of tranfparent, homogeneous, uniform, 
very fimple cylinders, which feem to be formed 
of a very iubtile tunic, filled with a tranfparent 
gelatinous fluid that is infoluble in water. The 
cylinders, he is convinced, are the primitive or¬ 
ganic elements of the nerves. 

He next treats of the ftrutture of the brain, 
and defcribes the appearance of the cortical 
and medullary fubftances, and retina, when 
viewed through a > lens of great magnifying 
powers. The appearances exhibited by the 

tendons, 



tendons* when viewed in the fame manner, are 
alfo deferibed. In examining the diaphragm 
of a rabbit through a microfcope, he found that 
not the lead filament of a nerve paffes into its 
tendinous part, which is a proof, he thinks, 
that the tendons are deftitute of nerves, and of 
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courfe are compofed of a fubflance different 
from the mufcles. The tendinous and flefhy 
fibres, he obftrves, are intimately connected *, 
but the flefhy fibre, he contends, never becomes 
tendinous or the tendinous fibre flefhy. He de- 
feribes the difference between the nervous, mul- 
cular, and tendinous fubftances when viewed 
through a microfcope, and lpeaks highly of 
Prochafka’s work De Came Mufculari , printed 
at Vienna in 1778 ; a performance, he fays, 
which has left us but little to wifh for on this 
fubjecl. 

Our author offers fome reflections on mufcular 
motion ; but at the fame time acknowledges the 
uncertainty of our knowledge on this head. 
He is inclined to confider it as an electrical phe¬ 
nomenon, at leaft, he thinks our difeoveries 
concerning the Gymnotus and Torpedo render 
this, if not probable, at leaft poffible. 

He next deferibes the twifted fibres of the 
cellular fubflance and membranes, and likewife 
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of the hair, epidermis, nails, bones, and fat 
of the animal body. He likewife deferibes 
thefe fibres as they appeared in ivory, foflils, 
&c. when examined with a microfcope. All 
thefe different appearances are delineated in 
feveral very elegant engravings. 

The author in this part of his work takes oc- 
cafion to enter pretty fully into the fubjed of 
microfcopic errors, and mentions the means he 
has ufed to avoid them ; and yet notwithftand- 
ing his care and ingenuity it feems certain, that 
the objeds he has delineated are like the appear¬ 
ances of the fame kind which we have lately had 
occafion to mention (Vol. IV. p. 1.30) founded 
wholly on optical illufion. 

Thefe tnicrofcopical inquiries are followed by 
a letter written in 1778 to Dr. Adolphus Mur¬ 
ray, profeffor of anatomy at Upfal, and con¬ 
taining a fhort defeription of a new canal which 
our author has difeovered in the eye. This 
canal is formed by the ligamentum ciliare, or ra¬ 
ther is furrounded by that ligament. Its inter¬ 
nal furface is fmooth and equal, and it may be 
cafily detached from the fclerotica. He has 
feen both water and mercury pafs from one fide 
to the other of it, but as yet he is not able to fay 
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any thing of its ufc, or of the tranfparent fluid 
with which it is moiftened. 

We have now gone through the whole of 

this valuable and laborious performance, which 

* 

contains the refult of upwards of fix thoufand 
experiments, and we have bellowed on it that 
degree of attention which we think its impor¬ 
tance entitles it to. The author modeftly con¬ 
cludes it with acknowledging his readinefs to 
liften to criticifm and correction, but at the fame 
time protefts againft thofe pretended philofo- 
phers, who oppofe poflibilities and fcholaftic 
prejudices to fads ; and he thinks it right to 
add, that as his experiments have been nume¬ 
rous, a fmall number of different refults will, 
in his opinion, not be fufflcient to invalidate his 
aflertions. 


II. Philofophical TranfaRions of the Royal Society 
of London. Vol. LXXIII. for the year 1783. 
Part I. 4to, London, 1783. 246 pages, 

with 3 copper plates. 


1. CONCLUSION of the experiments and ohf 

^ vations concerning the attractive powers 

the mineral acids . By Richard Kirwan 17 
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F. R. S.—Having found, as exa&ly as he was 
able, the quantity of each of the mineral acids 
taken up at the point of faturation by alkalies 
and earths, and alfo that taken up by phlogitlon, 
when thefe acids are converted by it into an 
aerial form, this ingenious chemift endeavoured 
to find out how mpch of thefe acids was taken 
up at the point of faturation by each of the 
metallic fubftances, and for this purpofe pro¬ 
cured the mod faturated folution poflible of 
each metallic fubftance foluble in any of the 
acids. The refults of his experiments on this 
fubje£t are related in the prefent paper. The 
advantages refulting from thefe inquiries are, as 
the author obferves, very confiderable, not only 
in promoting chemical fcience (which being a 
phyfical analyfis of bodies, efientially requires 
an exa<ft determination, as well of the quantity 
and proportion, as of the quality of the con- 
ftituent parts of bodies) but alfo in the prac¬ 
tical way. Thus, in the firfl place, it is well 
known, that feveral important procefles are very 
inaccurately deferibed by ancient chymical 
writtrs, and even by fome of a modern date. 
They frequently, for inftance, defcribe the acid 
they employed by reference to the quantity of 
fixed alkali, earth, or metal, a given quantity 
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of fuch acid was capable of neutralizing or 
difiolving; now Mr. Kirwan’s obfervations 
immediately inform us of the quantity of real 
acid capable of performing that effedl ; the re¬ 
mainder, therefore, mult have been water ; and 
the quantity of real acid and water being known, 
the fpecific gravity is eafily found by the help 
of his tables, and then an acid of the fame 
ftrength may be formed. 2dly, The impor¬ 
tance of this knowledge in the art of phar¬ 
macy is very obvious, elpecially with regard to 
medicines formed of metallic fubftances, whofe 
powers depend on the proportion of their ingre¬ 
dients, and their aftion on each other. 3dly, 
This degree of precifion mull tend conliderably 
to the improvement of the arts of dying and 
enamelling, the procelfes by which many of 
their ingredients are procured being at prefent 
much too vague. Thus the procels at prefent 
ufed for preparing the precipitate of Caflius 
frequently fails,, the ftrength of the acids not 
being fuificiently afeertained. 4thly, The ufes 
of this knowledge in the examination of mi¬ 
neral waters, and in aflaying of ores, have been 1 
fully proved in Bergman’s elaborate treatifes 
on that fubjeft. But the end which our au- 
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thor had principally in view was to afcertain 
and meafure the degrees of affinity or attraction 
that fubfift betwixt the mineral acids, and the 
various bafes with which they may be com¬ 
bined, a fubjedt of the greateft importance, as 
it is upon this foundation that chymiftry, con¬ 
fide red as a fcience, muft finally reft. This is 
what Mr. Kirwan has done with his ufual pre- 
cifion, and after a variety of important remarks 
on chemical attraction he gives us a table of 
the quantity of bafis taken up by ioo grains of 
each of the mineral acids, and another table of 
the affinity of the three mineral acids to 
metallic fubftances. He then treats of the 
precipitation of metals by each other from the 
mineral acids; of the abfolute quantity of 
phlogifton in metals *, of the affinity of me¬ 
tallic calces to phlogifton ; of the affinity of 
the vitriolic acid and phlogifton in fulphur; 
of folutions in the vitriolic, nitrous, and marine 
acids •, of precipitations of and by iron, cop¬ 
per, tin, lead, mercury, bifmuth, nickel, co¬ 
balt, antimony, and arfenic. 

ii. A defeription of a fpecies of Sarcocele of a 
mojl ajlonifhing fize in a black man , in the JJland of 
Senegal ; with fome account of its being an ende-. 
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mial difeafe in the county of Galam. By J. P. 
Schotte, M. D. Communicated by Sir Jofeph 
Banks, Bart. P. R. S.—Of this extraordinary 
difeafe we formerly gave a fliort account (Vol. 
III. p. 426) from memory, after hearing the 
paper read at the Royal Society•, but as the 
whole of the hiftory is curious and intereft- 
ing we fhall here give it in the words of the 
author: 

“ Mr. Bifhopp,' furgeon in chief of the pro¬ 
vince of Senegambia (who now refides in Lon¬ 
don) telling me one day, that he was going to 
fee a poor black man of the Bambara nation, af¬ 
flicted with a moll extraordinary and dreadful 
difeafe in his tefticles, I accompanied him, be¬ 
ing glad of the opportunity of feeing it. We 
entered the hut, and faw the man lying on a ne- 
* gro bed, elevated about a foot from the ground. 
LJe faid to Mr. Bifhopp, that there was again an 
ulcer on his fcrotum, which had made him take 
the liberty to requeft his attendance. I looked 
at the fcrotum, and found it of an allonifhing 
fizej but the place where he lay being dark, the 
hut having no windows, and thole people hav¬ 
ing no candles, he was afked, if he could not 
walk towards the door, that we might fee better, 
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He anfwered, that he would try j but this was 
attended with much difficulty. A long cotton 
ffieet was firft fpread on the ground before the 
bed, which being done, he took, with both his 
hands, the enormous fcropjm, moved it gradu¬ 
ally on the border of the bed, let it Hide down 
gently, and put it into the middle of the ffieet: 
after this he took the two ends of the ffieet, 
palTed them up the fore-part of his body, over 
his ffioulders, and had them tied behind his 
neck. This being done he got up, placing the 
right-hand upon his right-thigh, and holding 
the ffieet with the left-hand, and proceeded in 
this manner, with his knees a little bent, (lowly 
towards the door, partly Hiding the fcrotum on 
the ground, and partly fupporting it with his 
neck by means of the ffieet. I was aftoniffied 
at its enormous fize, when I faw it in the light, 
and vet 1 negledled to meafure it, thinking at the 
time, as is often the cafe, that I ffiould have oppor¬ 
tunities enough to do it •, but the fudden invafion 
of the iHand by the French prevented me after¬ 
wards from performing it. However, according 
to my guefs, and without any exaggeration, the 
whole mafs might be about two feet and a half 
long from the os pubis to its lower extremity, 
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and about eighteen inches in diameter acrofs 
from thigh to thigh. 

Its weight I will only ftate at fifty pounds, as it 
was eftimated by Mr. Bifhopp, though I believe 
it to have been more, and indeed from its dimen- 
fions and from its being a folid mafs, it rnuft cer¬ 
tainly have exceeded that weight. It was of an 
oblong form, and refembled in fome meafure the 
fhape of the fcrotum of a bull. It felt very hard 
to the touch, and the fkin of it was fo tight, that 
it could not be pinched by the fingers. The penis 
was quite hid yi the bulk, as generally happens 
when the fcrotum is much extended, and may 
be eafily comprehended by thofe who have feen 
large ruptures. The fkin of the perinaeum and 
of the abdomen was drawn downwards, the na¬ 
vel being nearer to the os pubis than in the na¬ 
tural ftate. There was a large aperture formed 
by the fkin about a foot downwards from the 
os pubis, rather inclining towards the right-fide, 
out of which the urine came, which, however, 
did not run in a ftream, but came irregularly 
from all the interior fides of the aperture. When 
he made water, he inclined the mafs, which 
refted on the ground, a little forward, and he 
held a wooden bowl clofe underneath the aper¬ 
ture, into which the urine was immediately re- 
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ceived, that it might not run along the mafs, 
and occafion excoriation. 

There was an ulcer on the anterior part of the 

fcrotum, rather towards the left-fide, of about 

two inches long, and one inch broad and deep. 

He faid, that it had begun with a puftule or boil, 

which being broke had gradually increafed to 

this extent. The pus which came from it was 

white, thick, and of a good kind. The bottom 

of it was red, and, when touched with the 

probe, gave him very acute pain. The edges 

of it were very callous, and in appearance it did 

not much differ from an ulcer of a good kind in 

any other flefhy part of the body. No other 

remedies were 'applied to it but thofe generally 

ufed in common ulcers. It was filled up from 

the bottom with lint; a pledget of bafilicum 

was put over it, and the edges were now and 

then touched with blue vitriol. Bv thofe means 

* 

granulations began to; fhoot from all fides, the 
fore filled up gradually, and a cicatrix was 
formed. He had had fmaller ulcers of this 
kind in other parts of the fcrotum before this 
time, which, Mr. Bifhopp told me, he had 
treated with the fame fuccefs. 

The man was rather thin than fat, and might 
be about fifty years old. He himfelf, like mqfl 
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blacks, did not know his age*, and if he had 
pretended to know it, I might, perhaps, not 
have believed him : for as old age is much re- 
fpe&ed among thofe people, they are very apt, 
when they are once pafied fifty, and have grey 
hair, to call themfelves older than they really 
are, in order to command refpefk His abdo¬ 
men leemed rather empty, and appeared drawn 
in towards the fpine ^ yet I do not think, that % 
any of the ihteftines had defeended into the fero- 
tum, or if any had pafied down, the annuli of 
the abdomen mud have been To dilated as not 
to occafion the lead obftruftion in them *, for he 
never had, to my knowledge, any of thofe com¬ 
plaints or fymptoms which attend ruptures. Be- 
fides this, it is to be obferved,. that ruptures are 
not very common among the blacks about Sene¬ 
gal ; indeed I can fay, that I never law one of 

i _ 

them. 

Having thus far given an account of what I 
faw myfelf of this remarkable difeafe, I fhall 
now relate what I have been credibly informed 
of by other people concerning its beginning and 
progrefs. The man had been purchafed up 
the river as a Have, when he was about-the age 
of puberty, and brought down to Senegal, where 
he was kept as a houfe-fervant by an opulent 
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inhabitant. He was for fome years healthy and' 
well ; but afterwards his tefticles began to fwell 
infenfibly, without inflammation, pain, or any 
other inconvenience. They increafed gradually, 
though {lowly, and became fome years after 

i 

of fuch a bulk, that he was neither able to walk 
nor perform his ufual work. That he might, 
however, not be quite idle, as he was otherwife 
a ftout and able fellow, he ufed to cut bars of 
iron into pieces of a foot long, which bear a 
certain price at Senegal, and go among the 
blacks like current money. This he could do 
fitting with a chiflel and hammer, and a fmall 
anvil placed before him on the ground, his legs 
bent under him, and the big fcrotum refting on 
the ground. Mr. Bifhopp had feen him per¬ 
form this work for many years; at laft, how¬ 
ever, the fcrotum increafed to fuch a degree, 
that the great bulk prevented him from doing 
it any longer. From the time that the diforder 
had firfl: begun to lhew itfelf to the time I faw 
him, five-and- twenty years had elapfed j he was 
alive when I left the ifland in February, 1779, 
and may be l'o now. 

This man was the only one I ever faw affli&ed 
with this difeafe at Senegal; but I am credibly 
informed, that it is endemial in a country which 
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goes, among the blacks at Senegal, by the ge¬ 
neral name of Galam, and of which this man 
was a native. This country lies eaft of Senegal, 
at the diftance of about nine hundred Englifh 
miles, and its inhabitants are called Bambaras. 

I have been told by thofe inhabitants of Senegal, 
who go annually in the rainy feafon in a fleet of 
fmall craft to Galam for trade, that this difeafe 
is particularly common among the chiefs or no¬ 
blemen of that country, who are ftvled in their 
own country language Batcherees *, and that they 
have large wooden bowls, fixed on the fore-part 
of the faddle, into which they place the big ' 
fcrotum when they take a ride on horfe-back. 
Though this latter circumftance feems a little 
romantic, yet as it has been related to me, not 
by one but by many, feparately and at different 
times, I give it credit, and I have not the Jeaft 
befitation to believe, that the difeafe is common 
there. Many of the inhabitants of Senegal have 
applied to me previoufly to their fetting off for, 
that country, and afked me, if I could not 
give them medicines which would cure that 
diforder, wjth a promife, that if they proved 
fuccefsful, I might be fure of a very ample re¬ 
ward of gold; but the improbability of fucceed- 
ing in the reduction of fuch enormous mafles 
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to their priftine ftate prevented me from giving 
them any. 

When I was at Fort James in the river Gam¬ 
bia, for a Ihort time in the year 1776, I was 
told by fome Marahbuts, or Mahometan prielts, 
of the Mandinga nation, that this difeafe was 
now and then to be met with among the chiefs 
of their nation, and that they knew no cure for 
it. I have no reafon to difcredit their afiertion, 
and what makes it more probable is, that the 
Mandinga and Bambara fiations feem to be near¬ 
ly related to one another in outward appearance, 
cuftoms, and language, though not entirely in 
religious matters j for many of the Mandingas 
are Mahometans, which the Bambaras are not. 
Their languages refemble one another fo nearly 
that a Bambara from Galam, and a Mandinga 
from the kingdom of Barrah, which extends 
from the fea-coaft along the north-fide of part 
of the river Gambia, can partly underftand one 
another. Both nations have alfo a cuftom of 
marking their children in various manners by 

incifions in the fkin, and that of filing their fore 
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teeth (incifores) till they become quite pointed, 
which I imagine they confider as being handv 
fome. 

As 



As the difeafe, according to the information 
I received, begins with a gradual fwclling of the 
tefticles without any pain or inflammation, I am 
inclined to conflder it as a farcocele. Heifter, 
in his Surgical Inftitutions, fays, that the difeafe 
begins and increafes moftly in the fame manner, 
■when it affeCts the tefticles themfelves; but that 
he never faw any of them much bigger than a 
man’s fift. This difference in the fize does, in 
my opinion, not alter the difeafe; for w« know, 
that the Bronchocele is hardly known in fome 
countries, that it is of a moderate fize in fome 
others, and that in others again it has been feen 
to increafe to fuch an enormous bulk as to hang 
down over the breaft and belly •, yet this diffe¬ 
rence of fize does not alter the nature of the dif¬ 
eafe, and it ftill retains the fame name. 

It is difficult to point out the caufes of fuch 4 
farcocele, as confifts in the fpontaneous tume¬ 
faction of the tefticles themfelves ; neither do I 
find any fatisfaClory ones afligned by the author 
I have juft now quoted *, and as I have not been 
in Galam, I can hardly fay any thing probable 
concerning thofe of the difeafe I have deferibed, 
1 Jfhall, however, fuggeft the following : 

As polygamy is lawful and cuftomary among 
the Bambaras as well as among all the other na- 
Yol. V. N® I. F tions 



tions about the river Senegal and Gambia, and 
as the riches and conlequence of a man are eftir 
mated by the number of wives that he keeps, 
the chiefs of the people have always a great 
number of them. I have been told, that the 
Batcherees of Galam- have their victuals moil 
immoderately feafoned with Cayenne- pepper-, 
and 1 know myfelf, that the opulent people of 
the Mandinga nation make the fame abufe of it, 
This may, perhaps, be done with a view to its 
operating as a provocative-, for it has a peculiar 
effect on the feminal veffcls, and will produce 
ere&ions, attended with a dull pain and turge- 
fcency in the tefticles : I was therefore inclined 
to think, that the immoderate ufe of this pepper 
might partly be the caufe of this difeafej but 
then again this could not be the cafe in the man 
I faw at Senegal, where none, or at leaft very 
little of it, is ufed. 

The moft probable caufe of it feems to be an 
hereditary difpofition ; for, as it only begins to 
fhew itfelf about the age of twenty-five or 
thirty, a man may be father of a great many 
children before it takes place, and as it feems to 
be confined to families of the principal people 
of the Bambara nation, it may be, that the man 
I faw afflidled with it at Senegal was defcended 
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from fuch a family, and made a Have in his 
younger years by l'ome fatal accident or other, as 
is often the cafe in thofe countries.” 

* i 

The other papers in this volume are a letter 
from William Herfchel, Efq. to the Preftdent , 
in which he gives the name of Georgium Sidus 
to the planet he has lately difcovered.— On the 
diameter and magnitude of the Georgium Sidus, by 
the fame. —A defcription of a new confiruClion of 
eye-glaffes for fuch telefcopes as may be applied to 
mathematical injlruments , by Mr. Ramfden. —An 
account of federal lunar iris , by Marmaduke 
Tunftall, Efq. F. R. S. —* An account of an 
earthquake, by John Lloyd, Efq.— An' account of 
a new Eudiometer, by Mr. Cavendifh, F. R. S.— 
Experiments upon the ref fiance of the air, by R. L. ; 
Edgworth, Efq. —An anfwer to the objections of 
M. de la Lande (concerning the folar fpots) by 
Alex. Wilfon, M. D. —An account of the earth- 
quakes which happened in Italy, from Feb. to May 
1783, by Sir W. Hamilton, K. B. F. R. S.— 
Account of the earthquake which happened in Cala¬ 
bria, March 28, 1783, by Count F. Ippolito.— 
Account of the black canker caterpillar , which de¬ 
frays the turnips in Norfolk , by William Marfhall, 
Efq. —Account of wire being Jhortcned by light - 
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ring, by Mr. E. Nairne, F. R. S .—An account 
of ambergrife , by Dr. Schwediawer (fee our 4th 
Vol. p. 97 ).- Extra ft of a regijler of the baro¬ 
meter, thermometer , and rain , kept at Lyndon , 
in Rutland , 1782, by Tho. Barker, Efq. 


III. Pharmacopeia Collegii Regii Medicorum Ediff- 
burgenfis. 8vo. Edin. 1783. p. 269. 

I N this new edition of the Edinburgh Dif- 
penfatory* which is the feventh, feveral of 
the articles inferted in the edition of 1774 are 
omitted or altered, and other new ones added. 
The College have like wife changed the names 
of fome of the compound medicines formerly 
adopted, for others which they think are more 
exprefiive of their nature j and, in dirc&ing the 
proportions of different ingredients, they every 
where exclude liquid meafure, as being lefs ac-^ 
curate than meafure by weight. 

In the firft part of the work, or Materia Me- 
dica, the following new articles are inferted; viz. 
acetum vim ; aqua Jlillatitia forum aurantiorum 
Hifpalenfium ; arnica •, balfamum Gileadenfe 5 
cardamine j carica *, caryophylla aromatica ; caf- 
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fia lignea ; cinara hortenfis ; cur Jut a ; digi¬ 
talis purpurea ; dolicbos *, elaterium \ Jilix mas ; 
geoffraa (cabbage bark) •, ginfeng ; gratiola ; 

ijlandicus ; lobelia *, o/<?«w Jlillatitium florum 
aurantiorum Hifpalenfium ; olefi exprejfa feminum 
lint, nucis mofchata {oleum macis vulgo di&i) % 
& olivarum •, c/rw* ; palma j p/x liquida ; quajjia ; 
rair# s'rn&ai lopeziana *, rhododendron •, /a/ alka¬ 
li nus Jixus fojfilis *, Jalix ; fanguis draconis j 
albus Hifpanus ; fpigelia ; viper a ; 

In the former edition many of the articles 
were either not defined at all or irrfperfe&ly de¬ 
ferred. This defeft is now fupplied with great 
accuracy with regard to the following ; viz. 
ytf/oe hepatica •, Socotorina *, amygdala dulces ; 
ajjafatida ; aurantium Hifpalehfe ; balfamum 
Canadenfe •, balf. Copaiba ; half. Peruvianum ; 
half. Tolutanum ; benzoinum \ camphor a j canella 
alba \ cantharides •, cardamomum minus ; cafca - 
ri 7 /tf ; cajfta jijlularis ; cajloreum $ cicuta ; «»- 
namomum ; cochinnilla, colocynthis ; contrayerva ; 
cortex Peruvianus ; curcuma ; foenum Gracum ; 
galbanum; galla ; gambogia j gummi Arabi - 
cum ; gummi Tragacantha ; jalapa j ipecacu¬ 
anha ; iris Florentinus ; manna ; majliche ; 
millepede* •, mofehus ; if#// cancrorum j olibanum j 

0/w/w; 
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opium ; pimenta ; piper longum ; piper nigrtim j 
pix Burgundica ; pyretbrum ; ricinus \ rheum ; 
fantalwn citrinum ; fant alum rubrum \ fantonicum ; 
farfaparilla ; fajjafras ; fcammonium \ feneka\ fen- 
na i ferpentaria Virginiana ; fimarouba ; fperma - 
ceti ; Jlyrax calamita ; tamarindus \ terebinthina 
Veneta ; terra Japonica-, zedoaria j zingiber. 

The articles omitted are ambragrifea ; auran- 
tium •Curajlavenfe ; cornu cervi calcinatum \ creta 
alba i crocus eryngium ; hypericum ; lichen cine - 
kw terrejlris -, mofchata condita * opoponax ; 
ojlreorum tejla, papaver album ; fambucus j 
phytum. 

In the fecond £art of the work, which in¬ 
cludes the Medicamenta Pre-parata id Compofita, 
the additions and alterations are likewife con- 
fiderable. The additional preparations are 
• vinum e tar taro antimonali (made by 
diffolving 24 grains of emetic tartar in a pound 
of white wine)-, aquadejlillata j —aquaJlillatitia 
corticis malorum limoniorum id aurantiorum Hifpa - 
lenfium -, cornubus reftijicatum , five oleum 

animate ',—fal alcalinus fixus fojjilis purificatus ; 
—/wfo tartarifata , vulg. fal rupellenfis -,—vitri- 
olum album \—folutio mercurii fublimati corroftvi 
(fix grains of w*r<\ corrof. fublim . and twelve of 
* v laf 
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fal ammoniac . diflolved in a pound of diftilled 
water);— puhis mercurii cinereus *;—pilules 
fcillitic* -f- ; — pilules Jlomachices ; — linimentum 
/implex (compofed of four pai;ts of oil of olives, 
and one of white wax) ; unguentum/implex (with 
five parts of oil and two of wax); ceratum 
Jimplex (with fix parts of oil, and three of wax); 
i —unguentum e calce zinci (compofed of fix parts 
pf linitn. frnpl. and one of calx of zinc);— un- 

* R. Hydrargyri, 

Acidi nitrofqtenuis, paria pondera. 
Mifce ut folvatur hydrargyrus, fo- 
lptum aqua pura dilue, & adde fpiritus falis 
ammoniaci quantum fads fit ad hydrargyrum 
penitus ab acido liberandum; pulvis dein aqua 
pura iavetur & exficcetur. 

■f R. Gurpmi ammoniaci, 

Cardamomi minoris in pulverem 
tenuem triti, 

/ 

Extra&i glycyrrhizte, fingulorum 
drachmam unam, 

Radicis fcillae exficcatae. Sc in pul¬ 
verem tenuem reda&ae, ferupu- 
lum unum, 

M. Sc fyrupo fimplice fiat i 
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guentum citrinum J; — unguentum e ' fulphure five 
tmtipforicum . 

The preparation of feveral of the ointments is 
rendered more Ample in this than in the former 
edition. The ceratum e lapide calaminare is now dir 
retted to be made by mixing one part of the pre¬ 
pared lapis calamin. with five of the ceratumftmpL 
In the fame manner the unguentum e tutia is to 
be made by incorporating one part of prepared 
tutty with five of liniment, fimpl. and the ung . 

* f 

tx arugine by mixing one part of verdigris with 
fifteen of ung. bafilic. The ung. e pice y inftead 
of being compofed of equal weights of liquid 
pitch and mutton fuet, as in the former edition, 
is now diretted to be prepared of five parts of 
the former and two of yellow wax. 

‘ The preparations omitted in this new edition 
are the following; viz. Sued fpijfati Jlammulce 

J R. Hydrargyri, unciam unam. 

Spiritus nitri, uncias duas. 

Digere fuper arenam calidam ut 
fiat folutio, quag calidifiima adhuc mifeeatur 
cum axungias porcinse liquefattas, & denuo fri- 
gefeentis, libra una •, ftrenue deirf mifturam 
fubige in mortario vitreo, ut fiat unguentum 
uniforme. ( 

Jovis' 
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Jovis & hyofcyami ;■—infufum folicrum jlammulct 
Jovis ;—Vinum didamni albi \—tinclura •meco- 
mi \—-aqua ftillatit'uz cajfice lignece 8 c pulfatilla 
nigric antis ;—aqua raphani compofita ;— vitri- 
alum albumpurificatum \—cinnabaris faclitia ;— 
pulvis antilyjjus ;—unguentum cereum fi vz album-, 
—unguentum emolliens ;—emplajlrum antihyjle - 
ricum. 

The articles of which the names arc changed 
are comprized in the following tables. 

Old Names. New Names. 

\ 

Sal lixivius purificatus. Sal alcalinus fixus vege- 
i tabilis purificatus . 

Tart arum vitriolatum . Alcali fixum vegetabilc 

vitriolatum. 

Sal catharticus Glauberi.Sada vitriolata. 

Tartarum folubile. Alcali fixum vegetabilt 

tartarifatum. 

Tartarum regeneratum. Alcali fixum veg. aceta - 

turn. 

Caufiicum lunare. Sal argenti. 

Saccharum Saturni. Sal plumbi • 

Tartarus emeticus. Tartarus antimonialis. 
Syrupus efiucco limonum . Syrupus e fucco malorum 

limoniorum. 

Pilulce ctzrulecePilula e cupro. 

Yol.. V. N° I. G PiluU 
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Old Names. New Names. 

Pilula mercuriales. Pilulce e hydrargyro. 

Unguentum mercuriate. Unguentum ex hydrar- 

gyro five caruleum. 

Unguentum epifpajlicum Unguentum epifpajlicum 
mitius, . 'ex infufo cantharidum. 


IV, An Inquiry into the nature and caufe of that 
/welling, in one or both of the lower extremities, 
which fometimes happens to lying-in women. To.- 
gether with an examination into the propriety of 
drawing the breafis, of thofe who do, and alfo 
of thofe who do not give fuck. By Charles 
"White, Efq. F. R. S. Member of the Corpora- 
tion of Surgeons in London •, Surgeon to the 
Infirmary and Lunatic Hofpital, and Vice Pre - 
fident of the Literary and Pbilofopbical Society 
of Manchefier, &c. 8vo. Dilly, London, 
1784. 87 pages, with 3 copper-plates, 

• « 

B EFORE the practice of midwifery fell 
into the hands of men of fcience, eflfe&s 
were too often miftaken for caufes, and the 
diforders of lying-in women were in general 
afcribed to fome defeft, redundance, or ob- 

ftru&ion 



ftnidtion of the lochia, or of the milk. This 
h^s been the cafe with that which is the fubjedt 
of the prefent inquiry. It has been attributed 
to fuppreflions of the lochia, to depofits or re¬ 
dundancies of milk, or to cold, and has been 
confounded with other diforders. But the in¬ 
genious author of the work now before us un¬ 
dertakes to prove that it is a diforder fui generis , 
and proceeds from a caufe not hitherto fuf- 
pedted. 

The French are the principal authors who 
have written upon this fubjedt ; but their de- 
fcription of the diforder, we are told, is incor- 
redt, and their mode of treatment inadequate. 
Mauriceau, who is the firft author who has 
defcribed it, afcribes it to a reflux of lochia on 
the part; but Puzos, Levret, and in general 
all the later French writers, together with Baron 
Van Swieten, confider it as a depofit of milk. 

Mr. White has found but little account of 
this complaint in any Englilh author, and he 
obferves that it is but (lightly mentioned by the 
ledturers on midwifery either in London or 
Edinburgh. Dr. Hunter, it feems, ufed to 
fpeak of it in his ledtures, but without deter¬ 
mining its real nature ; and Dr. Denman has 
been accuftomed to confider it as an affedtion 

G 2 of 



\ 


[ 5* ] 

% 

bf the whole glandular and lymphatic fyftem of 
the extremity. 

The fymptoms of this diforder are defcribed 
with great accuracy by our author. In one cafe 
he has feen it occur fo early as twenty-four hours 
after delivery ; and in another fo late as five 
weeks; but neither of thefe periods of attack, 
we are told, is ufual, as in general it comes on 
about the fecond or third week after delivery. The 
firft fymptom is commonly a pain in the groin. 
This part foon becomes afledted with fwelling 
and tenfion, which extend to the labium pu- 
dendi of the fame fide, and down the infide of 
the thigh, to the ham, the leg, the foot, and 
the whole limb ; and the progrefs of the fwelling 
is fo quick, that in a day or two the limb be¬ 
comes twice the fize of the other, and is moved 
with great difficulty, is hot and exquifitely 
tender; but not attended with external inflam¬ 
mation. In a few days the heat and pain abate, 
but the fwelling and fome degree of tendernefs 
continue feveral weeks. The Ikin is tenfe, pale, 
and fhining, but does not yield to prelfure as in 
anafarca, neither does any water ifiue from it on 
its being pundtured with a lancet. 

The fwelling comes on without rigor or fhiver- 
ing, but is ufually attended with a l'mall fever, 

which 



which in fome patients fubfides in two or three 
weeks, but in others continues fix or eight weeks, 
and is attended with hectic fymptoms. Some¬ 
times, tho’ rarely, we are told, the fwelling at¬ 
tacks both the lower limbs. It is not uncom¬ 
mon, however, it feems, after the diforder has 
fubfifted a week or two, for the found leg to 
become cedematous towards evening ; but 
then the groin and thigh are not affedted on that 
fide; and the leg is much fofter to the touch 
than the other, and pits when preffed by the 
finger. 

This diforder, the author obferves, attacks 
indifferently women of all ranks and of different 

ages and habits ; thofe who give fuck and thofe 

* 

who do not ; the ftrong and the weak; after 
their firft or any other labour; and whether the 
labour be natural or preternatural ; but he has 
not known it happen after a mifearriage, nor 
to a woman more than once tho* fhe has after¬ 
wards had more children. It happens at all 
feafons of the year indiferiminately ; and in the 
country, as well as in large towns. He has 
never feen it attack any other parts of the body, 
except thofe already mentioned; nor has he 
«ver feen it fuppurate, or prove fatal, or occa- 

fion 



fiofi any other inconvenience, after a few months* 
than a little fwelling of the leg after fatigue. 

This general hiftory of the difeafe is illuftrated 
by a variety of cafes. The author then pro¬ 
ceeds to deliver his theory concerning its na¬ 
ture and caufe ; but before he attempts to af- 
certain what it is, he has thought it right to fay 
what it is not, by pointing out its difference 
from other diforders to which it bears fome re- 
fern blance. This leads him to mention the 
circumftances in which it differs from fciatica* 
rheumatifm, anafarca, and eryfipelas. It cannot 
be owing, he obferves, \to any defeat of the 
lochia, as it happens to thofe who have the moft 
regular difcharge; nor can it be in any meafurc 
owing to the milk, as it occurs under every 
circumftance attending that fecretion, and under 
every different treatment of the breads. It 
cannot be an affedtion of the whole lymphatic 
fyftem,' as it is confined to the lower extremis 
ties; and further, Mr. White contends that it 
cannot be properly called a difeafe of the ar¬ 
teries, veins, nerves, mufcles, or bones, as it is 
not accompanied with any fymptom attendant 
upon diforders of thofe -parts. From thefe 
premifes, and from the hiftory he has given of 
the difeafe, he thinks we may conclude that its 

proxi- 
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proximate caufe is an obftrudtion, detention, 
*nd accumulation of the lymph in the limb. 
This obftrudtion, he thinks, may be aferibed to 
preffure which the lymphatics, , in their 
paffage over the brim of the pelvis, experience 
from the bead of the child during labour. The 
current of lymph, thus flopped, is prevented 
from regurgitating by the number of valves 
with which the abforbents are furnifhed, and of 
courfe a lymphatic fo comprefied will be dis¬ 
tended till it. burfts. The fluid thus extrava-s 
'fated will be abforbed by other lymphatics, and 
in the mean while the ruptured veflel will be 
gradually reunited. If the above hypothefis 
be true, he thinks the predifponent caufe may, 
in all probability, be a weaknefs of the coats of 
the lymphatics, in fuch fubjedts only as have thefc 
Veffels formed info one principal trunk under 
Poupart’s ligament. — Such are the outlines of 
our author’s theory, and to elucidate it he has 
introduced a defeription of the lymphatics of 
the lower limbs from the lateft and beft writers 
on the fubjedt; and, with permifiion of Mrs. 
Hewfon, has decorated his work with the three 
firft plates of Mr. Hewfon’s work on the lym¬ 
phatic fyftem. 

/ / 
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For the cure of this difeafe the author, art 
the firft, or what he thinks may be called the 
inflammatory ftage, recommends the antiphlo- 
giftic method. But as the inflammation here is 
not the original complaint, but only a fymptom, 
he prudently cautions us againft wafting our pa¬ 
tient’s ftrength by large evacuations. Glyfters 
and mild purges, he'obferves, will be fufficient. 
To alleviate the pain he advifes the ufe of opi¬ 
ates, anodyne fomentations, the warm and vapour 
baths, and blifters applied to the upper part of 
the thigh ; thefe laft, he tells us, have generally 
been found of much advantage, by taking off 
the irritation from the part originally affe&ed. 
The fever is to be alleviated by antirnonials, 
the neutral draughts, cool acidulated liquor, 
and cool air x an,d if the lochia are acrid and 
putrid, antifeptic inje&ions are to be thrown 
up the vagina with a large ivory fyringe or by 
an elaftic vegetable bottle. 

"When the violence of the pain abates, and 
the fwelling and tenfion begin, to lefien, but a 
quick pulfe and fome degree of fever remain, 
the difeafe is faid to have arrived at its fecond 
ftage. At this period he recommends wine and 
a fuller diet, and has often experienced good 
effects from calomel in fmall dofes, and likewife 
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from myrrh. The limb may now be chafed 
with warm oil, and the patient is advifed to ufe 
the tepid bath. When the pain and fever are 
entirely gone, and no complaint remains except 
a fwelling of the limb, and perhaps a general 
relaxation, the bark, with or without lleel, 
fea-bathing, or the cold bath, dipping the limb 
in cold water, embrocating it with camphorated 
fpirit of wine or with diddled vinegar, a ftrait 
flocking or fome other fuitable bandage, exer- 
cife on horfeback, and gentle rubbing of the 
limb, are the methods recommended to com¬ 
plete the cure. 

In an appendix the author defends an opinion 
he had given in a former work relative to the 
drawing the breads of women, againft Mr. 
Cruttwell of Bath, who denies the necdflty or 
even propriety of ever doing it. But when 
from the weaknefs of the child, or the bad con¬ 
formation of the nipple, or other accidental 
circumflances, it is impoffible or improper for 
the child to fuck, there furely can be no objec¬ 
tion to our continuing to folicit the milk by this 
method till the impediments in queftion are re¬ 
moved *, and thele are the only cafes in which its 
ufe is infilled on by Mr. White. 

Vot.V. N®I. H V. Rap- 
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V. Rapport de M. M. Cofnier , Maloet, Parcel, 
Philip , LePreux, Defeffartzy etPaulet, dodeurs- 
regens de la faculte de medecine de Paris ; fur 
les avanlages reconnus de la nouvelle methode 
d*adminijlrer /’eledricite dans les maladies ner- 
veufes, particulieriment dans Pepilepfiey et dans 
la catalepfie ; par M. Ledru, connu fous le noni 
de Comus. Lu a Vaffemblee de cette faculte , 
dite du Prima Merfis, tenue an mois d’Avril 
dernier . Ce rapport ejl precede de Vappercu 

du fyfieme de V auteur fur Vagent qu'il emploiey 
et des avantages qu'il en a tires . i. e. Report 
of Mejfieurs Cofnier , MalOety Darcet, Philip, 
Le PreuXy Defejfartz, and Paulet , dodors - 
'regent of the faculty of phyfic at Paris; concern - 
ing the acknowledged advantages of the new 
method of adminiftering eledricity in nervous 
diforders, particularly in the epilepfy and ca - 
talepfy , by M. Ledru, known by the name 
of Comus. Read at a meeting of that faculty, 
called Prima Menfis, held in the month of April 
lajl. This report is preceded by a fetch of 
the author's theory of the agent he employs, 
and of the advantages he has derived from 
it. 8vo. Paris, 1783. 115 pages. Printed 
at the expence of government. 
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T HE opinion at prefcnt moft commonly en¬ 
tertained in this country, concerning medi¬ 
cal electricity is, that the adminiftration of ftrong 
fhocks is, in general, not only ufelefs but even 
hurtful j and Mr. Cavallo, one of the laceft and 
moft efteemed writers on this fubjedt (fee our 
\ft voL p. 248.) contends, that the greatefl 
electric powers which can be applied with fucr 
cefs are exceedingly fmall fhocks. But the cafes 
related in the work before us are. repugnant to 
this do&rine,; as it appears, that the method of 
adminiftering ele&ricity in epileptic cafes, 
adopted by the Sieur'Ledru, confifts in giving 
very ftrong fhocks. In proof of the efficacy of 
this practice we have the teftimony of the feven 
phyficians whofe names are mentioned in the 
- title. The experiments were made on thirteen 
patients under the immediate infpedtion of thefe 
gentlemen in a houfe provided for this purpofe 
by government. - Thefe cafes were felefted aa 
the moft inveterate of about five hundred epi¬ 
leptic and hyfterical patients in the Bicetre and 
Salpetriere hofpitals at Paris. Seven of the pa¬ 
tients were males and the reft females. They 
are all faid to have been cured in about eight or 
nine months-, but neither the ftrength of the 
ffiocks nor the mode of adminiftering them are 

H 2 afcer- 




afcertained with fufficient accuracy, as we are 
only told in general terms, that they were very 
ftrong. 

e 

The refult of thefe experiments are, i. That 
eleCtricity at firft renders the paroxyfms of epi- 
* lepfy more frequent •, thus the firft of the thir¬ 
teen patients, a boy twelve years old, who had 
ufually had only about three fits every day, that 
is, 90 in 30 days, had 279 the firft month he 
was eleCtrified.—2. That electricity after a cer¬ 
tain time renders the fits lefs frequent: as a 
proof of this we may remark, that the patient 
juft now mentioned had only 63 fits the fecond 
month, and 14 in the- third. The violence of 
the attack is likewife faid to be diminifhed when 
ftrong ftipcks are adminiftered during the pa- 
roxyfm, as the fits, which when left to nature 
commonly lafted a quarter and even half an 
hour, were by thefe means ftiortened to two, 
three, or at moft five minutes, and fometimes 
the fits, though preceded by the ufual fymp- 
toms, were totally prevented.—3. That the pa¬ 
roxyfms are not only rendered lefs frequent, but 
alfo lefs violent.—4. That electricity, as ad¬ 
miniftered by Mr. Lcdru, ftrengthens the 
mufcular fibre, and, notwithftanding the vio¬ 
lence 



I 


[• 61 ] 

* \ 

lence of the fhocks, is productive of no incon¬ 
venience. 


VI. Obfervaticns on the method of curing the 
Hydrocele by means of a Seton. By J. Howard, 

' Surgeon . 8vo. Baldwin, London , 1783. 56 
pages, is. 6d. 

W ithin thefe few years the art of furgery.has 
been enriched with two very ufeful me¬ 
thods of curing radically the hydrocele of the 
tunica vaginalis; namely, the feton and fmall 
cauftic. The advantages they evidently poflfefs 
over incifion, excifion, and fome other means 
which have been recommended and praCtifed, kre 
great and obvious; and are now fo generally al¬ 
lowed, that they have been adopted by the gene- 

« 

rality of furgeons, as the fafeft and molt certain 
methods of treatment. But even thefe, fuperior 
as they undoubtedly are to thofe which preceded 
them, might perhaps admit of fome emendation, 
if the principles on which they operate in effecting 
a radical cure were thoroughly afcertained and 
eftablilhed. The merits of thefe two methods 
are very fully and ably difcufied in the tratt 
now before us. 




1 


Mr. 
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Mr. Howard candidly acknowledges he has 
feen but few cafes treated by the fmall cauftic, 
having collected almoft all his ideas of it from 
the late Mr. Elfe’s pamphlet on that fubjeft. 
He allows a great fliare of merit to this mode of 
treatment; but he cannot be brought to believe, 
that it will ever be fo extenfively ufeful as the 
leton. With regard to the latter he has been 
guided by long and repeated experience.' Hav¬ 
ing for a confiderablp number of years been em¬ 
ployed, as an afliftant to Mr. Pott, in attending 
lome of his public, and a great number of his 
private patients, who have fubmitted to his me¬ 
thod ; he has had many opportunities of obferv- 
ing the progrefs of the Cures under different de¬ 
grees of inflammation, and from thence has been 
induced to believe, that the inflammation raifed 
by the feton fhould be of fhort duration, and 
very moderate. He has, indeed, long been con¬ 
vinced, that the feton may be fo managed as to 
become itfeff, the regulator of that inflamma¬ 
tion, which it is intended to produce;- and that, 
merely by increafing or diminifhing the number 
of threads, it may be adapted to every poflible 
temperament, from the molt indolent to the moft 

1 

irritable. 

All 
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All the circumfiances under which a confider- 
Able diminution may be advifeable he is not able 
to point out fully. But, he thinks, that when¬ 
ever high inflammation is to be apprehended, 
eight or ten threads, or even a lefs number, may 
compofe a feton of fufflcient thicknefs to anfwer 
the purpofe of a radical cure, and that, even in 
old and full fized hydroceles. The diameter of 
the conducing canula may be made, for thefe 
cafes, of the fize of a common trocar canula ufed 
in the palliative method. When the tunica vagi¬ 
nalis contains but a fmall quantity of fluids more 
efpecially if the habit is very irritable, he fupr 
pofes, that a feton of the fmalleft fize will, pro¬ 
bably be attended with the molt favourable con- 
feq uences. 

The ufual way of extrading the feton is by 
the inferior orifice. But having once obtained a 
radical cure within a fortnight, when he removed 
it from the fuperior, he is inclined to think that 
the laft is the beft and moft unexceptionable me¬ 
thod. The lower orifice generally heals before 
the upper j and as the latter is not, from its 
fituatioil, depending, a trifling lodgement of 
mucus will fometimes keep it open for fome 
days, and unavoidably protract the cure. The 
*► alteration 
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alteration propofed will, our author believes, 
obviate this inconvenience. 


SECTION II. 

Essays and Observations. 

I. Obfervations to prove that in cafes where the 
upper extremities prefent , at the time of birth , - 
the delivery may be effected by the fpontaneous 
evolution of the child. Communicated in a letter 
' to Dr. Simmons, F. R. S. by Thomas Den¬ 
man, M. D. Licentiate in Midwifery of the 
Royal College of Phyficians , Phyfician-man-mid- 
wife to the Middlefex Hofpitaf and Teacher of 
Midwifery in London. 

I N the prefentation of the fuperior extremi¬ 
ties of children, at the time of birth, it has 

s 

been an opinion, I believe, univerfally adopted, 
that women would die undelivered, if they were 
not relieved by art. Being infQrmed that the 
following cafes, which are contradi&ory to this 
opinion, have been mifreprefented, and fome- 
times mifquotcd, I beg the favour of you to 

publilh 


publiih this Ihort account in the London Medi¬ 
cal Journal. 

t 

Case I. 

In the year 1772, I was called to a poor wo¬ 
man in Oxford-ftreet, who had been in labour 
all the preceding night, under the care of a 
midwife. Mr. Kingfton, now living in Char- 
lotte-ftreet, and Mr. Goodwin, furgeon, at 
Wirkfworth, in Derbylhire, who were at that 
time ftudents in midwifery, had been fent for, 
fome hours before I was called. The arm of 
the child prefenting, they attempted to turn and 
extract it by the feet, but the , pains were fo 
ftrong as to prevent the introduction of the 
'hand into the uterus. I found the arm much 
fwelled, and pufhed through the external parts 
in fuch a manner, that the Ihoulder nearly 
reached the 'perinasum. The woman ftruggled 
vehemently with her pains, and during their 
continuance, I perceived the (houlder of the 
child to defcend. Concluding that the child was 
fmall and would pais, doubled, through the 
pelvis, I defired one of the gentlemen to fit 
down to receive it, but the friends of the wo¬ 
man would not permit me to move. I re¬ 
mained by the bed-fide till the child was expelled r 

-Vol. V. N° I. I and 
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and I was very much furprifed to find,' that the 
breech and inferior extremities were expelled be¬ 
fore the head, as if the cafe had originally been 
a prelentation of the inferior extremities. 

The child was dead, but the mocher recover¬ 
ed as foon and as well as fhe could have done 
after the mod natural labour. 

' Case 11. 

> / 

In the year i 773, I was called to a woman 
in Caftle-ftreet, Oxford-market, who was at¬ 
tended by a midwife. Many hours after it was 
difeovered that the arm of the child prefented. 
Mr. Burofie, fiirgeon, in Poland-ltreet, was fent 
for, and I was called into confultation. When I 
examined, I found the fhoulder of the child 
prefifed into the fuperior aperture of the pelvis. 
The pains were ftrong and returned at lhort in¬ 
tervals., Having agreed upon the neceffity of 
turning the child and extracting it by the feet, I 
fat down and made repeated attempts to raife the 
fhoulder, with all the force which I thought 
could be fafely ufed ; but the aCtion of the uterus 
was fo powerful that I was obliged to defift. I 

then called to mind the circumltances of the cafe 

* / ' 

before related, mentioned them to Mr. Buroffe, 
and propofed that we lhould wait for the cfFccl,. 
. ' which 


* 
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•which a continuance of rhe pains might produce, 
or till they were abated, when the child might 
be Turned with lefs difficulty. No further at-' 
tempts were made to turn the child. Then every 
pain propelled it lower into the pelvis, and in lit¬ 
tle more than one hour the child was born, the 
breech being expelled, as in the firlt cafe. 

This child was alfo dead, but the mother re¬ 
covered in the mod favourable manner. 

' » 

Having been prepared for obferving the pro- 
grefs of this labour, I underflood it more clearly, 
and attempted to explain both in my ledture on 
the fubjedt, and in the aphorifms which were 
printed for the ule of the Undents in the fame 
year, that is, 1773, my opinion of the manner 
in which the body of the child turned as it were, 
upon its own axis. I alfo pointed out the cir- 
cumftances, in which, I fuppofed, the know¬ 
ledge of the fadt might be rendered ufeful in 
practice; but with great circumfpedtion. 

Case III. ‘ ‘ 

January the 2d, 1774, I was called to Mrs. 

D-, who keeps a toyfhop in Crown-court, 

Windmill-ftreet. She had been a long time in 
labour, and the arm of the child prefented. 

The late Mr. Euftace had been called on the 

I 2 pre- 
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preceding evening, and had made attempts to 
turn the child, which he had continued for 
feveral hours without fuccefs. I was fent for 
about one o’clock in the morning, and on exa¬ 
mination found the arm puflied through the 
external parts, the lhoulder prefixing firmly upon 
the perinaeum. The exertions of the mother were 
wonderfully ftrong. I fat down while fhe had 
two pains, by the latter of which the child 
was doubled, and the breech expelled. I ex-r 
tra&ed the fhoulders and head, and left the child’ 
in the bed. Mr. Euftace exprefied great af- 
tonifhment at the fudden change, but I allured 
• him that I could claim no other merit on ac¬ 
count of this delivery, except that I had not im-: 
peded an effect which was wholly produced by 
the pains. 

This child was alfo dead, but the mother re¬ 
covered in the molt favourable manner. 

In all thefe cafes, the women were at the full 
period of utero-geftation, and the children were 
of the ufual fize. 

Other cafes of the fame kind have occurred 
to me, and with the hiftSries of feveral, varying 
in the time or manner in which the evolution of 
the child was made, I have lately been favoured 
by gentlemen of eminence in the profeflion. But 

. thefe 
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thefe are fufficient to prove the fad, that in cafes 
in which children prefent with the arm, women 
will not neceflfarily die undelivered, though they 
are not afiifted by art. 

With refped to the benefit we can, in prac¬ 
tice, derive from the knowledge of this fad, I 
may he permitted to obferve, that the cuftom of ' 
turning and delivering by the feet in prefenta- 
tions of the arm, will remain neceflary and pro¬ 
per, in all cafes, in which the operation canfje 
performed with fafetyto the mother, or give a 
chance of preferving the life of the child. But 
when the child is dead, and when we have no 
other view but merely to extract the child, to 
remove the danger thence arifing to the mother, 
it is of great importance to know that the child 
may be turned fpontaneoufly, by the adion of 
the Uterus. If we avail ourfelves of that know¬ 
ledge, the pain and danger which fometimes at¬ 
tend the operation of turning a child,-may be 
avoided. Nor would any perfon verfed in prac¬ 
tice, fixing upon a cafe of preternatural prefen- 
* tation, in which he. might exped the child to be 
turned fpontaneoufly, be involved in difficulty, 
if from a defed of the pains or any other caufe, he 
ffiould be difappointed in his expedations. Nor 

would 
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would the fuffering or chance of danger to the 

patient be increafed by fuch proceeding. 

To this account, I beg leave to add, that 

the cafes of which I have been informed, now 

amount to near thirty, and that in one of them, 

which was under the care of our friend Dr. Garth- 

fhore, the child was born alive. 

* \ 

i 

I am, dear Sir, 

i 

Your mod humble fervant, 

Thomas Denm an. 

Old Burlington-ftreet 
Dec. 7, 1783. 


II. Some Remarks on the nature and treatment of 

\ 

Cancers . Communicated in a letter to Dr. Sim¬ 
mons, by Robert White, M. D. Phyfician at 
Eye in Suffolk. 

•• * 

N O difeafe to which the human fpecies is 
fubject carries with it fo formidable an 
appearance, or is productive of fuch dreadful 
confequences, as that which is called a Cancer. 
It has ever been the reproach of the medical art, 
and the moft learned and experienced of the pro- 

fefiion 
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feffion have employed their time and attention 
to but little purpofe towards perfecting its cure. 
Various remedies for this difeafc have indeed at 
different times been publifhed,' but it is a well- 
known and melancholy truth, that not one of 
them has yet been able to hand the teft of expe¬ 
rience. Of late years our attention has been 
much excited by the means of cure propofed 

by Baron Storck,-Mercury, bark, and ci- 

cuta have been often tried in this country,-ac¬ 
cording to the rules prefcribed by that learned 
phyfician, but have not produced the effect 
■which the perufal of his ingenious publication 
on the fubject gave us reafon to expect. I have 
had an opportunity, however, of feeihg many 
flattering inftances of relief in the ulcerated ftate 
of cancer, from a continued ufe of the abovemen- 
tioned medicines ; and am firmly perfuaded, that 
his method of treating the difeafe would often 
be productive of the defired effect, provided the 
ichorous, corrofive quality of the matter, which • 
lodges from time to time upon the furface of the 
fore, could be corrected, and the abforption of 
that matter be prevented, in a certain degree. 
This additional plan I have endeavoured to put 
in practice, and have had the happinefs to find it 
fucceed in two defperate cafes. In a third it has 

failedj 
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failed; but from the nature of the parts affected, 
which were the cheek, tongue, and fauces, I had 
very little reafon to expect even the temporary 
relief which vifibly followed its ufe. 

The method I purfue to prevent abforption, 
and correct the acrimony of the difcharge, is by 
fumigation and poultice-, the latter of thefe 
alone, has been attended with all the fuccefs 
that could be defired, in a cafe to which 1 was 
called fome time fince, of an aged perfon, whole 
breaft had been long difeafed, but for a year or 
two before had difcharged at times an ichorous 
matter, and healed again with little trouble: at 
length it inflamed, gangrened, and Houghed intire- 
ly off. The fore healed in about ten weeks, and 
remained fo not long fince. A common poultice, 
with dry’ lint, and lint lightly fpread with cerate, 
were the only applications made ufe of during 
the whole procefs of cure. No medicine was 
taken internally, except a gentle laxative. 

As foon as I have had an opportunity of making 
another trial or two of this method, upon the 
ulcerated cancer, in which Hate it is particularly 
to be applied, I fhall beg leave to lay before the 
public, through the medium of that ufeful work 
the Medical Journal, the whole of the procefs, 
and the event j although it may not be attended 

with 
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tyith that pofitive fuccefs which I am fo fan- 
guine as to hope for, ftill I flatter myfelf that it 

' f u 

will ferve as a hint to thofe of fuperiof fkill and 
underftanding, to turn their thoughts more rea¬ 
dily to a fubjedt of fo great importance. 

It is the dodtrine of the day that thi$ difeafe 
is originally local. From the favourable change 
which has immediately followed the applica¬ 
tion of the above-mentioned remedies, I am in¬ 
duced to think that it is fo even in the ulcerated 
ftate; and that when the habit is tainted in a 
high degree, it becomes fo from the foetid, 
famous difcharge being abforbed, and con¬ 
taminated with a pre-exiftent acrid ftate of the 
juices. This may be ftiled matter of opinion 
only. Still, however, I am not as yet fo con¬ 
fident in that opinion, as to rejedt the ufe of 
bark, mercury, and opium. 

Pity it is that in this difeafe, the opportunity 
of procuring relief is fo little minded, and fo 
often loft. In the Ample, detached, indurated 
ftate of cancer, excifion is attended with little 
pain, no danger, and perfedt fuccefs. Terror 
and falfe hope are in cafes of this fort too often 
fuffered to get the better of reafon and refolu- 
tion. Even men of great judgment in thepro- 
feflion have fometimes flattered themfelves and 
Voi/.V. N° I. K their 
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their patients with thd hopes of avoiding an 
pperation, which, in the early ftage of the dif- 
eafe, produces fo much comfort and fecurity- 
To obviate fuch mifchief, I beg leave to prelent 
the following practical hints, which, if duly 
attended to, may tend to (horten the progrefs of 
an evil, which, if negle&ed, muft be produc¬ 
tive of the word: confequences : 

1. In its infant ftate, when the tumor is 
round, fmooth, and not hard to the touch, the 
difeafe often yields to an alterative courfe. 

2. When the tumor is become large, round, 
fmooth, and in fome degree indurated, it feldom 
gives way to fuch a mode of treatment. 

3. When the tumor is hard and unequal, 
and attended with pricking pain, it fcarcely ever 
admits of relief from fuch means *, and I believe 
never when it has attained what may be con- 
fidered as a fourth ftage, that is, when the tu¬ 
mor is of a f\ony hardnefs and very unequal, 
attended with acute (hooting pains. In this 
latter ftage of the diforder, when the breaft 
begins to lofe its natural colour, and the nipple 
is drawn in, the knife fhould be fubmitted to 

1* . 

without hefitation ; and indeed from duly con- 
fidering the progrefs of the difeafe as fpecified 
in the Above hint?, „I am convinced that the 

eafteft* 

/ , 


/ 



[ 75 J 

eafieft, fafeft, and moft proper periods for ex¬ 
tirpation are in the fecond and third ftages. 

Eye, Suffolk, Dec. 8, 

1783. 


III. Several infiances of the good effects of Opium 

in mortifications . Communicated to Dr. Sim- 
✓ ^ 

mons, F. R. S. by Robert Hamilton, M. D. 
Pbyfician at Ipfwich , Extra-Licentiate of the 
Royal College of Rhyftcians , London ; and Mem¬ 
ber of the Medical Society of Edinburgh . 

M R. Pott was the firft, I believe, who re- 
commended the ufe of opium in mortifi¬ 
cations ; but I do not know that it has yet come 
into general ufe among furgeons. 

About a year ago I had occafion to experi¬ 
ence its good effefts in a patient labouring under 
a mortification in one of his legs, whom I vifited 
with Mr. Law, an ingenious furgeon at St. Al¬ 
ban’s. In this cafe the Gaftrocnemius mOfcle" 
was almoft entirely confumed, and the difeafe 
was ftiU incrcafing, depriving'the patient of 
fleep by the excruciating pain that attended iti 
A hiccough alfo was become a troubkfome and 
alarming fymptom at the time I firft faw him. 

1 - . JC 2 Under 
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Under thefe circumftances we had recourfe to 
opium, adminiftering it in large quantities, and 
increafing the dofe till reft was procured. Its 
good effe&s Toon became apparent; it fpeedily 
put a flop to the farther progrefs of the difeafe, 
and in a fliort time the patient was rcftored to 
health. . . v 

I have fince experienced the efficacy of the 
fame medicine in another cafe of a fimilar na¬ 
ture. In this lift cafe the patient began with 
taking one grain of opium every three hours, 
and by degrees increafed the dofe to five grains. 
The day after he began the ufe of this remedy 
the pain which, from the mortification of his 
toes, had been conftant and violent, began to 
abate, as did all the other fymptoms, and it was 
not long before the fphacelated parts began to 
feparate. To thefe two cafes I beg leave to 
add a third communicated to me lately by Mr. 
Law, the gentleman above-mentioned, and 
which I ffiall give in his pwn words, from his 
letter dated December 8th, 1783. “ I have at 

« prefent,” fays he, “ the earl of Bute's princi- 
« pal gardener under my care, with a mortify \ 
cation in one of his toes, which was pre- 
« ceded by an almoft intolerable burning pain 
«* that continued from the 30th of Novem- 
? c ber till this morning, when I had the fatisfac- 
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ce tion to hear that he had flept nine hours, and 
4t that the hiccough, which was very dreadful, 
“ had ceafed. He is now free from pain, and 
“ a line of feparation begins to appear. Dur- 
“ ing the laft ten days, I gave him twenty 
“ drops of TinElura 'Thebaica in a decodion of 
** bark every three hours, with three grains of 
“ (trained opium, and at laft I increafed the 
“ dofe of the latter to feven grains, when I 
“ gained my point.” Such fuccefs as this may 
probably induce the medical praditioner to have 
recourfe more frequently to this remedy in morti¬ 
fications, efpecially as we fometimes fee the bark 
fail. 

Ipfwich, March io, 

*7H- 


IV. Cafe of a paralytic affeElion , occafioned by the 
calx of lead , and cured by elcElricity. Commu¬ 
nicated to Dr. Simmons, F. R. S. by Mr, 
John Whitehurft, F. R. S. 


T H E fads relative to the removal of a pa¬ 
ralytic affedion occafioned by the calx 
of lead, and of which you requefted me to give 
you an account, are as follows: 

Thomas 


\ 
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Thomas Yopp, a labouring man, now living at 
Derby, was employed in a red lead work near that 
place, in which fervicehe was accuHomed toper- 
form the operation of feparating the calcined parts 
of the lead from thofe hot completely fo, byftirring 
the lead about in a tub of water with his hand j 
by which means the part became totally deprived 
of fenfation and mufcujar motion,, and remained 
ift this Hate for the fpace of two years. At the 
efrd of that time electrical fhocks were gently 
applied from the wrift to the ends of the'fingers,- 
but without the leaft degree of fenfation being 
produced in the part. The fliocks were there¬ 
fore increafed gradually till the contents of a“ 
large Leyden bottle, as highly charged as pof- 
fible, were paired through the hand. The 
effeCts produced by this Jaft operation were a 
warmth in the part, a profufe fweat, and a 
tingling in" the fingers, ' The hand was then 1 
wrapped in flannel, and the man ordered to re¬ 
turn the next day to have the operation re¬ 
peated ; but he returned no more, having ac¬ 
quired fo much flrength in his hand as en-, 
abled him the following day to take a 1 burtheh 
from his head, of near feventy pounds weight. 

The above operation was performed in the' 
year 1769, and the' paft continues perfectly r 

well. 
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well, the Jjttle finger excepted; >nd I have, fame 
reafon to J)eJieye that, the electrical fluid did. not 
pafs through it. 

Though the.pan. acquired fo much ftrength 

the firft night tafter the (hocks were adminiftered; 

yet two or three months,elapfed.before his hand 

recoveredjts ufual ftrength. 

London, March i?, 

1784. 


SECTION 'III. 

/ 

iM?PiC4L.AIfD PmtQSOPJUCAL NEWS. 

\ 

T HE Royal Academy of Sciences atEarjs, 
not having received any fathfadory an- 
fwpr to their.inquiries- concerning the decompo- 
fition of fea fait (fee our 3d"vol. p. ,86) have 
propofed it a fecond time. , Difiertatiojpts on this 
fubjed will be received till Eafter 1785. 

The Academy have been equally unluccefsful 
on the fubjed pf the lymphatic fyftem (fee vol, 3, 
p. 306). In its. (lead, therefore, they now.re¬ 
quire a defeription of the intercoftal nerve in 
man. Many parts of this nerve ^are already 
well known j but,a great number of its ramifi¬ 
cations 
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Cations ftill remain to be defcribed with accu¬ 
racy. The Academy give notice, that care will 
be taken to afcertain the truth of all the new 
obfervations they ftiall receive on the fubjedt, fo 
that no imaginary defcriptiohs will be admitted. 
Drawings arc not abfolutcly required; but, if 
accurate, will add to the value of the differtations 
in the eftimation of the Academy., 

The Academy, thinking it may be ufeful to 
propofe two fubje&s which may ferve to illuftrate 
each other, offer another premium for the beft: 
. defcription of the intercoftal nerve in animals, 
particularly in the monkey, dog, fheep, turkey, 
frog, and carp, as affording the greateft variety 
of ftru&ure. On defcriptions taken from the 
monkey, however, they do not abfolutely infift. 
Each of thefe premiums is to be of 1500 livres 
value ; the differtations muft be written either 
in Latin or French, and fent to the fecretary 
before the nth of Nov. 1785. 


At a public meeting of the Royal Medical 
Society at Paris, on the 2d of March, 1784, 
the premium of 400 livres offered by the Society 
for the beft differtation on the difeafes of-an 
Army during the fummer, and in very hot cli¬ 
mates. 
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m-ates (fee vol. 3, p. 85) was adjudged to Dr. 
Thion de la Ghaume, late phyfician to the army 
in Minorca.—And the premium of 600 livre9 
for the beft treatife on the different fpecies and 
cafes of dropfy, in which the ufe of diluents or 
a dry regimen ought to be preferred (feevol.3, 
419) was divided between different candidates 
in proportion to the fuppofed merits of their 
refpedtive dilfertations •, viz. to Dr.- Mezler, 
phyfician to the reigning count of Lipinghen- 
Nippenbourg, 300 livres and to Dr. Chartier, 
phyfician to his R. H. the count de Provence, 
Dr. Thomas Olliff, an Englifh phyfician, now 
at Paris, and Dr. Peter Matthew Nielen, of 
Utrecht, 100 livres each. 

The Society now announce the following fub- 
je£t for a prize-medal, viz. “ Of the four an- 
“ nual conftitutions admitted by the ancients, 
“ and which are the catarrhous, the inflammatory, 
“ the bilious, and the atrabilious, the three firft 
“ being known and well afeertained, the quef- 
“ tion is, whether the fourth hath a diftindt 
“ exiftence, and what fhare it has in the pro- 
“ duftion of epidemical difeafes Diflerta- 
tions on this fubjedl muft be fent to M. Vicq 
d*Azyr, fecretary to the fociety, before May 1, 
1785. 

vol. v. n* 1. 
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• At the above meeting were read the eulogies 
of Dr. Hunter and Dr. Sanches, two foreign 
affociates of the fociety, lately deceafed ; and 
likewife a paper by M. Thouret, on the ftruc- 
ture of the pofterior fymphyfes of the pelvis, 
and on the mcchanifm of their feparation in 
parturition. 


The following queftion is propofed by the 
Royal Academy of Sciences at Dijon, for a 
prize of 300 livres, viz. “ What are the fymp- 
w toms which at the beginning of a continued 
<c or an intermittent fever, will enable the phy- 
“ fician to judge whether fuch fever will bema- 
“ lignant; and what are the figns which in the 
“ courfe of the' fever will indicate the precife 
1 “ time when it is on the point of afluming a 
“ malignant character ?”■—The differtations on 
this fubjett muft be fent to M. Maret, fecretary 
to the academy, before the ift of April 1785. 


The Dutch Society of Sciences at Harlem 
offer a premium of a gold medal to the perfon* 
who, by very accurate and fatisfa&ory experi- 
. ments, lhall determine “ How far Dr. Craw- 

' ford’s 


t 
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“ ford’s theory of fire and heat deferves to be 
ct admitted or rejected ; and if the truth of that 
“ theory, either wholly or in part, is eftablifhed 
<c by experiments, how far it advances us in 
“ the philofophy of fire ?’* —Difiertations on 
this fubjedt wifi be received by the fccrctary at 
Harlem till January i, 1786.- 

' _ > 

.* . , 

Mr. Cavendilh, in a very ingenious paper read 

lately at the Royal Society, has related experi¬ 
ments to prove that the diminution of common 
air by phlogiftication is not owing to the genera¬ 
tion or feparation of fixed air from it, as hath 
been commonly fuppofed, but to the production 
of water formed by the combination of $he phlo- 
gifton, difengaged in the procefs, with the de¬ 
phlogifticated part of common air. On firing a 
mixture of inflammable and dephlogifticated airs ' 
in clofe veflfcls, in the manner firft fuggefted by 
Mr. Warltire (fee vol. II., p. 102.), Mr. Caven- 

dilh has found, that the two airs, thus mixed and 

£ 

exploded, are almoft wholly converted into water. 
The experiments of this very refpe&able philo- 
fopher have convinced him, that dephlogifticated 
and phlogifticated airs are not to be confidered 
as the fame fluid, differing only in degree of 

L 2 phlo- 
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phlogiftication, but as two diftinCt fubftances, 
the union of which forms common atmofpheric 
air. He contends, that phlogifticated air is 
nothing more than nitrous' acid combined with 
phlogifton •, and he is inclined to think, that 
inflammable air is not pure phlogifton, as Dr. 
Prieftley and after him Mr. Kirwan have affert- 
ed, but rather water united to phlogifton. Since 
this Effay, of which we pretend here to give 
only the principal outlines from memory, was 
read, Mr. Kirwan, in a paper of confiderable 
length, read alfo at the Royal Society, has, with 
his ufual ability, defended his opinion, concern¬ 
ing the generation of fixed air in phlogifticating 
proceffes, and likewifc concerning the identity 
of inflammable air and phlogifton. Thefe ob- 
fervations have been followed by a reply from 
Mr. Cavendilh. 


r The perfection of telefcopes, and other opti¬ 
cal inftruments, has hitherto been impeded by 
the different refrangibility of the rays of light, 
the prifmatic colours occafioned thereby, ren¬ 
dering the images of objeCts more or lefs con- 
fufed. It is well known, however, that thofc 
rays which fall perpendicularly on a furface, 
are tranfmitted without any refraCtion. If thefe 

rays, 
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rays, therefore, can be feparated from thofe 
•which fall obliquely, dioptrical inftruments may 

be brought to as great perfe&ion with regard to 

■' 

the diftin&nefs of the images, as catroptrical 
ones, and in point of luminoufnefs much more 
lo. This has at length been effe&ed by an in- • 
genious artift in London, who has already con- 
ftrucled a great variety of inftruments on this, 
principle. 


A cafe of hydrophobia has lately occurred in 
Weftminfter, which may ferve as an additional 
proof of the inefficacy of the Ormfkirk remedy. 
The patient (Mr.Dawfan, grocer, inBarton-ftreet) 
having been bit in one his thumbs by a favou¬ 
rite dog that was fuppofed to be mad, began the 
ufe of this medicine the next day, and perievered 
in it in the ufual manner. The wound in his 
thumb healed, and he felt no inconvenience 
from it till Monday the 8th of March, the 
forty-fecond day after the bite, when he began to 
complain of a tingling in the part that had been 
bit, and faid his arm felt ftiff and uneafy, which 
he attributed to rheumatifm. The fymptoms of 
hydrophobia came on' the next day about noon, 
and he died on Thurfday, the i ith, in the after¬ 
noon. 


The 
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The Abb6 Minn (a native of thik couptry ind 
a very refpe&able member of the Academy o£ 
Sciences at Bruflels, where he now refides) of 
whom fome mention was made in a former vo- 
lume of our Journal (vol. II. p:4io) as h^vingx 
been cured of the gout by the ufe of the extradl of 

*1 r ~ if' l - ■ » 

cicUta, has publilhed.a very full account of his 
cafe in the Efprit des Journaux for -February 
1784, from which we have collected the follow¬ 
ing particulars for the information of our rea¬ 
ders. The learned Abbe* it feems, pafled fc- 
. veral years of the early part of his life in the 
Spanilh fervice^. but a love of retirement and 
lludy induced him, at the age of five-and-twepty, 
to refign his military employment,;and enter into 
a convent of Carthufiansj at Nieuport in Flan¬ 
ders, of which he afterwards became Superior. 
In 1763, being then in his 29th year, he began , 
to be attacked with the gout. The change of 
climate he had experienced by removing from 
Spain to Flanders; the excefiive cold he was ex** 
poled to in winter, by palling conflantly feven or 
eight hours of the day in the church ; his clofe 
application to lludy, and his want of exercile, , 
all contributed to ipereafe. his difpofition to this ' 
difeafe, which returned at intervals/ and at 
length became fo frequent, that from 1768 till 

1779 


1 



[ « 7 ' 3 

* » 

1779 he did not pafs a year without having 
three or four fevere fits. 

In the fummer of 1772 the perufal of Dr. 
Cadogan’s pamphlet on the gout induced him 
to adopt the regimen recommended by that 
writer, and he adhered to it driftly for the 
fpace of four months. Twice during that time 

the gout appeared fiightly, but continued only 

* 

a day. < He now found himfelf in a very infirm 
ftate, and at length, in the month of September, 
the gout attacked his ftomach, bread, and head. 
This, which was by far the mod violent and dan¬ 
gerous paroxyfm he had ever experienced, laded 
feven months. 

In 1.778 he quitted the order of Carthufians, 
became a fecular pried; and removed toBrufiels, 
but without experiencing any confiderable amend¬ 
ment in his health. He now became fubject to 
violent fpafms, but he acknowledges that his 
gouty paroxyfms were lefs violent than that of 
1772. ‘ 

Such was the date of his cafe in the fpring of 
1 779 > w ^ en h e was advifed by Mr. Himelbaur, 
furgeon atBrufiels, to try the effect of the extracts 
of cicuta and aconitum, procured from Vienna, 
and taken in pills of .two grains each.. At fird 
he took the cicuta alone three times a day, fwal- 

. ' lowing 






lowing four pills, or eight grains of the extrad, 
each time. By degrees he increafed the dofe 
and added a pill of aconitum. At length, after 
five or fix mo 'hsj he took daily, of thefe two 
extrads, ioo or 120 grains ; but commonly in 
the proportion of one pill of aconitum to five or 
fix of cicuta, and in this fame proportion he ftill 
continues to take them, though in much lefs 
quantity than during the two firft years. To 
thefe two extracts he added the ufe of a campho¬ 
rated julep, and from time to time he has taken 
a dofe of rhubarb. Thefe are the only reme¬ 
dies he has made ufe of during the laft four 
years, and he has obferved no particular regi¬ 
men, except that he has been careful to take on¬ 
ly fuch kind of food as is eafy of digeftion. 

During the firft three months of his taking 
the cicuta he experienced no fenfible effed from 
it, either good or bad. His furgeon then ad- 
vifed him to add the aconitum, and foon after 
he began to experience a degree of eafe in his 
joints he had long been a ftranger to. His ap¬ 
petite improved, and hisfpafms, and other fymp- 
toms of morbid irritability, diminilhed very fen- 
fibly. 

This encouraged him to perfevere in the ufe 
of his remedy, and before the winter came on 
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he took it in the largeft dofes. During that and 
the winter of 1780-81 he was feveral times threa¬ 
tened with a return of the gout, but had no fit, 
and fince the lafl-mentioned period he has been 
perfectly free from the difeafe. He has lately 
had an eryfipelatous inflammation on one of his 
legs, which^was foon diflipated, and he is now 
in perfect health, and ufes a great deal of exer- 
cile, being able to walk ten or twelve miles with¬ 
out fatigue. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Thomas Henry, 
F. R. S. to Dr. Simmons, dated Manchefter, 
March 10, 1784. 

' l 

“ The prefent winter has 'afforded ample op¬ 
portunities for repeating Dr. Black’s experi¬ 
ments on latent heat. One of them which I ac¬ 
cidentally made was attended with a circum- 
ftance fomewhat remarkable. Two four ounce 
vials were left during theChriftmas recefs in the 
fame window, in my le6ture-room, next the 
ftreet, where great numbers of carriages are con- 
ftantly pafling. The one contained fand and 
water ; the other mercury ^ij and water. The 
water upon the fand was completely frozen ; that 
over the mercury had no fign of congelation; 
Vol. V. N° I. M but 
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but on my (hating the mercury and water vio- 
lently together, the water inftantly became an 

almoft lolid cake of ice.-Would one not have 

expetted, that the adlion of the mercury would 
have impeded the chryftallifation of the water by 
difturbing the arrangement of the particles ? 

“ - Mr. Wedgevvood writes me word, that he 
has made trial of M. M. Lavoifier and de la 
Place’s method of meafuring heat (deferibed in 
the London Medical Journal, vol. IV. p. 235.) 
as an intermediate meafure of heat for connect¬ 
ing his thermometer with Fahrenheit’s, but 
could not make it fucceed ; for a part of the ice 
which is melted by the heated body is abforbed 
and detained by the unmelted part; and, what 
feems extraordinary, anew congelation takes place 
even in the melting ice. He has allb finifhed a 
let of experiments for the fame purpole on an¬ 
other principle, viz. the expanfion of metals, in 
which he met with feveral difficulties, but it 
proved more fatisfaftory, though perhaps not fo 
exadl as might be wifhed. He intends to com¬ 
municate both to the Royal Society.” 


Count Auguftine Calati, member of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences at Berlin, has communi¬ 
cated 


% 



cated to the college of phyficians of that capital, 

a remedy which is faid to be of great efficacy in 

\ 

the rickets. It is the root of the ofmunda regalis 
or flowering fern given in decoction, powder, or v 
extract.‘ 


We formerly mentioned the infpiftated juice 
of faponaria officinalis or fopcwort as having been 
adminiffcered with fuccel's in cafes of gonorrhoea. 
(See vol. 1 . p. 433.) In the Journal General de 
France (a new Journal lately fee on foot at Paris) 
for Feb. 14, 1784, M. Segey, one of the phy- 
ficians to the king of France, has publiffied the 
manner in which he has fucceeded with this plant 
' in the moft obftinate cales of lues venerea. He 
directs an ounce and a half of the dried root, 
and half an ounce of the dry plant, to be boiled 
in three quarts of water to two. One or two 
quarts of this decoction are to be taken daily, 
and in bad cafes, the patient is to take at the 
fame time the plant in powder, or in the form of 
an extract. The fame plant is likewile faid to have 
been ufeful when applied externally to venereal 
ulcers, either in fomentation, or in a dry form by 
fprinkling it in powder over the fores. 
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We are indebted to M. Andry, Doctor Re¬ 
gent of the Faculty of Phyfic at Paris, and to 
Mr. de Magellan, F. R. S. for the following 
anecdotes of the late Dr. Sanches, whofe deatfi 
we announced in our laft number (vol. 4, p. 
43 2)—This learned phyfician was born on the 
7th of March, 1699, at Penna-Macor, in Por¬ 
tugal. His father, who was an opulent mer¬ 
chant, and intended him for the bar, gave him 
a liberal education ; but being difpleafed at 
finding him at the age of eighteen obftinately 
bent on the profefiion of phyfic, withdrew his 
protection, and he was indebted, it feems, to 
Dr. Nunes Ribeiro, his mother’s brother, who 
was a phyfician of confiderable repute at Lifbon, 
for the means of' profecuting his medical 
Rudies, which he did firft at Coimbra, and 
afterwards at Salamanca, where he took the 
degree of Doftor of Phyfic in 1724 ; and the 
year following he procured the - appointment of 
phyfician to the town of Benevente in Portugal, 
for which, as is the cuftom of that country, he 
had a fmall penfion. His ftay at this place, 
however, was but fiiort. He was defirous of 
feeing more of the world, and of improving 
himfelf in his profefiion. With this view he 
came and pafied two years in London, and had 


even 
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even an intention of .fixing here, but a bad 
ftate of health, which he attributed to the cli- 
mate, induced him to return to the continent. 
Soon after we find him profecuting his medical 
ftudies at Leyden under the celebrated Boer- 
haave, and it will be a fufficient proof of his 
diligence and merit to obferve, that in 1731, 
when the emprefs of Ruflia requefted Boerhaave 
to recommend to her three phyficians, the pro- 
fefior immediately fixed upon Dr. Sanches to be 
one of the number. 

Juft as he was fetting out for Ruflia, he was 
informed that his father was lately dead, and 
that his mother, in an unfuccefsful law-fuit with 
the Portuguefe admiralty, had loft the greater 
part of her fortune. He immediately affigned 
over his own little claims and expectations in 
Portugal for her fupport. Soon after his ar¬ 
rival at Peterfburgh Dr. Bidloo (fon of the 
famous phyfician of that name) who was at 
that time firft phyfician to the emprefs, gave 
him an appointment in the hofpital at Mofcow, 
\vhere he remained till 1734, when he was em¬ 
ployed as phyfician to the army, in which capa¬ 
city he was prefent at the fiege of Afoph, where 
he was attacked with a dangerous fever, and 
Vihen he began to recover found himfelf in a 

tent, 
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tent, abandoned by his attendants, and plun¬ 
dered of his papers and effects. 

In 1740 he was appointed one of the phyfi- 
cians to the court, and confulted by the em¬ 
prefs, who had for eight years been labouring 
under a difeafe, the caufe of which had never 
been fatisfaflorily afeertained. „ Dr. Sanches, in 
a converfation with the prime minifter, gave it 
as his opinion that the complaint originated 
from a ftone in one of the kidnies, and admitted 
only of palliation; At the end of fix months 
the emprefs died, and the truth of his opinion 
was confirmed by difiedlion. 

Soon after the death of the emprefs. Dr. 
Sanches was advanced by the regent to the office 
of firft phyfician, but the revolution of 1742, 
which placed Elizabeth Petrowna on the throne, 
deprived him of all his appointments. Hardly 
a day paffed that he did not hear of fome of his 
friends perifhing on the fcaffold, and it was not 
without much difficulty that he obtained leave 
to retire from Ruffia. His library, which had 
coft him 1200 pounds fterling, he difpofed gf 
to the academy of St. Peterfburgh, of which he 
was an honorary member, and in return they 
agreed to give him a penfion of forty pounds 
per annum. 


During 
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During his refidence in Ruffia he had availed 
himfelf of his fituation at court, to eftablilh a 
correlpondence with the Jefuits in China, who, 
in return for books of aftronomy and other pre- 
lents, fent him feeds and plants, together with 
other articles of natural hiftory. It was from 
Dr. Sanches that the late Mr. Peter Colinfon firft 
received the feeds of the true rhubarb, but the 
plants were deftroyed by fome accident, and it 
was not till fevcral years afterwards that rhubarb 
was cultivated with fuccefs in this country 
from feeds fent over by the late Dr. MounfeyJ 

In 1747 he went to refide at Paris, where he 
remained till his death. He enjoyed the friend- 
Ihip of the moft celebrated phyficians and phi- 
lofophers of that capital, and at the inftitution 
of a Royal Medical Society he was chofen a 
foreign afiociate. He was likewife a member 
of the Royal Academy of Lifbon, to the efta- 
blilhment of which his advice had probably 
contributed, as he drew up, at the defire of 
the court of Portugal, feveral memorials on the 
plans neceflary to be adopted for the encourage¬ 
ment of fcience. Some of thefe papers, relative 
to the eftablifhment of a univerfity, were print¬ 
ed during his life-time in Portuguefe, and the 
reft have been found among his manufcripts. 

His 
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His fervices in Ruflia remained for fixteen 
years unnoticed •, but when the prefent emprefs 
afcended the throne Dr. Sanches was not for¬ 
gotten. He had attended her in a dangerous 
illnefs when (he was very young, and Hie now 
rewarded him with a penfion of a thoufand 
roubles, which was punctually paid till his 
death. He likewife received a penfion from 
the court of Portugal, and another from prince 
Gallitzin. A great part of this income he em¬ 
ployed in ads of benevolence. Of the libera¬ 
lity with which he adminiftered to t/ie wants of 
his relations and friends, feveral ftriking in- 
ftances, which the . limits of our Journal will 
not permit us to infert, have been related to us 
by Mr. de Magellan. 

He was naturally of an infirm habit of body, 
and, during the lall thirty years of his life, 
frequently voided fmall (tones with his urine. 
The difpofition to this difeafe increafed as he ad¬ 
vanced in years, and for a confiderable time be¬ 
fore his death he was confined to his apartments. 
The lad vifit he made was,' in 1782, to the 
grand duke of Ruflia, who was then at Paris. 
In September 1783, he perceived that his end 
was approaching, and he died on the 14th of 
October following. Plis library, which was 

con- 



confiderable, he has bequeathed to his brother. 
Dr. Marcello Sanches, who was likewife a pupil 
of Boerhaave, and who refides at Naples. His 
manufcripts (among which, befides a confide¬ 
rable number of papers on medical fubje&s, 
are letters written to him by Boerhaave, Van 
Swieten, Gaubius, Haller, Werlhof, Pringle, 
Fothergill, and other learned men) arc in the 
pofieffion of Dr. Andry. His printed works, 
on the origin of the venereal difeafe and other 
fubjects, are well known to medical readers ; 
but his knowledge, it feems, was not confined 
to his own profefiion ; he polfefled a fund of ge¬ 
neral learning, and is faid to have been pro¬ 
foundly verled in politics. 


. It is in compliance with the requeft of fome 
of our correfpondents, rather than from any fa¬ 
vourable opinion we ourfelves have of the re¬ 
medy, that we here give fome account of a 
fpecific lately publilhed in Spain for the cure of 
cancers (fee vol. 4, p. 323). This remedy, 
which is faid to have been long in ufe amongft 
the Indians of Guatimala, in South America, 
confifts in fwallowing one, two, or three raw 
lizards every morning fading, after Ikinning 
Vol.V.N-I. N them 
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them and cutting off their heads and tails. The 
little lizard known by the name of Lacerta vul¬ 
garis ^, and which the French call Anoli de terre , 
or Gobe mouche , is the lpecies recommended for 
this purpofe. This remedy is faid to haVe pro¬ 
duced good effects, not only in cancers, but 
likewife in leprofy, and the venereal difeafe. 


New works about to be publifhed. -1. A Trea- 

tife on Fevers, by Dr. John Gardiner, Fellow of 
the Royal College of Phyficians at Edinburgh. 
■—2. A work on poifons, by Dr, Houlfton, 
phyfician at Liverpool. 


promoted. 

Lately, Dr. Anton. Scarpa of Modena, to be 
profeffor of anatomy and furgery at Pavia.-^- 
M. Daubenton and M. Brouffonet, to be profef- 
fors of rural ceconomy in the veterinary fchool 
' at Paris.—M. Fourcroy, to be profeffor of che- 
miftry in the king’s garden at Paris, in the 
room of the late M. Maqquer. 

1783. 


\ 
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1783. Dec. 27. John Philips, Efq. to be fur- 
geon to the* prince of Wales’s houfhold. 

1784. Jan. 8 . Dr. Robert Hamilton, phyfi- 

cian at Ipfwich, to be an extra-licentiate of the 
College of Phyficians, London.—12. Archi¬ 
bald Richardfon, Efq. Hate furgeon, to be the fur- 
geon general in Ireland, in the room of William 
Ruxton, Efq. deceafed, and George Stewart, 
Efq. to be ftate furgeon in Ireland, in the room 
of Mr. Richardfon.—16. Dr. George Saridi- 
man, to be phyfician to the General Difpenfary 
in London, in the room of Dr. Adair Crawford, 
who refigned.—17. Mr. James Barton, late of 
the 88th regiment of foot, to be furgeon to the 
iOth regiment of dragoons.—22. Mr. Edmund 
Pitts to be furgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hofpi- 
tal, in the room of Mr. Robert Young, de¬ 
ceafed. — Mr. William Long to be afliftant fur- 
geon to the fame hofpital, in the room of Mr. 
Pitts. • 

1 Feb. 26. Dr. William Hamilton, to be phy¬ 
fician to the Surry Difpenfary, in the room of 
Dr. John Sims, who refigned. 

March 4. Dr. William Pitcairne, to be trea- 
furer of St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, in the room 
of John Darker, Efq. deceafed.—20. Mr. Ben- 

N 2 jamin 
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jamin 1 Shield, hofpital mate, to be furgeon of 
the 58 th regiment of foot. 


DEATHS, 

Latejy at Dublin, William Ruxton, Efq. fur^ 
geon general in Ireland.—At Enfield, Mr. Tho. 
Pritchard, furgeon. 

At Paris, Mr. Ant. Franc. Barbaut, furgeon 
to the Chatelet, formerly profeffor of midwifery 
in the Royal Academy of Surgery, and author 
of the following works ; viz. 1. Splancbnologie y 
fuivie de l'angeiologie , et de la neurologie , 12 mo, 
Paris, 1739- 2. Principes dc la chirurgie , ibid. 

i2mo. 3. Fraite des accouchemens , ibid. 1775, 
2 vol. 

1 783. Jan . 16. At Strafburgh, Dr. John 
Pfeffinger, profeffor of phyfic. 

Feb. 12. At Farnham in Surry, aged 59 
years, Mr. Richard Sumner, apothecary. 

April 3. At Zutphen in Guelderland, aged 
60 years, David de Gorter, M. D. formerly 
profeffor of botany at Harderwyck, and for 
fome time (viz. from 17*54 till 1764) firft phy-r 
fician to the emprefs of Ruffia, a Ration his fa¬ 
ther. 
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ther; John de Gorter, had likewife the honour 
of filling. He was the author of fevcral bota- 
nic works. 

Sept. 8. At Strafburgh, John Rein bold Spiel- 
man, M. D. profefior of chemiftry, botany, 
and the materia medica in that univerfity, and 
member of the academies of Peterfburg, Berlin, 
&c.; born at Strafburgh, March 31, 1722. 

Dec. 20. At Morpeth, in Northumberland, 
aged 62 years, John Fenwick, M. D.—25. At 
Haverhill, in Cambridgefhire, Mr. Hempftead, 
apothecary.—30. In Great Ruffel-ftreet, Bloomf- 
bury, Mr. Robert Young, furgeon of St. Bar¬ 
tholomew’s Hofpital, and one of the court of 
examiners of the company of furgeons, Lon¬ 
don. v 

1784. Jan. At Paris, M. Simon Claude 

Delaize, jun, furgeon-4. At Limehoufe, 

Mr. Minfon Hales, furgeon. 

Feb. Loft on board the packet from India, 
on the rocks of Scilly, -Mr. William ferry, late 
furgeon of his majefty’s {hip the Superb. — 
At Paris, Mr. Nicolas Simeon Caignard, and 
Mr. Henry Didier, furgeons.' — 2. George 
Bell, M. D. Phyfician to the Infirmary and 
Lunatic Hofpital at Manchefter. He was 

a native of Dumfries, and graduated at 

Edin- 
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Edinburgh in 1780-—3. At Bradford in York- 
ihire, aged 50 years, Mr* William Wright, 
apothecary. — 4. Mr/. David Story, affiftant 
furgeon, to Greenwich Hofpital.—5. At Enfield, 
Mr. Thomas Brown, furgeon, late of Peckham 
in Surry.—At Kentifti Town, Mr. John Freake* 
apothecary. —13. At Stroud "in Gloucefterlhire, 
Samuel Jones, M. D. — 17. At Paris, Peter 
Jofeph Macquer, M. D. a celebrated chemical 
writer, of whofe life we mean hereafter to give 
lbme account.—26. At Manchefter, Samuel 
Kay, M. D. formerly phyfician to the Infirmary 
of that place. He was a native of Lancafliire, 
and graduated at Edinburgh in 1731.—27. At 
Skelton in Cleveland, Mr. Thomas Busfield. 
formerly an apothecary at York. 

March. At Preftonin Lancashire* Dr. Heyes. 
—7. At Canterbury in Kent, aged 75 years, 
Hugh van der Poll, M. D. in the univerfity of 
Ley den, where he graduated in 1743, and formerly 
in great repute as a phyfician at Amfterdam. 
The public are indebted to him and Dr. Jacob 
Vificher, another phyfician at Amfterdam, for 
a defeription of the lever invented by Roon- 
huylen (fee vol. iv. p. 162).—At Plymouth, 
M. Nicholas May, furgeon and apothecary.*— 
24. At Kennington in Surry, Matthew Morley, 

M.D. 
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M. D. in the univerfity of Cambridge, and fei- 
of the royal college of phyficians, London, into 
which he was admitted in 1740. 


SECTION VI. 

1 

(Quarterly Catalogue. 

j. A Serious and friendly addrefs to the pub- 
j£\. lie on the dangerous inconveniencies of 
negleXing common coughs and colds, fo fre¬ 
quent in this climate, containing a fimple and 
efficacious method of cure. By a Gentleman of 
the Faculty. 8vo. Murray , 1784. is. 6d. 

2. Curfory obfervations on a treatife intituled, 
“ Medical advice to the eonfumptive people of 
England, by Philip Stern, M. D.” AddrefTed 
to the eonfumptive people of this kingdom. By 
‘Thomas Hodfon. 8vo. Murray, 1784. is. 

3. Chemical reflexions relating to the nature, 
caufes, prevention, and cure of fome difeafes; 
particularly the fea-fcurvy, t he ftone and gravel, 
the gout, the rheumatiftn, &c. Containing ob¬ 
servations upon air; upon cqnftituentprinciples; 
and the decompofuion of animal and vegetable 
fubftanc.es: with a variety of occasional remarks, 

1 - philo- 



> 


« 


[ 104 j < 

philofophical and medical. To which is added* 
the method of making wine from the juice of 
the fugar cane. By James Rymer , furgeon at 
Ryegate. i2mo. Evans , London, 1784. 202 
pages. 

4. The philofophy of phyfic ; or phlogiftic 
fyftem, in which phlogifton fupplied in an aerial 
form by the ingefta, and regulated in its agencies 
and evolutions by atmofpherical and tonic re- 
adtions, is confidered as conftituting, actuating, 
and fupporting the vital power or ftimulating 
fufceptibility •, and hence a concife plan of me¬ 
dical practice is propofed on fixed principles, 
which refult from a general and particular view 
of caufes and effedb. By T. Dewell, furgeon. 

8vo. Murray , 1784. 47 pages, is. 6d. 

5. A fyftem of anatomy from Monro, Win- 
flow, Innes, and the lateft authors; arranged, as 
nearly as the nature of the work would admit, in 
the order of the ledtures delivered by the profef- 
for of anatomy in the univerfity of Edinburgh. 
8vo. 2 vols. j Elliot, Edinb. 1784. With 16 
copper-plates. Vol. I. p. 440. vol. II. p. 587. 

6. Obfervations on Hepatic difeafes inciden¬ 
tal to Europeans in the Eaft Indies. By Stephen * 
Matthews , furgeon in the Honourable United 
Eaft India Company’s fervice and formerly of 

' the 



the Duke of Portland Eaft Indiaman. 8vo. Ca- 
dell , London, 1783. 4 s. 

7. Differtations on fele<ft fubje<fts in chemiftry 
and medicine. By Martin JVall, M. D. phyfi- 
cian at Oxford, public reader of chemiftry in 
that univerfity, and late fellow of New College. 
8vo. Cadtll , London, 1783. 3 s. 

Thefe ingenious differtations are three in 
number. The firft is on the ftudy of chemiftry; 
in the fecond the author offers fome conjectures 
concerning the origin and antiquity of the afe of 
fymbols in aftroriomy and chemiftry; and the 
third contains obfervations on the difeafes preva¬ 
lent in the South Sea Iflands, with fome re¬ 
marks concerning the firft appearance of the lues 
venerea in Europe. 

8. An effay on the principles and manners of 
the medical profeffibn •, with fome occafional re¬ 
marks on the ufe and abufe of medicine. By 
J. JVhitaker Nezvman , member of the Corpora¬ 
tion of Surgeons of London. 8vo. Dodjley , 
London, 1783. is. 6d. 

9. Aphorifms compofed for a text to practi¬ 
cal lectures on the conftitution and difeafes of 
children. By Andrew IVilfon , M. D. fellow of 
the royal college of phyficians, Edinburgh, and 
phyfician to the General Difpenfary for the relief 

Vol. V. N° I. O of 



of the infant poor. i2mo. Murray , London, 
1783. is. 

10. Outlines of mineralogy. Tranflated from 

the original of Sir Torbern Bergman. By Wil¬ 
liam Withering, M. E>. member of the royal me¬ 
dical fociety at Edinburgh. 8vo. Robinfon , Lon¬ 
don, 1783. 128 pages. 2 s. 6d. 

11. An eflky on the moft efficacious means 
of treating ulcerated legs •, in which the topical 
applications in general ufe arp confidered, and 
fome new methods for relief propofed; with par¬ 
ticular obfervations on the fafety of healing old 
ulcers. 8vo. Nicboll , London, 1783. is. 

12. A fovereign Remedy for the Dropfy, pub- 

liffied by defire for public benefit. 4to. Dodjley , 
London, 1783. 11 pages, 6d. 

The remedy here recommended confifts of a 
drachm of broom feed well powdered and lifted, 
which is to be infufed twelve hours in a elafs 
and a half of rich whitp wine, and taken in the 
morning fading. The patient is afterwards to 
walk or ride for an hour and a half, and then to 
fwallow two ounces of olive oil. This method 
is to be repeated every other day, or once in 
three days, till the cure is compleated.—A fimi- 
lar preicription may be feen in Lemery’s Recueil 
des fecrets , tome 1, p. 192. 
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13. A Syftem of Vegetables according to their 
claffes, orders, genera, and fpecies, with their 
chandlers and differences, in 2 volumes. Tranf- 
lated from the 13th edition (as publifhed by Dr. 
Murray) of the Syjlema vegetabilium of the late 
profeffor Linneus •, and from iht Supplementum 
plantarum of the prefent profeffor Linnaeus. By 
a Botanical Society at Litchfield. Vol. I. 8vo. 
Leigh and Sotheby, London, 1783". 424 pages, 

with 11 copper-plates. 

This tranflation, which is dedicated to Sir Jo- 
feph Banks, Bart, is literal and accurate. The 
editors have been afiifted by their learned townf- 
man Dr. Samuel Johnfon in forming a botanic 
language, of which a gloffary is prefixed to the 
work. The technical words they have adopted 
are fuch as would neceffarily be ufed in an Eng- 
lifli converlation by botanifts acquainted with 
the original of Linnaeus, fuch as calyx, carol, pi~ 
Jlil, pericarp, See. and the diminutives of theft', 
as calycle, cor diet. Sec. In a lid: of lovers of bo¬ 
tany, to whom they return thanks for advice and 
cffiftance, we find enumerated “ the learned and 
“ ingenious ladies Mrs. Egerton of Oulton Park, 
“ Chelhire; Mrs. Blackburne of Orford in Lan- 
“ calhire ; and Mrs. Cummins of Kenfington.” 

O 2 In 
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In an advertifement to the volume we arc told 
that the editors intend as foon as poffible to pub¬ 
lish a tranflation of the Genera and Species plan - 
tarum , and have therefore only given the efien- 
tial characters and fpecific diftindtions of plants 
in this work; intending to put the references 
and obfervations into their proper places in the 
Species, and the natural characters from the fup- 
plement into the Genera. 

14. Hortus Uptonienfis i or a Catalogue of 
ftove and green-houfe plants in Dr. Fothergift’s 
garden at Upton at the time of his deceafe. 8vo. 
Dilly , London, 1783. is. 6d. 

15. Delcription of a Glafs Apparatus for 

making in a few minutes, and at a very fmall 
expence, the belt mineral waters of Pyrmont, 
Spa, Seltzer, Seydfchutz, Aix la Chapelle, See. 
together with the defeription of two new eudi¬ 
ometers, or inftruments for afeertaining the 
wholefomenefs of refpirable air, and the method 
of ufing thefe inftruments. Jn a letter to the 
Rev. J. Prieftley, L. L. D. F. R. S. By J. Ii, 
de Magellan , F. R. S. 'The 3d edition, revifed, 
corrected, and enlarged by the author, with an 
examination of the ftrictures of Mr, T. Cavallo, 
F. R. S. upon thefe eudiometers. 8vo. London, 
1783. 80 pages. 

' 16. 
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1 6. Obfervations Medico-chemiques fur le 

Cancer, i. e. Medico-chemical obfervations on 
Cancer. By M. Martinet , curate of Soulaines 
near Bar-fur-Aubes. 8vo. Paris, 1781. 39 

pages. v 

This work contain? a great deal of erroneous 
theory. Its object is to recommend the external 
ufe of a folution of volatile alkali fluor in water 
in cancerous ulcers. Four cafes are related in 
which this application is faid to have been of 
ufe. 

17. Jofephi Jacobi Plenk chirurgiae dodoris, 
nec non chirurgise, anatomes atque artis obfte- 
triciae profefioris in regia univerfitate Budenfi, 
&c. Pharmacologia chirurgica, five dodrina de 
medicamentis, quae ad curationem morborurrt 
externorum adhibendi folent. 8vo. Vienna, ^83. 

18. /idalberti Vincentii Zarda , philof. & med. 
dod. pharmaca vegetabilia juxta pharmacopeiam 
Auftriaco provinc. 8vo. Prague, 1783. 364 pag. 

19. Flore de Bourgogne; ou Catalogue des 
plantes naturelles a cette province, et de celles 
qu’on y cultivc le plus communenlent, avec Vin¬ 
dication du fol ou elles croifTent, du terns de leuf 
fleuraifon, et de la couleur de leur fleurs. i. e. 
A Burgundy Flora, or Catalogue of the indi¬ 
genous plants of that province, and of thofe 

which 
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which are the raoft commonly cultivated there, 
with an account of the foil in which they grow, 
the time of their flowering, and the colour of 
their flowers. 2 vols. 8vo. Dijon, 1782. 

This work is the production of M. Durande. 
The number of plants defcribed in it amounts 
to 1284. The defcription of thefe fills the fir ft: 
volume. In the fecond volume he treats of their 
properties and ufes in phyfic, the arts, rural 
ceconomy, &c. 

20. Difiertatio Chemica de Terra Abfeftina 
quam prefide Mag. Torb. Bergman, chemise 
prof. reg. et ordin. nec non equite aurato reg. 
ord. de Wafa publice ventilandam fiftit Carolus 
Gujl. Robfahm , Vermelandus. 4to. Upfaliae, 
1782. p. 16. 

21. Difiertatio Chemica de analyfi lithomar- 
gae quam prefide Mag. Torb. Bergman, chemise 
prof. &c. publice ventilandam fiftit ftipendarius 
Gyllenjilmianus Carolus Dieteric. Hjerta , Weftro- 
gothus. 4to. Upfalise, 1782.. p. 14. 

22. Difiertatio Gradualis fiftens chemias pro- 
greflus a medio fsec. vii. ad medium faec. xviis 
cujus partem priorem prefide Mag. Torb. Berg¬ 
man, chemias prof. &c. publice ventilandam ex- 
hibet Petrus Afzelius Arvidfon , Weftrogothus. 
4to. Upfaliae, 1782. p. 40. ' 
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23. Elogio del Padre Beccaria, chierlco regu- 
lare delle Scuole Pie, profeflore di fifica lperi- 
mentale nella regia univerfita di Torino delle 
acc. di' Londra e di Bologna, membro onorario 
della R. accademia di pittura e fcultura di To¬ 
rino. 12mo. Torino, 1781. p. 30. 

This eulogium, which is elegantly printed on 
vellum, was pronounced by Count Tana, Nov. 
8, 17 81, at the academy of painting at Turin. 
It affords but an imperfeft view of the hiftory 
and writings of the learned father Beccaria, We 
here learn, that he was born Oct. 2, 1716, and 
died after a painful and lingering illnefs, May 27, 
1781.. The Englifh tranflation of his works was 
the book he opened with the moft pleafure. He 
was a great admirer of Virgil, Catullus, and 
Dante, and is faid to have had a tafte for pic¬ 
tures. 

24. Aanmerkingen over de Vcranderingen, 

walke de Steenen‘in de Pifblaas der menfchen 

/ 

onclergaan.—Brief over het Steenfnyden in twee 
reifen volgens P. Franco.—Verhandeling van 
den Heere Maret, over de Voordeelen van het 
fteenfnyden in twee tyden.—-Als mede de Stel- 
rigels van Celfus, Albucafis en Le Dran, over 
deefe Konftbewerking.—Geftaafd door de Waar- 
nemingen van de heeren Ten Haaf en Van Wy 

op- 
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opgefteld, overgezet, en met Verklaaringerr 
witgegeeven door Petrus Camper, i. e. Obi'er- 
vations on the changes which the ftone in the 
human bladder undergoes.— A letter concern¬ 
ing the operation»of lithotomy at two different 
times as recommended by P. Franco, and an 
cffay by M.’Maret on the advantages of lithoto¬ 
my performed in this manner, together with the 
rules laid down by Celfus, Albucafis, and Le 
Dran on this fubject, and the refults of the ex¬ 
periments of Meffieurs Ten Haaf and Van Wy* 
Written, tranflated, and iiluftrated with notes, 
by Peter Camper. 8vo. Amfterdam, 1782. 
203 pages. 

25. Beytrage zur fieberlehre. i. e. Additions 

1 

to the theory of fevers. By Chrijiian Frederic 
Elfner, M. D. 8vo. Koninglberg, 1782. 142 

pages. 

26. Hebammenunterricht in Gefprachen, &c. 
i. e. Obftetric inftitutes for the ufe of preg¬ 
nant and lying-in women. By John Chrijiopber 
Stackens, profeffor of phyfic at Jena. 8vo. Jena, 
1783. 216 pages. 
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I. Hijloire de la Societe Roy ale de Medecine. Annee 
1779. Avec les Memoires de Medecine et dePhyfi- 
que Medicale pour la mane annee , tires des Regif- 
' tres de cette Society i. e. Hijlory of the Royal Me¬ 
dical Society for the year 1779; with the Memoirs 
v relative to Phyfic and Medical Philofophy for the 
fame year , taken from the Regijlers of the Society. 
4to. Paris, 1782. 958 pages, with 15 copper¬ 
plates. 


I N the hiftorical part of this volume, we have 
an account of the prizes diftributed by the 
Society fince the publication of their fecond vo¬ 
lume ; and a copy of the king’s edidt which in¬ 
verts them with the diredtion of all the mineral 
waters in the French dominions, and the privi- 
Vol. V. N° II. P lege 
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lege of examining, approving, or proferibing 
all quack medicines. After thefe follow the eu¬ 
logies of the following deceafed afiociates*, viz. 
Mefiieurs Le Roy, Navier, Bucquet, Lieutaud, 
and Gaubius ; and likewife fhort accounts 
(under the title of Notices) of the late Mefiieurs 
Bonafos and Bernard, afiociates, and M. Plan- 
chon, a correfpondent, of the Society.—We 
fhall review each of thefe in the order in which 
they Hand. 

Charles leRoy was born at Paris, January 
the 12th, 1726. He was theyoungeftof four 
Tons of Julian leRoy, a famous watch-maker, 
and ftudied phyfic firfl at Paris and afterwards 
at Montpellier, where he graduated in 1752. 
But before this*, viz. in 1750, he travelled 
into Italy, and at his return, in 1751, commu¬ 
nicated to the Academy of Sciences at Paris 
fome obfervations, made in his travels, on the 
Grotto del Cam , and the luminous appearance 
of the fea. His experiments on the dew foon 
after procured him the honour of being elefred 
of the Academies of Sciences at Montpellier 
and Paris, and of the Royal Society of Lon¬ 
don.-In 1759, he was appointed to a Medical 

Profefiorfiiip at Montpellier, where he obtained 
confiderable reputation as a teacher and prac- 

, titioner 
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tttioner of phyfic, and likewife as a medical 
■writer. He devoted much of his leifure time 
to chemical enquiries, and after the death of 
M. Venel was appointed by government to rc- 
vife and complete the work undertaken by that 
celebrated chemift on the mineral waters of 
France. The materials of this work are now 

in the pofieilion of the Society.-In 1777, on 

the death of M. de Bordeu he was induced 
to remove from Montpellier to the capital, 
where his pro.fefiional talents were known and 
efteemed. Inftead of purchafing, as is ulually 
done, a medical appointment, which might 
give him the privilege of pra&ifing at Paris, 
he chofe rather to go through the forms pre- 
fcribed by the College of Phyficians, being of 
opinion, as he obferved to his friends on this 
occaficn, that a phyfician cannot poflefs too 
many claims to the confidence of the public. 
He had not been many months, however, in 
this new fituation before he began to vomit after 
meals, and to have lancinating pains and other 
fymptoms of a lchirrous pylorus, which proved 
fatal to him on the 10th of December, 1779. 
—Of his medical writings the mod interefting 
is his work on the Prognoftic in acute difeafes, 

P 2 ot 
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of which an Englifh tranflation has lately been 
publiffied (fee our 3d vol. p. 257). 

Peter Toussaint Navier was born Nov. 
1, 1712, at St. Dizier in ^Champagne, and 
after graduating at RheimS, in 1741, took up- 
his refidence at Chalons fur Marne, where he 
afterwards became one of the inftitutors of an 
Academy of Sciences, to which he communica¬ 
ted many ufcful papers ; but the work which 
gained him the moft reputation was on the antir 
dotes to arfenic and other poifons ( Contrepoifons 
de VArfenic, &c.) in % vols. 8vo. Publiflied 
in 1778. He died at Chalons, July 16, 1779, 
aged 67 years. 

John Baptist Michael Bucquet was bom 
at Paris, Feb. 18, 1746. His father, who was 
an advocate, defigned him for his own profef- 
fion ; but he foon quitted the ftudy of the law and 
' purfued that of phyfic. He was one of the firft 
members of the Royal Medical Society, and in 
1777 he was appointed by the College of Phy- 
ficians to fucceed M. Roux as profefior of che- 
miftry. He likewife gave private Jedtures on 
chemiftry and natural hiftory. His knowledge 
and eloquence*eminently qualified him for the 
office of a teacher ; but frequent attacks of a 
moft painful colic interrupted his purfuits, and 
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at length terminated in death in Jan. 1780, be-^ 
fore he had compleated his 34th year. During 
the laft courfe of his lectures he ufed to go from 
his bed to h s lefture-room, and there his moans 
ceafed, and he forced a placid countenance. 
During his le&ure, when his pains wereexceflive, 
he prefled againft the table, but never loft fight 
of his fubjeft. His pupils liftened to him with 
pity and aftonjlhment. After the courle was 
ended he determined to indulge in the ufe of fe- 
datives. Of aether, which had conftantly af¬ 
forded him a temporary relief, he at laft fwal- 
lowed a Paris pint every day, taking alfo in the 
fame fpace of time an hundred grains of opium. 

1 After his death the principal difeafe was found 
to be in the colon, which was contracted, fchir- 
rous, and ulcerated. The ftomach and in- 
teftines were inflamed and foftened by the ufe 
of aether, and the bile in the gall-bladder was 
of a rofe colour.—He was author of feveral 
papers publilhed by the Society, and by the 

Academy of Sciences, of which he was alfo a 

\ 

member. 

Joseph Lieutaud was the fon of an advo¬ 
cate, and was born at Aix, June 21, 1703. 
The relation, who fuperintended his education, 
yvas named Garidel (not Lieutaud, as we for¬ 
merly 
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merly mentioned, vol. i. p. 279) being his 
unde by his mother’s fide. In the cafe of thfc 
duke of Burgundy, when the phyficians -and 
furgeons, who were confulted, differed in opi¬ 
nion, they were ordered to deliver their fenti- 
ments in writing, M. Lieutaud, who • was one 
of the number, wrote, 14 the complaint of his 
M highnefs is a luxation of the thigh, occafion- 
« ed by a contufion of the cartilages, liga* 
ments, and fynovial glands of the cotyloid 
tc cavity.” This opinion was afterwards found 
to have been well founded. 

After the death of M. de Senac, the place of 
Ffrft Phyfician was for fome time put in com- 
milfion ; but when the prefent king of France 
came to the throne he veiled it in M. Lieutaud. 
His majefty, who was fond of converfing with 
him, one day alked him about a phyfician* 
who had been exceflively praifed in his pre¬ 
fence. “ Sire,” faid M. Lieutaud, “ this man 
“ is very far from deferving any of the fine 
« things that have been- faid of him; but it is 
« often in this manner that the great pay their 
“ phyficians.” 

He died after a Ihort illnefs. There remain 
of his family a filter* who is in her eighty-fixth 

year. 
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year, a brother who is a Francifcan monk, 
and feveral nephews. 

Jerom David Gaubius was born at Heidel¬ 
berg, Feb. 24, 1705. His grandfather was a 
colonel of horfe, who died leaving four fons to 
fubfift on a fmall pcnfion, which they loft at the 
death of the eledtor palatine Charles. Chrifto- 
pher, the youngcft, who was the father of our 
phyfician, engaged in trade at Heidelberg, and 
though a proteftant, placed his fon at the Jefuits 
college in that city j but fearing they might 
make him, a profelyte to their religion, he remo¬ 
ved him to the Orphan-houfe at Halle, where 
his matter is faid to have treated him harfhly, 
and to have confidered him as a youth deftitute 
of genius. But Gaubius perfifting in his attach¬ 
ment to a learned profefiion in preference to 
trade, for which his father, had defigned him, 
was fent to Amfterdam to be under the care of 
his uncle, John Gaubius, who pradtifed with 
great reputation in that city as a phyfician for 
fifty years, and is known by an Epijlola probk- 
matica in Ruyfcjv’s works. By this relation, who 
firft added an us to the family name of Gaube, 
young Gaubius was fent firft to Harderwyk, and 
afterwards to Leyden, where he attradled the 
notice of Boerhaave, and took the degree of doc- 



t tii l 

t6i* of phyfic in 1725; After quitting Leycteri 
he patTed a year at Paris, and went from thence 
to Strafburgh and Heidelberg, where his ftay 1 
was but fhort, as he foon returned to his tincle 
at Amfterdam, whofe daughter he afterwards 
married. By this marriage he had fix children, 
of whom only one daughter fur^ives him. Soon 
after his return to Amfterdam he was appointed 
phyfician to the town of Deventer, where he went 
to refide after having confulted Boerhaave, who 
promifed never to lofe fight of him in whatever 
country he might chance to fix. At Deventer 
* he applied himfelf much to the ftudy of phar¬ 
macy. Jn 1731, Boerhaave beginning to feel 
the infirmities of old age refigned his botanic 
chair to Van Royen, and his chemical profeffor- 
fhip to Gaubius. In 1734 he was elefted pro- 
fefior of phyfic, and then became the colleague 
of his mafter, who died four years after. 

The writings of Gaubius are few in number, 
but they have eftablilhed his reputation on the 
moft folid foundation. His Injlitutiones ‘patholo¬ 
gic medicinalis , Adverfaria varii argumenti, and 
his difcourfes de Regimine mentis , are all admired 
for the elegant ftyle in which they are written, 
and for the clear and accurate views they exhibit 

of the different fubjefls on which they treat.-—- 
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In-a paper in the Harlem Memoirs he gives an 
account of a cafe of inoculation of the fmall 
pox which had like to have ended fatally, and 
which afterwards made him not very friendly to 
that prattice. • , 

His medical famefpread throughout Europe, 
and the emprefs Elizabeth invited him to St. 
Peterfburgh to be her firft phyfician, but he de¬ 
clined accepting this flattering offer. In 1761 
the States General appointed him firft phyfician 
to the ftadcholder, then a minor-, and in 1768, 
when the prince cam^ of age and honoured the 
univerfity of Leyden with his prefence, Gaubius 
compofed fome Latin verfes on the occafionj 
which were much applauded.—He preferved his 
health till the age of feventy, when he began to 
be troubled with the gout. In November 1780, 
after returning from the Hague, he was attacked 
with a fever, which carried him off on the 29th 
’day of the fame month, in his 75th year* He 
"has left a large fortune to his daughter, Maria 
Amelia, who is married to Mr. Henry Twent, 
one of the magiftrates of Leyden. 

Joseph Bonafos, fenior member of the fa¬ 
culty of phyfic at Perpignan, was born there 
December 4, 1725. He was phyfician to the 
Military Hofpital and Hotel Dieu in that city,^ 
and died on the 5th of February 1779 of a pu- 
Vol.V. N° 1 I. trid 
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trid fever. He has left behind him a MS. trea- 
tife on the Practice of Phvfic. 

John Bernard was born May 14, 1702, at 
Nantes, where his father was a phyfician. He gra¬ 
duated at Montpellier, and practifcd firfl at Ro¬ 
chelle-, but M. d’Aguefiau, chancellor of France, 
who patronized him, procured for him a medi¬ 
cal proftfforfhip at Douay, where he taught ana¬ 
tomy and phyfiology with much reputation. 
His phyfiological doctrines are contained in fe- 
ven differtations publifhed at different times in 
Latin. He was elected of different academies, 
and among others of the Royal Society of Lon¬ 
don. He was a man of pleafantry, and even 
in fcholaftic ceremonies found it difficult to pre- 
ferve a grave countenance, but he is faid to 
have been ftrid in his examination of candidates 
for academical degrees. He died of a ftrangu- 
lated hernia in 1781, aged 80 years. 

John Baptist Luke Planchon was born at 

Renaix in Flanders, Nov. 5, 1734. His father, 

who was a phyfician, praiftifed at Leuze, a fmall 

town in Hainault, and was ruined by a fire, 
% 

which deftroyed the greateft part of the town in 
1742, fo that he was incapable of giving his 
foil a learned education. For this he was in¬ 
debted 



' dcbted to his uncle, who was in the church, and 
fent him firft to ftudy at Ath, and afterwards at 
Louvaine, where he was admitted a licentiate in 
phyfic in 1758. He fettled as a phyfician at 
Tournay, and was the author of feme ingenious 
differtations which obtained the prizes offered by 
different academies, and amona; others of a trea- 

0 

tile on the miliary fever of lying-in women, 
which obtained the approbation of the faculty 
of phyfic at Paris in 1778. The late emprefs of 
Germany honoured him with a gold medal, and 
ordered Baron Storck her phyfician to thank 
him for his fervices during an epidemic difeafe 
that had prevailed in the Low Countries. He 
died of a fever Nov. 6, 1781, aged 47 years. 

Meteorological Obfervations , by Father Cotte .— 
Thefe are on the fame plan as thofe of the for¬ 
mer volume. (See our 4th vol. p. 41.) 

Practice of Ply fie .— 1. Obfervations on the ve¬ 
nereal difeafe , and the thrufh with which new-born 
children are attacked , with refieflions on the nature 
and treatment of thefe two diforders. By M. Co- 
lombier.—An holpital called Hoj-pice de Vaugi- 
rardy has lately been eftablifhed near Paris for 
the reception and cure of infants afflicted with 
the venereal difeafe, and likewife of their mothers 
or nurfes. The greater number of fuch infe&ed 

Q, 2 chil- 



/ 


, [ i 2 4 ] 

N 

children, we are told,, are born before the ufual 
period. The firft circumftance that (trikes the 
phyfician on feeing them is, that the (kin of the 
face as well as of the reft of the body, is fhri- 
velled, and that they feem to bear the marks of 
old age. Many of thefe poor children are re¬ 
duced to a true ftate of marafmus, and in the 
advanced ftage of the dileafe the lips, tongue, 
and fauces are covered with chancrous apthae, 
which are found to extend along the larynx, an4 
even down the pharynx and oefophagus to the 
internal furface of the ftomach. In fome the 
armpits, nipples, and belly are ulcerated ; but 
the mod common fymptom is an ophthalmia, 
which in the (lighter ftate of the difeafe is con¬ 
fined to the eye-lids, but in the mord advanced 
ftage affedts the tunica conjunctiva. In both 
cafes the great angle of the eye is filled with pu¬ 
rulent matter, and fometimes is ulcerated. In 
v fome patients the parts or generation are affect¬ 
ed,' and almoft all have a diarrhoea. In thefe 
cafes mercurials, though adminiftered ift fmall 
dofes, having been found to be too adtive, our 
author was induced to try the effedt of mercurial 
fridtions on the mothers and nurfes of the pa¬ 
ints. For this purpofe a number of pregnant 
women afflidted with lues, were admitted into 

the 
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the hofpital to lie-in and fuckle their children, 
on condition that each pf them, if their drength 
would permit, fhould fuckle another infedted 
child. Infedled nurfes were likewife admitted 
on the fame condition. The cure was eftedted 
by bathing and fridtions x as in the Montpellier 
method, or cure by extin&ion as it is called. 
From June 1780 to July 1781, 136 infedled 
children were admitted into the hofpital. Of 
this number 42 were cured of their venereal 
complaints; the remainder died. Concerning 
the latter, however, we are told, that many of 
them were fo much difeafed, when brought to 
the hofpital, that they died in a day or two after 
their' admiflion. Our author likewife informs 
us, that from calculations it appears, that in 
this hofpital a greater proportion of infedted 
children are laved than of healthy children in¬ 
truded to the care of nurfes, and that before 
this inditution was fet on foot hardly any chil¬ 
dren were preferved when infedted with the ve¬ 
nereal difeafe. 

The thrulh (which our author didinguilhes 
by the names of Millet and Meguet, neither of 
which are to be met with in the writings of 
Sauvages) is another difeafe that particularly 

affedts new-born children, and under fome cir- 

cumdances 
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cumftances becomes contagious. The fymp- 
toms of it are fmall, white, hard puftules on 
the lips, tongue, and even alimentary canal, 
which prevent deglutition. Thefe are fucceeded 
by diarrhoea ; the face grows pale, and at length 
purple fpots appear on the body, and may be 
confidered as the figns of death. This difeafe, 
when contagious, is afcribed by our author to 
the noxious effluvia produced by crowding to¬ 
gether a great number of children in confined 
apartments. Nine children, we are told, who 
had remained only twenty-four hours in a room 
where it prevailed, were all of them attacked 
with it. A pure air and wholefome diet, clean- 
linefs, mild tonics, and expofure to the vapour 
of mercury for a few hours every day, are faid 
to be the only means o'f cure as yet difcovered. 
Care is to be taken to purify the apartments by 
frefli air and other means.—2. New Obfervaiions 
on Medical Eleflricity, by M. Mauduyt.—3. Ac¬ 
count of a Solvent of biliary Concretions , by M. 
Durande. This folvent Jiad been lpoken of in a 
former volume (fee our 3d vol. p. 160); but 
no mention had been made of the propor¬ 
tions of the ingredients that compofe it, 'or 
the method of adminiftering it. We are now 
directed to mix two drachms of fpirit of tur¬ 
pentine. 




Some obfervations on difeafes of the bones like- 
wile make part of the paper, and among other 
things we have an account of an anchylofis of 
the os humeri with the icapula in a fcrophulous 
fubjedt. Next follow remains on the treatment 
of aneurifmal tumours by compreflion, and a 
defeription of the difpofition of the vefiels in 
the pituitary membrane of the horfe and ru¬ 
minating animals. The paper clofes with ah 
account of the date of the bodies in the vault 
of the church belonging to the Cordeliers at 

Touloufe. This church was built about the mid* 

/ 

die of the 16th century, and there are bodies in 
the vault under it which have been there fince 

i 

that time, and were feen by the Editor of this 
Journal in 1776. They have long been an ob- 
jedt of curiofity to travellers. M. Vicq d’Azyr, 
having brought feveral limbs of thefe bodies to 
Paris, found their levity very great. The 
bodies themfelves commonly weigh from nine 
to twelve pounds each. There remains only 
the bafis of the parts that had the mod con¬ 
fidence, and when the dry, tanned-like (kin is 
removed, infedts are found in the place of cel¬ 
lular membrane.-The different fubjedls de- 

feribed in this paper are illudrated by a great 
number of elegant figures in nine plates. 

[To be continued .J 
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II. Apia Academia Scientiarum Imperialis Petropo- 
litance , pro anno 1777. Pars pofterior. 41:0. 

Petropoli, 1780. 479 pages, with 14 copper 
plates. 

O F the fir ft part of this volume, publiftied 
in the year 1778, we have already given 
an account (vol. ii. p. 26). The fir ft 84 pages 
. of the part now before ns are allotted to the 
Hiftory of the Academy. Under this head we 
meet with the following articles •, viz. 1. Obfer - 
nations on the medicinal virtues of fame indigenous 

plants , the ufe of which has either been unknown 

\ 

to , or neglefted b)\ the moderns ; extracted by Pro- 
feffor Pallas from a paper prefented to the Academy 
by John Emanuel Gdliberr, M. D. formerly Pro- 
fejfor of Anatomy and Botany at Lyons , Dire PI or 
of the Royal Medical Academy at Grodno , &c. 
The author of thefe obfervations begins with 
recommending the leaves of th e Euphorbia Cy- 
parifp.aSy dried and powdered, as a fubftitute for 
jalap. Thirty grains of this medicine are faid 
to prove gently purgative to children Even years 
old. In adults the dofe may be increaled to two 
fcruples. The author fpeaks of this as a re¬ 
medy of fingular efficacy in cutaneous difeafes. 
He obferves that the roots and feeds of this 
Vol. V. N° II. R fpecies 
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fpecies of Euphorbia were in ufe amongft the 
ancients, and are particularly extolled by Ru- 
landus ; but thefe parts of the plant, frpm their 
containing a large proportion of relin, operate 
with too much violence ; an objection, it feems, 
which does not hold good with refpect to the 
leaves. As a fubftitute for lpecacoanha, the 
author recommends Afarum given either in pow¬ 
der (in any quantity from twelve to thirty 
grains) or in decodtion. Twenty grains of the 
powder mixed with three ounces of manna are 
faid to prove ftrongly purgative as well as 
emetic. The root of the Eupatcrium Canna- 
binum, formerly recommended by Gefner, has 
likewife been found by our author to be a very 
mild emetic, and fpeedy in its operation. He 
obferves that the bark of this root excites vomit¬ 
ing, when infufed either in w’ine or water ; but 
he gives the preference to it in fubftance. 

M. Gillibert next {peaks of the efficacy of a 
decoction of Saponaria in vifceral obftrudtions. 
As a fubftitute for Cantharides in the way of 
blifters, he thinks that feveral of the acrid 
plants might be ufed with fuccefs. He fpeaks, 
of an old woman in Poland, who uled to cure 
tertian fevers, after the third fit,, by applying 
to the wrifts an epithem compofed o:' the frefh 

. . bark 
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bark of the Clematis refta, which raifes veficles 
without exciting inflammation. He himfelf, he 
obferves, has feen the external application of 
the bruifed leaves of the Ranunculus acris pro¬ 
cure immediate relief iri an obftinate cafe of 
clavus hyflericus. To this account Profeflor 
Pallas adds, that the peafants in Ruflia are ac- 
cuftomed to apply as a veficatory the bruifed 
leaves of the Anemone patens. 

In cutaneous difeafcs M. -Gillibert recom¬ 
mend? a deco&ion of liquorice root (taken as 
common drink, and likewife applied externally 
in the way of lotion) as a ufeful remedy when 
aftifted by a milk-diet. 

2. Remedy of the Calmucks againft the Rheu- 
matifm.—An interpreter who refides among the 
Calmucks, at the expence of the Academy, 
with a view to acquire information concerning 
their language, cuftoms, &c. has communi¬ 
cated this account of a remedy which thefe 
people have lately begun to make ufe of againft 
the rheumatifm. It confifts of a deco< 5 tion of 
the Ephedra Monojlacha , a fmall (hrub which 
grows in great abundance in elevated and fandy 
fituations in the fouthern parts of Ruflia and 
Siberia. The patients, who take this medicine, 
are directed to be well covered in order to fa- 
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vour fvveating, which it excites very profufely* 
The complaint, we are told, feldom fails to be 
. removed after the firft or fecond fweat. Pro- 
feffor Pallas thinks it probable that the Ephedra 
Liftachya , which grows in Spain, and the fou- 
thern provinces of France, poflefies fimilar vir¬ 
tues. 

The Hiftory of the Academy is followed by 
the A£la. The papers which compofe this part 
of the work are arranged under the feveral heads 
of Mathematical Vhyfico-Mathematica , Phyjica y 
and Ajlronomica. The papers contained in the 
firft of thefe divifions are, i. Lobelia Hybrida, 
auftcre J. T. Koelreuter.—In our account of 
the former part of this volume (vol. ii. p. 33) 
we noticed the experiments of this ingenious 
academician on the produ&ion of hybrid,a or 
mules in the vegetable kingdom. In the pre- 
fent paper he gives the relult of his experiments, 
with different fpecies of Lobelia. —2. Lifertatio 
de Cranio Rhinocerotis Africani, Cornu Gemino , 
aublore Petro Camper (fee our 3d vol. p. 30). 
—3. Additamentum ad precedentem LiJfertationem y 
aublore P. S. Pallas.—4. Obfervatio de Dentibus 
molaribus fojjilibus ignoti animalis , Canadenfibm 
* . analogis , etiam ad Uralenfe jugum repertis .— 5. 

• . Obfervationes circa Myrmecophogam Africanam & 
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Didelphidis novam fpeciem orientalem *, e Literis 
celeb err. Petri Camper excerpt a & illufirata. — 6 .* 
Defcription duBufle a queue de cheval t precedee 
d'Obfervations generales fur les efpeces fauvages du 
gros bet ail .*—7. Obfervations fur I'Afne dans fon 
etat fauvage , ou Jur le veritable Onagre des An- 
ciens .■—The laft four articles are by Profefior 
Pallas. 

In reviewing colleflions like the prefent we 
are obliged, by the limits of our work, to con-i. 
fine ourfelves, as much as pofiible, to fubje&s 
ftri&ly medical. Of articles, like thofe juft now 
enumerated, we muft in general content our¬ 
felves with mentioning only the titles. 


Ill, Nouveaux Memoires de VAcademic de Dijon , 
pour la partie des Sciences et Arts •, i. e. New 
Memoirs of the Academy of Dijon , relative to 
the Sciences and Arts. Vol. 1 . for 1782. Part II. 
8vo. Dijon, 1783. 

1 .qN the-means*of Saturating the mother waters 
of nitre without lofs of alkali ; and of avoid¬ 
ing the mixture of the fait of Sylvius with the 
Saltpetre. By M. de Moryeau.— 2. Sequel to the 
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Effay on biliary concretions. By M. Durance, 
(lee our 4th vol. p. 381).—Eight cafes are here 
related, in which a mixture of aether and fpirit 
of turpentine was adminiftered with fuccefs. 
The reader will find an account of this remedy 
in a former part (p. 126) of our prelent vo¬ 
lume.—3. Account of the lead mine found at Saint 
Prix foils Beuvray , with mineralogical obfervations 
on that -part of Burgundy. By Meflieurs de 
Morveau and Champy.— 4. Aftronomical obfer - 
xnations, by M. Roger.—5. On the glow-worm. 
By M. Guenau de Montbeillard.— 6 . Analyfis of 
the mineral waters of Premeaux in Burgundy. By 
M. Maret.—7. Obfervations relative to natural 
hiftory , made in croffing the province of Burgundy , 
from the Tonne to the Saone , that is , from Auxerre 
to Chalons j to which are added fome philofophical 
remarks. By M. Pazumot.—8. Cafe of a colic 
accafoned by biliary concretions , and cured by the ' 
folvent of thofe Calculi. By M, Maret.—The 

patient, whofe cafe is here related, was a man 
fixty years old, of a robuft habit, and fubjeft 
to frequent attacks of colic, accompanied with 
jaundice. Thefe fymptoms were aferibed to 
biliary concretions, and recourfe was had to 
M. Durande’s method of treatment. -At Hrft 
•the patient took the Solvent once, and after- 

~ wards 
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wards twice a day, in the dofes recommended 
by M. Durande, and during the ufe of this re¬ 
medy he drank plentifully of diluents, and 
avoided all ftrong liquors. Before he had taken 
two ounces of the medicine his jaundice had in 
a great meafure difappeared, and his urine and 
fceces had almoft entirely refumed their na¬ 
tural colour. By the time he had taken an¬ 
other ounce of it, he found himfelf perfectly 
cured, and when this account was written he 
had remained well fix months. No gall-(tones 
were obferved in his (tools. M. Maret adds, 
that he could mention other inftances of the 
efficacy of this Solvent.—9. Farther remarks on 
Jluices — By M. Gauthey.—10. Extract from the 
meteorological diary kept by M. Maret from the year 
, 17 63 . to the prefent. —11. Natural and botanic 
hijlory of Cevadilla. By M. Willemet. - Mo- 
nard, a phyfkian of the 16th century, was the 
firffc who mentioned this plant, of which he has 
given a wooden cut in his Hiftoria fimplicium 

Medic ament or um ex novo Orbe delatcrum - He 

/ 

(peaks of its cauftic qualities *, but obferves 
that its ftrength may be moderated by infufing 
it in rofe-water. Lemery, who has copied from 
this writer what he fays of the Cevadilla in his 
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Dictionary of Drugs, obferves that, in his time, 
none of it was to be feen in France, but at pre- 
fent, we are told, its feeds and capfula are very 
common in trade. The plant that produces them 
is not yet fatisfa&orily afccrtained. Linnaeus, 
tho* he fpeaks of its acrid and poifonous pro¬ 
perties in his Materia Medica, has not been able 
to clafs it in his fexual fyftem. Haller clafies 
it with the Delphinium confolida and Aconitrim. 
An herborift of Lorraine has allured our.author, 
that it is no other than the yellow aconite, and 
he is endeavouring, he tells us, to afcertain the 
truth of this by attempting to make the feeds of 
Cevadilla vegetate. The moll fatisfadlory ac¬ 
count, which Mr. Willemet has met with of the 
natural hiftory of the plant in queftion, is in the, 
botanic obfervations of Retzius, publifhed at 
Leipfic in 1779. The powder of Cevadilla 
forms the bafis of a compofition called Capu¬ 
chins Powder (Poudre des Capuchins) ufed in 
France for deftroying lice, and this, we are told, 
is the only ufe to which it is at prefent applied, 
—12. Remainder of the meteorological hijlory of 
1782. By Maret. 


IV. Be- 
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IV. Betrachtungen iiber die Ruhr , i£c. i.e. Re¬ 
marks on the Dyfentery , with an appendix on 
putrid fevers. By Chriftian Lewis Murfinna, 
furgeon major of the regiment of Pet erfdorf. 8vo. 
Berlin, 1780. 140 pages. 

T H E dyfentery which prevailed at IJerford 
in Weftphalia, and which is the principal 
fubject of this little work, firfl: made its appear¬ 
ance about the clofe of July 1779. During the 
firft week or two it was confined chiefly to the 
lower clafs of people, who are uncleanly, and 
badly fed and cloathcd; but towards the latter 
end of Auguft it fpread among all ranks of 
people. The town contains about 3000 inhabi¬ 
tants, and, of thefe, 340 were labouring under 
the difeafe at the beginning of September, when 
the epidemic is faid to have been at its height. 
Its violence abated as the heat of the weather 
fubfided, and before the beginning of Oflober, 
we are told, it had almoft entirely difappeared. 

To oppofe the progrefs of this contagion, a 
council of health, compofed of the magiftrates, 
clergy, and phyficians of the town, gave direc¬ 
tions for the interment of the dead on the day 
on which they died,, in a place at fome diftance 
Vol. V. N° II. S from 
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from the town. At the fame time the town was 
divided into fixteen diftri< 5 ts, in each of which 
two perfons of known vigilance and probity 
were appointed to enforce the precautions and 
modes of treatment recommended by the phy- 
ftcians. To thefe circumftances and the libera¬ 
lity with which the poor were afiifted by the 
more opulent inhabitants, our author thinks it 
was in a great meafure owing, that of 66o pa¬ 
tients who were attacked with the dyfentery in 
the courfe of two months, only 168 died. 

Among the predifpofing caufes of this epide¬ 
mic our author enumerates the uncommon heat 
of the fummer •, the occupation of the greater 
number of the inhabitants, who are employed in 
agriculture; their food, which conftfts chiefly of 
falted and fmoaked meat; their want of cleanli- 
nefs; the fituation of the town, which is mar- 
fhy ; and laftly, ncgledt at the firft attack of the 
difeafe. 

, He remarks, that patients in affluent circum¬ 
ftances had commonly only flight attacks of the 
difeafe, and fometimes Amply a diarrhoea. He 
had occafion to obferve that fear, in fome cafes, 
feemed to afflft in propagating the difeafe. 

This dyfentery, we are told, was commonly 
fudden in its attack. Itufually began with a (hi- 
. - vering, 
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vering, and pain in the loins; ,to thefe fucceeded 
violent pains in the belly, and frequent ftools, 
which were oftentimes bloody and always mu¬ 
cous. The greater number of patients preferved 
their appetite for the fird day or two, but in a 
few the domach was difordered even at the 
beginning. The pulfe was feldom affedted till 
the difeafe had made fome progrefs, and then it 
often became extremely qufck. The treatment 
which was found to be mod fuccefsful confided 
in the ufe of emetic tartar, eighteen grains of 
which were diflolved in fix ounces of water fweet- 
ened with fyrup. Of this mixture a table fpoon- 
ful was diredted to be taken every half hour till 
the patient vomited. To this was added the 
ufe of a purging mixture of two ounces of ta¬ 
marinds, and half an ounce of Glauber’s lalt, dif- 
foived in four ounces and a half of water, and 
fweetened with an ounce of fyrup : of this a tea 
cupful was adminidered every two hours. In 
fome cafes, where the,date of the pulfe feemed 
to indicate it, bleeding was had recourfe to, and 
when the pains were violent bliders were fome- 
times applied with fuccefs to the belly, and to 
the calves of the legs. Glyders were likewife 
frequently thrown up, and fomentations to the 
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Ipelly, of linfeed oil, camphor and opimn, were 
found to be ufcful in mitigating pain. 


V. Six Difccurjes, delivered by Sir John Pringle\ - 
Bart, when Prefident of the Royal Society ; on ' 
occafion of fix annual alignments of Sir God¬ 
frey Copley 7 s Medal. To which is prefixed the, 
life of the Author , by Andrew Kippis, D. D. 

F. R. S. and S. A. 8vo. Cadell, London , 
^783. 384 pages. 

* X 

T HESE celebrated difeourfes on the different 
kinds of Air—on the Torpedo—on [the At¬ 
traction of mountains—on fame late Improvementf 
of the means for preferving the health of mari¬ 
ners—on the Invention and Improvements of the 
refilling telefcope—znd on the Theory of gunnery, 
do not come within the plan of our Journal, if 
we except the firft and the fourth ; and with 
theie, when we confider the length of time that 
has. elapfed fince they firft made their appearance, 
we may reafonably fuppofe our readers to be well 
acquainted. It is on account of the elegant ac- 
QQpnt it contains of the learned author, that we 
introduce this volume to our readers. We have 

long 
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he happened to be feized there with a fit of 
ficknefs. Nevcrthelefs he did not owe his reco¬ 
very to his friend’s advice j for Van Swieten 
having refufed to give him the bark, another 
prefcribed it, and Mr. Pringle was cured. From 
Leyden, Dr. Pringle went to complete' his me¬ 
dical ftudies at Paris, and foon after fettled as a 
phyfician at Edinburgh, where, in March 1734, 
he was appointed profefior of pneumatics and 
moral philolophy. In difcharging the duties of 
this new employment, his text book was Puffen- 
-dorff De officio hominis et civis. Befides this he 
annually delivered feveral ledtures on the imma¬ 
teriality and immortality of the foul; fubjedts 
which were not a little difcufied at that period. 

He remained at Edinburgh till 1742, when, 
by the intereft of the earl of Stair, to whom he 
had been recommended by Dr. Srevenfon, an 
eminent phyfician at Edinburgh, he was confti- 
tuted phyfician to the military hofpital in Flan¬ 
ders. With this appointment he was permitted 
to retain his profeflorfhip, and MefTrs. Muirhead 
and Cleghorn were allowed to teach in his ab- 
fence. 

At the battle of Dettingen Dr. Pringle was in 
a coach with Lord Carteret during the whole 
time of the engagement, and the fituation they 

were 




were placed in was dangerous, as they were be¬ 
twixt the fire of the line in front, a French bat¬ 
tery on the left, and a wood full of huffars on 
the right. 

Soon after this his friend the earl of Stair re¬ 
tired from the army. Dr. Pringle offered to 
refign with his noble patron, but that liberal 
minded commander would not permit him to 
think of it for a moment. He therefore conti- 

I 

nued to attend the army, in Flanders, through 
the campaign of 1744,. and in the fpring follow¬ 
ing, the duke of Cumberland appointed him 
phylician general to his majefty’s forces in the 
Low Countries. He now thought it right to re¬ 
fign his profefforfhip in the univerfity of Edin¬ 
burgh, and in 1745 he was recalled from Flan¬ 
ders to attend the troops which were to be fent 
againft the rebels in Scotland. On the 30th of 
October of that year he was elected a fellow of 
the Royal Society. ( 

In 1747 and 1748 he again attended the army 
abroad ; but after the treaty at Aix la Chapelle * 
came to refide in London, and in April 1749 
was appointed phyfician to his R. H. the duke 
of Cumberland. In 1750 he publifhed his Ob- 
fervarions on the Jail or Hofpital Fever, which 
were afterwards incorporated in his great work 
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On the Difeafcs of the Army. In the fame year 
he began to communicate to ,the Royal Society 
his experiments upon feptic arid antifeptic fub- 
ftances, which procured him the honour of Sir 
Godfrey Copley’s gold medal. He afterwards 
communicated to that learned body feveral other 
papers, which appear in different volumes of 
their TranfaCtions j and he likewife publifhed in 
the Edin. Med. EfTays, vol. V. an Account of 
the fuccefs of the vitrim c era turn anfirnonii. 

On the 14th of April 1742 he married Char¬ 
lotte, the fecond daughter of Dr* Oliver, an 
eminent phyfician at Bath; This connexion, 
which we have heard was not a happy one (tho* 
this circumftancfe is not mentioned by the learned 
and worthy biographer) did not laft long 5 the 
lady dying in the fpace of a few years. 

In the fame year Dr. Pringle publifhed the 
firft edition of his “ Obfervations on the Dif- 
eafes of the Army.” Of this work, which hath 
now paffed through feven editions, Dr. Kippis 
very properly obferves, that it hath placed the 
writer of it in a rank with the famous Syden¬ 
ham. ct Like Sydenham, too—fays he—he hath 
“ become eminent, not by the quantity, but 
“ the value of his productions; and hath af- 
“ forded a happy inftance of the great and de- 

“ ferved 



** ferved fame vvhich mav fometimes arife from 

# • 

u a fingle performance.”— 

In the war that began in 1755, Dr. Pringle 
attended the camps in England during three fca- 
fons. In 1758 he entirely quitted the fervice^of 
the army, and on the 5th of July in that year 
was admitted a licentiate of the college of phy- 
ficians of London. In 1761 he was appointed 
phyfician to the queen’s houfhold. In 1763 he 
’ was conftituted phyfician extraordinary, and the 
year following (on the deceafe of Dr. Wollafton) 
phyfician in ordinary to her majefty. In 1766 
he was raifed to the dignity of a baronet. In 
1768 he was appointed phyfician in ordinary to 
the late princefs of Wales, and in 1774 he re¬ 
ceived the laft promotion that was given him in 
„ his medical capacity ; which was his being made 
phyficiap extraordinary to his majefty. 

In 1772, on the deceafe of James Weft, Efq. 
Sir John Pringle was elected prefident of the 
Royal Society: this was undoubtedly the higheft 
honour that he ever received. “ It was at a very 
“ aufpicious time—Dr.Kippis obfervcs—that Sir 
u John Pringle was called upon to prefide over 
“ the Royal Society. A wonderful ardour for 
“ philofophical fcience, and for the advance- 
14 ment of natural knowledge, had of late years 
Vol.V. NMI. T dif- 
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“ difplayed itfelf through Europe, and had ap- 
“ peared with particular advantage in our own 

“ country.-The fpirit of experimental invef- 

“ tigation was high; and nothing could be 
“ more agreeable to the genius of Sir John 
“ Pringle, than to cherifh fuch a fpirit. He 
“ endeavoured to do it by all the methods that 
were in his powe'r; and he happily {truck 
“ upon a new way to diftin&ion and ufefulnefs, 
“ by the difcourfes which were delivered by 
“ him on the annual aflignment of Sir Godfrey 
“ Copley’s medal.” Dr. Kippis points out the 
particular merits of each of thefe excellent dif¬ 
courfes. 

Several marks of literary diftinffion had been 

conferred on Sir John Pringle, before he was 

raifed to the Prefident’s chair. But after that 

event almoft all the learned fcfcieties in Europe 

were anxious to enroll him in the lilt of their 
* 

members. Of the academical honours, enu¬ 
merated by the learned biographer, we fhall 
content ourfelves with mentioning that conferred 
by the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, 
who, in 1778, elected Sir John Pringle to fuc- 
ceed the celebrated Linnasus, as one of their 

f 

foreign members. This honour, being limited 

to 
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to eight perfons, is juRly efteemed a moR 
eminent mark of diRindtion., ' 

As Sir John Pringle was in his fixty-fixth 
year when he was eledted Prefident of the Royal 
Society, it was natural to expedt that in the 
courfe of a few years the various and important 
duties of this Ration would become burthen- 
fome to him. A fall, from which he received 
confiderable hurt, and which in its confequences 
affedled his health and fpirits, likewife contri¬ 
buted, we are told, to induce him to refign the 
chair. It hath indeed been reported that he was 
much hurt by the difputes of the Society con¬ 
cerning eledtrical conductors i but Dr. Kippis, 
who was then in the habit of a Rridt intimacy 
with Sir John Pringle, never heard from him 
any fuggeftion of this kind. His declining 
. years, and the general Rate of his health, form 
fufficient reafons for his refignation, which took 
place in 1778, when Jofeph Banks, Efq. (now 
Sir Joleph Banks, Bart.) was unanimouQy eledt- 
„ed Prefident in his room, “ a gentleman,’* fays 
our candid and learned biographer, who had 
eminently diRinguiftied himfelf by his ac- 
w quaintance with natural hiRory ; who had 
“ failed round the globe, and performed 
“ other voyages in purfuit of that branch of 

T 2 “ fcience ; 
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“ fcience; who is preparing, at an immenfe 
“ cxpence and labour, the nobleft and mdft 
“ fplendid botanical work, which hath ever 
46 been prefented to the public; and who hath 
“ amply juftified the choice that was made of 
« him, by his .attention, to every part of Tii$ 

“ duty, and his afiiduous concern to promote 
“ the intereft and honour of the Society.” 

Though Sir John Pt Ingle now did not attend 
the meetings of the Royal Society fo conftantly 
'as he had formerly done, his houfe {till continued 
to be the refort of ingenious men. He was held 
in particular efteem by eminent and learned fo¬ 
reigners, none of whom came to' London with¬ 
out vifiting him, and it would have been an 
uncommon thing not to have feen fome of them 
at his Sunday evening converfations. 

In the fummer of 1780 he made an excurfion 
to Scotland, and purchafed a houie at Edin¬ 
burgh, where he intended to pafs the remainder 
of his days. When he returned to London in 
the autumn, he fet about preparing to put his 
fcheme in execution. Accordingly he difpofcd 
of his houfe in Pall-mall, and of the greateft 
part of his library, and in the fpring of 1781 
removed to Edinburgh. “ In this city,” Dr. 
Kippis obferves, “ he was treated by perfons of 

“ all 
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“ all ranks, with every mark of refpeft. But 
“ Edinburgh was not now to him what it had. 

“ been in early life-many, if not mod, of 

“ his old friends and contemporaries were dead *, 
and, tho’ fome of them remained, they could 
“ not meet together with the fame ftrength of 
“ conftitution, the fame ardour of purfuit, the 
“ fame animation of hope, which they had for- 
“ merly polfefTed. The younger men of eminence 
>“ paid him the fincereft teftimonies of efteem 
“ and regard ; but it was top late in life for 
“ him to form new habits of clofe and intimate 
“ friendfhip. ” ,He likewife^ found the air of 
Edinburgh too cold for his frame. Thefe 
evils were increafed by his increafing infirmities, 
and he determined to return once more to Lon¬ 
don. 

\ 

Before he quitted Edinburgh he prefented 
ten volumes, folio, of medical and phyfical ob- 
fervations, in MS. to the College of Phyficians, 
pn condition that they fiiould neither be printed, 
nor lent out of the library. 

He came back to London in September 1781, 
and refided in King-ftreet, St. James’s Square, 
where he renewed his Sunday evening converfa- 
tions. The other evenings of the week he 
ufualiy pafled with a philofophical fociety, of 
, which 
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which he had long been a member, and which met 
at Mr. Watfon’s a grocer in the Strand. In the 
mean time, however, his ftrength was declining 
with rapidity, and on Monday the 14th of 
January 1782, being with the fociety at Wat-, 
fon’s, he was feized with a fit, which carried 
him off on the Friday following, in the 75th 
year of his age. On the 7th of February, he 
was interred in St. James’s Church, Weftmin- 
fter. 

Dr. Kippis adds that, as a teftimony of re¬ 
gard to his memory, at the firft meeting of the 
College of Phyficians at Edinburgh after his 
deceafe, all the members appeared in deep 
mourning. , ' 

Sir John Pringle bequeathed the bulk of his 
fortune to his nephew and heir Sir James Pringle 
of Stichel, Bart, but a fum, equal to feven hun-' 
dred pounds a year, was appropriated to an¬ 
nuities, rcvertible to that gentleman at the death 
of the annuitants. Fie provided likewife for two 
fervants, who had lived with him a considerable 
time and he left legacies to Dr. Kippis. and 
fome other particular friends. 

We come now to the chara&er of Sir John 
Pringle.—Dr. Kippis confiders him firff as a 
practical phyfician. “ He was diftinguifhed,” 
•' we 
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we are told, 44 in this refpect, by his attention' 
“ and fagacity. For the recovery of his pa- 
44 tients he was anxioufly concerned •, and his 
44 anxiety might, perhaps, be increafed from 
“ his conviction, that the art of phyfic, though 
44 eminently ufeful, muft ever, from unavoid- 
44 able circumftances, be attended with a cer- 
- “ tain degree of uncertainty. His care was 
“ rewarded with much luccefs in the courfe of 
“ his practice. In the exercife of his profef- 
44 Hon, he was not rapacious *, being ready, 
“ on various occafions, to give his advice with- 
44 out pecuniary views. This he never denied 
44 to the poor •, and from many of his friends 
44 in better circumftances, and who were well 
44 able to afford the cuftomary gratifications, 
“ he refufed to accept of fees. 

“ The turn of Sir John Pringle’s mind,** 
continues our author, “ led him chiefly to the 
44 love of fcience, which he built on the firm 
44 bafis of faCt. With regard to philofophy in 
44 general, he was as averfe to theory, unfup- 
44 ported by experiments, as he was with refpeCt 
44 to medicine in particular. Lord Bacon was 
44 his favourite author; and to the method of 

__ i 

. 44 inveftigation, recommended by that great 
44 man, he fteadily adhered. Such being his 
’ 44 incel- 
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u intellectual chara&er, it will not be thought 
“ furprifing, that he had a diflike to Plato'. 
“ The fpeculations of that fublime and inge- 
“ nious, that elegant and beautiful, but at the 
“ fame time fanciful writer, were by -no means 
“ fuited to the fober. fpirit of enquiry cultivated 
“ by Sir John Pringle. • Indeed, whatever at- 
“ tention he might have paid, in his earlier 
“ days, and when he was Profeffor of Ethics at 
“ Edinburgh, to metaphyfical difquifitions, he 
“ loft all regard for them in the latter part of 
his life.” " 

Dr. Kippis does not conceal from his readers, 
that Sir John Pringle had not much fondnefs 
for poetry. He had not even any diftinguilhed 
relifh for the immortal Shakefpeare. As an ex- 
cufe for this want of poetical tafte, the Doctor, 
who profefies himfelf one of the warmeft ad¬ 
mirers of our great dramatift, obferves that the 
mind of Sir John Pringle was too clofely occu¬ 
pied by philofophical enquiries to have much 
leifure or inclination for attending to the opera¬ 
tions of the imagination. 1 

Though Sir John was not fond of poetry, 
his biographer relates of him, that he had a 
great affection for mufic, of which he was not 
merely an admirer, but became fo far a prac¬ 
titioner 
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^itioner in it, as to be a performer on the violon¬ 
cello, at a weekly concert, given by a-focietyof 
gentlemen at Edinburgh. He is laid, however, 
to have neglected mufic, as he advanced in 

0 s i 

years. 

In his youth he had not been neglectful of 
philological enquiries. We are told he paid a 
great attention to the French language, and was 
fond of Voltaire’s critical writings. Dr. Kippis 
adds, that among all his other purfuits, Sir 
John Pringle never forgot the ftudy of the En- 
glilh language. This he regarded as a matter 
of fo much confequence, that he took uncommon 
pains with refpeCt to the ftyle of his compofU 
tions.—During the latter part of his life, he de¬ 
voted much of his time to the ftudy of divi- 
hity. 

Palling from the intellectual to the moral cha* 
rafter of Sir John Pringle, his biographer ob- 
ferves, that the ruling feature of it was inte¬ 
grity. “ All his acquaintance,” obferves Dr. 
Kippis, “ with one voice agree that there never 
“ was an honefter man. He was equally diftin- 
“ guilhed by his fobriety. He told Mr. James 
“ Bofwell, that he had never in his life-time 
” been intoxicated with liquor. ” 

U 
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He was ardent and fteady in his friendfhips. 
He paid a very refpeftful attention to thofe who 
were honoured with his efteem, and>to fuch 
ftrangers as came to him well recommended. 
Dr. Kippis acknowledges, however, that he had, 
at times, fomewhac of a drynefs and referve in 
his behaviour, when he was not perfe£tly pleaf- 
ed with the perfons who were introduced to him, 
or who happened to be in his company. 

In the latter part of his life he fometimes 
nodded in company. This, we arc told, was 
owing to his having for many'years been fo re¬ 
markably troubled for want of reft, that there 
was fcarcely a fingle night, in which he did not 
lie awake for feveral hours. To this wakeful- 
nefs Dr. Kippis imputes a certain wearifomenefs 
and reftleflnefs that huns about him, and which 
he fought to remove by changes of fituation. 
To the fame caufe likewife, he thinks may be 
al'cribed, if, in any refpetft, Sir John did not 
fuftain the infirmities of age with that full for¬ 
titude and dignity of mind, which, tho* always 
defireable, cannot even by the beft charatftert 
always be attained. ' 

Dr. Kippis is at confiderable pains to invefti- 
gate the relig-ious character of his author. “ He 
“ was another inftance,” we are told, “ of 

“ thofe 
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“ thofc illuftrious philofophers, who have not 
been afhamed of religion; and added another 
“ name to the catalogue of the excellent and 
“ judicious perfons, who have gloried in being 
“ rational Chriftians.” 

I 

“ Such having been the character and emi- 
nence of Sir John Pringle,” obferves our au¬ 
thor, “ it was highly proper that his name fhould 
te be recorded among the worthies of Weftmin- 
“ fter Abbey. Accordingly, under the direc- 
“ tion, and at the expence, of his nephew and 
“ heir, a monument is preparing, of which Mr. 
“ Npll.kens is fculptor, and for which anEng- 
lt lifh infeription is intended.”—-We may add, 
that fince the publication of the work, the mo¬ 
nument in queftion has been erefted. 

We fhall conclude this article with the fol¬ 
lowing elegant infeription, which the Doctor in¬ 
forms us was written by a friend of Sir John 
Pringle. We fhall venture to add, that this 
clafllcal friend is now pretty generally, and we 
believe with good reafon, fuppofed to be Sir 
George Baker. ( 

M. S. 

Viri egregii Johann^ Pringle Baronetti; 

Quern exercitus Britannicus, 

Cclfifiima Wallise Principelfa, 

U 2 Regina 
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Regina ferenifiima, ^ 

Ipfius denique Regis Majeftas, 

Mcdicum fibi comprobavit 

Experientiffimum, fagacem, ftrenuum : 

Quern, ftudiis academicis florentem, 

Edinburgenfes olim fui 

In cathedra difciplinse ethicae dicata 

Adhucjuvenem collocarunt * 

Quem poftea, aetate ac feientia proveflum,' 

Primum perhonorifico ornavit preemio, 

Dcinde ad fummam apud fe dignitatem evexit 

Societas Regia Londinenfis. 

Qualis fuerit medendi artifex, 

Quali rerum com prehenfione prasditus, 

¥ 

Materiem fuam muhiplicem 
Quam feienter explicuerit et illuftraverit, 
Scripta viri dodtiflimi teftentur 
Per Europam omnem difieminata, 

Nec foris minfis quam domi nata. 

Qua autem fide et integritate fuerit, 

Quam veri tenax et inimicus fraudi, 

Quam conftans Supremi Numinis cultor, 
Ii, quibufeum vixit, 

Teftes funto. 

Exceflit e vita, &c. 


VI. The 
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VI. The Hi/lory of the'abforbent Syjlem, Part the 
frjl , containing the Chylography or defcription 
of'the human lacteal veffels, with the different 
methods of difcovering, injecting, and prepay 
ing them, and the injlruments ufed for thefe 
purpofes j illujlrqted by figures. By John Shel¬ 
don, Surgeon, Profeffor of anatomy in the royal 
academy of Arts ; and Lecturer of anatomy and 
furgery. 4to. Cadell, London , 1784. 52 

pages, with fix copper plates, 11; is. in 
boards. 

I N the late Mr. Hewfon’s work on the Lym* 
phatics we have no rep refen tation of the lac- 
teals, nor of the lymphatics of the different vif- 
pera of the thorax or abdomen; the lymphatic 
veflels of the vifcefa, and the lacteals in the hu- 
rnan fubjecl, having been but very imperfectly 
known even at the late period at which Mr. 
Hewfon’s treatife was publifhed. The work now 
before us is intended to fupply this deficiency. 
The .author propofes to correCt the errors of for¬ 
mer writers on this fubjeCt, and to give figures 
from nature of thofe parts of the lymphatic fyf- 
tem in the. human body, which have been either 
erroneoufly defcribed or recently difcovered. 

In 
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In this firft part of his work, after giving a 
concife hiftory of the lymphatic iyftem, he de- 
fcribes the method of difcovering, injeding, dif¬ 
fering, and preparing the abforbent vefiels, and 
then treats of the difcovery of the ladeals, the 
ftrudure of their coats, the ampullulcz Lieberkuh- 
niii and laftly, the manner in which nature pro¬ 
duces abforption in the lymphatic fyftem. Thefe 
defcriptions are illuftrated by five very elegant 
engravings j the fixth plate exhibits the inlfru- 
ments necefiary for injeding the lymphatics. 

In a future part of the work, (mod of the 
plates for which are faid to be already engraved) 
Mr. Sheldon means to defcribe the lymphatics 
of each particular vifcus, where he has been able 
to difcover them by injediori or otherwife. He 
promifes alfo to give a view of the lymphatics 
of the upper and lower extremities in their na¬ 
tural fize ; and as a fupplement to the work, to 
add fpecimens of the ladeal vefiels in quadru¬ 
peds, birds, amphibious animals, and fifhes. 


VII. Ef- 




VII. Effays on the Effects produced by various 
procejfes on atmofpheric air ; with a -particular 
view to an invejligation of the acids. By M. 
Lavoifier, member of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences at Paris , &c. Eranflated from the 
French , by Thomas Henry, F. R. S. member 
of the Medical Society of London , and of the 
Literary andPhilofophicalSociety of Manchefler . 
8vo. Johnfon, London , 1783. 143 pages. 

T HESE eflays having been originally printed 
in the Memoirs of the academy of fcien- 
ces at Paris, have already been noticed in our 
Journal ( Vols. II. and IV.). The fubje&s on 
which they treat are, the Refpiration of animals 
-—Com bullion of candles in atmofpheric air and 
in dephlogifticated air—Combullion of Kunc- 
kel’s phofphorus—Exiftence of air in the nitrous 
acid, and the means of decompofing and re- 
compofing that acid—Solution of mercury in 
vitriolic acid—Combullion of alum with phlo- 
gillic fubllances, and the changes effe< 5 ted on air 
in which pyrophorus has burned—Vitriolifation 
of martial pyrites—Nature of the acids, and 
the principles of which they are compofed— 
Combination of the matter of fire with evapo- 

rable 
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fable fluids \ and the formation of elaftic aeri- 

/ ^ ’ * 

form fluids." -The public are much indebted 
to Mr. Henry for his accurate tranflation of 
thefe ingenious papers, and for a very fen Able 
preface, in which, among other things, he gives 
us fome interefting obfervations on phlogifton. 

x / ~i i - — 

, v. --- “ * 

VIII. A Syjlem of the Practice of Medicine \ from 
the Latin of Dr. Hoffman, in two volumes. 
By the late William Lewis, M. B. F. R. 5. 
author of the New Difpenfatory , &c. Revifed 
and corrected by Andrew Duncan, M. D. feU 
low of the Royal College of Phyjtcians , Edin- 
• burgh ; and member of the Royal Societies of 
Medicine , of Paris, Copenhagen , Edinburgh , 
dye. 8vo. Murray, London , 1783. Vol. I. 
p.591. VoLII. p.584. 12 s* 

T H E works of Hoffman have long beeii 
held in high efteem by medical readers j 
but from their voluminous fize, joined to the 
circumftance of their being written m the Lat'm 
language, they have been lefs extenfively ufeful 
in this country, than might otherwife have been 
the cafe. The public, therefore, we have no 

doubt. 



doubt, will receive with pleafure this abridged 
fenglifh tranflation of his Medicina rationalis fyf- 
iematicaj which is confefiedly the moft valuable 
of his writings. It may be objected by fome 
readers, and not without reafon, that the num¬ 
ber of 'remedies which he has recommended in 
different difeafes, is much greater than intelli¬ 
gent practitioners in this country now employ; 
but at the fame time, as the learned editor of 
this abridgment very properly remarks, the fide¬ 
lity, extent, difeernment, and accuracy of his 
obfervations cannot fail to ftamp a high value on 
his work in the opinion of every reader, who 
prefers ufeful fa<fts to fanciful fpeculation. 

The MS. copy of this abridgment was one of 
thofe manuferiprs which we formerly mentioned 
(vqI. II. p. 52.) as having been fold with the 
reft of the late Dr. Lewis’s library. It was foon 
after put into the hands of Dr. Duncan, who 
has carefully revifed and compared it with the 
original *, but the attention he has beftowed on 
it, as he informs us in his preface, has ferved 
rather to convince him of the fidelity with which 
it was executed, than to add to the value of the 
abridgment. He has, however, introduced fer 
veral difeafes, which Dr. Lewis had probably 
omitted from their being of little importance, 
Vol. V. N® II. X or 
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or rarely occurring in this country. By this 
means every part, fedtion, and chapter df this 
abridged tranflation correlponcj exactly with the 
fame divifions in the folio edition of Hoffman’s 
works publiflied at Geneva in 1761. 

I 
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SECTION II. 

Essays and Observations. 

I. Some Remarks on Angina Pebtoris^ communicated 
in a letter to Samuel Foart Simmons, M. D. 
F. R. S. by Malcolm Macqueen, M. D. phy- 
fician at Yarmouth . 

I T was my opinion, even before I left the uni- 
verfity, that the difeafe deferibed by Dr. 
Heberden and the late Dr. Fothergill, under the 
name of Angina Pebloris , had been, in the greater 
number of inftances, if not in all, an irregu¬ 
lar gout. The fex and habits of the patients, 
the form o£ their bodies, and their time of life, 
correfpond with the notion we have of the gouty 
diathefis. The flatulent eructations from the 
ftomach, the benefit frequently received from 
aromatics and Bath waters, &c. alfo lead to the 

fame 
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fame conclufion. But the following cafe proves 
beyond doubt, that the difeafe is in fome inftan- 
ces intimately connected with gout. 

About twelve months ago I was called to a 
man 60 years of age, of a fair, fanguine com- 
plexion, and a ftrong and corpulent habit, with 
a fliort neck. He complained of frequent fits of 
fudden pain about the pit of the ftomach, ex¬ 
tending to the left bread, and fhooting towards 
the middle of both arms, particularly the left. 
This pain or fpafm was accompanied with a dif¬ 
ficulty of breathing that threatened fuffocation. 
It had feized him for fome time before, and of- 
N tt\n in his deep •, but he was more peculiarly fub- 
je<ft to its attack when he attempted to walk 
quick, or again ft a ftrong wind •, he was then 
obliged to ftop fhort in an inftant, and remain 
at perfect reft for one or two minutes, in which 
time the diforder generally went off. He obfer- 
ved alfo, that the fit was apt to return by the 
leaft exciting caufe foon after meals ; infomuch 
indeed that he ufed to fay, “ he fhould be well, 
“ if he could live without food.” Paffion too, 
or any ftrong agitation of mind, feldom failed to 
bring it on. His pulfe was pretty regular, his 
bowels not coftive, yet his appetite was very in¬ 
different, and he complained much of flatulency. 

'X2 ' Such 
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Such was the fkte I found him in, and he then 
gave me the following account: 

He faid that he had always been accuftomed 
to live well, and for feveral years had been iub- 
je6t to regular fits of the gout in his feet. But 
about fix months before, when his feet were 
(lightly affected, he perceived a general faint? 
nefs, -and a dizzinefs of his head, which recur¬ 
red frequently. He applied to his apothecary, , 
who immediately bled him, and inferted an iffue 
in his left arm. Very foon after this the gout 
entirely left his feet, and he felt the firft attack 
of the pain and ftridture acrofs the praecordium. 
This new complaint returned by fhort and flight 
fits, which grew gradually ftronger till the time 
I faw him, and fronr: its firft acceffion he had 
been free from any uneafinefs of his feet, and 
every other fymptom of the regular gout. —- 
From this hiftory of his dilorder, and the confi- 
deration of the prefent fymptoms, I did not he- 
fitate in imputing the whole to a gocty affec¬ 
tion : accordingly he was ordered aromatic bit¬ 
ters in confiderable quantity, and a draught with 
tintt. guaiac. vol. twice a day. By thefe medi¬ 
cines and a fuitable regimen he was foon confi? 
derably relieved •, and I left him on this plan, 
hoping to hear in a fhort time that he had got a 

regular 



.[ -65 ] 

regular fit of the gout. In this wifti, however, 

I was difappointed, and, in about two weeks af¬ 
ter, he was feized, in the night-time, with a moft 
violent paroxyfm of the diforder in his ftomach 
and bread. It continued four-and-twenty hours 
with fcarce any intermiffion, before I faw him, 
notwithftanding he had taken freely of Ypiritu- 
ous bitfers and tinft. guaiac. vol .—I immediately 
ordered a draught of tin ft. foetid, vol. fft. and 
elixir, paregor. 3j. without any other dilution. 
This draught, which he imagined had burned 
his whole infide, removed his complaint almoft 
inftantaneoufly. A warm plaifter was applied 
to the pit of his ftomach, and his feet were 
bathed in warm water largely impregnated with 

common fait. He felt no further affection of 

• 

his ftomach or breathing, and a fit of th£ gout 
in the right foot fucceeded on the enfuing night. 
This fit fortunately proved a ftnart and a long 
one; for he was confined to his houfe upwards of 
three months, during which time he had not the 
flighted return of his former complaints. I have 
feen him within thefe few days, apparently in 
good health. He fays, that in the intervals of 
the gout he is ftill fubjeft to flight degrees of 
fits diforder^ when he attempts to walk quick 

after 
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after dinner; but is perfe< 5 tly free from it in bed, 
and when at reft in the day-time* 

The above cafe, which is taken from my Jour¬ 
nal, proves, I think, beyond a doubt, that the - 
angina pefloris may arife from an irregular gout. 
That it does fo in many inftances, I have always 
thought highly probable : to aflert that it does 
fo in all, might appear too bold. 

Difledtions feldom have thrown any light on 
the nature of the difeafe, except indeed in a ne¬ 
gative way, by fhowing us, from the want of 
any uncommon appearance, that it is a fpafmo- 

dic affedtion. Dr. Fothergill himfelf confefies, 

\ 

that it terminated for the moft part fatally ; and 
though it was a difeafe he frequently met with, . 
yet it was not in his power, in a fingle inftance, 
to learn the feat of it from difiedtion. Altho* 
in fome few cafes, water has been found in the 
thorax, this is to be confidered as an effect only 
of the difeafe. Water in' the cheft is often a 
conlequence of fpafmodic afthma, and may alfo 
follow an angina pectoris, which bears a ftrong- 
analogy to the afthma, and in the judgment of 
fome, ought to be confidered as one and the 
fame difeafe. 

It might be thought too confident an afiertion, 
to fay, that the ftomach is the organ chiefly and 

primarily 
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and ftimulant medicines, differently dofed arid 
qualified, might not in many inftances, as in that 
of my patient, have a better effect, and prove 
more fuccefsful than the iffues in the thighs* 
which I know are found to fail in a great num¬ 
ber of cafes, if not in all. . v 

I have another cafe before my eye* that I 
think deferves to be mentioned here, from the 
analogy it bears to the former. 

About three years ago, I was called to a 
gentleman of this town, who was then part: 50 
years of age, of a full habit of body and a' 
florid complexion. He had always enjoyed good 
health, till within three or four months, that he 
' had become fubjedt to frequent returns of pain 
about his heart, as he termed it, pointing to the 
cartilago enfifarmis towards the left fide. This 
pain, which had from its beginning increafed 
in frequency and violence, was conftantly at¬ 
tended with another pain, and a fenfe of tenfion 
in the right fore arm, extending along the apo- 
neurofis of the biceps to the wrift, and caufing, 
for the time, little knots in the flefh, like par¬ 
tial contractions of mufcular fibres. The af¬ 
fection of the bread,and that of the right fore¬ 
arm conftantly accompanied each other, the lat¬ 
ter immediately fucceeding the former, and like- 

wife 
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Wife difappearing along with it. Any exertion* 

\ 

&s quick walking, or agitation of fpirits, wa3 
apt to bring on the diforder ; but it was certain 
to return every night, fometimes twice, fome* 
times three times before the morning. It at¬ 
tacked him both awake and afleep, and he was 
always forced to raile hirtafelf from an horizon¬ 
tal to an eredb pOfture, while th£ fit lafted, 
which Was generally from half an hour to a full 
hour 5 and it always went away by an erudi¬ 
tion of wind from the ftomach. 

After I had confidered the fymptoms of this 
cafe, I waS ftrongly of - opinion, that it would 
terminate either in a regular gout, or in angina 
pe&oris, and might pofiibly partake of both. 
I have, however, been hitherto difappointed.— 
The complaint is greatly relieved, 1 might fay, 
almoft cured, without affuming the character 
of either of the above difeafes in any regular 
form. After adminiftering a few anodynes at 
firft, by way of experiment, and obferving no 
manifeft benefit from them, I continued after¬ 
wards to treat it as irregular gout. The chief re¬ 
medies employed were bolufes of prepared fteel 
and cinnamon given too or three times a day, 
and wafhed down with a draught of ftrong 
peppermint water, a warm plaifter to the re- 

Vo t. V. N° II. Y Eton 


I 



V t ! 

[ * 7 ° 3 

* V * 

gion of the ftomach, and a fuitable regimen* 
particularly an abftinence from acids, and all 
flatulent food. Under this plan he foon be¬ 
gan to amend, and the diforder, though not 
wholly eradicated, became fo flight as to give 
fQirce any uneafinefs. The next year, the fame 
fymptoms retOrned with fome violence, and 
happening to be in a neighbouring city, he con- 
fulted a phyfician of great experience and de¬ 
fended reputation. He, I believe, conceived 
an idea different from mine of the difeafe, and 
the patient was ordered to lofe ^xij. of blood, 
and to take afterwards fome purges of calomel, * 
This was complied with on his return home, 
without the leaft apparent benefit, but rather a 
contrary effecl. He then had recourfe to his for¬ 
mer medicines, which proved equally fervice- 
able as they had done the year before. He has 
ever fince attended carefully to the regimen I 
had at firft laid down for him, takes one of his 
bolufes every day, with the addition of a little 
bark, and continues almoft intirely free from 
every fymptom of his diforder. 

To thofe who admit the Cullenian doftrine of 
the gout, particularly what is fet forth in the 
fedlion on the atonic gout, in Dr. Cullen’s Firft 
Lines of the Pra&ice of Phyflc, my fentiinents 
* / con- 

b 



concerning the two foregoing cafes will probably 
appear rational and confident. But, indepen¬ 
dent of all fyftems, we are convinced by expe¬ 
rience and obfervation, that the ftomach is pe¬ 
culiarly difpoled to be affeffed in gout j that it 
is fubjeff to atony and fpafms, which are alfo 
frequently communicated to other parts that 
fympathize with that organ. The firft of the 
two cafes, if I am not miftaken, affords one in- 
ftance at lead of the angina pefforis being inti¬ 
mately combined with gout, and, according to 
my opinion, appearing as a form of irregular 
gout. If the fecond fhall appear to you not to 
partake of the character of gout, ft ill it will ferve 
to ftiew a curious fympathy exifting betwixt 
the ftomach and the fore-arm, not unlike what 
takes place in the angina pectoris,' and this re¬ 
moved by aromatic medicines applied to the ftor 
mach.—We have yet reafoned a Ihort way only 

on the doctrine of fympathy, faffs on this head 

* 

are of courfe the more valuable j and the pre¬ 
sent is the age of faffs and obfervation. 

Yarmouth, Apr. 8> 

1784. 
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II. An account of the fatal effetts produced by at¬ 
tempting to remove a Ganglion by Set on. Com¬ 
municated in a letter to Dr. Simmons, F. R. S, 
By Mr. William Dcafe, Surgeon to the United 
Hofpitals of St. Nicholas and St. Catharine at 
. , Dublin. 

. x ' 

/ 

T HE following cafe, which I take the liberty 
of communicating to you, that it may be 
inferted, if you think proper, in the London 
Medical Journal, will, I hope, ferve as a ftrik- 
ing inftance of the painful and fatal confe- 
quences that may follow an attempt to remove 
Ganglions by Seton. 

In July 1781, a clergyman, aged 37, con¬ 
futed me about a moveable Ganglion of the 
fize of a fmall nutmeg, fituated between the 
fore-finger and thumb of his right-hand, near 
the wrift. He was eager to have it Removed, 
and had been advifed, for this purpofe, to have 
a Seton parted through it as the belt'and moft 
certain method j but as he was apparently a 
robuft healthy man, and the Ganglion was at¬ 
tended with no pain, I advifed him to confider 
it as a matter of no confequence, and not tQ 
meddle with it. 

Fou^ 



Four months after this I was defired to vifit 
him, and found him in a melancholy fituation. 
A Seton had been pafled through the Ganglion, 
and the confequences were, that the back of his 

i 

hand had inflamed violently, that the Ganglion 
had rapidly and amazingly increafed, and that 
the openings made by the Seton were filled with 
an ill-conditioned fungus, which fprung up as 
fall as it was removed, and was attended with 
frequent haemorrhage and much pain.—In con- 
fultation it was agreed to remove this fungus, by 
a free inclfion, which was done, and the meta¬ 
carpal bones appeared bare and rough. An¬ 
other opening was made through the Thenar, 
and a Seton pafled through it, in order more 
effectually to prevent the growth of fungus. 
The bark was adminiftered in large quantities, 
an opiate was given at night, and due attention 
was paid to the regimen of the patient. This 
method feemed to promife the moft happy event. 
The fungus appeared to be .entirely deftroyed, 
a laudable fuppuration took place, the dwelling 
of the hand fubfided, and the fores, in a fhort 

time, were fo contracted , as to indicate their 

* 1 , 

fpeedy cicatrization. Thefe favourable appear¬ 
ances, however, were not of long continuance 5 
for after fome time the fungus began gradually 
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to rife again, and any mode of keeping it down 
either by cauftic, cutting, or preffure, feemed 
to produce no permanent good effect, as it in- 
* creafed rapidly, and at length degenerated into 
the moft frightful cancerous fungus f have ever 
feen. Every local application that has been re¬ 
commended in fimilar cafes was tried in this, 
but without fuccefs ; and internal remedies prov¬ 
ed equally inefficacious, He took, for a con- 
fiderable length of time, two ounces of bark, in 
fubftance, in the courfe of twenty-four hours, 
fo that he took in the whole twenty-eight pounds 
of that medicine. The extract of hemlock had 
alfo a fair trial, but produced no apparent good - 
effe< 5 t. 

When he had laboured 'under this complaint 
fifteen months, he was advifed to undergo the 
amputation of his hand •, but before he would 
CQnfent to fubmit to this operation he chofe to 
have an account of his cafe tranfmitted to the 
Royal Academy of Surgery at Paris, that he 
might have their opinion of it: the refult of 
which was, that the members of the Academy 
pronounced the fungus, not cancerous,' but 
merely fcorbutic. This decifion, by the bye, 
fhould make us extremely cautious in delivering 
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our fcntiments on fimilar occafions, without 

' \ * 

feeing the patient, as much depends on the ge¬ 
neral appearance of the fores in cafes of this 
fort. The Academy were of opinion, that the 
difeafe was entirely local and required only local 
treatment. For this purpofe they advifed that 
the fungus lhould be taken down by means of 
Euphorbium, Savihe, &c. and afterwards 
wafhed with fait water. If this method proved 
ineffectual recourfe was to be had to the a< 5 tual 
cautery, from the application of which they 
feemed to expert the. mod decifive advantages. 
To this mode of treatment the unhappy fufferer 
fubmitted, and during the fpace of fix weeks 
the fungus was almoft every day burnt , 
down with the cautery, but his complaint all 
the while continued to gain ground .apace, fo 
that being now difappointed in all his expec¬ 
tations of relief from regular practitioners he had 
recourfe to quacks of every denomination. The 
arfenic plaifter of Plunket was applied, and he was 
falivated for feven weeks. At length, after un¬ 
dergoing the operation of a variety of noftrums, 
he again placed himfelf under my care. In 
' confultation it was much doubted whether am¬ 
putation fhould now be thought of, as the pa¬ 
tient feemed to be in the laft ftage of a cancerous 
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confumptjon. His limbs were fwelled, and fris 
whole habit was wafted by the repeated hae-* 
morrhage from the fungus, which was now fo 
increafed in bulk as to weigh down his arm, 
and entirely cover the back of his hand. In 
fhort, after every return of haemorrhage, it was 
apprehended that the next would put a period 
to his fufferings. 

The hazard of the operation, arid the little 
chance he had of its proving fuccefsful, being 
explained to him, the unfortunate man earneftly 
begged to be relieved from fo hideous a load* 
even though he fhould die under the operation. . 
I therefore yielded to his intreaties, and took off 
the hand a little above the wrift in November 
1782, altho’there was a fmall indurated gland 

above the elbow. 

• » 

On differing the hand immediately after I had 
taken it off, the fungus, on being cut, appear¬ 
ed to be extremely fimilar to the fubftance of 
the brain, and to arife from the metacarpal 
bones of the middle and fore fingers. Thefe 
bones were in part diffolved, and the other bones 
of the hand were alfo in a morbid ftate. 

No accident occurred during the amputation, 
but foon after it a colliquative diarrhoea came 
on, which feemed to be increafed by opiates and 

aftrin- 
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kftringents, but was at length checked with 
draughts of fixed alkaline fait and lemon juice, 

fwallowed in a ftate of effervefcence. He*after- 

» 

wards took the bark, drank Seltzer water, and 
was allowed a liberal ufe of wine. The fup- 
puratjon for fome tirhe was ichorous and bad* 
but he gained ftrength daily. At the end of feven 
weeks the ftump was completely cicatrized, and 
the indurated gland above the elbow had difap- 
ptared. He went into the country, drank goats 
whey, bathed in the fea, became very corpulent, 
and feemed to be in perfect health, but had 
fomewhat of a fallow, bloated appearance. He 
continued Well till July 1783, when he began 
to complain- of pains in his back* attended with 
rigidity. Thefe pains, as they increafed, ex¬ 
tended down his thighs and legs, and occafioned 
him to fleep ill at night. He grew feverifh, 
his pulfe beat extremely quick, and his- counte¬ 
nance acquired a ffiining yellowifh red colour* 
an appearance which 1 have remarked to be 
charadteriftic of a cancerous habit. He now 
began to walk with difficulty. 1 took a fmall 
quantity of blood from him, and found the 
texture of the crafiamentum extremely loofe, 
and the ferum iiv too great quantity. He was 
very difficult to purge, and unfortunately was 
Vol, V. N* 1 I, Z - under 
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under a conftant neceffity of taking medicines to 
procure the neceffary difcharges. Antimonials 
in a variety of forms were given, and the bark 
was again tried, as were all the medicines that 
are ufually prefcribed in rheumatic cafes. Blif- 
ters were applied, and iffues cut in his thighs, 
but all to no purpofe. He was obliged to take 

j* / 

to his bed in Auguft, and never after quitted it. 

It is difficult to form an idea of the conftant 
and excruciating pain this poor man fuffered. 
Opium, though given in large dofes, afforded 
him but little relief, and at laft none at all. He 

* 41 

generally laid on his back, fixed as it were to 
the bed, the leaft motion occafioning the molt 
intenfe pain. As the difeafe advanced he com¬ 
plained of a difficulty of palling his urine, which 
was loaded with a vifcid mucus, and he once 
difcharged an oblong calculus; but at laft he 
voided his urine involuntarily, and fometimes 
even his feces, but the latter only rarely, when 
he had taken a purgative, which, as I have al¬ 
ready mentioned, was required to be of the mod 
active kind, otherwife it produced no effedt. 

During the whole courfe of the difeafe his 
pulie was rapid, but his tongue was remarkably 
loft and florid. Pie was never, delirious. Latterly 
i)c fpit blood once or twice j his lower excremi* 
. . . , ties 



[ *79 J 

ties became very oedematous, and his back was 
covered with efchars, but thefe dropped off, and 
the fores fuppurated and healed kindly. Two 
months before, his death his pains abated con|S- 
» derably. He died without pain, March 4, 1784, 
•which was about two years and nine months from 
the time the feton was palled, and a year and 
four months from the time he underwent the 
amputation. 

His body was opened a few hours after his 
death. The abdominal vilcera appeared to be 
perfe&ly found and of their natural colour, ex¬ 
cept the liver, which had a fmall fteatoma on 
its convex furface, but was in other refpe&s 
healthy. The gall-bladder was rather fuller of 
yellow bile than it is generally found to be. The 
left kidney was enlarged, and on dividing it lon¬ 
gitudinally much red gravel was found in its 
pelvis, and the ureter feemed much leffened. 
The urinary bladder w,as contra&ed, and its 
coats uncommonly thickened, but no fabulous 
concretions were obferved in it. 

On each fide of the vertebras lumborum the 
lufobar regions were rendered convex by a large 
cancerous depofition, which elevated the pfoae 
mufcles, and when the cellular inveltitures, which 
were condenfed into a cyft, were opened, th? 
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cancerous matter appeared in a large quantity, 
in colour and confiftence exafUy refembling the * 
fungus of the hand, and not unlike the fub- 
ftance of the brain. The whole weighed about 
five pounds, and when this was removed, the 
laft vertebra of the back, and the three firftof 
the loins-were found to be in a foftened, eroded, 
and in fome parts a totally diffolved ftate. 
There appeared not the lead: mark of ichor, fa¬ 
nnies, inflammation, or hardnefs of the foft parts, 
por were the mefenteric glands at all affe&ed. ' 
The matter feemed to have been really a cance¬ 
rous exudation, and to be formed chiefly of co- 
agulable lymph. This cancerous mafs feemed 
to poflefs a remarkable diflolving power, which 
was exerted wholly on the bones, and did not, 
as ufual in cafes of this fort, caufe any fchirrous 
hardnefs of the furrounding foft parts. 

This cafe may furnilh many practical infe¬ 
rences. In the firft place, it may ferve to lhe\y 
the great danger of developing in certain con- 
ftitutions'.a latent virus. The patient was cer¬ 
tainly in the enjoyment of full health when I 
firft faw him, and probably might have long 
continued fo, if recourfe had not been had to the 

. * ^ t 

f^ton. I have oblerved, that by far the greater 
number of cancers happen to thofe who have 

been 
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- been remarkably healthy before, but who have 
had at the fame time an irritable nervous fyftem, 
fully chara&erized by their general conduct thro* 
life. The religious orders in Roman catholic 
countries, among whom cancer is a very fre¬ 
quent complaint, are a ftrong proof of this, 
and in fuch conftitutions we Ihould be extremely 
cautious how we operate, except in the moft 
preffing circumftances. 

Secondly, in all cafes of ganglions of cance¬ 
rous tendency, extirpation will, I believe, be 
found to be far preferable to'any other mode of 
treatment, as a cancerous fungus foon imparts 
to the general mafs of humours the cancerous 
virus, fo as to render the good effects of any 
furgical operation extremely doubtful. 

Thirdly, from a careful inquiry into the ori- - 
gin of cancers, I believe the difeafe, in the'be¬ 
ginning, is feldom humoral, but rather to be 
imputed to a morbid degree of irritability in the 
nervous fyftem. The phenomena of the difeafe 
and the medicines which have produced any 
good effeft in it, being of the clafs of fedatives, 
leem to me to be very corroborating proofs of 
this opinion. 

Fourthly, we may infer, that cancerous mat¬ 
ter does not always fall on the glandular fyftem; 

for 
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for in the preceding cafe, and in others which I 
have feen, it feems to have been formed rather 
by exudation, no glands having appeared to be 
in any degree enlarged.- k-How this humor was 
ftrained from the circulating mafs, and depofited 
in the lumbar fegion, our limited knowledge of 
the laws of fecretion and excretion wijji not per¬ 
mit us even to hazard a conje&ure. 

I (hall conclude this prolix detail with men¬ 
tioning a very fingular circumftance that con- 
ftantly attends a morbid degree of nervous ere- s 
thifm, which is, that although every other part 
of the human body feems to be tremblingly 
alive, the inteftinal canal is particularly exempt 
from this irritable ftate, as we find patients of 
this conftitution extremely hard either to vomit 
or purge, and this is in general the cafe with all 
patients labouring under cancer. 

\ 

Dublin, 

April 24, 1784. 
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III. A Cafe of painful menjlruation , attended with 

vomiting . Communicated in a letter to Dr. Sim¬ 
mons, by Samuel Daniel, M. D. phyjician at 

¥ 

Crewkerne in Somerfetfhire •, and extra-licentiate 
of the Royal College of Phyficians , London* 

A Young woman, aged 19, has, ever fince 
(he firft menftruated, been afflicted, at 
that period, with fevere and incefiant vomitings. 
They were lefs fo, indeed, in . the beginning, but 
for two or three years pad they have regularly 
returned with her menies, and continued in a 

1 

very fevere degree during the whole time of that 
difcharge. She fays, that in a very (Hort time 
after (he perceives the fymptoms of approaching 
menftruation, (he is feized with a violent pain 
in her bowels, has a confiderable tremor and a 
general fenfation of coldnefs. The pain is fo 
exquifite, that (he can fcarcely fpeak, and after 
a fudden, and if pofiible, more exquifite torture 
than before, (he has a motion to go to fi;ool, 
which is followed with a kind of fyncope, and 
an immediate vomiting.—Between the vomitings 
(he has a (tool every quarter of an hour for four 
or five times. After vomiting for fome time her 
bowels become eafier, but are. ftill^n violent 

pain, 
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pain; fo that fhe cannot help crying aloud. If 
the vomiting begins in the morning, it conti¬ 
nues till the next morning about the fame time,' 
fometimes longer, but always twenty-four ho tits, 
during which time fhe can neither eat nor deep, 
and in the fpace of a day fhe is fd extremely 
weakened, that fhe cannot ftand without help. 
She has then no complaint for a month, or till 
the menfes return. She recolledls, that her men- 
fes in the beginning returned every three weeks* 
and were more confidcrable in quantity than 
they are at prefent. When the vomiting ceafes 
fhe has no complaint but weaknefs, and after 
fhe has flept a little, and taken food fhe, by de¬ 
grees,. gets perfectly well. This complaint has 
Continued five years, but at fir ft it returned once 
in about a quarter of a year only ; now it comes 
regularly every month. I was not afhamed to 
acknowledge myfelf at a lofs with refpeft to the 
nature of this extraordinary affection •, and as I 
was ignorant of the caufe, I could not flatter 
myfelf with fuCcefs in the treatment of fo ob- 
feure and fo inveterate a difeafe. It feemed pro¬ 
bable however, that a particular degree of irri¬ 
tability in the bowels occafioned the circum- 
ftances above-mentioned; I therefore ordered 
her, upo^the grounds of conjedure only, to 
. . , take, 

i 
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take, during the interval of menftruation, an 
teleftuary of the bark, and when fhe perceived 
the pain in her bowels to be returning, about 
thirty drops of the thebaic tinflure in a draught. 
It occurred to me afterwards, that as the quan- 
tity of the difcharge was evidently lefiened, there 
would have been no impropriety in her lofing a 
few ounces of blood a day or two before the 
appearance of the menfes •, this, however, as fhe 
lived at a confiderablc diftance from this place, 
I had no opportunity of communicating. 

In about a month I received from her the fol¬ 
lowing account; viz. that (he. had taken the 
draught when fhe began to grow lick and reft- 
lefs as ufual, and that fhe was foon afterwards 
compofed and more eafy; that fhe flept, and 
did not rile that day ; that fhe was not peffe&ly 
well, but did not vomit, neither was fhe fo Tick 
as fhe ufed to be; that fhe had taken the elec¬ 
tuary for a week, but thought that her com¬ 
plaints would have been as troublefome' as ever, 
but for the anodyne draught. 

From the time that this account was fent to 
nk, which was ten months ago, I had no farther 
intelligence till lafl week, when the gentleman 
from whom fhe has her medicines informed me, 
Vol, V. N“ II. A a * .that 



{hat (he ftill continues to ufe them, but lefs con- 
ftantly than in the beginning ; from which I in¬ 
fer, that the complaint ftill fubfifts, but is re¬ 
lieved by the plan which was recommended to 
her. 

\ 

Crewkerne, 

May 4, 1784. 


IV. Cafe of an ’Enlargement of the Spleen ; to which 
is added an account of fome remarkable appear¬ 
ances obferved on opening the body of a gentleman 
whofe death was occafioned by a perforation in his 
‘ bladder. Communicated in a letter to Dr. Sim¬ 
mons, F. R. S. by Mr. William Garlick, mem - 
her of the Corporation of Surgeons , London ; and 
furgeon at Marlborough. 

S ARAH Nichols, aged fixteen years, was 
feized about four years ago with a quoti¬ 
dian intermittent, which, after continuing fome 
weeks, was accompanied with conftant pain in 
her left fide and loins. The quotidian continued 
about ten or eleven months, and when it left 
her, her abdomen was perceived to be fwelled. 
This dwelling gradually increafed till her death,. 
: ' • which 
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which happened about four years from the firft 
attack of the difeafe, fo that for fome time before 

f 

fhe died fhe exhibited a moft fingular and ex¬ 
traordinary fpedtacle from the prodigious tume- 
fadtion and enlargement of her abdomen. 

At firft fight the fwelling feemed to be gene¬ 
ral, but upon a more particular examinatipn it 
was found to occupy chiefly the left fide of ttys 
abdomen, and the inferior extremity of the 
fpledn was felt juft above the pubis on the righs 
fide. 

She never complained of much pain, even 
when the tumour was prefled; but for fome time 
before her death had hedtical fymptoms, fuch 
as a quick, weak pulle, a fallow, emaciated coun¬ 
tenance, night fweats, &c.—She never had any 
difcharge.of the catamenia. 

It is worthy of remark, that about half a year 
before fhe died, fhe loft the fight of her left 
eye. She was troubled with naufea and vomit¬ 
ing, accompanied with violent pain of the head, 
about a week before the blindnefs came on. 

i '/• 

There was no apparent defedt in the eye, except 

that the iris did not contract upon application of 

» • 

the ftimulus of light, unlefs the other eye was 
.opei), and then it did perfedtly. 

1 4 i 

A a % ' After 
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After death, upon opening the cavity of the 
abdomen, the fpleen was found to be fo much 
enlarged as to weigh eleven pounds and a half. 
Externally it preferved its figure, divifions, and 
diftinguifhing marks; but internally its ftrufture 
deviated fomewhat from the natural ftate, and 
this was occafioned by a few cyfts of about the 
fize of a fmall nutmeg, which were obfervable 
upon cutting into if, and were filled with a fatty 
gelatinous fubftancc. The blood-vefiels were 
fomewhat enlarged, tho’ not in proportion to the 
increafed bulk of the vifcus. 

There were fcarcely any traces of omentum 
remaining. The other vifcera, abdominal and 
thoracic, were free from any appearance of dif- 
eafe, as was likewife the encephalon. 


To the preceding hiftory I fhall beg leave to 
add an account of fome firigular appearances, 
which I obferved lately on opening a gentleman, 
aged about fixty years, whofe death was occa¬ 
fioned by a perforation in his, bladder. 

Of the complaints under which he had la¬ 
boured, I have not been able to procure much 
fatisfa&ory intelligence, or that is worth relat- 
.. . • ' ' ing. 



irig. *He was faid to have been much addi&ed 
to drinking to cxcefs in the younger part of his 
life, and had been frequently fubjeft to affec¬ 
tions of the ftomach, and to jaundice. He was 
confined to his room for many weeks before he 
died, during which time he fuffered great pain. 
His urine was conftantly mixed with the con¬ 
tents of the inteftines, and during the lad fix 
we6ks of his life he pafled no feces but what 
came away, with his urine. 

His body appeared to be very much emaciated. 
On opening the cavity of the abdomen, the 
firft figns of difeafe were preternatural adhefions 
of the vifcera in different parts to the perito¬ 
naeum. The omentum was very much difeafed, 
enlarged, and indurated in fome parts, but 
chiefly compofed of a gelatinous lubftance, 
weighing three or four times as much as it ufu- 
ally does in 'a natural date. Several cyds of 
different, fizes, and compofed of a fimilar ge¬ 
latinous fubdance, were obferved upon the dia¬ 
phragm and liver, and adhering to the parietes 
of the abdomen. 

The upper part of the bladder, colon, and 
peritonaeum formed one difeafed mafs, feemingly 
the effeft of former inflammation. Upon cut¬ 
ting into the bladder, there was obferved a com¬ 
munication 
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munication between its upper part, or fundus , 
and the colon, juft before that inteftine termi¬ 
nates in the, reCtum. Both the colon and the 
bladder, at this part, were equally thickened, 
and the diameter of the former was obferved 

to be contracted, and lefiened, on both fides of ✓ 

%* v 

the opening which led to the bladder, but par¬ 
ticularly its lower portion, or that part of it 
which terminated in the reCtum. Hence ap¬ 
pears the reafon why no faeces were difeharged 
per anum , becaufc there was a more ready paf- 
fage into the bladder. Hence alfo we may rea¬ 
dily account for the circumftance of the faeces / 

being diffufed in and difeharged with the urine 
for fome months before the patient’s death. t 

The inferior portion of the bladder, the prq- 
ftate, rectum, and urethra, appeared to be per¬ 
fectly found. 

Marlborough, May 7, 

1784. 


V. Supplement to the account of the good tffetts of 
Opium in mortifications. Communicated in a fe- 
cond letter to Dr. Simmons, F. R.S. by Robert 
Hamilton, M. D. phyfician at Ipfwich , extra¬ 
licentiate 


\ 
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licentiate of the Royal College of Phyjtcians , * 
London and member of the Medical Society of 
Edinburgh. 

A S a fupplement to the account of the good 
effects of opium in mortifications, pub- 
lifhed in the London Medical Journal (vol. v. 
p. 75) I requeft you to add, that Mr. Rolfc, 
the firft patient alluded to, a farmer at Park- 
ftreet near St. Albans, took no lefs than feven 
grains of folid opium at a dofe. In the fpace 
of twenty-four hours he fwallowed forty grains, 
with the addition of eighty drops of tin ft. theb . 
in a pint of deco&ion of Peruvian bark. 

In this cafe the mortification proceeded from 
a wound in the leg, upwards of fix inches in 
length and four in breadth, received in attempt¬ 
ing to open, and pafs through a gate on horfe- 
back. If this plan had not been purfued he muft 
have fpeedily died, as the mortification had con¬ 
tinued two days, and was fpreading moft ra¬ 
pidly, accompanied with a conftant hiccup, 
and continual watching, attended with excru¬ 
ciating pain. 

Mr. Law, who had the chief merit of this 
cure, gives the folid opium frequently in dofes 
of ten grains every two hours till reft be ob¬ 
tained i 



V 
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tamed; this is his criterion when to ftop. What 
mdy appear to you lingular (tho* he allures me 
it has oft£n happened in his practice) is, that 
inftead of producing conftipation, which in- 
finall dofes is the conflant effed of opium, it 
proves in large dofes as certainly laxative. He 
farther declares, that he has adminiftered opium 
in mortifications in this manner thefe thirty 
years. 


VI. An account of the poifonous effects of the 
' Oenanthe Crocata , or Hemlock Dropwort ; by 
Richard Pulteney, M. D. F. R. S. phyfician 
at Blandford. Communicated in a letter to 
Maxwell Garthlhore, M. D. F. R.S. &S*A. 
and by him to Dr. Simmons. 

A Perfon in the neighbourhood of Blandford 
having lately been poifoned through a 
miftake, and the circumftances of the fad: va-_ 
rioufly mifreprefented, has induced me to draw 
up a brief Hate of the cafe ? from the belt infor¬ 
mation I could procure after her death; and it is 
accompanied by fomc obfervations, which may 

have 
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have a tendency to put people on their guard 

4 

againft fuch errors. 

It had been recommended to this poor woman 
to take the juice of water parfnep and water 
crejfes. The perfon employed to procure thefe 
herbs, urthappily miftook, for the former of 
them, the hemlock dropwort ; and, as an aggrava¬ 
tion of the evil, the juice of the root, which is 
more virulent than that of the leaves, was ufed. 
She drank little, if any, more than half a tea¬ 
cup full, in the morning falling. In lefs than a- 
quarter of an hour ihe complained of excefliVe 
giddinefs, and foori after vomited, but not plen¬ 
tifully: before the half hour was completed, 
convulfions came on, and (he was from that 
time deprived of the power of fwallowing, and 
of .her fenfes. In this condition, owing to the 
confirmation the family was in, little or nothing 
was got down, and the fits following each other 
fall, and increafing in firength, after having 
fufiered nine or ten of them, fhe died in two 
hours and an half from the time of fwallowing 
the fata} potion. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

-V . > 

The two mod poifonous plants perhaps na¬ 
turally growing in England, are fuch as have, 
Vol. V. N° II. B b from 
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from their general refemblance to the water parf¬ 
nep, been frequently miftaken for it, and nu¬ 
merous inftances have confirmed the very viru¬ 
lent effe&s of them. Thefe two plants are the 
hemlock dropwort (oenanthe crocata), and the 
long-leaved water hemlock (cicuta virofa). Thefe, 
together with the water parfnep , the hemlock , or 
kex, as it is vulgarly called, fnallage , fools 
parjley , or lefier hemlock, and many others of 
the fame natural clafs calltd by Botanifts um¬ 
belliferous plants, have fuch a general likenefs 
in the manner of growing, the form of the 
leaves, and in the mode of flowering, that it is 
not at all furprifing, that unfkilful people, and 
thofe not ufed to the nicer dilcriminations, which 

' t 

hold among plants of the fame natural clafs, 
fhould miftake one for the ocher; add to this, 
that the fmell of the herb, and the root of hem¬ 
lock dropwort , not unpleafant, nor very unlike 
that of the parfnep, may ftilT farther impofe 
upon the ignorant and unwary. 

The long-leaved water hemlock is rarely found 
in the county of Dorfet; whereas the hemlock 
dropwort is very common, n?uch more fo than 
the water parfnep , by the fides of the rivers and 
brooks, and in wet ditches, particularly fuch 
as communicate with running waters, by which 
' V* “ means 



irreans the feeds and roots are carried by floods 
to a diftance from the borders of the rivers. It 
is never feen on dry and hilly grounds, nor even 
meadows, unlefs in fuch as are liable to be flooded. 
The leaves are much fmaller cut, more fuc- 
culent, and of a deeper green, than thofe of the 
water parfnep, and more rdemble thofe of 
fmollagc and parjley. But there is one diftin&ion 
which will never fail, if properly attended to, 
and it is earnedly recommended to all thofe who 
are dubious of the plant they mean to procure, 
to attend to it. The root of the hemlock drop - 
wort confifts, not of one conical or top root, 
like a parfnep, neither of a number of fibres, 
norjof a Angle round bulb or two, but is what 
may be called a fingered root, made up of a 
number of oblong roots, all proceeding from 
the bottom of the ftalk as from a center, and 
in proportion to the age or vigour of the plant, 
fmaller or larger, each of them ufually as thick, 
and nearly as long, as the finger, and from three, 
or four, to fix, eight, or ten in number. 

Of the water pqrfnep there are three fpecies 
growing in England, each of them more or lefs 
frequently found in different parts of the king¬ 
dom •, and all growing in water or watery fitu- 
ations. Thefe are the fium latifclinm , broad- 

15 b 2 leaved 
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leaved water parfnep ; fium angujlifolium , or le¬ 
nd a ojficin. •, and the /turn nodifiorum , creeping 
water parfnep. The two firft are thofe which 
were intended to be uled in Ynedicine, and the 
fecond particularly, is that which tradition has 
fo ftrongly recommended as an antifcorbutic ; 
but, as the laft fpecies is the mod common, 
and is more eafily procured, it is ufually gathered 
for medicinal purpofes, inftead of the other. The 
miftake is perhaps of no confequence* as it ap¬ 
pears to be innocent. The roots of the firft 
kind are, on good authority, faid to be noxious * 
they certainly have proved fo to brutes. The 
juice of the leaves of the two others may be 
drank to the quantity of a quarter of a pint* 
and is fafe and harmlefs. It is perhaps however 
to be regretted, that the water parfnep (hould 
have obtained the character of a fpecific with 
>• many people, in what are called fcorbutic cafes *, 
fince it has occafioned fuch fatal errors, from 
miftaking for it, not only the bemloek dropwort , 
but the long-leaved water hemlock in many in- 
ftances, and fince alfo it may juftly be doubted, 
whether the virtue attributed to water parfnep■,< 
as an antifcorbutic , does-not reft, howfoever fane? 
tioned by time, on a very {lender foundation j 
it probably extends no farther than may be 

owing 
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owing to its gently diuretic quality, and the 
power of correcting a putrid tendency in the 
animal frame in common with moft other vege¬ 
table productions. 

\ The fymptoms induced by hemlock dropwort , 

in the inftance before us, fufliciently correfpond 
with thofe,recited in almoft all the hiftories of 
its poifonous effeCts on record. Where the 
quantity fwallowed was confiderable, it did not 
fail, very foon, to bring on giddinefs andfick- 
nefs, which were fucceeded by convulfions, and 
\ fuch a contraction of the jaw, as precluded. In 

many inftances, the ufe of proper affiftance. 
Thofe, who arc difpofed to fee the hiftory of this 
noxious vegetable farther illuftrated, are re¬ 
ferred to the following papers, among others that 
might be quoted. 

Philofoph. Tranf. abridged. Vol. II. p. 641. 

Phil. Tranf. at large. Vol. XL1V. p. 227, 
n with an accurate engraving of the plant. 

Phil. Tranf. Vol. L. p. 856. 

Gent . Magazine, 1747, p.321, with a figure 
of the root copied from the foregoing. 

Gent. Magazine, 1755, p, 114. 

London Med. Journal. Vol. II. 1781, p. 40. 

The moft effectual method of attempting to 
relieve the unhappy fufferer in tbefe melancholy 

cafes. 



'Cafes, although obvious to all intelligent perfdns* 
cannot be too often repeated—as foon -as a mis¬ 
take of this kind is diicovered, the moft in*- 
ftant relief is to be expe&ed by difeharging the 
poilbn from the ftomach, without the leaft delay. 
To this end a large dofe of an emetic fhould 
be given. To a grown perfon, thirty or forty 
grains of ipecacuanha in powder, or an ounce 
and an half or two ounces of ipecacuanha wine; 
or fix, eight, or ten grains of emetic tartar ; 
or twenty grains of white vitriol; afiifting the 
operation, if poflible, by large draughts of 
diluting liquors, as warm water, thin gruel, 
which will probably be rendered more advan¬ 
tageous by the addition of a moderate quantity 
of vinegar, or other vegetable acid. 

This is the firft and moft material ftep where 
vegetable poifons have been taken *, and I clofe 
thefe hints by obferving, that vomiting is not 
lefs necefiary in the cafe of mineral poifons ; 
fuch as arfenicy or mercury fublimate , fugar of 
Icady &c. unlefs they occafion of themfelves a 
fufficient difeharge this way. Here, however; 
great dilution is not lefs neceflary; but the ad¬ 
dition of fome alkaline preparation to the dilut¬ 
ing liquor is alfo ftrongly indicated, as a means 
of decompofing fuch fubftances, and rendering 

fuch 
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fuch parts of them, as cannot be evacuated, in 
fome meafure inert. Moderate quantities, a tea 
fpoonful, for inftance, of fait of wormwood, 
of fait of tartar, or of potafh, to a pint or a 
pint and an half of the liquid ; and, as no time 
ought to be loft, if none of the above 
are in readinefs, lye, made of wood-aihes, 
will anfwer, only that the quantity muft be 
much larger; as will foap-lye alfo. Even fpirit 
of hartlhorn may contribute to the fame pur- 
pofe, if nothing elfe is immediately at hand. 
Should this evacuation be fpeedily procured, 
time will be gained for fuch farther means as . 
the circumftances of the cafe may require. 

• • ' t 

Blandford, May 29, 

17S4. 


SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

T HE Academy of Sciences at Mantua have 
propofed the following prize queftion, viz. 
“ In what confifts the poifon of certain muftv- 
“ rooms, and what are the fureft means of pre- 
44 venting or remedying its effects The prize 
, 44 is 



is to confift of two medals, each of the value 
of fifty florins. The difiertations are to be fent 
to the Abbe Carli, fecretary of the Academy, 
before the firft of January 1785. 


_ % • 

The following queftion is propofed by the 
Royal Academy of Sciences and Belles Lettres 
at Angers, for a prize of 300 livres, viz. “ What 
“ is the cheapeft method of bringing up found- 
“ lings in the country, and what mode of edu- 
,c cation is likely to render them moft ufeful to 
“ the ftate The difiertations on this fubjed: 
muft be fent to M. de Narce, fecretary to the 
Academy, before the firft of January 1785. 


The Medical Society of Edinburgh have an¬ 
nounced the following prize queftion, viz. 
“ Quot fint aeris fpecies; quaenam fingularum 
** natura, et in medicina vires?”—The premium 
is to be a gold medal of twenty guineas value. 
The difiertations muft be written in Latin, and 
tranfmitted to the fecretaries of the Society be¬ 
fore the firft of January 1785. 



- The Royal Academy of Surgery at Paris, at 
iheir public meeting on the 22d of April 1784, 
adjudged the premium for the queftion announ¬ 
ced laft year (and which the reader will find in 
the 4th vol. of this Journal, p. 300) to M. Tef- 
fier, ftudcnt of furgery at Paris.—At the fame 
meeting were read the eulogies of Mefiieurs de 
la Martiniere and Houftet, two affociates lately 
deceafed.—The fecretary gave notice, that M. 
Vermont, a member of the Academy, and accou¬ 
cheur to the queen of France, has founded an 
annual premium of 300 livres for the beft paper 
on a midwifery fubjedt that lhall be prefented to 
the Academy in the^ cour-fe of the year.—The 
Academy have propofed the following prize 
queftion, viz. “ In what cafes may probe fcif- 
“ fars, which have been fo much abufed in com- 
mon pradtice, be employed with advantage; 
“ what are the reafons which entitle them to a 
“ preference in particular cafes to other cutting 
tC inftruments, and what are the different me- 
“ thods of ufing them ?”—The premium is of 
300 livres value, and the difiertations muft be 
lent to M. Louis* fecretary of the Academy, 
before Dec. 31, 17%^. 
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Specimens of a new fpecies of bark, the pro* 
duce of the ifland of St. Lucid, and which pro- 
miles to be a valuable acquifition to the materia 
medica, have lately been lent to the Royal So¬ 
ciety. It is of the genus of cinchona , but of a 
different fpecies from the cinchona officinalis. It y 
exceeds the latter in bitternefs and aftringency, 
and is faid to have proved even more efficacious 
than the red bark, tho* given in much fmaller 
doles. In dofes, of more than twenty grains, it 
conftantly excites vomiting. 

. * t 1 

An account of a very curious experiment to 
prove that water is a compofition of dephlogifti- 
cated and inflammable airs, has been lately com¬ 
municated to the Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Paris by Meffieurs Meunier and Lavoifler. Thefe 
gentlemen recollefting the affinity which the caL 
cinabie metals are known to have with dephlogi- 
fticated air, placed a tube of iron acrofs a furnace 
in fuch a manner, that the tube might be made 
red hot. They then conveyed into the tube lo 
heated the vapour of boiling water, and they 
found that its dephlogifticated air was attracted 
by the iron, and that its inflammable air paffed 
in m leparate and pure ftate into a refervoir pre¬ 
pared 

i . 

I 





pared for its reception at the other extremity of 
the tube. The iron being by this procefs loaded 
with dephlogifticated air was found to be in- 
creafed both in bulk and in weight. The dia¬ 
meter of the tube was lelfened, and it was ob- 
ferved, that the iron was lefs attra&able than be¬ 
fore by the magnet. When the metal was in 
this manner faturated with dephlogifticated air, 
the decompolition of the water ceafed.—No filch 
effects took place, when, inftead of, a tube of 
calcinable metal, one of gold or filver was em¬ 
ployed.—The inflammable air procured by this 
procefs was found to be ten or twelve times 
lighter than atmofpherical air. 


Extraft of a letter from Dr. Hunter of York, 
F. R. S. to Dr. Percival of Manchefter, 
F. R. S. 

“ On the 25th of October 1778, a lea-faring 
perfon, about forty years of age, was recom- 
' mended* as a patient to the Lunatic Afylum in 
York. During his abode in the hofpital he was 
never obferved to cxprefs'any defire for fufte- 
pance, or to Ihew any preference of it to his 
jnedicines. The firft fix weeks after his admif 

C c 2 fion 
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lion he was fed in the manner of an infant. A 
fervant undrefied him at night, and dreffed him 
in the morning; after which he was conduced 
to his feat in the common parlour, where he re¬ 
mained all day, with his body bent, and his eyes ✓ 

fixed on the ground. Every thing was indiffe¬ 
rent to him, and he was regarded by all'about 
him as an animal converted nearly into a vege¬ 
table.. In this ftate of infenfibility he remained 
five years and fix months : but, on the 14th of 
May 1782, on his entrance into the parlour he 
faluted the con.valefcents with the words Good / 

morrow to you ail. He then thanked the fervants 
of the houfe, in the moft affectionate manner, 

for their tendernefs to him, of which he had be- 

» * • 

gun to be fenfible fome weeks before, but till 
then had not refolution to exprefs his gratitude. 

A few days after this unexpected recovery he 
was permitted to write a letter to his wife, in 
which he exprefled himfelf with becoming pro- 1 

priety. At this time he feemed to take peculiar 
pleafure in the enjoyment of the open air, and 
in his walks converfed with freedom and ferenity. 

On making enquiry concerning what he felt, 
during the fufpenfion of his intellectual and fen- 
fitive powers, he replied, that his mind had 
been totally lojl j but that about two months be¬ 
fore 
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fore his full reftoration to himfelf he began tQ 
have thoughts and fenfations, which, at firft ? 
ferved only to excite in him fears and apprehen¬ 
sions, efpecially in the night-time. On the 2 8 th 
of May 1782 he returned' to his family; and 
has now the command of a (hip employed in the 
Baltic trade.” See Moral and Literary Differtations 
lately publifhed by Dr. Percival. 


Extradt of a letter from Mr. George Bew, fecre- 
tary to the Literary and Philofophical Society 
at Manchefter, to Dr. Simmon^; dated Man- 
- chefter, April 16, 1784. 

“ The laft number of the London Medical 

» I 

Journal is now before me, with Mr. Henry’s 
obfervatipns on freezing, and latent heat.—There 
js fomething ftill myfterious in the act of con¬ 
gelation.—During the winter I was amufing my- 
felf with fomc experiments on that fubjedt, and 
on vegetation. The cold was intenfe, and in a 
room, which was without fire, the thermometer 
funk to 28° of Fahrenheit. Some hyacinth bulbs, 
in fmall glafles, which were adjacent to feveral 
thermometers, did not feem affedted by the cold. 
The water continued unfrozen. I placed ano¬ 
ther glafs with an equal quantity of water, and 

im- 
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jmmerged in it a very well graduated thermo¬ 
meter of Dollond’s. In fome time the tempe¬ 
rature was reduced to 26°; ftill the water fhew- 

/ 

ed no figns of congelation, even when agitatedj 
but upon withdrawing the thermometer, and 
dropping a fmall particle of ice into the water, 
jt immediately froze, and became a folid mafs. 
On plunging the thermometer intQ the yefiel 
which contained the vegetating bulbs it rofe near 
two degrees. I mull remark to you, that this 
happened when the temperature of the air was 
below the freezing point • for when it was above 
it, T did not diftinguilh much difference. Does 
not this prove, that living vegetables have a 
power of generating heat, in fome degree, ana* 
logous to that of animals ? Dr. Percival tells 
me, that fome fimilar experiments have been 
made by Mr. John Hunter, which were read ap 
the Royal Society.” 


In the prefent (late of literary improvement, 
it is imagined, there are very few perfons of any 
defeription, who have not frequent occafion to 
lament the want of accefs to a Library larger 
than their own, and furnifhed and regulated in a 
manner different from any public one which at 




I 



prcfent exifts. Men of learning and fcience, 
whofe' tafte or profeflion leads them to ftudy 
with peculiar care fome particular branch of 
knowledge, are often under the neceflity of con- 
fulting works fo coftly and expenfive, as to be 
far beyond the reach of moft private fortunes, 
Inftances of fuch works are numerous. Moft 
of the modern publications in Natural Hiftory, 
together with every later book of Plates, are 
examples of this kind ; and as the value of fuch 
works depends upon the accuracy and beauty of 
the engraving, it is impofiible to fubftitute for 
them others which may have been executed with 
lefs care. The tranfattions of the different 
Learned Societies in Europe are of very great 
extent, and would form a library of themfelves; 
and yet there is no man of fcience who has not 
frequent occafion both to confult, and to ftudy 
them. If, in order to this, he fhould be under 
the neceflity of purchafing fuch works, he would 
not only fuffer the hardfhip of purchafing what 
is large and expenfive, but alfo what in a great 
meafure will be ufelefs to him, fince they com¬ 
prehend the whole circle of fcience, and he is 
employed only in the cultivation of fome part 
of it. 


With 



With a view to remedy; this inconvenieh T c£,‘ 
a Society, entitled the London Library So¬ 
ciety, hath lately been inftituted. It & parti¬ 
cularly intended, that this Library fhall contain 
thofe books of fcience, whether of our own or 
of other countries* which it i$ difficult for in¬ 
dividuals to procure; and as its s funds increafe, 
that it fhall contain every book of importance 

in fcience. 

/ 

Any perfon may become a member of this 
Society by paying one guinea entrance and one 
guinea per annum.—The Library, which is fitu- 
ated in Crane-court, Fleet-ftreet, is to be open 
on Mondays, Wednefdays, and Fridays, from 
Twelve to Three, and on Tuefdays andThurf- 
days from Six to Nine ; during which time, the 
members may confult any books, or fend for 
them to their own houfes.—A committee for 
regulating the affairs of the Society are to be 
ele&ed annually on the laft Thurfday in June. 
—The committee appointed for the firft year, 
are the Reverend Dr. Kippis, the Rev. Dr. Rees, 
the Rev. Mr. Walker, Dr. W. Saunders, Dr. 
Crawford, Dr. Lifter, ^Benjamin Vaughan, Efq. 
and William Vaughan, Efq. ■ ' , 
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we feel much fatisfaftion in being able to in¬ 
form the lovers of Natural Hiftorv in this court-* 
try, that the Linnaean Library and Mufeunt 
fconJifting of the books, manuferipts, and cor- 
refpondertce *, the Herbarium, infects, (hells, 
^Qirals, and minerals of the celebrated Linnaeus) 
are foon to be removed from Upfal to London. 
•^-This valuable collection having been offered 
for fale firice the death of the younger Linnaeus* 
has been purchafed by Mr. Smith of Norwich* 
no\# a ftudent of phyfic at Edinburgh, for the- 
fum bf nine hundred guineas. 

! \ > r. ■ j 


PROMOTIONS, 

I 

Lately, Mr. Charles Combe, of Bloomfbury- 
fquare, London, F. R. S. and S. A; to be M. D. 
in the Univerfity of Glafgovv,—Mr. James Simp¬ 
lon to be Surgeon to the Surry Difpenfary; 

April 5. Dr. Sibthorpe jun. to be Profeffor 
of Botany at Oxford in the room of his father* 
who refigned.~Dr. Adair Crawford and Dr* 
Robert Hallifax to be Licentiates, and Dr. 

Charles Combe and Mr. Michael Underwood to 

\ ■ 

be Licentiates in Midwifery, of the Royal Col- 
Voi.V. NMI. Dd lege- 
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lcgc of Phyficians, London.—io. Mr.-- Car¬ 

rol, Surgeon’s mate, to be Surgeon to the 26th 
regiment of foot in the room of Mr. Matthew 
Cahill.—17. Mr. John Bell, Surgeon of the 
late 94th regiment, to be Surgeon of the 5th re¬ 
giment of foot in the room of Mr. St. John 
Neill.—Mr. Edward M^llifter, of the late 75th 
regiment, to be Surgeon to the 65th regiment 
of foot, in the room of Mr. John Glofter.— 
29. John Sheldon, Efq. Profeffor of Anatomy 
in the Royal Academy of Arts, to be F. R. S. 

May 3. S. Hodfon, of Caius College, Cam¬ 
bridge, M. A. to be M. B. — 4. Dr. James 
- Wood of Doncafter to be Fellow of the R. C. 
of Phyficians, Edinburgh.—Mr. James Wright 
to be Surgeon of the 60th regiment of foot in 
the room of Mr. John Sommers.—5. Charles 
Blagden, M. D. to be Secretary to the Royal 
Society in the room of Mr. Maty, who has re- 
figned.—7. Mr. John Birch, to be Surgeon to 
St. Thomas’s Hofpital in the room of Mr. 
George Martin, deceafed. — 12. Dr. William 
Falconer, to be Phyfician to the General Hof¬ 
pital at Bath in the room of Dr. Staker, de¬ 
ceafed.—19. Mr. William Balme Farnell, to be 
' Apothecaty to the General Hofpital at Bath.— 
20. Dr. Andrew Douglas,, to be Phyfician to 

. ' the 
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the Afylum, London.—25. Mr. Michael Grant, 
Afllftant-furgeon to the General Hofpital in 
North America, to be Surgeon at Providence. 

June 11. Samuel Hind of Pembroke Hall, 
Cambridge, M. A. to be M. B.—25. Dr. John 
Caulet, to be Fellow, and Dr. William Rowley, 
Dr. John Meyer, Dr. Thomas Knowles, Dr. 
George Pearfon, and Dr. John" Cooke, to be 
Licentiates of the Royal College of Phyficians, 
London. • . 


D E A T H S’. 

r Lately at St. Auguftine in Florida, Mr. Jo- 
feph Jervis, of Ipfwich, Navy Surgeon. — At 
Bath, aged 91, Samuel Bufti, Elq. feveral 
times mayor of that city, where he formerly 
pra&ifed as an apothecary. 

1783. Sept. At Stutgard, of a dyfentery, 
Charles Henry Koeftlin, Profeflbr of Phyfic j 
author of letters on the natural hiftory of the 
Ifle of Elbe, written in French and publifhed at 
Vienna in 1780. 

1784. January 7. On his paflage from Africa 
tp the Weft Indies, Mr. John Rowand, of Brif- 

D d 2 tol. 
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tol, Surgeon of the Pearl Guinea ftiip, and latf? 
Surgeon of the Morimouthlhire militia. 

Feb. 23. At Worcefter, Mr. Benjattain Tip-, 
ton, Apothecary to the Infirmary. 

March 28. At Edinburgh, Mr. Wm. Chal- 
mfer. Member of the Royal College of Sur¬ 
geons. 

April. At Parisj aged 77, Jofeph Raulin, 
M. D. one of the Phyficians to the king of 
France, Infpe&or General of the mineral water* 
of that kingdom, Fellow of the Royal Society 
of London, &c. and author of feveral medical 
works. He was born at Ayguetinte, in the dio-, 
cefe of Auch, and graduated at Touloufe. He 
pra&ifed for fome time at Nerac, where he be¬ 
came known to the celebrated M. de Montef- 
quieu, under whofe patronage he removed to 
Paris in 17,55.—At Winchefter, Mr. John Bre- 
reton, apothecary.—At Paris, Mark Anthony 
Guifchard, M. D. in the Univerfity of Mont¬ 
pellier, M. Peter Francis Dreux, apothecary.— 
9. In Bafinghall-ftreet, London, Mr. Richard 
Uwins, apothecary.—13. At Faverfham ‘in 
Kent Mr. Lukyn fen. apothecary. — 24. John 
Staker, M. D. in the Univerfity of Oxford, 
ahd one of the phyficians of the General Hof- 

pitaj 
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pital at Bath.—26. Mr. George Martin, Sur¬ 
geon of St. Thomas’s Hofpital in London. 

May. At Oxford, Mr. Curtis, Apothecary. 
At Paris, Pafchal Borie, Doctor Regent of the 
faculty of Phyfic, and M. John Jofeph Go- 
mand, and M. Claude Denis Delaulne, Sur¬ 
geons of that city.—17. In Derby-ftreet, Weft- 
minfter, Mr. John Strutt, Apothecary. 

June 1. In Broad-ftreet Buildings, London, 
Thomas Dickfon, M. D. F. R. S. Member of 
the R. C. of Phyficians, and Phyfician to the 
London Hofpital. He was author of an inau¬ 
gural difiertation de Sanguinis Mijfione , printed 
at Leyden in 1746 ; of a treatife on blood¬ 
letting, publilhed in 1763, and of feveral papers 
in the Medical Obfervations and Inquiries.— 
16. At Hertford, aged 30 years, Jofeph Dimf- 
dale, M. D. third fon of the Hon. Baron Tho¬ 
mas Dimfdale, and author of an inaugural dif¬ 
iertation de Morbis cutaneis> printed at Edin* 
furgh in 1773. 


I 
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SECTION IV. 

/ 

(Quarterly Catalogue, 

j.OYMPATHF defended; or the ftate of 
O medical criticifm in London, in the year 
1781, written to improve the principles and 
manners of the editor of the London Medical 
Journal, in his prefent very critical fituation, 

By a Society of Faculties, Friends to the Public 
and Enemies to Impolition. To which are added, / 

the contents of Dr. Jackfon’s Treatife on Medi¬ 
cal Sympathy. 8vo: London, 1784. 50 pages. 

In the 1 ft volume of our Journal (p. 284) we 
took notice of a very obfcurc treatife on fympathy 
written by Dr. Seguin Henry Jackfon. Many 
of the ideas contained in it were borrowed from 
Mr. John Hunter’s le&ures, and Mr. Hunter, 
in a letter to the editor of this Journal (written 
with a view to its being publifhed either entire 
or in part as the editor might deem moft pro¬ 
per) mentions “ the crude and imperfeft Jiate in 
t£ which thofe ideas were offered to the public,” 
and obferves, that “ it was impoffible for Dr. 

“ Jackfon to do juftice to his opinions, as he 
“ muft have taken them from a manufcript 
v , “ copy 



“ copy of his le&ures, written by fome young 
« man *, Dr. Jackfon himfelf not having at- 
“ tended the lectures; and of courfe not having 
« had the advantage of hearing them fully ex- 
“ plained.”—We gave no opinion of the me¬ 
rits of the performance, but contented our- 
felves with quoting from it a few paflfages which 
might enable Our readers to judge of the au¬ 
thor’s abilities as a medical writer In the 

pamphlet now before us, which is written in the 
fame ftrain of obfcurity and dulnefs that diftin- 
guilhes the Treatife on Sympathy,'we are faid 
to have quoted only the “ weakeft and molt 
“ exceptionable parts. ”-This is not true. 

In the preface we are told, that “ certain fa- 
“ culties having obferved that great depreda- 
“ tions have been committed in fome of their 
“ newly acquired territories and poffeflions, by 
“ fome able-headed book-men, aflifted by fo- 
<c reign fupplies, to the detriment, as they ap- 
“ prehend, of our home manufaftories, they 
“ have thought it neceflary to form themfelves 
“ into a fociety,, not only with a view of pre- 
“ ferving their own conftitution and property, 
4£ but of warning other corporate focieties of a 
“ fimilar nature, and in a fimilar fituation, to 
“ be on their guard againft the dark and dan- 

u gerous 
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gcrous invafions of foreign (and rilore pfi- 

“ vate than public) fervices, with which the fa- 

culties in this kingdom are at prefent much 
‘‘ threatened and abufed.”-AH this; will ap¬ 

pear perhaps fomewhat unintelligible to our 
readers, but it may ferve as a fpecimen of the 
writer’s manner. 

i 

In reviewing that part of thrf Tr^atife on 
Sympathy where the author fpeaks of the new 

i 

general divifion of phyfic, he wilhes to add to 
the three (phyfiology, pathology, and thera- 
peia) ufually enumerated by fyftematic writers^ 
we were at a lofs to know what he meant by his 
fix afterilks. We now learn that hrs meaning 
was “ to leave the coining of a new word to , 
“ profeffors and colleges, on which account the 
<l afterilks were introduced.” 

Something like a challenge feems to be in¬ 
tended by the following paffage i “ We hope 
“ to find (if fuch lhould be neceflary) that he 
“ ( meaning,, as we fuppofe , Dr. Seguin Henry 
“ JackJon) can ufe the mufcles of his hand and 
“ fore-atm, in managing a pen (or otherwife) 

“ in defence of his character as a medical 
“ writer; and We do not think, that writing - 
“ can have lefienedthe free ufe of the joints of , 

“ his right hand.” 


f 


/ 


Speaking 



Speaking of the editors of the Journal, who 
are in one place ftyled “ the long-necked critics,* 
and in another, the fliarp-fighted editors,” we 
ar£ told, that they “ muft certainly have fwal- 
“ lowed oil, or have ufcd it externally, to give 
full and free motion to their mufcles and 
^ lower jaw, when they dictated to their fecre- 
tarythat ** they muft have been under the 
ie Influence of darknefs vifible in the clouds, 
when they read the Treatife; ” and that 
** fuch unfair proceedings will never pafs un- 
** punilhed, though the Journal was the cort- 
<{ fciertce of their body/’—Other paflages of a 
fimilar nature might be quoted, but our readers 
will perhaps think that we have already bellowed 
too much attention on this illiberal and con¬ 
temptible performance. ' , 

2. Joamtis Nathanael Liebtrkuhn , anatomici, 
dum viveret, fummi, et medici experientiflimf, 
Diflertationes quatuor ♦, nimirum, de valvula 
coli, et ufu proccflus vermicularis j de fabrica 
et a&ione villorum inteftinorum tenuium homi- 
nis •,—*fur les moyens propres a decouvrir la con- 
ftruflion des vilceres;—deferiptifin d’un micro- 
fcope anatomique. Omnia nunc primum in 
unum collegia et edita cura et ftudio Joannis 
Sheldon, anatomes prasle&oris et focictatis chi- 
* Vol. V, N® II, Ee riwgorum 



rurgorum Londinenfis fodalis. 4m. Cadell, Lon¬ 
don, with 5 copper-plates. 

The value of thefe effays is well known, and 
the anatomical reader cannot fail to be well plea- 
fed at feeing them brought together into one 
volume. The engravings are elegant \ and pre T 
fixed to the difiertations is a life of the author, re¬ 
printed from the Leipfic Commentaries for 1757. 

3. An Efiay on the waters of Harrogate and 
Thorp Arch in Yorklhirej containing fome di r 
regions for their ufe in difeafes. To which are 
prefixed fome obfervations on mineral waters in 
general, and the method of analyfing them. By 
JoJhua Walker , M. D. phyfician to the Leeds 
Infirmary. 8vo. Johnfon , London, 1784. 3s. 

4. A (hort attempt to recommend the ftudy 
of Botanic Analogy in inveftigating the proper¬ 
ties of medicines from the vegetable kjngdom. 
8vo. Robinfon , London, 1784. is. 6d. 

5. Tcftacea minuta rariora, nuperrjme detec¬ 
ta in arena littoris Sandvicenfis; a Gul. Boys , 
Arm. S. A. S. Multa addidit, et omnium figu- 
ras ope microfcopii ampliatas accurate delinea- 
vit, Geo. Walker .—A Collection of the minute 
and rare (hells lately difcovered in the fand of 
the fea .(hore near Sandwich j by William Boys , 
Lfi]. F. S. A. confiderably augmented, and all 

- • their 
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their figures accurately drawn as magnified with 
the microfcope. B y Geo. Walker, bookfeller, at 
Faverlham. 4to, White , London, 1784. p. 25, 
with 3 copper-plates. 

6. Phyfical and Chemical Efiays, tranflated 
from the Latin of Sir Torbern Bergman , knight of 
the order of Wafa, profeflor of chemiftry at Up- 
fal, &c. By Edmund Cullen , M. D. fellow of the 
Royal College of Phyficians at Dublin. To 
which are added, notes and illuftrations by the 
Tranflator. 8vo. Murray , London, 1784. Vols. 
J. and II. 

1 

We have long wifhed to lee an*Englilh trans¬ 
lation of thefe excellent Efiays. The one here 
offered to the public appears to have the merit' 
of great accuracy; and befides the tranflator’s 
own notes, which are judicious, is enriched with 
thofe added to the French edition of thefe efiays 
by M. de Morveau. (See our xft vol. p. 293.) ’ 

7. Observations on the Jail, Hofpital, or Ship 

Fever. 1 By Robert Robert Jon, IVh D. a furgeon 
of his majefty’s navy. 8vo. Murray , London, 
3783. 5s. ' V •/ 

8. Obfervations and Experiments for invefti- 
gating the chymical hiftory of the tepid fprings 
of Buxton; together with an account of many , 
jiewlv-difcovered, or little known properties pf 

EC2 
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fubfrances relating to Teyeral branches of chy T 
noiftry, and animal and vegetable life. To which 
are prefixed a chronological relation of the ufe 
of Buxton waters from the earlieft records to the 
prefent time, (ketches of the atmofphere of the 
Peake, and of the external form and internal 
ftructore of the mountainous regions of Derby-; 
{hire : intended for the improvement of natural 
fcience and the art of phyfic. By George Pear - 
fon 9 M. D. 8vo. Johnfon , London, 2 vols. with 
2 capper-plates. 8s. 

9. A Catalogue of the Britifh Medicinal, Cu- 

lihary, ar>d Agricultural Plants, cultivated, in 
the London botanic garden. By William Curtis, 
author of the Flora Londinenfis; to which are 
prefixed Propofals for opening it by fuhfcrip-' 
lion. iamo. White , London, 1783. 3s. < 5 d. 

10. Apper$u fur les moyens de guerir l’Hydrq- 

phobie. i. e. Account of the means of curing the 
hydrophobia. By M. de Mat tbits, M.D. furgeon 
fo the army of the king of Naples. Pubfifhed 
by order of government. 8vo. Paris, 1784. ' 

M. de Matthiis, during his refidence in Cate-, 
bria Citerior, having one day caught a viper in 
the fields, had occafion in his way home to pals 
by a farm yard, where a dog was chained, that 
>ras faid to be mad. M. de Matthiis offered wa¬ 
ter 

* t v .* 
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per jto the dog, and the animal immediately fell 
into convulfions. Recolledling his viper, be was 
tempted to try its effect by applying it to the 
dog’s throat. This was accordingly done, and 
the confequences were, that the head of the dog 
fwelled, the fymptoms of the hydrophobia cea- 
fed, and the animal recovered. On*this fingle 
cafe the prefent pamphlet is founded. 

ii. leones Plaqtarum medicinal! um. Abbii- 
dungen von arzneygewachfen. 8vo. Noriinberg, 
1780—8;. 

The account we lately gave of this work (voL 
IV. p. 440) was copied from a foreign Journal. 
We have fince had an opportunity of feeing the 
work itfelf. Eight numbers of ir, making four 
yolumes, are publilhed. The deferiptions are in 
- Latin and German. The plates are coloured, 
and feem to be accurate. The author is Mr. John 
Zorn, apothecary at Kempten. 

iz. Lettre de M. le Comte Morozzo a M. 
Macquer, fur la decompofition du gas mephi- 
tique et du gas nitreux. e. Letter from Count 
Morozzo to M. Macquer, on the decompofition 
t>$ fixed air and nitrous air. 4to. Turin, 1785. 
22 pages, 

13. L’lnoculazione de Vajuolo, componimen- 
to lirico. >. €. The Inoculation of the Smallpox, 

a lyric 



a lyric poem. By Francis Bonafide. 4to. Turin, 
1783. _ 

14. Oeuvres d’Hiftoire naturelle. i. e< The 
Works on natural Hiftory, of Charles Bonnet , 
member of the Imperial Academy of Naturae 

t 

Curiofi, &c. &c. 410. Paris, .1782. 7 vols. 

15. Lettera contenente alcuni tentativi d’eC- 
perienze per dimollrare una nuova forca exif- 
tente nel cuore, ed alcune rifleflioni fopra altri 
punti fifiologici, fcritta al Sig Dott. Forre, pro¬ 
tomedico del due d’Aofta. i. e. A Letter con¬ 
taining experiments to demonftrate a new power 
exifting in the heart, with reflexions on other 
phyfiological points, written to Dr. Forre, firft 
phyfujian to the duke of Aofta, by Francis Bar - 
tolozzer. 4to. Milan, 1783. p. 24. 

16. Diflertazione chemica intorno all* alkali 
flogifticato, ed all* azzurro di Berlino. t. e. A 
chemical Difiertation on phlogifticated alkali and 
Pruflian blue. By Marf. Landriani. 4to. Mi¬ 
lan. 178Z. 

17. Ofiervazioni ed Efperienze ful fapgue flu r 
ido, e rappreflo j fopra l’azione dell’ arterie; e 
fui liquori che bollono poco rifealdati nella ma- 
china pneumatica. i. e. Obfervations and Expe¬ 
riments on fluid and coagulated blood; on the 
aftion of arteries; and on the liquors which.boij, 

with 
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with a flight heat, in the air-pump. By P. Mof- 
N catif M. D. Regius profeflor of phyfic, and phy- 
fician man-midwife to the.hofpital of St. Catha¬ 
rine. 8vo. Milan, 1783. 132 pages. 

This work is written in oppofition to the Che¬ 
valier Rofa, of whofe hypothefes we have given 
fome account in our fourth volume, p. 267. 

18. Lettera d’uno ftudente Dottor Padovano 
al cel. profefiore D. Pietro Mofcati. i2mp. Ve¬ 
nice, 1783. p. 15. 

19. Lettera di N. N. Piacentino alSig. N.N. 
Modonefe. i2mo. Piacenza, 1783. p. 15. 

This and the preceding article relate to the 
Chevalier Rofa’s dodtrines. 

20. Memoire concernant une efpece de co- 
lique obfervee fur les v^iifieaux. i. e. An Efiay 
on a fpecies of colic obferved on fliip-board. 
Read at a public meeting of the Faculty of Phy¬ 
fic at Paris, by M. Gardane , dodtor regent of 
the Faculty, &c. 8vo. Paris, 1783. 29 pages. 

The colic here defcribed is the fame as the 

* .r I 

colic a Piftonum. It is faid to attack in general 
only the officers of (hips, and is afcribed to the 
varnifh ufed in painting their cabins. 

21. Jo. Chrijl. Reilly Med. et Chirurg. Dodt. 
tradtatus de Polycholia. 8vo. Halle, 1782. p. 
112. 

The 
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‘I'he author gives the name 6f Polycholia t$ 
a difeafe which he afcribcs to a redundance of 
bile m the blood. 

22. De rara Jingiilarium rertim cbmpage iri 
mulieris ventre detefta a Hicronjmo Guaraldi t 
Phil. & Med. Dott. 4to. Bologna, p. 26, with 
2 copper-plates; 

23. Conftituzione epidemica di Firenze dell 
iiiverno 1780—81. i.e. Epidemical conftitution 
at Florence during the winter of 1780—81; 
i2mo. Florence, 1781. 454 pages. 

24. Chr. Vater de praefagiis vitse & mortis, 
iterum edidit, auxit S. A. D. fiflot. 8vo. Pa- 
vise, 1783. 

25. M. J.J. Mederer, Med. Chir. in Csefareo- 

t 

Regia Univerfitate Friburgenfi, Prof, ord. dec. 
Syntagma dc Rabie Ganina. i2mo. Turin, 
1783..• 

26. Des Maladies des Femmes, i. e. On the 
Difeafes of Women, By M. Cbantbon de Mon- 
taux , doctor regent of the faculty of phyfic, 
and. member of the Royal Medical Society at 
Paris. 8vo. Paris, 1783. 2 vol. 
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1. IkyfEMOIRE fur la maniere depreparer, 

^ - <jwf /o womw de perte pojfible , It 

fel fufible d’Urine blanc , /wr, 6? I'Acide 
phofphorique parfaitement tranfparent % i. e. £^yi 
on the manner of preparing , the leaft pojfible 

lofsy the fufible fait of urine "white and pure , and. 
tpe phofphoric acid perfectly tranjparent. By the 
Duke de Chaulnes, F.R.S.— In this paper the 
Duke de Chaulnes begins with mentioning the 
authors who have treated on the fame fubjeft. 
Two of the lateft of thefe are Pott and Marg- 
Vol. V. No. III. F f graf. 
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graf, the firft of whom, we are told,* has writ- 
r ten a long and very obfcure diflertation on the 
fufible fait; and the latter an elfay, which, 
in the opinion of our author, is the bell we 
have on the fubjedtbut at the fame time he 
feiharks, ,that it is written very confufedly, 
and that feveral of the fadts related in it are- 
mifreprefented. 

The Duke de. Chaulnes obferves, that al- 
inoll the whole difficulty attending the ex- 
tradlion of this fait, is owing to the great 
quantity of marine fait contained in the urine, 
nvhieh ehryltallizes very eafily, and mixes 
with the fufible fait. To obviate this, he di¬ 
rects the marine fait t.o be chryftallized by 
evaporation, and the fufible fait by cooling. 
In order to purify the latter, we are adyifed to 
walk it firll with foine of the clearelt part of 
the infpiflated liquor, and afterwards with 
Well rectified fpirit of wine. A lecond phryltal* 
lization k required, to render the fufible fait 
perfedlly fine and white; and this, we arc- 
told, mud be conducted with great caution, 
the alkali contained in the fait being, in gene¬ 
ral, fo volatile as to fly off inftantly. The 
fanner of conducing this fecond chryltalliza- 

tion # 
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tion, with the leaft poflible loft, is very fully 
defcribed in the paper itfelf. 

On expofing this fait, in a retort, to a fend 
heat, the volatile alkali foon pafies into the re* 
ceiver, and the acid remains in a concfetft 
ftate. This refiduum, when heated to a Cer¬ 
tain degree, vitrifies; Fufible fait that haS 
been chryftallized only once, yields a whit6 
opaque fubftance like enamel, which exhales a 
ftrong fmell of muriatic acid; By repeated 
fufions it becolncs tranfparent, but when ex* 
pofed to the air, foon deliquefees and refumCl 
its opacity ; this is attributed td the fea fait it 
contains. The refiduum of the fait, puri* 
fied by d fecond chryftallization, and CXpofed 
to an intenfe heat, exhibits* when fufed, th£ 
appearance of a beautiful topaz* but on being 
cooled, becomes perfectly white and tranf¬ 
parent. 

The phofphoric acid Of pure fufible felt, 
mixed with powdered charcoal, or any othefr 
fubftance containing phlogifton, produces phof- 
phorus. 

n. Experiments fot aftertdining the point of 
Mercurial Congelation* By Mr. Thomas Hut¬ 
chins, Governor of Albany Forl y in Hndfon's 
itay.—*Thefe experiments to determine thd 

F f z freeziqg 
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freezing point of quickfilver, were made 
by the direction of the Royal Society, at 
Albany Fort, in Hudfon’s Bay, fituated in 
the latitude of 52 0 14 N. and 82° W. lon¬ 
gitude from Greenwich. 

The inftrunients ufed on this occafion, were 
limple thermometers, except an apparatus 
furnifhed by Mr. Cavendifh, who has de¬ 
scribed it in a fubfequent article, and of 
which an engraving is given in the work. Of 
the former, five were mercurial, and the three 
others Spirit thermometers; one of the mer¬ 
curial thermometers was graduated fo low as 
2300? below o, and the Scale of one of the fpi 
rit thermometers defcended to i6o Q below 
the cypher. After defcribing thefe different 
thermometers, Mr. Hutchins gives us a table 
of observations from November 23, 1781, 

till March 24, 1782, made with a view to 
compare the inftruments with each other, and 
to adjuft, with greater precifion, the rela¬ 
tive degrees on the Scales,' 

Next follow accounts of ten experiments; 
of thefe, the firft five were made to afcertain 
the freezing point of mercury. In all of 
thefe, the apparatus furnifhed by Mr. Caven¬ 
difh, was uniformly at 40? below o, when the 

- mercury 
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mercury was frozen. The fixth and feventh 
experiments were made with a view to afcer- 
tain the greateft degree of contraction mercury 
is capable of. The eight and ninth experi¬ 
ments were made with the fame view as the 
five firfl, but with a different apparatus, which 
allowed Mr. Hutchins to have free accefs to 
the mercury at all times. In the latter of 
thefe experiments, half a pound of mercury ' 
was frozen in a gallipot; and a mercurial 
thermometer, which then flood at 34 0 , being 
put into the part of the quickfilver in the 
gallipot which was juft thawed, fubfided di- 
redtly to 40 0 , and became flationary. The 
frozen lump, beaten with a hammer, yielded 
a dead found and flattened, but foon crumbled 
to pieces. The tenth, and lafl experiment, 
was made on the afith of January, 1782, and 
is the moft interefling, as it exhibits the cu¬ 
rious phenomenon of quickfilver, frozen by 
the natural cold. It deferves to be mentioned, 
that Dr. Black, of Edinburgh, (without know¬ 
ing what had been done by Mr. Cavendifh) 
fuggefled to Mr. Hutchins nearly ther fame 
method as that recommended by Mr. Caven¬ 
difh, for determining the degree of cold at 
which mercury freezes. 


in. Obfer - 
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in. Obfervations tn Mr. Hutchins's expert*-* 
merits for determining the degree of cold at which 
quickftlver freezes. By Henry Caventlilh, Efq. 
F.R. S.— The defign of this paper is to ex¬ 
plain fome - particular's of the apparatus fent 
by the author to Mr. Hutchins; and alfo to 
endeavour to fhew the caufe of fome pheno¬ 
mena which occurred in his experiments; and 
to point out the confequences to be drawn from 
them. The apparatus in queftion, confided 
of a final 1 mercurial thermometer, the bulb of 
which reached about 2r inches below the lcale, 

and was inclofed in a glafs cylinder, fwelled at 

\ 

bottom into a ball, which, when ufed, was 
filled with quickfilver, fo that the bulb of thtf 
thermometer was intirely fufrouhded by it^ 
The exadt defcrlption Mr. Cavendifh gives of 
this apparatus, and of the different thermome¬ 
ters employed at Hudfon’s Bay, throw much 
light on Mr. Hutchins’s experiments. The 
difagreement which was obferved in thefe ther¬ 
mometers, was, in Mr. Cavendifli’s opihion,. 
owing folely to a faulty manner of adjuding 
the boiling point, and to not allowing for the 
temperature of the air In fettling the degree of 
freezing; and as thefe points were examined 
after they came back, he thinks the experi- 
, ments 
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' ments made with them are juft as much to be 
depended on as if they had been truly adjufted 
at firft. 

Before his entering into the examination of 
Mr. Hutchins’s experiments, Mr. Cavendifh 
has,thought it proper to take notice of a phe-* 
nomenon which occurs in the freezing of wa¬ 
ter, and which Ihews, that water is capable of 
being cooled confiderably below the freezing 
point, without any congelation taking place; 
and that, as foon as by any means a fmall part 
of it is made to freeze, the ice fpieads rapidly 
through the remainder of the water. Thfr 
caufe of the rife of the thermometer, when 
the water begins to freeze, is the circumftance 
firft noticed by Dr. Black and Dr. Irvine, that 
all, or almoft all bodies, by changing from a. 
fluid to a folid ftate, or from the ftate of a& 
elaftic to that of an inelaftic fluid, generate 
heat, or evolve latent heat, as Dr. Black ex- 
preffes it; and that cold is produced by the 
contrary procefs. What occurs in the freez¬ 
ing of water, is now known to take place in 
that of quickfilver, and it occafioned many 1 
remarkable appearances in Mr. Hutchins’s ex¬ 
periments. From a review ofthefe experi¬ 
ments, Mr. Cavendilh obferves, that they all, 

agree 
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agree in fhetfing that the true point at which 
quickfilver freezes is 38°*, or in whole num¬ 
bers 39S below nothing, it having appeared 
from the examination of Mr. Hutchins’s ftan- 
dard thermometer, after it came home, that 
40° thereon, anfwers to 38! on a thermome¬ 
ter adjufted in the manner recommended by 
the Committee of the Royal Society. 

After having afcertained the point of mer¬ 
curial congelation, Mr. Cavendilh offers fome 
remarks on the contraction of quickfilver in 
freezing. The very low degrees, he remarks, 
to which the thermometers were made to fink 
in the experiments in queftion, were owing 
to this contraction, and not to the cold hav¬ 
ing been in any degree equal to that fhewn 
by the thermometer. In one of Mr. Hut¬ 
chins’s experiments, the thermometer funk to 
45 o q , and in another to 448°, though it ap¬ 
peared by the fpirit thermometers, that in the 
firft of thefe inftances the cold of the mixture 
was not more than 5° or 6 Q , and in the latter 
only 2of below the point of freezing quick¬ 
filver. From thefe, and fome other fimilar 
faCts, Mr. Cavendifh imagines that the con¬ 
traction which quickfilver fuffers in freezing, 
is fometimes not much lefs than its expaufion 

4 •' b y 
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by 500° or 5 io° of heat, that is almoft ti of 
its whole bulk. 

Mr. Cavendifh concludes this elaborate in¬ 
quiry with fome obfervations on the cold of 
freezing mixtures, .and here we learn, that 
by a very ingenious contrivance of diluting 
fpirit of nitre with fnow, he has, in this 
country, when the temperature of the air was 
between 20° and 25 0 , been able to produce 
as great a degree of cold within i°, as was 
produced in any of the experiments at Hud- 

fon’s Bay. 

*■ 

iv. Hiftory of the Congelation of Quickfilver, 
By Charles Blagden, M.D. F. R. S. Bhyjician to 
the Army .—The experiments at Hudfon’s Bay 
have determined a point upon which philolo- 
phers not only were much divided in their 
opinion, but alfo entertained, in general, very 
erroneous fentiments ; and in the general pro- 
grefs of fcience, it is always ufeful at inter¬ 
vals, and efpecially when any confiderable ad¬ 
vance has been made, to look round- and 
contemplate the profpedt left behind. Thus 
our adtual fituation is more diftindtly compre¬ 
hended, and a better judgement may be formed 
of what remains to be done. Thefe con- 
fiderations have induced Dr. Blagden to com- 
Vol. V. No. III. G g municate 
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municate this account of the different obferva- 
tions and experiments he has been able to 
collect relative to the congelation of quick- 
filver. Many of thefe are recorded in books 
not eafily procured, and in languages little 
underftood by the learned of this country; 
but'thefe are not the ohly circumftances that 
Will recommend the paper now before US to 
the notice of philofophical readers, the value 
of the materials of which it is cornpofed be¬ 
ing greatly enhanced by the judicious man¬ 
ner in which they are arranged, and by the 
great number of interefting remarks with 
Which the work is interfperfed. 

In an introduction to his work, Dr. Blag- 
den obferVes, that although “ many obvious 
** circumftances rendered it improbable, that 
<r the term of mercurial congelation Ihould be 
“ five or fix hundred degrees below o of Fahren- 
“ heit’s fcale, as had been at firft fuppofed; 
“ yet fcarcely any one ventured to imagine 
<c that it was fhort of iooV* Mr. Hut¬ 
chins, however, continues our author, “ has 
“ clearly proved, that even this number is fat 
“ beyond the trUth; and that quickfilver 

s. 

“ freezes in a degree of cold not exceeding 
“ that which fometimes occurs in the northern 
, farts 
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<l parts of Europe, and frequently in the more 
“ rigorous climates of Alia and America. It 
now appears that quickfilver, fo far from 
<c containing any effential principle of fluidity, 
“ does not differ from fome of the other 
“ metals, in its melting point, nearly fo much 
“ as they differ among themfelves; and as it 
<{ is malleable in its folid Hate, and after its 
“ calcination recovers its metallic form by 
<e heat alone, without the addition of inflam- 
0 “ mable matter, there can be no doubt but 
it muft be ranked among the ^perfedt 
i( metals.’ 1 

The work itfelf is divided into two parts. 
In the firft, the author defcribes the various at¬ 
tempts which have been made to render quick¬ 
filver folid by frigorific mixtures, beginning 
with Profelfor Braun’s experiment in 1759, 
which he confiders as the firft that eftablifhed 
the fadt that mercury can be made folid by a 
diminution of its heat. In the fecond part. 
Dr. Blagden enumerates the many, inftances in 
which that effedt has been produced by natu¬ 
ral cold. In a few of thefe inftances, he ob- 
ferves, “ the effedt was fo palpable and ob- 
“ vious, as to ftrike with immediate convic- 
“ tion; but in moft it has never been even 

G g 2 (i fuf- 



fr fufpeCted, till the prefent time; the ftrange 
<c appearances which often occurred, being 
“ imputed to any other rather than the real 
caufe, though they are now found to carry 
“ with them a force of internal evidence 
,f which eftablilhes the truth beyond all 
t( doubt.” Many of the contradictory appear¬ 
ances which had perplexed former obfervers, 
now become explicable by the determination 
of the point at which mercury congeals, by 
its adhefion to other bodies on becoming fo- 
lid, by its contraction in confequence of its 
being congealed, and by the degree of cold it 
is capable of receiving beyond its freezing 
point before it actually congeals. In the courfe 
of the inquiry, Dr. Blagden has not omitted 
to avail himfelf of the doCtrine of latent heat, 
in accounting for feveral phenomena which 
would otherwife be inexplicable. 

Among the inftruments lent to Hudfon’s 
Bay, were two fpirit thermometers. Thefe 
were fent at the requelt of our author, and 
his intention in recommending them, it feems, 
was to difcover what degree of cold the freez¬ 
ing mixture produced; and to obtain a more 
cxaCt comparifon of the re!alive contractions 
of mercury and alcohol, by making their 

fimul- 
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ffqiultaneous defcents on a more extended 
fcale, or as long as both of them fhould con¬ 
tinue to contract regularly. He does not 
think it proper, in the prefent inquiry, to en¬ 
ter into any detail of the obfervations that 
were made to fettle the relative contractions 
of quickfilver and fpirits by means of thefe 
inftruments, but contents himfelf with men¬ 
tioning, that on one of them, the 29th degree 
below o, and on the other the 30th, were 
found to correfpond with 40° of the finall 
mercurial thermometers, or more precifely 
with the point that would have been 39 0 upon 
an exadt ftandard inftrument. By thefe in¬ 
struments, the author obferves, it is now de¬ 
termined, that the greatefl: effedt of a mixture 
of fnow and fmoaking acid of nitre, even 
with the advantage of fuch natural cold as 
congealed the quickfilver expofed to it, was 
only to diminifh the heat to fuch a degree as 
would correfpond with 45 0 or 46° of a flan- 
dard mercurial thermometer ; and as this was 
likewife the greatefl: degree of cold indicated 
during the mofl: intenfe natural cold of Hud- 
fon’s Bay, according to the obfervations made 
by Mr. Hutchins, during a feries of years, 
pyr author thinks we are perhaps authorifed 

to 
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to conclude, that 46 degrees below o, is the 
extreme both of natural and artificial cold* * : 

Although the preference due to fpirit ther¬ 
mometers, in experiments where degrees of 
cold below the freezing point of mercury are 
to be determined, is clearly eftablifhed by Mr. 
Hutchins’s obfervations; yet our author very 
judicioufly obferves, that from the boiling 
point to 39 0 or 40° below o, the ufe of 
quickfilver for thermometers muft be con- 
(idered as unexceptionable, all fufpicion of its 
irregular contraction within thofe bounds be¬ 
ing removed, by fuch a complete explanation 
of the caufc upon which its anomalous de- 
fcent in the lower part of the fcale depends. 
On this principle there might, he thinks, be 
fome propriety in conftrudting thermometers. 
of mercury, to fix the cypher at its point of 
congelation, and thence reckon the degrees of 
' heat upwards. < 

v. Experiments relating to Pblogijlon , and the 
feeming Converfton of fVater into Air . By Jofeph 
Prieftley, L.L.D. F f R.S. —There are few 
fubjeCts that have otcafioned more perplexity 
to chymifts than that of phlogifton. It 
was the' great difcovery of Stahl, that this 
principle is transferable from one fubftance 

. to 
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to another, how different foever in their 
other properties, and therefore is the fame 
thing in them all. But an idea that this 
principle could not be exhibited in a fepa* 
rate form, has given an air of myftery to the 
fubjeft. Of late, M. Lavoifier and others 
have contended, that the whole do&rine 
of phlogifton has been founded on miftake, 
and that in all cafes in which it was thought 
that bodies parted with phlogifton, they, in- 
ftead of lofing, acquired fomething, and, in 
general, an addition of fome kind of air. 
The experiments on mercury by M. Lavoifier 
were fo favourable to this opinion, that our au- 
thor acknowledges he was himfelf much in¬ 
clined to adopt it. His friend, Mr. Kirwan, 
indeed, always held that phlogifton was the 
fame thing with inflammable air, and he has 
fufficiently proved this, we are told, from 
many experiments and obfervations made by 
our author and others. Dr. Prieftley did not, 
however, accede to it, he informs us, till he 
difcovered it by diredt experiments, made 
With general and indeterminate views, in or¬ 
der to afcertain fomething concerning a fub- 
jeft which had given himfelf and others fo 
much trouble. 
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He began with repeating fome experiments 
in which he had found that inflammable air 
made red hot in flint-glafs tubes, gave them 
* a black tinge, and was in a great meafure ab- 
forbed, which he found to be owing to the calx 
of lead in the glafs attracting phlogifton from 
the inflammable air. After this, he threvy the 
focus of a burning lens upon a quantity of 
minium in a large receiver filled with inflam¬ 
mable air, confined by water, and the refult 
was, that the metal became firft black, and 
then run in the form of perfect lead, the air, 
at the fame time, diminifliing at a great rate. 
He afterwards expelled from a quantity of 
minium all the phlogifton, by giving it a red 
heat when mixed with fpirit of nitre, and im¬ 
mediately ufing it as in the preceding experi¬ 
ment, he reduced 101 ounce meafures of in¬ 
flammable air to two. Thefe experiments 
convinced him, that the inflammable air went 
totally, and without decompolition, into the 
lead. He now tried all the other kinds of air in 
the fame manner, but in none of them did he 
procure any thing from the minium befides glafs 
of lead, except in alkaline air, and vitriolic acid 
air. In the latter of thefe only a fmall quan¬ 
tity of lead was procured ; but in alkaline air, ' 

we 
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The, abforptioa, in toto, of inflammable air, 
without decompofition, by the different calcet 
in thefe experiments. Dr. Prieftley confiders as 
a proof that phlogiflon is the fame thing with 
this air, and that it is contained in a com¬ 
bined ftate in metals, juft as fixed air is con* 
tamed in calcareous fubftances. 

•: Befides the formation of metals from their 
calces, our author has had other proofs of inflam¬ 
mable air containing phlogifton ; having, by 
means of it, been able to make phofphorus, 
nitrous air, liver of fulphur, and fulphur itfelf. 
Thus, by throwing the focus of the lens on a - 
quantity of that glaffy matter, which is mad* 
from. calcined bones by oil of vitriol in inflamma¬ 
ble air, phofphorus was formed ; but this expe¬ 
riment, as we learn, fucceeded much better, 
when alkaline air was employed inftead of in¬ 
flammable air. 

Dodtor Prieftley produces nitrous air, by 
\miting its two conftituent principles, nitrous 
Vapour, and. inflammable air. The experiment*. 
Which he defcribes as the moft unexception¬ 
able for this purpofe, confifted in expofing 
' i 7* T ' , what 
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what he calls a nitrated talx of lead (formed 
by uniting nitrous vapour with minium), in a 
receiver filled with inflammable air* to the 
focus of the lens. In this procefs there was a 
diminution of twto-thirds of the inflammable 
air, and lead was revived from the calx; what 
remained of the air was ftrongly nitrous, and 
this, our author fuppofes, muft have been 
formed by the nitrous vapour contained in the 

. i * 

calx, and the inflammable air in the receiver* 

r 

—He procured liver of fulphur, by throwing 
the focus of the lens upon Vitriolated tartar in 
inflammable air; and to produce fulphur, he 
threw the focus of the lens on oil of vitriol, 
contained in a hollow earthen veflel, and eva- 
porated it to drynefs in a receiver, filled with 
inflammable air, in confequence of which the 
infide of the receiver acquired a whitifli incru* 
ftation, which proved to be fulphur. 

Charcoal has generally been fuppofed to be 
indeftru&ible, except by a red heat in contact 
with air, but our author finds that it is perfectly 
deflru&ible in vacuo, and by the heat of a burn¬ 
ing lens, almoft wholly convertible into in¬ 
flammable air; fo that nothing remains befides 
a-fmall quantity of white allies, fo fmall indeed, 
that the quantity produced from many pounds 
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of wood cannot be fuppofed to weigh a grain. 
Dr. Prieftley Ihews, that the great weight of 
alhes produced by burning wood in the open 
air, arifes from what is attracted by, them from 
the air. When the charcoal is perfectly well 
made, the air, which he gets in this manner* 
is wholly , inflammable air, without any fixed 
air in it. He adds, that wood or charcoal is 
even refolvable into inflammable air, in a good 
earthen retort, and a fire that would about melt 
iron. 

The learned author next mentions fome 
experiments, which prove the generation of 
fixed air from dephlogifticated and inflam¬ 
mable air9, and confirm the Opinion of Mr. 
Kirwan, that fixed air is a factitious fubftance 
compofed of dephlogifticated air and phlo- 
gifton. From fome of thefe experiments it 
appeared that three ounce meafures of dephlo¬ 
gifticated air go into the compofition of two 
ounce meafures of fixed air. _ 

The experiments relating to phlogifton are 
followed by others, concerning the feeming 
converfion of water into air. This feeming 
converfion took place, when water mixed with 
calcareous earth, was expofed in an earthen 
retort to a red heat. In. this procefs nothing 

came 
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came over in the form of fleam, but there 
was a great quantity of air, feveral hundred 
times more than the bulk of the water, and 
which, when the fixed air that was in it was 
extradfed from it, was fuch as a candle would 
juft burn in. Our author was much difcon- 
certed on finding, that when the experiment 
was made in a coated glafs retort, the water 
came over in the form of fleam, and little or 
no air was produced. His {peculations on the 
fubjedt were various, but at that time altoge¬ 
ther ineffedtual. 

Being fatisfied, that the produdtion of air 
depended very much upon the retort itfelf, 
he ufed it only with water, without any lime 
or earthy fubftance. In all his trials in this 
way, however, he obferved, that very little of 
this air was procured, till all the water that 
could be poured out of the retort was evapo¬ 
rated, for the difference in the produce was 
very little, whether he expofed the retort to 
the fire quite full, or with only an ounce mea~ 
fure of water in if. 

The limits of our journal will not allow us 
to enter into an account of all the experiments 
which the learned author made to fatisfy his 
own doubts, or to obviate the objedtions of his 

friends 
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friends on the fubjed; we fhall, therefore, pro- 
eeed to that part of his paper where the myf- 
tery is explained.—Having obferved, that the 
purity of the air which he procured, depended 
upon the ftate of that which was contiguous to 
the retort, and that fome communication with 
the atmofphere was necelfary to the production 
of any air; he was defirous of ascertaining 
what the influence of the external air in this cafe 
really was. For this purpofe, he inclofed an 
earthen retort filled with moiftened clay in a 
large glafs receiver open at both ends, through, 
the upper orifice of which he thrufl: the neck 
of the retort, luting it fo as to be perfectly air 
tight; and placing the receiver in a bafon of 
water, by which the air within was cut off 
from all communication with the' external.air ;• 
he fitted to the mouth of the retort a glafx 
tube, through which he could receive whatever 
was produced in the procefs. In this fituation,. 
he heated the retort, by means of Mr. Parker** 
excellent burning lens (the fame that had been, 
ufed in the former experiments on phlogifton)- 
and found that air was received, through the 
tube communicating with the infide of the 
retort, as ulual; but, at the fame time, thr 
water rofe within the receiver. This effeCt 
4 might 
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water is drawn through it in the contrary di¬ 
rection. 

Among the other papers in this volume are 
Jome experiments upon the ocbra friabilis nigra 
fufca of Da Cojla, Hift. Fojf. p. 102 •, and called by 
the miners of Derbyjhire, black wadd, by Jofiah 
Wedge wood, F. R. S. - 3 and a defcription of an im¬ 
proved air pump, by Mr . Tiberius Cavallo, 
F.R.S. 


% 

II. Memoirs of the Royal Medical Society at Paris t 
vol. III. (continued from page 128.) 

Ti/JED ICAL Chemijlry t. Remarks on the 
+ ^ magnefia of Epfom fait . By M. Macquer.- 
—Although the procefs for making magnefia is 
not unknown, yet it has hitherto, we are told, 
been but little pradtifed in France, fo that 
almoft all the magnefia ufed there has been im¬ 
ported from England. The prefent paper is 
intended by its author, to make its ufes and the 
manner of preparing it, more known to his 
countrymen. In the courfe of the paper, he 
takes occafion to correct a miftake in the new 
edition of his chemical dictionary, where he 
directs magnefia to be only fightly wafhed. 

When 
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v tlcrnen were requefted by the fociety to exa-* 
mine two fpecies of bark fent to them from 
Madrid. The reader will fee the refult of 
their obfervations mentioned in' our fourth 
volume, page 308/ 

Medical philofophy.—Inquiries and experiments y 
relative to the organ of bearing and the propagation 
of founds, by M. Perolle.—This paper has 
lately been publifhed in a feparate form, under 
the title of Dijfertation Anatomico-acouftique. 
(See vol. 4, p. 218.) 

' Supplement to the hijlorical part of vol. II. for 
1777 and 1778. — 1. On the Cejarean operation • 
M. Chabrol, furgeon at Mezieres, has com¬ 
municated fome obfervations on the operation 
he performed there, and of which an account 
was communicated to the fociety by M. Hen- 
nequin (fee vol. 4, p. 23 9.) Previous to the 
operation the parts of generation, we are told, 
were much irritated and fwelled, The firft 
mcifion, though of confiderable length, was 
not fufficienft. ’ Two lateral incifions were made- 
into the uterus. The omentum which pro¬ 
truded at the wound, was reduced, and three flat 
ligatures were paffed through the integuments,, 
to bring the lips of the wound together. 
During the cure, portions of inteftine and 

i j. omentum 
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omentum appeared at the upper part of the 
wound, but were reduced. — 2. Supplement 
to M. Van Woenfel’j obfervations on the 
'virtues of mujcus pyxioides in the chin cough ' 
(fee vol. IV. p. 362). — We have here an 
account of the manner of adminiftering this 
remedy. Three drachms of it are dire< 3 ted to 
be boiled in a pint of water, till it is reduced to 
ten ounces. This quantity divided into four, 
fix, or more dofes, and fweetened with fugar, 
is to be taken every day. 

Having finifhed our account of the firft or 
biftorical part of the volume, we £ome now to 
the fecond part, or memoirs. Under this head 
we meet with the following papers. 

1 . Conjlitution of the year 1779 , at P ar *s. By 
M- Geoffroy.—2. Sequel of the conjlitution of the 
year 1 779 , with obfervations on the epidemic cough 
at the end of the year 1779 and beginning of 1780 . 
By the fame.—3. On the epidemic difeafe of Rou - 
vray St. Denis. By Abbe Teffier.— 4. Hijlorical 
account of the epidemic dyfentery 3 which prevailed 
during the autumn of 1779 mo ft of the provinces 
of France. By M. Caille,:—This epidemic, of 
which we have here a good account, and which, 

411 confequence of negledt and mifmanagement 
feenrs to have been extremely fatal in the be- 
Ji 2 ' ' ginning, 
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ginning, ^ras analogous to the dysentery that' 
prevailed at Nimeguen in 1736 and has been 
fo well defcribed by Degner. — 5. Account 
cf an epidemic difeafe, which prevailed during the 
winter of the year 1779, at hois le Roy near Anel 
in Normandy , communicated by M. Galeron ,phyji- 
cian at Jury la Bataille. —6. On the difeajes which 
prevailed at Dinan in Britanny , among the Englifi 
prifoners. By Mejfrs . Jeanroy and Lalouette.— 
The diforder here defcribed was a jail fever, 
# which proved extremely fatal. The number 
of lick, at one time, amounted to eight hun¬ 
dred. and one in fifteen of thofe who were at- 

J V. k 

tacked with it died.—7. Medical topography of 
Montmrenci and its environs, by Father Cotte.-— 
We have here a very accurate account of the 
fituation of Montmorenci;—its latitude and lon¬ 
gitude;— its elevation above the Seine at Paris, 
and above the ocean;—itsmineralogicaihiftory; 
—its well water, fpring water,-and fulphureous 
mineral waterdifeafes that have prevailed 
/there during the laft eleven yearsftate of 
jts population, from which we learn, that the 
proportion of deaths annually, is one in thirty- 
four ; that the total number of inhabitants is 
1580, and of families 270; that-on an. average, 

five children are produced by each marriage; 

„ 1 that 
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that the proportion of widows to widowers, is 
as feven to four; that of unmarried women 
to unmarried men, as fix to four ; and that xif 
hoys to girls, under fourteen years of age, as 
ten to nine : that the girths of boys and girls, 
are in the proportion of thirteen of the former 
to twelve of the latter ; that in the burials, the 
proportion of men to women, is as nine to ten ^ 
and that of boys to girls, as fifteen to twelve: 
fo that more females than males die among 
adults, and more'males than females among 
children. 

7 • 

£ To be continued. 3 


III. Reiiquia Houjiduniana: feu k Plantarum itt 
America meridionali a Gulielmo Houftoun, 
M. D. R. S. S. colleRarum leones manu 
f propria are^ineifa ; cum deferiptionibus e fchedis 
tjufdem in bibliotheca Jofephi Banks, Baronets , 
R. S. P. ajervatis. 4to Londini. 

D R. Houftoun, an ingenious Scotch phy.fi- 
cian, who was employed by the truftees of 
the province of Georgia to colle& the moil 
ufcful plants.of the Weft Indies for that colony, 

engraved 



I 


C 2 5 + J 

engraved many of the plants he colle&ed, with 
his own hand, and defcribed them according to 
Tournefort’s. method. : • , r 

After his-death, which happened at Jamaica 
in 1733J his plants, drawings, and engravings 
came into the poffeflion of the late Mr. Philip 
Miller. Linnaeus, during his flay in England, 
fawjthis collection.; .-and jt fepms likely that 
Mr. Clifford received Pome, of the plants, as 
feveral of them are defcribed by Linnaeus in his 
flortus Ctiffortiflrms. After Mr. Miller’s death, 
the whole of his collection, including that of 
Dr. Houftoun, was purchafed by Sir Jofeph 
Banks, Bart, the learned Prefident of the Royal 
Society, a gentleman to whom every branch of 
fcience, but particularly Natural Hiftory, is 
eminently indebted-; and to him the thanks of 
the .botanic, reader,, are due for the present 
work, which has been printed at his ejcpence, 
and liberally diftributed to learned, fpcjeties, 
public libraries, and botanifts in. different parts 
of Europe. - ’ ' 

The work confifts of the whole of Dr. Hou- 
ftoun’s engravings, which are 26 hi nilmber. 
The deferiptions are copied from his MSi -and 
to - the’ name of Houftoun are in <general 
added thofe of Linnaeus or Miller. As;no ca- 
* I . pic? 
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pics of die work are fold, we {Kail: here men¬ 
tion tha names of the plants it contains ; viz, 
I. Jufticia — JuJHcia Jcorpioides Linn. — 2. 
Kempfera — Verbena curajfavica Linn. — 3. 
Buddleja — Buddlea Americana Linn. — 4* 
Randia —* Randia mitis Linn. — 5. Ammania 
— * Ammannia latifolia Linn. — 6. not named 
by Houftoun — Cordia Gerafchanthus Linn. — 
7. Gronovia — Groncvia fcandens Linn. — 8. 
Michclia. — 9. Ricardia — Richardia Jcabra 
Linn. — 10. Martynia — Martynia annua Linn. 
— 11. Petrea— Petrea volubilis Linn. — 12. 
Lippia — Lippi a Americana Linn.— 13. Dou- 
glaflia— Volkameria aculeata Linn. — 14/Gua- 
zuma — Theobroma Gua%uma Linn.— 15. Juf- 
fievia — Jatropha herbacea Linn. — 16. Aloe 
Americana, arboribus innafcens; foliis latis, 
membranaceis, ad margines fpinofis. — 17. 
Caflia Americana tetraphylla — T Cajfia frulicofa 
Mill. Didt.— 18. After Americanus, foliis pin- 
natis et ferratis, floribus aurantiis — After au - 
rantius Linn. — 19. After Satnrejte foliis, con- 
jwgatis et pilofis, flore luteo — Inula Jature- 
jaoides Mill. Didt. '— 20 . Chryfanthemum 
Americanum, humile; Origani folio, flore 
luteo. — 21. Caltha Americana, foliis lancinia- 
tis, fiord luteo — Melampodium Americanum 
.) •• Linn. 

% ' s * 
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Linn. — 2-2. Ricinoides folio fubrotundo, fer- 
rato; fru&u parvo, conglomerato — Croton 
gfandulofum Linn.— 23. Mimofa non fpinofa, 
paluftris, et herbacea, procumbens; flore lu- 
teo pleno — Mimoja plena Linn. — 24. Mi¬ 
mofa fruticofa, fpinofa ; filiquis latis, hirfutis 
et articulatis — Mimoja afperata Linn. — 25* 
Mimofa herbacea, procumbens et fpinofa; 
cauie quadrangulo, filiquis quadrivalvibus — 
Mimofa quadrivalvis Linn. — The twenty-fixth 
plate, which elofes the work, exhibits afpecies 
of mimofa, of which no defcription is to be 
found amongft Dr. Houftoun’s papers. 


IV. Supplementum Plantarum Syjiematis Vegeta - 
bilium editionis decima terti<e , Generum Plan¬ 
tarum editionis fextoe, et Specierum Plantarum 
editionis fecund<e> editum a Carolo a Linne, 
Med. Do 51 . Med. et Bo tan. Prof. XJpJal. Hart. 
Botan. Pr<ef. 8vo. Brunfvigse, 1781. p. 467. 

I N a well-written preface to this work the 
editor informs us, that it was begun by his 
father, who defcribed and arranged the plants 
he received a little before his death from Suri¬ 
nam and Africa. To t)iefe the editor has been 

enabled 
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enabled to make confiderable additions by the 
kindnefs of his botanical friends. 

In claffification our author has made one. 
change, by excluding the clafs Polygamia . 
His reafons for this we lhall give in his own 

• 4 * 

words. Progreflu temporis experientia do- 
“ cuit illam claffem potius damnum quam uti- 
“ litatem attulifie methodo. Laceratio Gene-- 

«• ■ y • •* 

“ rum Naturalium inde orta, variatio, qifam 
t( cultura interdum in fexu efficit, et in primis. 
“ difficultates, quando ex his herr^aphroditus. 
“ five abortiens flos fe unice offert, fatis fu- 
“ perque neceflitatem hujus mutationis mihi 
“ probarunt. Vix tamen aufus ftiilfem pro-. 
“ pris confidere experientis, atque ilia unice 
“ nifus hanc inftituere reformationem, nifi il- 
f( lud ipfum, quod attuli, a celeberrimis Bo- 
“ tanicis, (in primis qui fequiore state pere- 
“ grinati funt) fueri^ obferyatum, quorum coiv 
“ filio uti in hoc pundto mihi gratum fuit. 
“ Omnia itaque nova genera in reliquis collo- 
“ cavi claflibus, fed antiquorum generum fpe- 
“ cies fuis collocatas locis volui ad evitandara 
“ majorem confufionem.” 

He profefles to have been fparing in forming 
new genera. « Genera annifus fum,” fays he, 
“ quantum fieri potuit, pauca formare nova; 
Vol. V. N° III.- Kk. “fed 
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u fed quae herbae potuerunt transferri ad afi* 
“ quod genus jam antea cognittttn fine damno 
(C charadfceris eflfentialis> illuc quoque eafdem 
u affignavi, quantumvis fingularem naftus ef- 
* c fem charadterem in iifdefn dignofcendis i n 
and a little farther on he adds, “ Satis fu- 
“ perque expertus fum, quod multa genera 
<f inutiKter feientiam extendant, affines fepa- 
“ rent, multiplicent difficultates in iifdem in- 
u ternofeendis, et impedire plerumque foleant 

r i » 4 

“ perfpicuitatem in charadtere elfentiali, quo 

evenit, ut genera fenfim per nova inventa 

M ingrediantur fe irrvi'cem, nec facile difeerni 

<c poffint, Debet Botanicus in novo genere 

M formando ante omnia exquirere ejus affinita- 
_ • 1 
K tern, ac ftudiofe, quantum fieri poteft, farta 

tedtaque habere genera naturalia, feque hoc 

in cafu fubjicere Naturae legibus. v 

The preface is followed by a defeription of 

ninety-three genera, which are either new, or 

fuch as have been imperfedtfy deferibed before ; 

after which the editor proceeds to the different 

fpecics. Among thefe, the number of which 

amounts to 1403? we obferve the Myroxylon 

Ptruiferum , the tree which fur nifties the balfam 

of Peru ; — Sifnaruba , the bark of the 

it>ot of which is the Simaruba bark of the 

• tt - ' *r 

- - - fhops ; 
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(hops ; — PJycbotria Emetica , the root of which 
our author fuppofes to be the true Ipecauanha; 
— Ignatia Amur a, the plant which bears the 
Faba SanSi Ignatii; — Myriftica Officinalis 
(nutmeg tree) ; — Pterecarpus Santalinus , the 
tree which yields the true red fenders (Santa- 
Jam rubrum), and aH'o a juice refcmbling dr ar¬ 
gon’s blood ; — Hypericum bacciferum , from the 
juice of which is prepared the Gummi Quit a 
Americana; — Jatropba Elajlica^ the tree which 
yields elaftic gum ; — Mimoja Catechu y the plant 
from which Terra Japonica is extracted, (See 
Med. ObJ. & lnq. Vol. V.) ; — Diofpyros Ebe~ 
num, the tree which furnifhes black ebony. — 
Several plants, of which defcriptions have been 
publiihed by eminent botanic writers, are in¬ 
tentionally omitted by the editor, as he pro- 
feffes to defcribe only fuch as he himfelf has 
feen. < ■ • - 

We obferve that the names of many plants 
$ire changed ; and that fome plants, formerly 
fuppofed to be different, and arranged under 
different genera or fpecies, are now united into 
one fpecies. Thus the CaJJine capcnjis> ramulis 
tetragoniSy foliis peticlatis ovato oblongis y retufis 
crenatis r is the feme plant as the CaJJine Capenfis 
and CaJJine Barbara of the Syjlem. Veg. cd. 13, 

Kk 2 p. 243 ; 
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p. 243. A few fpecies are divided into feveral. 
Thus a variety of Othonna bulbofa (Spec. Plant, 
ed. 2, p. 1309) is made a new fpecies, and 
called Othonna pinnata , foliis pinnatifidis ; pinnis 
lanceolatis integerrimis decurrentibus . 

The perufal of this work has excited in us 
frelh regret for the author’s death, as we learn 
from it that he had formed a defign of publilh- 
ing a new edition of his father’s Genera Planta- 
rum and Syfiema Vegetabilium; an undertaking 
for which he feems to have been ably qualified. 


V. A Treat ife on the Synochus Atrabiliofa , a con¬ 
tagious fever , which raged at Senegal in the 
year 1778, and proved fatal to the greatejl part - 
of 4 he Europeans , and to a number of the na¬ 
tives : To which is prefixed , a Journal of the 
weather during the prevalence of that difeafe, 
with remarks on the country , formerly read at 
the Royal Society ; and annexed to it, a fhort re¬ 
flexion on the Gum trade of Senegal , and the 
importance of the place on that account \ conclu¬ 
ding with an argument concerning the bad con- 
• fequences which mufi attend the prefent mode of 
fending ConviXs to Africa for foldiers. By J. 

P. Schotte, 
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' P. Schotte, M. D. 8vo. Murray, London , 
1782. 169 pages. 

T H E contagious fever, which is the prin¬ 
cipal fubjedt of this work, and which 
proved fo fatal to the garrifon and inhabitants 
of Senegal, made its appearance in the begin¬ 
ning of Auguft, 1778, and raged till about 
the middle of September. The rains in that 
year fet in .early, and were fo frequent and 
heavy, that the ifland became partly overflowed. 
To this circumftance Dr. Schotte aferibes the 
origin of the fever in queftion, as it has been 
obferved to occur only in thofe years when the 
rains are extraordinarily frequent, and of' long 
continuance. — The Europeans, we are told, 
fuffered much more by it, in proportion, than 
the mulattoes ; and thefe laid; much more than 
the blacks. Of ninety-two white people who 
were on the ifland when it broke out, thirty- 
three only were left, when the French inverted 
the place in January, 1779, and feveral of thofe 
laboured under a lingering dyfentery, in which 
the fever had terminated. Of thofe who died^ 
the greater number were carried off on the 4th 
or 5th day ; but a few died fuddenly on the 3d, 
?nd fomc others lived till the 6th or 7th. They 

who 
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who furvited the 7th day, either recovered, or 
fell into lingering fluxes, attended with obftruc- 
tions in the liver, which fometimes terminated 
in fuppuration; and of which death was fooner 
or later the confequence. 

The fymptoms of this fever are accurately 
defcribed by our author, and are in general 
fimilar to thofe which have been ufually ob- 
ferved in the malignant fevers of moift fitua- 
tions in hot climates : thefe fymptoms, in the 
greater number of cafes, were, from the very 
beginning, charadteriftic of great debility ; but 
it feems that in fome patients there were figns 
of inflammatory diathefis, attended with a hard 
pulle. In feveral of thefe the difeafe was pre¬ 
ceded or accompanied by a very painful oph¬ 
thalmia ; and it is remarkable that all thole 
who were afflicted with fuch an inflammation, 
died. A continual bilious vomiting ufually 
prevailed through the whole courfe of the dif¬ 
eafe ; and in the advanced flage of it, moll pa¬ 
tients oomplained of a burning heat about the 
pit of the ftomach, attended with an unquench* 
able thirfl. The bile vomited up was, at flrft, 
yellow and liquid; but, as the difeaie advan¬ 
ced, became green, brown, and, at laft, black, 
and was coagulated ip, flnall lumps, which 

floated 



floated in a limpid matter not unlike faliva* 
The fame kinds of limpid matter and coagu¬ 
lated lymps of black bile were likewife eva¬ 
cuated by ftool. In thofe who furvived the 3d 
or 4th day, the fkin was filled with petechia?. 
Towards the clofe of the difeafe, many 'pa¬ 
tients became comatofe ; the ftools came away 
imperceptibly ; the tongue was fhrunk up, dry 
and black ; and they were troubled with an al- 
moft uninterrupted hiccough. The delirium, 
we are told, was generally rather mild than 
violent; and fome who were feized with a pain 
in their throat, and a difficulty of fwallowing, 
died fuddenly. 

Dr. Schotte confiders the definition of Syno- 
chus, given by Dr. Cullen in his Synopjis Nofo'l. 
Meth. as the molt applicable to the fever he has 
defcribed; and as it is cuftomary to annex fome 
epithet to the generic name of a difeafe, in or¬ 
der to diftinguifh its particular fpecies from 
others of the fame genus, he has chofen to 
call it the Atrabilious Synochus , on account of 
the black bile evacuated upwards and down¬ 
wards, and which was fo prevailing and fatal a 
fymptom. 

The author enters very fully into the remote 
aaufes of this fever, and thefe he aferibes to the 

heat 
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heat of the weather, the conftant ufe of animal 
food without frefti vegetables, and the brack- 
ifhnefs of the water. In the courfe of this in- 
quiry, we meet with much curious information 
concerning the climate, difeafes, &c. of Senegal. 

The continual vomiting which accompanied 
the difeafe, feemed to preclude the ufe of re¬ 
medies, till our author, towards the decline of 
the epidemic, tried the effedts of opium. This 
leffened the irritability of the flomach and en¬ 
abled him to adminillcr the bark, which was 
the medicine on which he feems to have placed 
his chief dependence. He very candidly ac¬ 
knowledges, that the cautions which are to be 
met with in the moft celebrated practical 
writers, concerning the ufe of opium in fevers, 
prevented him from having more early recourfe 
to that remedy; and alfo that as the violence 

of the difeafe had much abated before he de- 

" ■ .' • • • ■* 

termined to adminifter it, he had no opportu¬ 
nity of afeertaining its good effedts by a fuffi- 
cient number of trials.—Blifters, he obferves, 
did more harm than good. When the fever 
was overcome, he found wine, particularly 
Rhenifh, an excellent medicine. — As prophy¬ 
lactics, he recommends a decodtion of farfapa- 

* 

tilla, and a moderate ufe of wine. 
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In the courfe of the volume. Dr. Schotte 
takes occafiori to mention an inftance of a 
difeafe not known in Europe; with his 
account of which, as it is curious, we fhall 
conclude the prefent article : “ The right foot,” 
fays he “ of a black girl had been much in- 
“ flamed for a time, when a boil appeared 
“ afterwards near the inward metatarfal bone, 
“ which breaking, the head (as it w'as called) 
“ of a Guinea worm made its appearance. In 
“ the mean time another boil near the outward 
“ metatarfal bone opened, and the head of 
“ another Guinea worm fhewed itfelf. I took 
“ hold of the one and the other, and wound as 
“ much of each as followed eafily, upon two 
“ feparate little flicks. I continued this work 
i( every day for about three weeks, and then 
“ nothing more would follow by pulling, but 
“ I obferved, that while I was pulling the one 

* <c flick, the other was drawn clofe to the fkin, 

% 

“ which fhewed, that what I had wound upon 
te the two flicks, were the two ends of one 
“ and the fame worm. I, therefore, unrolled 
“ the end of the worm from the one flick, and 
“ by pulling the other, it re-entered the foot, 
“ in which it made different windings, and 
“ came out at the other boil. The whole 
Vol. V. No. III. L 1 (e worm 
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te worm was two yards long, and not fothick 
“ as the lmalleft chord of a violin, but which 
<c of the ends was the head, if there is any, I 
“ cannot pretend to fay.” 


VI. Rapport des Commiffaires charges par le Rot , d e 
r examen du magnetifme animal : i. e. Report of 
the Committee appointed by the King to inquire 
into animal magnetifm. Printed by order of the 
King . 4to, Paris, 1784. 66 pages. 

1 

I T was a favourite opinion of many philofo- 
phers of the laft century, that a magnetical 
principle, or very fubtile fluid, to which they 
gave the names of anima mundi , fpiritus univer- 
falis, &c. pervaded the univerfe, and gave to 
animal bodies a power of attraction and repul- 
iion. This was the Zuo pt,ctyvyiTt<r(jeog y or animal 
magnetifm , of Father Kircher * ; and as this 
fluid was fuppofed to have great power over 
the nerves, and to be analogous to the vital 
principle, it was foon adopted in the cure of 
difeafes ; efpecially as a difcovery was thought 
to be made of poles in the human body, by 

# Magnes, five de arte magnetica, lib. 3, pars 6. 

means 





[ 26 7 ] ' 

means of which a current of this magnetical 
fluid might be directed to any particular part. 
It was imagined, that mufic rendered it more 
efficacious; and that, like light, it was capable 
of being reflected by mirrors. Van Helmont 
publifhed a treatife de magnetica vulnerum cura- 
tione , and other writers extolled it as an uni- 
verfal remedy. Thefe opinions became a co¬ 
pious fource of empiricifm and impofture in 
this as well as other parts of Europe. In 1637, 
as we learn from Dr. Goodall’s bijlorical account N 
of the college’s proceedings againjl empirics, one 
Leverett, a gardener, was fummoned before the 
college (of Phyficians) for <f curing or healing 
all manner of difeafes, but.particularly the 
king’s evil, by way of ftroaking or touching 
“ with his hand.” He was accufed of having faid 
that “ when he ftroaked any perfons to cure 
“ them, there went out of him fo much virtue 
and flrength, that he did not recover it forde- 
veral days,”, and that the fheets wherein he 
had laid were “ a fpecial remedy for many dif- 
“ eafes.” * About thirty years after the profe-. 
cution of Leverett, a perfon named Greatracks, 
acquired great reputation by a fimilar practice. 
An account of his fuccefs was publifhed in 
1668, and it is probable that much of his ce- 
L 1 2 lcbrity 
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lebrity was due to Mr. Boyle, who confidered 
him as an extraordinary perfon, and attefted 
feveral of his cures. 

In proportion as found philofophy came to 
be more cultivated, the vifionary do&rine of 
animal magnetifm was lefs regarded, and at 
length feemed to be totally negledted and for¬ 
gotten. At this time of day we could hardly 

have exported to fee it revived, and adopted 

* 

with enthufiafm in one of the mod; enlightened 
capitals of Europe : yet fo it has happened. 
Dr. Mefmer, a German phyfician, educated at 
Vienna, after having attempted in different parts 
of Germany, though with little fuccefs, to make 
profelytes to his fyftem, came to.Paris about the- 
year 1778, and having there announced his opt- 
nions, and commenced his operations, foon ac¬ 
quired uncommon celebrity, and is faid to. have 
amaffed a very confiderable fortune, at the 
expence of a credulous public.—At length the 
government have interfered, and a committee 
has been appointed to inveftigate the merits of 
his practice. ' This committee, wfiofe very 
judicious report is now before us, confided of 
Meffrs. Borie, Sallin, Darcet, Guillotin, and 
Majault, of the faculty of phyfic; and of Dr. 

Benjamin 



[* *«9 1 

Benjamin Franklin, and Mefifrs. le Roy, Bailly, 
and Lavoifier, of the academy of fciencea. 

The committee begin with giving a concife 
view of M. Mefmer’s dodtrine, as delivered by 

. t 

himfelf in a work entitled Metnoire fur la da- 
couverte du magnetifme animal , publiffied in 1779. 
This dodtrine, though announced by M. Mef- 
mfcr as the refult of a difeovery peculiar to 
himfelf, agrees in all its leading principles 
with the ideas concerning animal magnetilm, 
delivered by Kircher, Maxwell, and othej* 
writers on that fubjedt, in the laft century. 

After learning the theory of animal magne- 
tifm, the committee were defireus of obferving 
its effedts. For this pqrpofe they applied to 
M. Deflon, a phyfician at Paris, who having 
long been a pupil of M. Mefmer, was tho¬ 
roughly acquainted with his principles, and 
had eftablifhed a houfe for the reception of pa¬ 
tients, where he had an apparatus fimilar to 
Mefmer’s, and produced the fame effedts. This 
phyfician undertook to convince the committee 
of the exigence of animal magnetifm, and of 
its efficacy in the cure of difeales, and at the >■ 
fame time promifed to communicate to them 
all he knew of it. They'vifited the apartment 
in which his. operations were carried on, and 
r there 

l 
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there they found a circular platform made of 
oak, and raifed about a foot and a half from 
the floor. In this platform, which is called the 
baquet , they obferved a great number of iron 
rods with moveable joints for the facility of 
applying them to any particular part of the 
body. Thefe iron rods were fuppofed to aCt as 
magnetical conductors, and when the procefs 
began, the patients taking hold each of one of 
the iron rods, formed themfelves into a circle 
round the platform, being connected together 
by a cord paffed round their bodies. The ope¬ 
rator placed himfelf near them, with an iron 
rod or wand (baguette) as it is called, about ' 
twelve inches long in his hand; and in a corner 
of the room flood a piano forte, which was oc- 
cafionally played, with the addition, fometimes; 
of vocal mufic. The baquet , according to M. 
Deflon, ferved as a refervoir of magnetifm. 
The committee took care to fatisfy themfelves 
that no magnet was concealed in it, and alfo 
that eleCtricity made no part of the apparatus. 

The effeCts of the procefs were various. Some 
of the patients feemed to be but ilightly affeCt- 
ed, while others were thrown into convulfions. 
Some appeared to be fenfibly affeCted merely by 
variations in the mufic of the piano forte; and 

it 
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it was impoffible, the committee obferve, on 
feeing thefe effedts fo conftantly produced, not 
to acknowledge the operation of fome great 
power which agitated and overpowered the pa¬ 
tients ; and of which he who held the baguette 
or wand, feemed to be the fource. All appeared 
to be under his controul. His voice, or mere¬ 
ly a look from him, was oftentimes fufficient 
to affedt them very fenfibly. 

The committee oblerved, that among the 
patients who were convulled, there was always 
a much greater number of women than men, 
and that an hour or two generally elapfed be¬ 
fore any convulfion took place ; but that as 
foon as one patient became convulfed, feveral 
others were affedted in a fimilar manner, and 
that the fpafms brought on in this way 
fometimes lafted for three hours. To this 
convulfive date Mefmer gives the name of 
crifis ; and he confiders it as a falutary crifis 
fimilar to that produced by nature in the cure 
of difeafes. 

The committee foon found that it was im¬ 
poffible to fatisfy their doubts by obferving the 
effedts produced in this public manner. They 
were likewife defirous of determining the ex¬ 
igence of animal magnetifm, before they made 

any 
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any Inquiries concerning its utility, as this laft 
appeared to be only a fecondary queftion. It 
might exift, they bbferve, without being ufe- 
ful; but it could ndt be ufeful unlefs it exifted.- 
Its exigence, according to M. Deflon, could 
be proved only by its effects on animal bodies, 
that is, either by its effedts in difeales, or by 
its inftantaneous effedts on the animal cecono- 
my, The former of thele proofs,- viz. its ef¬ 
fedts in difeafes, feemed to be exceptionable 
on account of its uncertainty ; the committee, 
therefore, confined themfelves to phyfical 
proofs, and began with themfelves. They all 
went, at firffc once a week, and afterwards eve¬ 
ry day for three days, and fubmitted-to M. 
Deflon’s procefs, but not one of them expe¬ 
rienced the leaft fenfible effedt from it. Hence 
they coilcluded that animal magnetifm has no 
effedt on perfons'in health.—- They next re- 
' folved to try its effedts on fick people, and to 
feledt thefe from, the lower clafs of people. 
Seven ‘ fuch perfons were' colledted at Dr. 
Franklin’s, and magnetifed by M. Deflon. Of 
thefe feven, four declared they felt nothing; the 
other three pretended to be more or lefs af- 
fedted. One of thefe was a man with an oph¬ 
thalmia, who faid his eye became painful when 

M. Def- 
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M- ©efloh had njagnetifed it a confiderablh 
-time* by placing /one of his thumbs near the 
-eye $ another, who was a very irritable ^wo¬ 
man, fcemed to be much affedted. 

.f Aftpr this, a large company of genteel peo>» 
-pie that were nlfembled at Dr. Franklin's, fe»» 
veral of .whom were in an ill ftate of health, 
fubmitted to the fame .trials, but not one of 
thefe felt# any thing. The committee .obferyed 
likewife that it produced no effedt on childten. 
All they had feen, therefore, concurred to make 
.them fUfpedjt, that the imagination was the foie 
caufe of all the effects they had feen produced. 
Their next view w*B to afcertain this. r For 
this purpofe they fele< 9 ted eleven patients, of 
whom only one, a female, pretended to beaf- 
fedted. This woman, when the operator's 
hand was near her face, faid ihe felt a burning 
heat there. The fame .effe# was produced in 
her flonaach and back when his hand was placed 
hear t thofe parts ; a^d fee even complained of 
head ach and of a fenfation of heat over her 
whole body.' A bandage was now placed over 
her eyes, and then every thing Ihe faid was 
contradidory. ) Similar experiments were made 
Ayith others^ and when the eyes were bounds 
queftions were artfully put to the patient, as if 
* Vocl. V. No. III. M m the 
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the operation was going on, while, in fa<&, jiefc* 
thing was doing. All thefe trials ferved to con¬ 
vince the committee, that the imagination on¬ 
ly was affedted; and as a farther proof of this, 
they relate fome anecdotes of M. Sigault, who, 
by feigning to be poflefied of the fecret of ani-'’ 
mal magnetifm, has produced in feveral in- 
ftances the fame - effects as are produced by 
Mefmer. * - 

Hitherto the committee had feen no crilis or 
convulfions excited. Their next experiment, 
therefore, was with a magnetic tree; becaufe, 
according to Mefmer, when a tree has been 
filled with the magnetic fluid, every perfon who- 
approaches it mull feel more or lefs of its efi- 
fedts, even to convulfions; That no excule of 
want of fenfibility might be made, they re- 
tjuefted M. Deflon to choofe a proper fubjedt 
for the experiment, and he procured for this 
purpofe a young man who was faid to be ex¬ 
tremely magnetic. He; was: blindfolded, and 
led to different trees, 1 and at length became 
eonvulfed, but without having touched the 
tree to which M. Defion’s wand had been dU 
redted. M. Deflon attempted to account for 
this fadt, by obferving that all trees are mag¬ 
netics fer fe , and that their magnetifm was in- 

creafed 
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creafed by his prefence : but if this weretrue, 
no perfon fenfible to magnetifm could walk in a 
garden, or near trees, without being in danger 
of convullions. The truth is, as the commit¬ 
tee remark, the young man thought he was led 
to the magnetic tree, and his imagination was 
ftruck with fufficient force to produce the ef¬ 
fects that took place. Other fimilar experi¬ 
ments were made, the refults of which were the 
fame. 

The committee obferve, that in the public 
treatment, many caufes co-operate with the 
imagination. The operator fometimes preffes 
ftrongly, and for a length of time, on different 
parts with his hands. The hypochondria and 
the pit of the ftomach are the parts moft com¬ 
monly compreffed ; and it is certain in women, 
that by preflure of the hypochondria, the ova¬ 
ries may be affe&ed. The committee, there¬ 
fore, are of opinion, that the fympathy which 
is known to fubfift between the uterus, ftomach 
and diaphragm, may be a caufe of the pheno¬ 
mena produced in very irritable women; They 
obferve, that the force of example in exciting 
convulfions is well known; and among other 
inftances, they refer to the memorable fadt of 
this fort related by Kau Boerhaave, as having 

M m i .\ hap- 
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happened at' Haerlemi. They add, that fo lately 
as the year 1780, as the charity girls belong, 
ing to a parilh in Paris were going in procef- 
lion to church, to perform what is called the 
firft communion, one of them was feized with 
convulfions, and in lefs than half an hour fifty 
or fixty others were, in the lame ftate. Several 
of them relapfed in the courfe of the week; 
and when they met tQgether on the Sunday fol¬ 
lowing, twelve fell again into fits, and more 
woqld probably have followed the example, 
had they not been feparated from each other* 
and diftributed into fmall parties for feveral 
weeks, by which means the affedtion ceafedt 
This and other inftances of a fimilar kind are 
related by M. Hecquet in his Naturalifme des 
Convulfions. In fadt, it does not feem difficult 
to conceive that a number of lick people col¬ 
lected round the magnetical platform may have 
their imagination fo heated, that when fome 
one, more irritable than the reft, gives the fig- * 
nal, by falling into a ftate of fpafm, all or the 
greater number may be affedted in the fame 
manner. And this irritability, in part natural 
and in part acquired, may by degrees become 
habitual ; fo that when convulfions have been 
once produced, it will be necefiary only to Wind 
4 ' U P 
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up the imagination to the fame pitch as before, 
to produce a repetition of the fame effects. 

The conclufion drawn by the committee 
from all their experiments and obfervations 
on this fubjedt is, that animal magnetifm is 
a mere chimera. They inform us that M* 
Deflon himlelf has been induced to acknow¬ 
ledge^ that the imagination has the greateft 
lhare in the effects produced; but they ob- 
ferve, that although the imagination may oc- 
cafionally be ufeful in phyfic, as in thednftance 

of faith, where its effedts are mild, and where 

» 

it may have fome influence on the cure, yet 
that when it produces convulfions, it adts by 
violent and deftrudfcive means, and becomes 
dangerous by multiplying the number of vie* 
liras to nervous fenfibility. 
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' - SECTION II. 

Essays and Observations. 

. ; * . . ■* . » 

I. Account of an expeditious cure of a fraSlured 
fcull. By Mr. William Jones, Surgeon at 
Birmingham ; with remarks on the cafe by Mr. 
Robert Mynors, Surgeon of the fame place • 
Communicated in a letter to Dr. Simmons, 

' F. R. S. 

CASE. . * . 

J BURTON, a boy about five years old, on 
• the 12th of September, 1783, received a 
wound on his head by a brick, which fell from 
the top of a chimney twelve yards high, and 
ftruck him to the ground. He was immediate* 
ly taken up fenfelefs, and conveyed to his fa¬ 
ther’s houfe, which was only a few yards dis¬ 
tant. I faw him in al?out half an hour after 
the accident, and found him in a comatofe 
ftate, vomiting frequently. His body and ex¬ 
tremities were cold, and his pulfe fmall. The 
wound bled freely, and was of a triangular 
fliape. Upon introducing my finger into it, I 
felt a fracture of the cranium with depreffion; 

this 
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this determined me to apply the trephine, and 
I fent to, Mr. Mynors, deliring the favour of 
his advice and afliftance in the operation. 
When he arrived, which was within an hour 
and a quarter after the accident, he recom- 
fhended the wound of the fcalp to be dilated at 
each angle. Accordingly, I iqade two inci- 
fions acrofs the head, nearly over the angular 
junction of the occipital with the two parietal 
bones, and a third, which had its dire&ion 
nearly in the courfe of the fagittal future, fo 
as to meet the other two at their jundion over 
the angle above mentioned. Each of thefe in- 
cifions meafured about two inches and a half. 
The portions of the fcalp marked out by thefe 
incifions being carefully differed from the pe¬ 
ricranium, and.raifed, the whole of the frac¬ 
ture, (which was ittuated nearly in the middle, 
between the .pofterior, fuperior and inferior an¬ 
gles of the left parietal bone, and almoft clofe 
to the lambdoidal future) prefented itfelf to 
our view. It had fomewhat of a femicircwiar 
form,- and in circumference was more than 
equal to the iize of a half-crown piece, exclu-* 
live of -feveral angular points made by the ir¬ 
regularity of the fradture. Mr. Mynors ach. 
vifed an immediate application of the trephine 
• . to 
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to that part of the found bone neareft to the 
iambdoidal future, in fuch a manner, that the 
edge of ,the inftrmnent might fall into the frac¬ 
ture ; this appearing to be the moft favourable 
part for the elevation of the depreffed portion 
of bone, as well as the moft depending. This 
was accordingly done after the previous ufe of 
the engine ; in applying which, however, care 
was taken to denude only fo -much of the bone 
as the crown of the trephine might be able to 
cover. On removing this circular piece of 
bone, I tried to elevate the depreffed fradtured 
portion, but without fuccefs. A fecond appli* 
cation of the trephine therefore became necef- 
fary; and this was made on the moft prorpinent 
part of the bone, near the edge of the fradrure, 
in the fame manner as the ftrft, from which it 
was diftant about three quarters of an inch. 
At the particular requeft of Mr. Mynors, I 
made no ufe of the rugine, as preparatory to this 
laft application of the trephine. 1 j 

After thefe perforations, a portion, as large 
as a halfpenny, of the depreffed bone, which 
on our attempting to raife it with the deVator, 
was found to be loofe, was removed by means 
of a pair of forceps j the remaining part of the 
fra&yied and depreffed pipee was then edevated, 

and 
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and every fmall fplinter and angular point of 
bone carefully removed* On the dura mater, 
thus expofed to view, we found a fmall quan¬ 
tity of extravafated fluid and coagulated blood, 
which was very cautioufly removed with a 
fponge. Mr. Mynors now mentioned to me 
the ufe he intended to make of the flaps of 
fcalp which had been fo carefully raifed from 
the pericranium, and preferved intire, requeft- 
ing, at the fame time, that he might drefs the 
wound the firfl time after his own manner, 
which I readily agreed to. He began with, 
moiftening the inner furfaces of the flaps of the 
fcalp, as well as the pericranium, and parts of 
the dura mater, which were now become dry 
by expofure to the air, by touching them gent¬ 
ly with a fponge wrung out of warm water; 
after which he defired me to apply my hands 
to the patient’s head on each fide of the wound, 
fo as to prefs the flaps gently towards the cen¬ 
tre, while he brought the edges of thefe flaps 
every where into eafy and clofe contact, and 
retained them in this fituation by narrow and 
long flips of flicking plaifter, placed at fmall 
diftances from each other* The dreffings con- 
fifled of a tow pledgit fpread with wax and oil, 
Vol. V. No. Ill, . N a , ^ and 
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and a foft linen comprefs, and the whole im 
Secured by a fix-tailed bandage. 

The patient was then carried to bed, and di- 
*e€ted to be put on a low diet, and to take at 
toed times a mixture with antimonial wmfc 
and Thebaic tinjure. He remained comatofe 
during the firfl part of the night. 

Sept. 13. I found that he had vomited once 
lince the operation ; but that in other refpedts 
lie had paffed a very good night. Hrs heat was 
ti little more than natural; his pulfe rather 
quick, and his fkin moift. He made no com¬ 
plaint, and had had no more fleep than might 
be attributed to the medicine he had taken. 

Sept. 15. The pled git which adhered to the 
Tcalp was removed only in part, and a frefh one 
Applied over it. 

"Sept. 17. The 'former pledgits, as alfo the 
flips of plafter. Were 'this day removed entirely 
and new ones applied. The fcalp was now found- 
to be perfectly united every where to the peri¬ 
cranium, except a very fmdll portion df it, 
of about half the frze of a little Anger nail at 
the meeting df the angles of the flaps, where 
one of thefe angles had retraced for want df 
bony fubflance to fupport it. In the courfe df 
the incifions, a kindly but trifling digeftion 
,. ’ appeared* 
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appeared, which diminifhing daily, they healed 
in the fpace of a fortnight. ‘Granulations from, 
the angles of the flaps of fcalp, and from the 
fmall portion of the dura mater, which was 
found uncovered after the firft drelfing, by de 
grees joined together, fo. that that membrane 
was completely covered in three weeks, and the 
whole wound was entirely healed in the fpaoe 
of fix weeks after the operation. It would 
have been cicatrifed foaner, had not fome fcabs 
formed, which retarded the cure during the laft 
fortnight. The fmall portion of the dura mater 
found uncovered, as deferibed above, and the 
incifions of the fcalp were continued during the 
whole of the cure to be drefied as at firft, being 
only, juft covered with a pledgit thinly fpread 
with wax and oil. 

On the fifth day after the operation, the heat 
of the child’s body and his pulfe appeared to 
be perfectly natural. He had no complaint 
after the firft night, and when alked how he 
did, always replied, that he was very well; lb 
that no medical afliftance was neceflary. farther 
than oecafionally opening his bowels during the 
firft week or ten days. 

P. S. Yefterday (June 2) I faw the boy, and 
bad the pleafure to find him in perfect health, 

N n 2 and 



[ *84 ] 

and that nature was repairing the lofs of bony 
fubftance very faft, the cicatrix appearing mere¬ 
ly as a line, and producing no deformity, as 
the hair grows on the portions of fcalp which 
were raifed from the pericranium, as well as if 
no operation had ever taken place. 

- Birmingham , 

June 3, 1784. 


Remarks on the preceding cafe , by Mr. R. 

Mynors. 

* \ 

I N a little treatife, which I lately publiftied, 
under the title of ‘ Practical Thoughts oa 
Amputation, &c.’ after defcribing the operative 
as well as curative procefs of the particular 
jnode of amputating therein recommended, and 
faithfully relating the fuccefs which had at- * 
' tended it, I obferved, that an equal degree of fiu> 
cefs had attended a limilar method of treatment 
in cafes of wounds, formed by the extirpation 
of various fpecies of difeafed tumors as well 
as of large accidental recent wounds of different 
jkinds. 

The 
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The cafe of a frattured fkull, juft now re¬ 
lated, may ferve as a farther illuftration of the 
dottrine laid down in the work in queftion. 

Having long lamented the great deficiencies 
which the practice of furgery, in cafes of this 
fort, labours under, and having my mind ftrongly 
impreffed with the idea of uniting divided parts 
by the firft intention, after all operations in fur¬ 
gery that could poflibly admit of it, I was in¬ 
duced to put in practice the above-mentioned 
treatment, hoping that it would be found capable 
of obviating a great many evils, which are too 
generally obferved to follow the operation of 
the trephine, when conducted upon the plan 
hitherto commonly adopted ; and I am happy 
in being able to obferve, that the fuccefs of this 
new mode of treatment in the preceding cafe 
has eftablifhed, as clearly and fatisfattorily as a 
Angle cafe can, the propriety of my opinion on 
this fubjett. 

But if it fhould be afked, whether from the 
very expeditious cure, and the remarkably 
mild fymptoms after the operation, which hap¬ 
pened in this cafe, the fame treatment indifcri- 
jninately ufed in all limilar cafes, may be ex- 
petted to be equally fuccefsful, I anfwer in the 
pegative; being too well convinced, that the 

. brain 



brain and its meninges, from various external 
caufes, may frequently fuffer fuch great vio* 
lence, as to render vain our bell and moll im¬ 
proved attempts-to lave the patients » 
Neverthelefs, in all thofe. cafes,, where rea- 
fonable hopes of fuccefs may be entertained* I. 
cannot be too folicitous in recommending the- 
aforefaid practice, and in defiring the furgeon. 
to confider the very different effects which-mufl 
be produced in the conflitution by fuch op- 
polite methods as the one hitherto generajly 
followed, and that which has been now de- 
fcribed; the former expofing a large furfaceof 
dura mater, &c. to a fuppurative inflammation f 
and all its confequences, while the latter foUcit* 
nature to employ her friendly procefs, the 
adhefrve inflammation, and clofe up the wound 
with mildnefs and difpatch. 


XL Obfervations to prove that the Hydrophobia it 
not, as fome writers have ajferted, unknown in 
America. To which is added, an account, of the 
decujfation of the optic nerves in quadrupeds . Com- 
•, municated in a letter to Eh. Simmons, F. R. S. 
by Frederick Michaelis, M- Zh pbyjicianto the 
i Landgrave 
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Landgrave of Hejfe Cajfel , and late Phyftcian 
General to the HeJJian troops in America . 

4 

I T is the opinion of many men of learning, 
"both in Europe and America, that canine 
madncfs is a diforder unknown in the wefiern 
world, and we find this idea in fome of our 
principal writers on the natural hiftory of Ame* 
rica. One of than (Mr. Paw) even goes fo far 
as to account for this furprizing difference, by 
faying, that the climate is too damp to admit of 
the difeafe ; a 3 cind of explanation, which, 1 
confefs, I do not underftand. 

Having always doubted the fad:, I made it 
ury bufinefs to inveftigate the matter; noa was 
it long before a decifive accident of the kind 
happened. A Heflian foldier, * then a prifoner 
at Lancafter, was attacked with fymptoms of 
hydrophobia after being bit by a mad dog, and 
the perfcm, in whofe houfe he lived, openedhis 
veins, and Suffered him to bleed to death. 

A medical friend of mine at New York (Dr. 
Bard, fenior) communicated to me two fimilar 
«afes ; the one of a perfon who died of the true 
hydrophobia, after being bit by a mad dog, and 
the other of a man who attempted to force me¬ 
dicines down the throat of a cow that had been 

bit 
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bit by a mad dog ; unluckily he happened to 

have a flight Tore on one of- his ' 

imbibed the poifon, though he vVas’ffbtbit^ and 

he died'of-the hydrophobia, though et^ry things 

was done that was thought likely'to be of u(e. <c 
% ■ •• ( 

.• ' Upon reading in the New-York paper, for' 

July 1783, feveral inftances of people?V~havrfcg' 

died a little before in New, England, with all 

the fymptoms of hydrophobia, after having 

been bit by mad dogs; and obferving foon 

after in the fame paper, a very circumftaaitial 

account of the cafe of a boy in Conp^dticyr^ 

who died of the hydrophobia eight weeks aftejt 

being bit" by a mad dog, I made if a point to 

inquire into the truth of thefe accounts, and 

every circumftance was confirmed to me/ by a 

friend who refided in that y quarter, and who 

added, that the dog haft mentioned had bit a 

cow and a hog, who both died mad. ‘ “ ' “' * ' J 

Nor are inftances of this kind rare: Doctors 

, , • r. * «, Ft *qVj t rj ‘ "Tj 

Rulh, Morgan, and Kuhn, three ol the ipoft 
diftinguifhed medical characters in America, 
have aflured me, that they have now" and then, 
in the courfe of their practice, met wiph in- 
fiances of the true hydrophobia, occaiiohe4“bjf > 
the bites of mad dogs. ' l *.‘‘ 3 v '*' ; r i t 

, l I • : „ ■’ -_•••- .1 ' * £ 'L j. jr 

'iv.- i. v . \>n: , ivo .Jioi'i sp 

* j ' ,r* fc V ,ioV 
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:■ It has alfo been doubted, and is doubted eve* 
now by many of the inhabitants of the Weft* 
India iilands, whether the dogs there ever be¬ 
come mad, which is the more aftonifliing, as 
Hillary has mentioned his having feen the dif- 
eafe in Barbadoes. 


Of the decufjation of the optic nerves in quadrupeds . 

P ROFESSOR Soemmering, of Caffel, has ' 
lately had an opportunity of feeing the 
decuffation of the optic nerves in fome fpecies of 
quadrupeds. As no anatomift, as far as I know, 
has ever obferved it in animals of this kind, I 
have no doubt but a Ihort account of this dif- 
cqvery will prove agreeable to you; particu¬ 
larly as I have had an opportunity of exa¬ 
mining all the anatomical preparations, on 
which the fad: is eftabjilhed. 

The firft animal in which the profeffor ob¬ 
ferved this remarkable phenomenon, was a.' 
fquirrel, which happened to have a cataradt in 
its left eye. On opening the cranium with all 
poflible care, he found the nerve of the affe&ed 
eye more oval, flatter, in every refped fljjaller, 
Vol. V. No. III. O o and 
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and of a more cine?itieus Colour, tha&'the nerve 
of the healthy one ; anti this evident difference 
in the colour, fhape, See. of the affected nerve, 
might be clearly traced acrofii the union of the 
optic nerves, to the right fide, while the fount? 
nerve might be feen eroding this uaiO&v and 
afterwards appearing of its natural fize and coi- 
lour on the left fide of the brain. 

He foon after had occafion to obferve the 
fame appearance in a hoffe, who#? right' eye 
was fmall and collapfed, while the left was in a 
healthy ftate. In this animal the netv»e of the 
affected eye was found to be fhorter, fmaller, of 
a eineritious colour, and nearly of a Cartilage 
nous hardnefs, adhering firmly to* its dm&* 
mater coat. All thefe appearances (the ldft ottO 
of courfe excepted) might be traced aerofs the 
union of the optic nerves from the right fide 
to the left, in the fame manner as had befdti' 
beenobferved in the fijulrrel. .i-i t; 

The profeffor has feen nearly the fame Ap* 
peafance in the brain of another horfo, but With 
this addition, that the difeafed rterve, which 
crofled the other,, was diftinguifhed by a CineM 
ritlous, arid, in fome degree, pellucid fireak^ 
which made a very ftriking centra# with the 
milk-white fufeftsnee of the ether found nerve, 
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which appeared at the place where they cro£ 
fed* • -v* • •• ' -• • ;■ f ! 1 ' 

But dill more intereding is the obfervation he 
made in a monftrous pig with two heads, each 
of which had a diftin& brain. In one of thefe 
heads there was no appearance of an eye or of 
a nerve belonging to it, on the interior or left 
fide, but the right eye was perfect; and the 
nerve of this eye, which was ih a found date, 
evidently eroded oVer to the left fide, where it 
continued to retain its natural appearance. 

* Ffom thefe Obferkatlons, however, though 
extremely interefting, we cannot infer, that a 
limilar organization takes place in the’human 
body J and I am awari, that the illUftriouS Mor¬ 
gagni’hits been Unable to difeover any thing 
like it in the brain of blind men, and alfo that 
hehis fought for it in valh in dogs. Petit 
allures us he has met With it in birds ; in the 
Cydlvpttrus Lumpus it has been feen by the cele¬ 
brated Camper ; in the Raja and Squalus apart - 
thus, by Ptofeflor'Soemmeting; and in fiihes 
by every ftnatomift, My 1 ingenious friend fid} 
pefts, ttidt'all the Aerves crofs one another in 
themorelnterior parts of the brain or medulla 
fpinalis; a conjecture Which deferves to 
the object of future experiments. 

4 Cetffeiy Auguft 11tb y 1784. 

O o 2 IV. 
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•in. Ch/f of .Injury of the Brain , oceafioned wft&r 
out any blow or external violence upon the Head. 
Communicated in a letter to Hr. Simmons, 

■ F.R s. by Mr. William Houlfton, Member 

■ : e f the Corporation of Surgeons, London . 

A LADY of Salilbury Street in th£ Strand, 
was walking out during the froft 4 n Fe¬ 
bruary laft, and in eonfequence of treading-up¬ 
on a part of the pavement, rendered flippery 
' by the frequent palling of perfons in the ftreet, 
received a fmart fall. As Ihe fell in a fitting 
polture, her feet flying fuddenly from under 
her, 4he feemed to have fuftained no material 
hurt, and being alflfted inriflng-by fomeof the 
by-flanders, readily walked home. On the 
^evening of the following day a pain in her 
head came on, and Ihe felt fome inclination to 
be fick. She palled the night without fleep, 
and on the third day from the time of the ac* 
cident complained greatly of a kind of fenla- 
l tioii within her head unlike any thing Ihe had 
ever before experienced. It was* to ufe her 
own words, a drowfy, heavy pain, and giddi~ 
nefs; with dimnefs of figju, and a fort of 
1 weight in the forehead, which when Ihe leaned 
r forward 




I m ) 

• t » 

forward feemed to incline her head towards thfl 
ground, She had not^as yet any^yomithig, not 
was there- any obfervable alteration in the pulfe. 
Upon being defired to point, out the, particular 
iituation of the-.- pain Ihe complained of £ Ihe 
faid it was not fixed tp any difbndt part, except 
when her head had remained long in one pof- 
tnrc, and then that fide which prefled'againft 
the pillow was, the moft painful, and became 
fore to the touch. Although the head in this, 
cafe hadvnOt received the leaf! flroke or out¬ 
ward violence* thefe were evidently, the fymp- 
toms of approaching mifehief, perhaps from 
concuflion, and I, therefore, though in vain, 
defired her to lofe; fome blood. She had un- 
^rjpmately fuph a dread of the lancet, as to 
have determined never, in. any inflance, what¬ 
ever might be .the $onfequence, to fubmit to 
its ufe; I, therefore, directed an opening me¬ 
dicine, ra cooling regimen, and. the avoiding 
every thing whieh might difturb the mind, or 
adt powerfully on the external fenfes. The 
next day {he found herfelf better, and getting 
up, remained the whole day with the family* 
thought' greatly incommoded by the fmalleft 
noife, and obliged to recline/upon a pillow, 

: and fometimes upon a fofa. The pain in. her 

head, 
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head, though not without fume interMifiioii, 
Was nsw exceedingly, violent, and in the even* 
tng (he began to vomit, and her pulfe was dul¬ 
ler and more frequent than natural* till at length 
Griding herfelf grow worfe, (he very willingly 
retired to bed. She was ordered laxative clyf* 
ters, and the ufe of the pediluvium ; and as I 
thought the cafe required that fomething' ef¬ 
fectual (hould be attempted, 1 directed the ufe 
of what Mr. Bromfeild in his firft volume of 
Obfervations calls the fttdorific anodyne ,• con-, 
fitting of one drachm of Thebaic tindhire and 
three drachms of antimonial wine. Of this 
twenty drops were given in a-cupful of barley 
water. On the fifth day, having llept a good 
deal, though with fome interruption, (he w^S 
better, and got up, complaining i hat the 
liefs of her head increafed by her continuing 
in bed. Towards afternoon (he became worfe,) 
ftom being fatigued with tOo much company^ 
had frequent returns of ficknefs, and at night 
vomited, as (he faid, a teactip-full of Blodid^ 
The anodyne draught was repeated, together- 
with the methods before- recommended./^!: 
preffed her to lofe blood from the jugular 
veins, but even the application of leeches was »• 
not to be admitted. Soon after taking 

medi- 
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medicine,/a feVere rigor took plsuie, fiicceed* 
ed by a hot fit of two hours, and a flight deli* 
riuni; but aj the morning approached, a mild 
fwent came dri,. and produced great relief of 
ail the fymptomsor She* was kept in bed. all the? 
fixth day, and took ten of the anodyne dro£a- 
every three hdurs; but as they rather produced 
al hot and dry than a. relaxed fkin, the form.of 
the medicine va^ altered on the feVenth to a’ 
folutibn of emetic tartar, three grains in five 
ourices of cinnamon water, with lixty drops of* 
Thebaic tindture, two drachms of nitre, and an 
ounce of common fyrup. Of this fhe took a ; 
table fpoonful every three hours, pafled the 
day better than (he had hitherto done, had left 
pain in her head, and kept on her fiomach a 
light-dirnler of bread pudding. In the evening 
fhs began to perfpire, and continued in that 
ftate all the night. The eighth, ninth, and'tenth 
days fhe continued to mend, though both he* 
head and fiomach were accafionally affected, 
and the light was particularly oflenfive to her. 
eyes, though I could never, upon examination,* 
difeover any dilatation of the pupil that could, 
be deemed morbid. On the twelfth day, not> ? 
withftanding thefe favourable appearances, flail 
txpeririosed a relapfe, had a very fevete rigor 


in 
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ni the Evening, and a return of all the fymp.; 
toms. This, however, I-found was accounted 
for by fome little irregularity in her diet, and 
the omUfion of her medicine, which I ordered 
to be repeated; and by the continuance of 
which, with the occafional ufe of laxatives, Ihe' 
gradually, but perfectly recovered. 

—I confefs, that in this cafe, if bleeding had 
been permitted, I Ihould not have had recourfe 
to the anodyne treatment. It appears, how¬ 
ever, from the good effects produced here, that 
fudorific remedies of this kind are by no means 
to be held in a fecondary light; and we may 
farther obferve, that in conftitutions particu-' 
larly affetted by opium, where the ftomach 
yields more to the anodyne than to the diapho¬ 
retic power of the drops advifed by Mr. Brom- 
feild, and where on that account their fudorific 
effeft is not produced, but, on the contrary, a: 
dry and hot jfkin ; in that cafe, it Ihould feem 
moll advifeable fo to augment the quantity off 
afntimonial wine as to obviate this objection.. 
Though there may be a tendency to vomiting,* 
an increale of this difpofition certainly need not* 
be apprehended; for, till a certain degree of 
this naufea is induced, fuch a degree, at leaft,- 
as is juft within thg^ power of the opiate to* 

overt 
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overcome, a fiveat, We’Sre told, Chhhdt be'pro- 
duced. o^Ehis be oll« <^ : thbli ^ales"ta 

which Me, Pott alludes When fpeaklhgofiri-' 1 
jtfry"6f:the ; brain, he lays; “ It may fepto* 1 
“tducedy'neit only When the craniutti'is unhurt*' 
“ by the blow, btfe df6n when no Violence of 
u any kind has'been offered to, or received bfs 
“ the hedth?*’* A Vtfty eminent gentleman of 
the profeffion2 lately told me of a boy who died 
of an ? affe<ftiOn of* the brain, Oceafioned by a 
ftroke ort the eye by the lalh of a whip; and 
certam*iti$, that the head is liable to very fe- 
rious injuries from caufes nbt altogether vio¬ 
lent. 

; . * , t , 

Palfgrave Place, 

Angujl 26 , 1784 . 
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IV. A Cafe of chronic dyfentery fuccefsfully treated 
fry large dofes of the Vttrum Antimonii ceratum. 
Communicated to Dr. Simmons by Nicholas 


Chavaffe, Member of the Corporation of Sur- n; 
geons of London, and Surgeon at JValfall, in 
StafirMire^' : ' ,J 


T HE efficacy of the vitrum antimonii ce- 1 
ratum has been attefted by feveral medi- 
^ Vbr, V. No. III. Pp cal 
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cal practitioners, who have experienced its uti¬ 
lity in cafes of Dyfentery, which had obflinate- 
ly refilled the remedies ufually employed in 
this painful and loathfome difeafe; and I feel 
much pleafurfc in being able to add my tefti- 
mony in favour of a medicine which, if judi- 
cioufly employed, is, I am perfuaded, equal to 
the cure of every dyfenteric complaint that is 
remediable by art. 

In a variety of cafes of this fort I have ad- 
miniftered it with fuccefs ; but in none has the 
relief it produced been fo extraordinary as in 
-the following inftance, which I take the liberty 
- of communicating to you, to be inferted, if 
you think proper, in the London Medical 
Journal. 

CASE. 

/ • 

H. Smith, aged 55, had for more than fe-< 
ven years been afflicted with conflant and ex¬ 
cruciating pains in his back and bowels, ac¬ 
companied with tenefmus, which was for the 
molt part relieved by a difcharge of blood, al¬ 
ways to the amount of half a pint, and often¬ 
times more, in the fpace of twenty-four hours. 
He had taken a variety of medicines, which 
had been recommended to him by different 

prac- 
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pradtitioners, both in London and in the counS 

try; and, according to his own account of his 
cafe, had not been unmindful .of trying feveral 
aoftrums which had been recommended to him 
by different friends. Nothing he had tried, 
however, had moderated his complaint except 
fome opiate medicines ; and when the foothing 
effects of thefe ceafed, he was fure to be tor¬ 
tured by additional pain, and debilitated by an 
increafed difcharge of blood. When I firft faw 
him, he complained of hedtic heat, intenfe 
thirft, inceffant pain in his back and bowels, 
flatulency, dyfpncea, and lofs of appetite. He 
tnadc but little water, his belly was tenfe, and 
his legs much affedted with anafarcous fwel- 
ling. Under fuch a train of formidable fymp- 
toms, I could not entertain very fanguine hopes 
of fuccefs, efpecially when I confidered the fe- 
verity and long continuance of his complaints, 
his age, and his unhealthy calling, which was 
that of an engineer to a coal mine. I began 
with directing him to take ten grains of t‘he 
vitrum antimonii ceratum twice a day. In this 
dofe it excited very little naufea, and no in¬ 
creafed difcharge by the bowels ; the quantity 
was therefore gradually augmented to twenty 
grains, when my patient vifibly began to mend, 

P p 2 and 
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Snd at the end of twenty-feven days the dif 7 

charge was entirely fuppreffed. His bowels 
now became regular, and, if we may judge 
from the appearance of )iis (tools, we may ven¬ 
ture to aflert, that the diameter of the.redtura 
kad been -much dlminilhed by the feverity pf 
bis complaint* After the fupprefikm of the 
difeharge, all his other fymptoms gradually 
difappeared, and in lefs than two months Jie 
was reftored to. his former good health and 
cheerful fpirits, and remains fo to, this day, 
which more than half a year fince he firft ap¬ 
plied to me. While he was taking the medi^ 

cine, I directed him to drink a mixture com- 
’ ‘ • * 1 
pofed of equal parts of milk and lime water, 

which I have often found ferviceable in re- 

. - v 7 1 ,■ • , l 

ftoring a due tone to the bowels when weaken¬ 
ed by dyfenteric purging. " 

Jn addition to the aboye cafe, I beg to ob«j 
ferve, that having, during my refidence in the 
Weft Indies, had frequent opportunities of ex¬ 
periencing the falutary powers of the vitrutn 
antimonii ceratum in cafes of dyfentery, which 
had refifted the remedies coipmonly employed 
in that difeafe, I jruft I (hall be excufed for 
venturing to recommend a more frequent trial 
of this medfeine to the furgeons both of the 

<J ' r. I i • • + * s ** * 

•' army 
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army and navy, who, as well as myielf, moft 
often have had the melancholy opportunity of 
witneffing the fatality of this difeafe in our 
Weft-India iflands, where ;t fvveeps away, with 
unrelenting, fury, fo many of our ibldiers and 
failors. v ' > • - 

Walfall, • 

4uguji 29, 1784. 

V • , - n 


V, Farther Remarks on the fpontaneous evolution 

' of children , prefenting with the arm at the time 

of birth. Communicated in a letter to Samuel 

1 ' % • • • _ - _ 

Foart Simmons, M. D. F.R. S. by Thomas 

Denman, M. D. Licentiate in Midwifery of the 
RoyalCollege of Pbyjicians, Phyfician - man-mid¬ 
wife to the Middlefex Hofpital , and Teacher of 
Midwifery in London. 

, ’ - . . t 

Y OU did me the favour of inferring in th$ 
firft number, of the London Medical 
Journal for 1784*, an account of the fponta- 
heous evolution of children prefenting with the 
arm at the time of birth. I truft it will appear 
in that paper, that, as far as it depended upon 

' ' ■ ! - 

f Se« page 64. 
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my own experience, I have been fufficiently 
careful to afcertain the fadt, and to prevent any 
inferences which could be prejudicial to pa-* 
tients. under fuch circumfUnces. I now take thd 
liberty- jo£ requeuing you to add the 'following 
extracts from letters font to me on that fubjecb 
The letters are written by gentlemen of high 
character in the profeffion, for their integrity, 
ability and experience, and may be confidered 
as affording a full confirmation of the truth of 
tl\e obfervation which I had the pleafure of 
communicating to you. 


' moi. i : v . .* 

# •. . J . . 

» • ' • » I ■ 

Extfadt of a letter from Dr. CoganJ late Phy- 
, lician to the Charity for delivering Poor 
• Women at their own Habitations. 

“ In the prefentation of children with the 
w fuperior extremities, it has always been con- 
t( eluded, that every pain, which the mother 
“ had, increafed the difficulty ; that the lower 
u the child was pcotuded into the vagina the 
" more immoveably it would be fixed; and 
“ that there was no poffibility of faving the 
“ life of the woman, but by turning the child, 
i (t and 
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r< and delivering by the feet. You were the 
“ firft who taught us to expedt, that, even 
<f under thefe circumftances, Nature, by the 
“ exertion of her own powers, is able to ex- 
u tricate herfelf, by firft moulding and ad- 
“ jufting the child to the pelvis, and then ex- 
“ pelling it. I am fully convinced of the 
“ truth of your doftrine, and have the plea* 
ft fure of fending you two cafes feledted from 
tc many others, which, in my opinion, place it 
" beyond any reafonable doubt. 

“ In January 1773, a midwife belonging to 
“ the charity fent for me to a woman who had 
“ twins. The firft child was born, but the fe- 
u cond prefented with the arm. Another en- 
** gagement prevented my immediate attend- 
“ ance ; but I went within the hour, and when 
“ I arrived at the place, I found, to my great 
“ fiirprife, that the fecond child was already 
t( born, but dead. The midwife informed me 
“ that the pains had been exceedingly ftrong, 
u and had finifhed the labour without any af- 
(t fiftance ; and though the arm had prefented, 
* that the child came footling into the world. 
“ Examining the child, I obferved that the 
<f right arm was very much fwollen, that the 
“ blood had fettled upon the ribs, and that the 

“ pofition 
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€C P°fitlon in which it coaid be placed with the 
“great eft eafe, feemed moft correfpondent 
94 with fuch prefentation. 

“ In June 1776, I was defired by a young 
€t gentleman to vifit, with him, a perfon who 
lived near Aldgate, to whom he had been 
€t called by a midwife. He informed me, that 
49 the arm of the child was protruded very low, 
44 and that he had made many attempts to turn 
44 the child, but without fuccefs, on account of 
•* its great fize and the violence of the pains. 

ec I was convinced, by an examination, that 
44 his reprefentation of the pofition of the child 
44 was truly ftated. Whilft we withdrew to 
“ deliberate upon the method in which we 
** Ihould proceed, and to give the patient a 
44 little refpite after the long and painful at* 
tempts which had already been made, the 
44 labour advanced fo kindly, that when I fat 
44 down I was able to hook my finger in the 
44 groin of the child, when by very gentle af- 
* fiftahce, the child was prefently expelled by 
44 the feet.” 


Extract 
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Extract of a letter from Dr. Patrick Hair, at 

Lilbon. 

. . . • •• ' » 

ff I have received your aphorifms on preter- 
t( natural prefentations, and very much regret, 
tf that I had not them fome years ago. They 
“ would have given me authority and courage 
“ to have purfued a method, by which the life 
“ of a very deferving woman might have been 
<c faved. Of the fpontaneous evolution of 
“ children prefenting with the arm, you have 
• if now had many inftances. My experience 
fi has fupplied me with three, which were un-v 
“ doubted proofs of the truth of what you have 
“ advanced upon that fubjedt, and of thefe ' 
“ I will fend you a particular account, if you 
“ think it will anfwer any good purpofe.” 


Extradt of a letter from Mr. Hey, F. R. S. fur- 
geon at Leeds. 

I muft now give you the hiftory of a dell- 
“ very, in which a lufty child was expelled by 
“ the natural efforts of the mother, after the 
%i arm and Ihoulder had been pufhed down into 
i( the vagina , and the uterus was fo clofely and 
Voi. V, No. III. Q^q “ ftrougly 
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(t ft-rongly contracted, that it was impoflibleto 
“ introduce the hand in order to bring down the 
(t feet. 

“ The membranes had been broken fix days, 
“ during which period the woman had flight 
** labour pains. The midwife, whofe at- 
if tendance had not been conftant, firfl per- 
“ ceived the right arm to be fallen into the 
u . vagina in the beginning of the fixth day ; 
ft for when the membranes broke, no part of 
t( the child could be felt. A young practitioner 

had been called in, as foon as the polition of 
“ the child was known. He gave the patient 
c< a mixture, with fome tinftura thebaica , fre- 
M quently in the courfe of the day, and in the 
“ afternoon made an attempt to turn the child, 
<e but the labour pains being ftrong and fre- 
t( quent, he found the delivery impracticable. 

I firfl; faw the woman at four in the after- 
(t noon, and in a Ihort time attempted to carry 
“ my hand into the uterus in the molt flow and 
i( cautious manner, but I was obliged to defift, 
iC finding the operation impofl&ble with any 
“ force which I dared to exert, and that I was 
“ unable to endure the very ftrong comprelfion 
< s upon my hand by the contracting uterus. 
i - «As 
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<e As confiderable efforts to deliver had been 

made before my arrival, I was-afraid, left 
“ thefe renewed attempts Ihould caufe an in- 
“ flammation of the uterus , and therefore de- 
“ fired the gentleman, who was yet attending 
“ the patient, to,take away fome blood, and to 
“ give forty drops of tinttura thebaic a . I then 
“ left the woman for an hour,, during which 
“ time fire was kept in a ftate of perfed: tran- 
u quillity, apd drank nothing but balm tea or 
“ cold milk and water. 

“ At my return, I made another attempt to 
“ deliver, but the ftridure at the collum uteri 
“ was abfolutely unyielding, and I was again 
“ obliged to defift. Twenty drops of tinflura 
“ thebaic a were now given to her, and fhe was 
(f fuffered to reft for another hour* in which 
“ time the pains went off and fhe flept. 

“ Though every circumftance now feemed 
“ very favourable for the delivery, yet I found, 
“ upon making a third attempt, that the ftric- 
“ ture before mentioned, would not give way 
“ to any force I could fafely ufe, and I was con- 
“ vinced that it was impoflible to deliver by the 
“ feet. 

fC When I ceafed to make any farther at- 
te tempts to deliver, the pains became exceed- 

CLq a , singly 
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lt ingly ftrong, the fhoulder defcended lower 
“ into the pelvis, and I began to entertain hopes 
€i that the delivery would be effected by the 

natural pains, as in the cafes which you were 
ct fo obliging as to communicate to me. I then 
et fuffered the woman to make her efforts with- 
“ out interruption. The fhoulder was foon 
“ protruded through the external parts; the 
ic fide of the child could be perceived, and the 
“ fpine was incurvated; the loins then appeared, 
<e and the child was at length expelled by the 
f( feet. The placenta came away properly. 
ff The child was dead, but the mother reco- 
“ vered. 

“ The knowledge of what you have faid 
€i upon this fubjedt was a great comfort to me, 
Ci when I found the artificial delivery imprac- 
<( ticable, and I think you ought to make your 
i( obfervations as public as poffible.” 



The faft of the fpontaneous evolution being 
thus afeertained, I mull leave it to the future 
obfervations of other pra&itioners, to determine 
upon the particular cafes, in which that event 
may be reafonably expected and properly 

•' v waited 
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waited for. Though the knowledge of the 
fad: has already been attended with advantage 
to many women in very deplorable circum- 
fiances, much remains to be done to complete 
the dodrine, not by reafoning upon the fubjed, 
but by careful attention to pradicc. 

I am, dear Sir, / 

Your obliged and molt humble fervant, 
,20th Augufi , 1784. T. DENMAN. 

Old Burlington-fired . 


SECTION III. 

Medical and Philosophical News. 

T HE Medical Society of London, held in 
Crane-court, Fleet-flrqet, have propofed 
the following queftion, as a fubjed for a prize 
medal of ten guineas value, viz. tf What difeafes 
“ may be mitigated or cured, by exciting par- 
ft ticular affedions or paflions of the mind ?” 
Diflertations on this fubjed mufl be written in 
Latin, Englifh, or French, and delivered to 
the fecretary, at leaf: two months before the 
meeting for adjudging the medal, which will 
be on the 8th day of March, 1^86. 


The 
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The Royal Medical Society at Paris, not 
being fufficiently fatisfied with any of the dif- 
fertations that have been fent to them on the 
prize queftion announced laft year, (fee vol. IV. 
page 204) relative to the connexion between 
the liver and the Ikin, have agreed to propofe 
it a fecond time.—Differtations on this fubjedt 
muft be fent to M. Vicq d’Azyr, fecretary of 
the fociety, before the iff of May, 1786. 

The fociety offer a premium of 300 livres to 
the perfon who fhall afcertain the advantages 
€e which the practice of phyfic may be able to 
ee derive from the modern difcoveries relative 
u to the art of determining the purity of the 
“ air by different eudiometers.”—Differtations 
on this fubjedt will be received by the fecre¬ 
tary till the iff of July, 1785. 


The King has been pleafed to incorporate 
the furgeons of Dublin into a college, to be 
called the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland, 
with authority to examine and grant letters tef- 
timonial to all fuch perfons as ih^ll be deemed 
4 ' qualified 

- * A. 
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qualified to pra&ice furgery in that kingdom. 
The prefent officers of the college are, 

Samuel Croker King, Efq. Prefidetit . 
Mr. John Whiteway, 

Mr. Henry Lyfter, 

Mr. Robert Bowes, 

Mr. Guftavus Hume, 

Mr. Philip Woodroffe, . 

Mr. James Henthorn, Secretary . 


Extradt of a letter from Dr. Houlfton, of Liver- - 
pool, to Dr. Simmons; dated Aug. 27, 1784. 

_ » 

“ Within the town of Wigan, in Lancalhire, 

there has lately been difcovered, in boring for 
coal, a fulphureous fpring, refembling in its 
qualities the Harrogate water . It rifes in large 
quantity, is perfectly clear and tranfparent, and 
is not very offenlive either to the fmell or tafte; 

much lefs fo than the Harrogate water; this 
being not nearly fo ftrongly impregnated with 
the fulphureous principle. If carefully corked, 
it will remain for fome time unimpaired, but 
expofed to the air, it Toon lofes much of its 
fmell and efficacy. 

“ It 
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, ‘‘ .If is already greatly reforted to, and i$ 
thoughti to have produced remarkable good 
effects in many cafes, particularly in cutaneous 
and fcorbutic eruptions*’ to which it feems pe¬ 
culiarly adapted.i-^—The proprietor of it is 
making a refervoir, and taking other' fteps to 
render the accefs to it.more commodious; and 
there is laid to be an intention of ^building 
baths, by which, the advantages to be-expected 
from its ufe may be conliderably incredfed.” 

I . 

• / r . . ' \ 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Edward Jacob, 
junior* furgeon at Faverlham in Kent, to Dr. 

Simmons; dated Auguft 30, 1784. 

' v ‘~ 

“ I had lately an opportunity of giving relief 
to a poor man, in a cafe which, without timely 
afljftance, might have been a caufeof pain and 
uneafinefs all his life time. It was a clear and 
perfedt luxation of the head of the os femoris.' 
At fir ft I.fufpedted there might be a fradture at 
the head of the bone, being aware, that on 
account of the great degree of violence necef- 
fary to produce a luxation of the thigh bone, 
fome have even doubted the polfibility of fuch 
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an accident. But being foon clearly convinced 
of the nature of the cafe, I proceeded to the 
reduction, which was effedted in a very fhort 
time by a fteady extenfion and counter extenfion. 
The noife produced by the return of the bone 
into its focket, was diflindtly heard by me and 
my affiftants; and immediately after the reduc¬ 
tion, the patient, who before had been unable 
to move hi5 leg, was able to raife it without 
help. The next day he walked down flairs 
with the affiftance of crutches; and in a few 
days after the accident, went about his ordinary 
bufinefs. On pending the 2d vol. of Med . Obf, 
and Inq, I find a fimilar cafe mentioned by Mr. 
Travis, which tempts me tp write this to you.” 


The fedtion of the fymphyfis pubis has lately 
been performed at Paris, for the fourth time 
(in that metropolis), with fuccefs. The patient 
was a ricketty woman, twenty-nine years old, 
who had twice before been pregnant, and had 
each time been delivered, with difficulty, of a 
dead child. The operation of the fedtion, in 
this third labour, was performed by M. de Mat- 
thiis, in the prefence of M. Alphonfo le Roy and 
Vol. V. No. Ill, Rr others; 
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others; and the patient was delivered of a live 
. child. When this account of the cafe was* writ¬ 
ten, (Auguft 7, the day after the operation) the 
ftate of the patient was faid to be extremely fa¬ 
vourable. 


In a former part of this volume (page 85) 
we had occafion to mention an inftance of hy¬ 
drophobia. Another melancholy cafe of the 
fame kind has lately occurred at New Grange, 
near Bolton upon Dearne in Yorklhire. The 
patient, a poor labouring man, named George 
Wilfon, was bit in one of his hands by a mad 
dog, at the beginning of May laft, and having 
taken fome pretended remedy, which had 
been recommended to him by one of his neigh¬ 
bours, thought himfelf fecure. On Wednefday, 
September the 8th, ten weeks after the accident, 
he was feized about noon with fymptoms of hy¬ 
drophobia, and died in the evening of the 
Friday following. 


Mr. James Watt has lately communicated to 
the Ro^al Society, a new method of preparing 
. a teft 
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a teft liquor-to fliew the prefence of acids and 
alkalis in chemical mixtures. — Not being fa- 
tisfied with the ufual tells of infufions of tour- 
nefol' and litmus for afcertaining tire point of 
faturation of acids and alkalis, Mr. Watt tried 
feveral vegetable juices, and among them found 
that the fyrup of red cabbage (brajfica rubra ) 
furnilhed the bell teft, and in its frelh ftate has 
more fenfibility both to acids and alkalis, than 
any other before ufed. 


Mr. Martineau, furgcon at Norwich, has 
lately communicated to the Royal Society, a 
remarkable cafe of dropfy of the ovarium. The 
difeafe began to appear after a mifcarriage, 
when the patient was in her twenty-feventh 
year. She firft underwent the operation of tap¬ 
ping in 1757, and afterwards had recourfe to it 
three, four, or five times a year, till her death, 
which happened in 1783. In that fpace of 
time, Ihe was tapped 80 times* and loft 6631 
pints of fluid. — On difledtion, the left ovarium 
was found enlarged into an ijnmenfe pouch. 
The peritonaeum was thickened, and in fome 
places oflified ; a proof, according to Mr. Mar¬ 
tineau, of, the provifion occalionally made by 

R r 1 nature 
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nature for the prefervation of animals, by thus 
fecuring parts, which, if fuddenly rent, would 
be fatal, whereas collections of matter are always 
allowed to make their way out of the body. 


New works about to be fublijhed.—^l. An In* 
qulry into the various theories and different me¬ 
thods of cure in Apoplexies and Palfies j by Dr. 
Chandler, Phyfician at Canterbury. —2. An In¬ 
quiry how to prevent the Small Pox; to which 
will be added, an Account ©f the Proceedings 
of a Society for promoting general Inoculation 
at ftated periods, and preventing the natural 
Small Pox in Chefter: by Dr. Hay garth, F.R.S. 
—3. A large Volume in folio, in Englilh and 
Latin, entitled, the Natural Hiftory and Pa¬ 
thology of Fifties, with many capper plates; 
by Dr. Monro, Profeflor of Anatomy at Edin¬ 
burgh. 


PROMOTIONS. 7 

Lately, Mr. George Forfter, F. R. S; to be 
profefforof natural hiftory at Wiina, in Poland. 
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1783. Feb. 11. Charles Peter Martin deSar- 
guemines, M. D. to be fellow of the.Royal Col¬ 
lege of Phyficians at Nancy. 

1784. May 31. Mr. Nicholas Archer to be 
furgeon of the fixth regiment of foot. 

June. Dr. Frederick Michaelis to be phyfi- 
cian to the Landgrave, and profeffor of the 
practice of phyfic at Hefle Cafiel.—23. Mr. 

Samuel Pierfon, to be furgeon of the ,26th re- 

* 

giment of foot. 

July. Francis Riollay, of Hertford College, 
Oxford, M. B. to be M. D.—22. Mr. J. Earle 

to be furgeon, and Mr. Ludlow Harvey to be 

_ ^ 

affiftant furgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital. 

, Auguft .— Mr. William Rae to be dentift to 
His Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales.—3. 
t) r. Robert Grant of Invernefs, to be fellow of 
the Royal College of Phyficians at Edinburgh. 
-—9. Dr. David Pitcairne, and Dr. Francis 
Riollay, to be candidates, and Dr. Thomas 
Watfon, Dr. William Woodville, and Dr. John 
ftelph, to be licentiates of the Royal College of 
Phylicians of London'.—26. Dr. J. G. Caulet 
to be phyfician to St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital, 
—Mr. George Mitchell to be furgeon of the 
fcaftern Difpenfary, in White Chapel. 

Sept, 
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Sept. 11. Mr. Mac Intyre, to be Surgeon of 
the Garrifon at Annapolis Royal. — Mr. Tho¬ 
mas Irwin, late Surgeon of the 39th regiment 
of foot, to be Surgeon to the Garrifon at Ha^ 
lifax.— Dr. John Calef, to be Surgeon to the 
Garrifon at New Brunfwick. — Dr. William 
Smith, to be Surgeon to the Garrifon at Cape 
Breton. — Mr. Thomas Walker, to be Surgeon 
to the Garrifon at St. John’s Ifland. 


DEATHS. 

Lately, at Montpellier, Peter Cuffon, M. D. 
a learned Phyfieian and Botanift, and member 
of the Royal Society of Sciences of that city. 
He enjoyed the friendlhip of the late M. de 
Sauvages, and had the honour of afiifting him 
in his Nofologia Methodica. The fixth order of 
the firft clafs of difeafes in that celebrated work 

* r 

was written entirely by M. Cuffon. When he 
was a young man, he travelled to Majorca and 
Spain, and brought back with him an excellent 
collection of the plants of thofe countries and 
the Pyrenees. To this anecdote of himfelf, 
which he formerly related to the editor of this 
Journal, he added, that foon after his return 

from 
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from his travels, an old female relation, who 
lived with him, took an opportunity one day, 
when he was from home, to clean and rum¬ 
mage his ftudy. In the courfe of this bufinefs 
lhe turned over his dried plants, and confi- 
dering them as fo much ufelefs lumber, 
threw the whole of his fine collection into 
the Itreet. For feveral years before his 
death he was employed in a great work on 
the umbelliferous plants, which he is faid to 
have left in a ftate fit for the prefs. Dr. Brouf- 
fonet, of Paris, has undertaken to write an 
account of his life. — At Leyden, Dr. John 
David Hahn, and Dr. Walter Van Doeveren, 
two eminent Medical Profeffors, of whom we 
hope to procure fome authentic anecdotes. 
— At Canton in China, Mr. James Dewar, 
Surgeon of the Englifh faCtory at that place. 

1782. At Dijon, M. Fournier, M. D. au¬ 
thor of a work on heCtic fevers, of which we 
formerly gave fome account (vol. II, p. 280.) 

Augufi 17. At Berlin, Andrew Sigifmund 
Marggraf, a celebrated chemical writer, and 
Director of the Phyfical Clafs of the Academy 
of Sciences at Berlin. 

1 783. Jan. 7. John Targioni Tozzetti, M. D. 
Profeflor of Botany at Florence, and author 

of 



{ 3 “ ] 

of a great number of learned works in phyfic 
and natural hiftory. He was born at Florence 
15 ept. ii, 1712. 

1784. Jan . 28. At Wirtemberg, John Erneft 
Zeicher, M. D. Profeffor of Mathematics, and 
author of feveral mathematical and botanical 
differtations. He was born at Weiffenfels in 
1720. 

Feb. 3. At Leipfic, in his 31ft year, Chrif- 
tian Frederick Ludwig, M. D. fon of the 
late celebrated Profeffor of that name. In 
1781, after having vilited Paris, he paffed a 
few months in this country, and foon after his 
return to Leipfic was appointed to a Medical 
Profefforfhip. / In the quarterly catalogue of 
our prefent number will be found the title of a 
differtation he publilhedon that occafion.— 27. 
Anthony William Plaz, M. D. Profeffor of 
Botany in the Univerfity of Leipfic. He was 
born in that city January 1, 1708, and was au¬ 
thor of feveral botanic differtations. 

June . In Warwick Court, Holborn, Mr. 
John Wynde, Apothecary. —21. Aged 58 
years, Cheney Hart, M. D. in the commiffipn 
of the peace for the county of Salop, and fenior 
Phyfician of the Infirmary at Shrewfbury. He 
was author of an inaugural differtation de Cor¬ 
ine 
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lice Peruviano , printed'at Edinburgh in 174$, 
and of an account of the effedls of electricity 
in the County Hofpital at Shrewfbury, publilhed 
in the 48 and 49th vols. of the Philofophicai 
Tranfadtions. ■*— 29. In Red-Lion Square, Hol- 
bourn, Mr. Stafford Crane, one of the Court of 
Examiners of the Corporation of Surgeons, 
and Surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital. 

1 July 5 * At Dover' in Kent, Mr. John Broad- 
ley, furgeon. — 9. At Medewi in Sweden, aged 
50 years, Sir Thorbern Bergman, Knight of 

1 * * * 

the order of Wafa, Profeffor of Chemiftry at 
Upfal, Fellow of the Royal Society of London, 
and of almoft all the learned focieties in Eu¬ 
rope. We fhall probably foon have it in our 
power to give fome account of this celebrated 
philofopher, to whofe genius and labours the 
fcience of chemiftry is lingularly indebted. — 
10. At Olney in Buckinghamshire, Mr. Grin- 
don, Apothecary.——At Oxford, aged.85 years, 
Mr. Anthony Rawlins, formerly an apothecary 
in that city. — 25. At Bath, Matthew Dobfon, 
:M. D. ’ F. R. S. author of an inaugural differ- 
tation de Menfiruis , printed at Edinburgh in 
1756 ; of a commentary on fixed air, printed 
at Ghefter *1*1759 ; and of feveral valuable pa¬ 
pers in the Philofophicai Tranfadf ions. Medical 
« Vol. V, No. Ill, Ss i Obferva* 

■ 4* 
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Gbfervations and Inquiries, and other collect 
tions.' About three years before his death, he 
removed from Liverpool (where he had long 
been in considerable practice) to Bath. His 
wife, who furvives him, has acquired great 
reputation in the literary world by a very ele¬ 
gant life of Petrarch, and other works. We 
Ihall be thahkful to any perfon who will enable 
us to give a farther account of this ingenious 
and -refpe&able phyfician. 

Auguft. At Paris, John 'Francis Clement 
Morand, (fon of the late celebrated Surgeon 
of that name) Doctor Regent of the Faculty 
of Phyfic, and member of the Royal Academy 
of Sciences of that city; Fellow of the Royal 
Society of London, 2nd of feveral other learn¬ 
ed inftitutions. He was born -at Paris April 
*1726 ; and in 17152 acquired much reputation 
by 'his account of a remarkable- inftance of 
Matties ojfmm in a woman named Siipjot. Fie 
was alfo author of a defter, [publifhed in *7#$, ^ 
on the VeHts of Roonhuyfen, and of feveral 
effays in the Memoirs of the Academy of Sci¬ 
ences, and Journal de Medecine. — At Paris, 
Anthony Deftremeau, member of the Academy 
of Surgery, and Accoucheur to :her R. H. the 
Countefs <P Artois. — At ’Rouen, John Peter 
. . I Pftyid, . 
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David, a Surgeon of great ability and emi¬ 
nence. He was a native of the Pays de Gby, 
and married, the only daughter of the late M. 
le Cat, whom he fucoeeded as ProfefTor of 
Anatomy and Surgery, and principal Surgeon 
of the Hotel Dieu at Rouen. He was author 
of an ingenious difiertation on the mechanifm 
of refpiration, printed at Paris in 1766 ; .of an 
eflay de laRis origins, &c. publifhed in the 7th 
vol. of the Haerlem Memoirs; of obfervations 
on a difeafe of the bones, known by the name 
of Nscrojis, of which we formerly gave 
an account (vol. III. p. 369), and of fame 
other works, publiftied either feparately or in 
the Memoirs of the Academy of Surgery at 
Paris, of which he became a member in 1764, 

— At Paris, Laurence Gamier, M. D. fenior 
member of the College of Phyliciaiis at Lyons: 

— 9. In Queen Square, London, aged 50 years, 
Richard Tyfon, M. D. in the Univerfity of 
Cambridge, Fellow of the Royal College of 
Phyficians, and Phylician to St. Bartholo¬ 
mew's Hofpital. — 13. At Weftmead, near 
Llanghame in Carmarthenihire, John Morgan, 
M. D. author of an inaugural didertation dt 
dolors capitis , printed at Edinburgh in — 
27* At Salifbury, aged 29 ywrs, Mr, Thomas 

S s 2 Fawler, 
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Pawler, apothecary at Clapham in Surry. 

3©. At Binfield, in Berklhire, aged 38 years-, 
Michael Teighe, M. D. in the Univerfity of 
Rheinis, F.R.S. member of the Royal College of 
Phyfrciansof London, and.formerly phylician to 
the Weftminfter General Difpenfary.—In Old- 
ftreet, London, Mr. Thomas Godman, furgeon t© 
the Charter-houfe; author of “ A Remonftrance 
againft thj mifchievous abufe of Phlebotomy,” 
publiftied in 1747. 

Sepi. 1. At Bridlington, in Yorkfhire, aged . 
72 years, Mr. Thomas Boardman, furgeon and 
apothecary.—7. Mr. John Dray, furgeon and 
apothecary, at Dover, in Kent. 


SECTION IV. 
Quarterly Catalogue. 

, j •’ V. 

1. A N effay on the management and nurfing 
JLJl of children in the early period of in¬ 
fancy ; and on the treatment and rule of con¬ 
duct requifite for the mother during pregnancy 
and in lying-in : including the difeafes to which 
the mother and child are liable ; with the me¬ 
thod of curing, and particularly of preventing 

many 
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many of thofe difeafes. ' The whole addrefled, 
as well to the Medical Faculty, as to the public 
at large; and purpofely adapted to a female 
comprehenlion, in a manner perfectly confiftent 
with the delicacy of the fex. By William Mofs, 
furgeon, 8vo. John/on, London, 1781. 372' 
pages. 5s. . y 

This volume is the production of a judicious 
and intelligent writer, and though defigned for 
the public at large, contains a variety of obfer- 
vations which entitle it to the attention of me¬ 
dical practitioners. 

2. Curfory Remarks, on the nature and caufe 
of the Marine Scurvy, fhewing that that dis¬ 
temper may not only be prevented, b*ut probably 
cured on board fhips at any distance from land. 
4to. Baldwin, London, 1783. 83 pages. 

This work, we are told, was' written fo long 
ago as the year ,1771, and was then put into 
hands of Dr. Huck Saunders. The author of it 
(Mr.Sherwin, furgeon at Endfield) was formerly 
furgeon of an Eaft-Indiaman. He recom-' 
mends the meal of malted wheat in preference 
to fweet wort, and his obfervations on this and 
other articles of the diet of feamen, are extremely 
judicious. 

3. An 
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3, A# Account of the Life and Writings of 
<he celebrated Dr. Archibald Fitcairne, deli¬ 
vered as the Hdfveian Oration at Edinburgh, 

' #br the year 17S i. By Cbarlis Wehfter, M. D. 
phyficiaft to the Public DifpenfaTy* of the Royal 
College of Phyficians, Edinburgh* of the Royal 
Society of Medicine, Paris, &c. 8vo. Edin¬ 
burgh. 42 psfgeS. 

1 This elegant tribute to the memory of Dr, 
Archibald Pitcairne, is iftfcribed to his learned 
kihfman, the prefent worthy PrCfident of the 
College of Phyficians of London,, The moA 
interring particulars of his life arc recorded, 
and in reviewing his writings, Dr. Webftef takes 
Occafion t6 trace the outlines of the doctrines 
which characterized the mechanical phylk&nS 
of the tedt bentury. 

4. An Eflay on the bite Of a mad dog, in 
#hich the to infallibility of the principal 
prefervattve remedies againft the Hydrophobia 
is examined. By Jvbn Berkenbout> M. D. 8vo. 
BaUttnfi, London, 1785. rs. 6d. 

The chief deftgn of this work, which contains 
many judicious okfetvations, ftsOms to be to in* 
duce the public tO withdraw their confidence 
from the remedies hitherto recommefided aS 
prefefvatives againft the Hydrophobia. 

I- An 
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5. An Improved method of opening ^he 
Temporal Artery ; alfo a new propofal for -e^r 
■tradting the Cataradt; with deferiptions and de¬ 
lineations of the inftruments contrived f$r both 
operations, by the author • when a (indent at 

'Edinburgh. To which are now added, a mif- 
cellaneous introduction, and cafes and obierya- 
tions, .chiefly tending to illullrate the good 
effects of arteriotomy in various difeafes of the 
head. By the fame author. .Svo. Rfd/on, Ton- 
don, 1783. 243 pages. 

6. A familiar Medical Survey of Liverpool, 
addreffed to the inhabitants at large; containing 
obfervatioas on the fituation of the town, -the 
qualities and influence of the air, the ; eropk>yi- 
oaents and manner of living of the habitants, 
the water, and other natural and occaflonaloiE- 
jcumftances, whereby ..the health-of the inhabi- 
rants is liable to be particularly afief^ed. With 
4n account of the difeafes mo£t {peculiar to-the 
town, .end the rules :to be obferved ifop: -their 
prevention and cure : including obfervatipns 9fi 
vthecureof confumptions. The whole gendered 
jjerfedtly :pkin and familiar. Jly W. Mo fa fer- 

geon-at Liverpool. ’8yo. Lwegaoul, 2$4. as. 

. . . - , ■ > 

. . * • 

* Williaiu Butter, M. D. 
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y. The Cafe of the Rev. Dr. Harwood ; an 
ebftinate Palfy of above two years duration, 
greatly relieved by Electricity. By Edward 
Harwood, D. D. 8vo. Buckland, London, 1784. 
42 pagfcs. is. 

8. LeCtures on the Gravid Uterus, and Mid¬ 
wifery ; as taught and practiced by the late Dr. 
Hunter: (with the Medical terms in Midwifery 
explained for the benefit of female practitioners); 
by one who ftudied under him. 8vo. Flexney , 
London, 1783. 64 pages, is. 6d. 

9. Some new hints, relative to the recovery 
of perfons drowned, and apparently dead; with 
a view to render that praCtipe mote generally 
fuccefsful. By John Fuller ,urgeon at Ayton; 
Berwickfliire, 8vo. Cadell, London, 1784. 32 
pages, is. 

10. Dififertatio Medica Inaugural is de Vefi- 
cantium ufu ir; variis morbis traCtandis. Auc- 
tore Henrico Donly, Anglo jSocietat. Phyfic.Chi- 
rurg. Edinb. Socio. 4to. Lugd. Batav. J784. 

P- 34 - ' 

11. DifiTertatio Medica Inauguralis de LaCtis 
Secretione in Puerperis. AuCtore Joanne Atkin , 
Anglo; Soc.Reg. Med. Edin. Soc. Phyf. Literar. 
Mancun. focio honorario. - 4to. Lugd. Batav. 
1784. p. 28. 
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12. De Suffufionis per acrum Curatione. Auc- 
tore Cbriftiano Frederico Ludwig. 4to. Lipfiae, 
1783. p. 23a 

13. Grifte-Tal.ofver Valborne-Herrn Herr 
Carl ( von Linne, M. D. &c. /. e. a FuneralOra- 

tjon in honour of the illuftrious Charles Von 

• * 

Linne, M. D. profeffor of Phyfic and Botany in 
tjie univerfity of Upfal, &c. delivered, in the 
cathedral of Upfal, November 30, 1783, when 
the ceremony of breaking the coat of arms of 
the family of Linne, on account of the male 
line of that family being extindf, was performed 
by David Schulz von Scbulzenheim , 8vo. Up- 
fala, 1784. 42 pages. 

To the account we formerly gave of the 
younger Linnaeus (vol. IV. p. 433) vve are now 
able to add, from the work before us, that he 
was born at Fahlun, in Dalecarlia, January 20, 
1741 ; and was appointed demonftrator of Bo¬ 
tany at Upfal, in 1739, and profeffor in 1763. 
His biographer mentions his travels into France 
and England, and gives a fummary account of 
his writings. An engraving of the coat of arms 
of the family of Linne is prefixed to the work. 

14. Eloge de Jean Palfyn, Chirurgien et 
Profeffeur en Chirurgie de la ville de Gand, 
&c. i. e, Eulogium of John Palfyn, furgeon 

Vot. V. No. III. T t and 



and profeffor of Surgery of the city of Ghent, 
pronounced by M. Van Dueren, licentiate in 
Phyfic, on the nth of February, 1783, at the 
opening of the maufoleum ere&ed * to his me¬ 
mory in the parifli church of St. James, by 
the College of Phyfkians at Ghent. 4to. Ghent,. 
1783. 14 pages. ' 

15. Memoire fur l’inoculation de la Pefte, 
avec la defcription de trois poudres fumiga- 
toires. i. e. Effay on the inoculation of the 
Plague, with a defcription of three fumigating 
powders. By D. Samoilowitz , M. D. &c. 8vo, 
Paris, 1782. 

We have already had occafion (vol III. p. 
329) to take notice of a work of this author's 
on the external ufe of ice in the Plague. In the 
prefent effay he contends, that no perfon can 
have the Plague twice, and afferts that by ino¬ 
culation the difeafe is difarjned of its maBffv 
nancy. 

; . 

* With the following inscription; 

D. O. M. :V 

Et piis manibus 
Joannis Palfyn 

Scriptis anatortiicis et chirurgicis'per Europam clari 
Obiit die 7 Februarii, 1733. iEtatis fuse 78. 

Pofuit Collegium Medicum Gandavenfe 
1783. 

j 16. Lettr$ 



t 33* 3 

16. Lettre a l’Academie de Dijon, avec re- 
ponfe a ce qui a paru douteux dans le memoirc 
fur l’inoculation de la Pefte. i. e. Letter to the 
academy of Dijon, with an anfwer to what ap¬ 
peared doubtful in the eflay on the inoculation 
of the Plague. By D. Samoilowitz, M. D. &c. 
8 vo. Paris, 1783- 77 pages. 

' This letter is intended to obviate fome ob- 
jedtions which have been offered to the author’s 
propofal for inoculating the Plague. He ad¬ 
duces feveral arguments to prove that the 
Plague, even in Egypt, is perfe&ly independent 
of any particular ftate of the atmofphere; that 
it is not influenced by climate or feafon, as it 

has been known to rage with equal fury in the 

* * 

coldeft winter and the hotteft fummer; and 
that it is propagated only by the immediate 
contadt of folid bodies. He contends, that its 
effe&s are confined to the human fpecies, and in 
proof of this relates, that at'Kiow, during the 
prevalence of the Plague, a cat belonging to a 
houfe, in which every body had died of the 
Plague, went into another houfe and conveyed 
the infedtion to the family there, but was not 
itfelf affedted by the difeafe. 

17. Job. Alex. Brambtlla Augufl. Imp. Jo- 

feph. II. Chir. ord. Inftrumentarium Chirur- 
. T t 2 gicum 


/ 



gicum Viennenfe. Folio. Vienna, 1782, with 
65 plates. 

The Emperor having iriftituted a fchool of 
furgery at Gumpendorff, near Vienna, ordered 
all the inftruments of furgery that are now ufed 
to be procured for it from Paris and London. 
This colledtion is the fubjedt of the prefent 
work. - 

18. Precis Hiftorique des faits relatifs au 

Magnetifme Animal, jufqu’en Avril 1781. i. e. 
Hiftorical account of the fa£s relative to ani¬ 
mal magnetifm, to April 1781. By M. MeJ- 
vnr , M. D. of the faculty of phyfic at Vienna. 
8vo. Paris, 1781. 228 pages. 

19. Obfervation tres importante fur les ef¬ 
fects du Magnetifme Animal, i. e. A very im¬ 
portant obfervation on the effects of animal 
magnetifm. By M. de Bourzeis , M. D. phyfi- 
cian in ordinary to the king. 8vo. Paris, 1783, 
26 pages. 

This writer complains of Mr. Mefmer’s hav¬ 
ing unfairly gotten one of his patients from 
him. The patient died. 

20. Lettre fur la decouverte du Magnetifme 
Animal, i. e. A letter on the difeovery of 
animal magnetifm to M. Court de Gibelin, 
Cenfor Royal, &c. By the Reverend Father 

Hervier , 
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Hervier , Do&or of the Sorbonne. 8vo. Paris, 
1784. 48 pages. 

2ri. Mefmer-blefle, ou reponfe a la lettre du 
Reverend Pere Hervier fur le Magnetifme Ani¬ 
mal. u e. Mefmer wounded, or an anfwer to 
the lettefc of the Reverend Father Hervier on 

animal magnetifm. By M.-8vo. Paris, 

1784. p. 34. 

22. Mefmer juftifie. t. e. Mefmer juftified. 
8vo. Paris. 1784. p. 46. 

This pretended juflification Is ironical, and 
is written to excite a laugh at the expence of 
Mefmer. 

23. Lettre de l’auteur du Monde primitif a 

Meflieurs fes Soufcripteurs fur le Magnetifme 
Animal, u e. Letter from.the author of the 
Primitive World to his fubfcribers concerning 
animal magnetifm. 4to. Paris, 1784. 48 

pages. 

Tiie learned M. Court de Gibelin here re¬ 
lates his own cafe, and attributes his recovery 
to M. Mefmer. The teftimony of fo refpec- 
table a writer would probably have been very 
ufeful to Mefmer, but unfortunately M. de 
Gibelin died in May 1784, very foon after the 
publication of his pamphlet. 


24. Me- 



\ 
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24. Memcire dans lequel on demontre leS 
phenommes du Mefmerifme y nouvelle edition, 
precedee d’une lertre fur le fecret de M. Mef- 
mer, avec figures, i. e . Memoirun which are 
demonftrated the phenomena of Mefmerifm* 
A new edition, preceded by a letter concerning 
the fecret of M. Mcfmer, with figures. By M* 
Retz, quarterly phyfician in ordinary to the 
king, and formerly phyfician to the marine 
hofpitals. 8vo. Paris, 1784. 

25. Rapport des commiffaires de la Society 

Royale de Medecine, nommes par le Roi pour 
faire l examen du Magnetifme Animal, i. e* 
Report of the Committee of the Royal Medical 
Society appointed by the King to inquire into 
animal tnagnetifm. 4to. Paris, 1784. 39 

pages. 

26. Detail des cures operees a Buzancy, pres 

SoifTons, par le Magnetifme Animal, i. e . Ac* 
count cf the cures performed at Buzancy, near 
Soifions, by animal magnetifm. i2mOi Soif* 
Ions, 1784. 44 pages. 

27. Recherches et doutes fur le Magnetifme 
Animal, i. e . Refearches and doubts concern* 
ing animal magneti fm. By M. Thcurel, do&or 
regent of the facility of phyfic, and member of, 

' the 




L 33 6 ] 

pofita a D. J. IV. Baumer. 8vo. Gieflte 1783. 
p. 528. •/ 

33. Metodo per curare ficuramente l’idropi- 
fia, &c. L e. Method of curing with fafety 
the dropfy ; with obfervations on the ufe of the 
Peruvian bark, on the bite of the viper, and on 
the ciire of madnefs. By John Baptiji Moreali , 
M. D. 8vo. Venice, 1784. 

34. Atmofpherse preflio varia, obfervationi- 
bus barofcopicis propriis et alienis, quasfita a 
C*IeJlinoSteiglebner, S.S. Theolog. & Phil. Dodf. 
S. El. Bavaro-Palatini Conf. Ecclef. Phyfices 
Theor. et Experim. ac Meteorol. Prof, quam 
D. Henr. Maria Leveling , tentamen inaugurate 
publicum fubiret. 4to. Ingolftadt 1783. p. 58. 

35. Examen phyfico-chemicum Acidularum 

Freudenthalenlium in Silefia, quod publics dif- 
quifitioni fubmittit SebaJL Durer . 8vo. Vienna, 
1782. - ' • 

36. Chirurgifche Wahrnehmungen. i. c* 
Chirurgical Obfervations. Part II. by Adol-: 
plus Frederick Vogel , M. D. 8vo. Lubeck, 
1780. 88 pages. 

37. Pharmacopeia Manualis reformata, edita 
a Benedifto Majon , Hifpano, in Univerfitate Gen 
nuenfi. Chemise demonflratore. 8vo. Genoa, 
1784. 
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I. Hiftoire deVAcademie Roy ale des Sciences. Annee 
1779. Avec les Memoires de Mathematiqne et 
de Phyfiqu? pour la meme annee , tires des Re* 
gift res de cette Academie. i. e. Hijlory of the 
' Royal Academy of Sciences for the year 1779 ; 
•with the Mathematical and Philofophical Me¬ 
moirs for that year , taken from the Re gift er of 
the Academy , 4to. Paris, 1782. 653 jDages, 

with 16 copper plates. 

• . * 

* - - t 

I N the hiftorical part of this volume, jye 
find the eulogy of Jofeph de Juflieu, 
brother of Anthony and Bernard de Juflieu, names 
of great celebrity in the botanic world. Jofeph, 
who was the youngeft of fixteen children^ was 
born at Lyons, Sept. 3, 1704. In his youth, he 
-1 Vol. V. No. IV. U u attached 


* 




[ 33* 3 . ' ' 

attached himfelf with great eagern'efs to the 
mathematics; but the reputation two of his 
brothers had acquired in botany, foon induced 
him to purfue the fame career, and to devote 
himfelf to the profeflion of phyfic. In 1735, 
he was appointed, as botanifl, to accompany 
the French academicians to Peru, where he 
made thofe obfervations on the different fpecies 
of bark which we have ahead/ had occafion to 
mention (vol. iv. p. 305.) When his aflrono- 
mical friends had accomplifhed the objedt of 
their million, M. de Juffieu, inflead of retur¬ 
ning with them to Europe, chofe rather to 
make a longer flay in Peru, with a view to ex¬ 
plore its natural hiflory. It has been faid alfo, 
that an epidemic difeafe happening to prevail 
. at that time, the inhabitants, who venerated 
his medical talents, infilled on his not quitting 
the country till the difeafe was over; and even 
threatened to punifh any one who fhould be ao 
ceffary to his efcape. Among his papers have 
been found fome notes, relative to this and 
other epidemics^ and likewife concerning the 
- fmall-pox, as it appears in Peru. He was 
prevented by ill health, and his profeffional 
engagements, from fetting out on his intended 
travels into the interior parts of Peru till 1747. 

His 
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His biographer gives an account of the Angular 
hardftiips and dangers he had to encounter in 
thofe travels, in which he employed three years, 
and in the courfe of which he made many ufe- 
ful difcoveries in natural hiftory. 

In 1750, he returned to Potofi, which he 
had quitted three years before, and here he 
pafled fome years in drawing a map of the pro¬ 
vince, examining the mines, aflifting in feveral 
public works, and pradtifing phyfic. In 1755, 
he removed to Lima, "Where he continued many 
years; but at length his health began to de¬ 
cline, and he became fubjedt to frequent ver¬ 
tigo, which ended in an almoft total lofs of me¬ 
mory. His friends at Lima commiferating his 
fituation, procured him a pafiage to Europe, 
and he arrived at Paris in 1771, after having 
been abfent thirty-fix years. He knew that 
•one of his brothers, Bernard de Juffieu, was 
ftill living ; but this was almoft the only thing 
he was fenfible of, fo much were his faculties 
impaired. He continued in this ftate of imbe¬ 
cility till his death, which happened on the 
nth of April, 1779. . 

It is mentioned as a remarkable circumftance, 
that although he was for thirty-fix years a 
member of the academy, (having been eiedfcfd 

Uu 2 , - in 



in 1743) he was never prefent at one of it? 
meetings j the ftate of his intellects* after his 
return to his native country, having been fuch 
as difabled him from appearing in public.—* 
His nephew. Dr. Anthony de Juffieu, means* 
we are told, to publilh fome account of his 
travels* collected from the papers he has left 
behind him. 

In the fecond part of the volume, we meet 
\vith the following memoirs : [ 

1. Of the ftrufture of the organs which ferve in 
the formation of the ‘Voice, confute) ed in man , and 
in the different chffes of animalsand compared 
•with each other . By M< Vitq D’Azyr. —We 
have here a very accurate defcription of the 
organ of voice as obferved in man,-in the ape* 
in quadrupeds of different kinds, in birds, and 
in feptiles. Several fpecies of ape, it feems* 
are furnilheti With membranous bags, which, 
communicate with the larynx, and by being 
alternately filled With and . emptied of air* 
ferve to form the cry of thofe animals. The 
ItruCture 'of this bag in the Orang-Outang has 
lately been defcribed by Profieffor Camper, iq 
the Phihf Trahf. for 1779-. In two fpecies 
pf monkey, (xritrairtt and alouate of Buffon ; 
preacher morikey > and royal monkey of Pennant) 

which* 
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whicfy on account of the ftrength of thcif 
voice, have been called Jinges-hurleurs , or bowl- 
ing monkies , this refervoir is found to be a bony 
pouch. In the larynx of the cat, our author 
has obferved two membranes, which have ef* 
caped the notice of Severinus and Blafius, and 
which vibrate on blowing into the trachea, and 
produce a noife fjmilar to the purring of a cat. 
In the hog, the glottis, we are told, has feve* 
ral cavities covered by a mufcle: and in the 
afs and the mule, the thyroid cartilage is fur* 
niihed with a cavity, covered with a membrane, 
fo as to form a kind of drum. The air which 
is alternately forced into and out of thefe cavi¬ 
ties, increafes the voice of thefe animals, and 
produces the founds which characterize them. 
The organ of voice in birds is conftruCted very 
differently from that of quadrupeds ; they have 
no epiglottis, but their glottis has the faculty 
of opening and fhutring. This is the only part 
pf the organ that is at the upper part of the 
neck $ • the reft is at the lower part, above the 
bifurcation of the bronchia?, the membranes of 
which are capable of vibration, and feem to 
aftfwer .the fame purpofe as-,the membranes 
wh;ch in man are called vocal chords. In 
feme fpecies, -as-in the fwan, the trachea finks 

into 




[ 34* ] 

into the fternum; in others, it extends out¬ 
wards on each fide of that bone. This difpo- 
fition our author fuppofes to be analogous tq 
the bony pouches,' and large cavities obfervable 
- in certain quadrupeds; and of courfe he con- 
fidersdt as intended only to give ftrength to the 
voice, cfpecially as he has found no fuch appa¬ 
ratus in thofe fpecies of birds whofe notes are • 
varied and agreeable. * In general, he has - 
obferved, that the organ of voice, like that of 
hearing, is moft perfedt in thofe animals where 
its ftrudture is the moft fimple. In frogs, the . 
vocal chords are found, but no epiglottis. In . 
reptiles, the glottis feems to form the whole 
of the organ, and their voice, it is obferved, is 
confined to hilling. 

The refults of our author’s obfervations are, 

I-That the glottis feems to bev of no ufe in 
forming founds ; 2. that the inferior membranes 
of the larynx in man and in quadrupeds, .and 
the elaftic membranes of the bronchiae in birdsy 
are the true organ of voice, as they are the 
only parts fufceptible of vibration; 3. that the 
bony pouches, and cavities of the trachea, 
which exift in many fpecies of animals, ferve 
only to increafp the intenfity of the found.— 
Thefe conclufions, however, he does not mean 
'i tO * 
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to offer as decifive, as he intends to profecutd 
his inquiries on this fubjedh His defcriptions 
in the prefent paper are illuftrated by a great 
number of elegant figures in fcven plates. 

n. Analyfis of the yellow bolar earth of Berry* 
By M. Sage.—It is from this earth that is pro¬ 
cured the red colouring fubftance, known by 
the name of Pruflian or Englifh red. The 
Dutch purchafe it in Berry, at the rate of 
thirty-eight or forty fols per quintal; and after 
giving it a red colour, fell it again at different 
prices, from twenty-five to forty-eight livres 
per quintal, according to the goodnefs of the 
colour. .The profit of the Dutch on this article 
has long been known; but their mode of pre¬ 
paring it has been kept fecret. M. has 

difcovered that it confifts (imply in colouring 
it. A quintal of this earth, fubmitted to che¬ 
mical analyfis, yielded of acidulous water ten 
pounds, of calx of iron forty pounds, and of 
a colourlcfs argillaceous earth fifty pounds. 

m. Cafe of a fir calculated into fine. By M. 
Bordenave.—The fubjedt of this hiflory was a 

4 _ 

man, forty-five years old, who was attacked 
with a violent cholic, which terminated fatally 
in eighteen days. On diffedtion, the ileon was 
found adhering to and flrangulated in a pouch 

formed 


i 
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formed m the peritonaeum. Our author eort 
je&ures, that this diflenfion of the peritonaeum 
originated from fome violent exertion, and 
that fome of the common caufes of inflamma¬ 
tion produced the ftrangulation of the inteftine 
and death. 

it. Three Memoirs on the means of diffolvingpla* 
fina in the nitrous acid. By M. Tiilet.—From 
thefe inquiries, we learn that platina, which, 
on account of its fpecific gravity, and other 
■qualities, in fome refpefts approaches to gold, 
is, however, not to be confidered as a perfed 
metal, as the nitrous acid feparates from it a 
black powder, which has no metallic property, 
and which has hitherto appeared to be irredu¬ 
cible..^ 

v. On the -population of Paris, and the provinces 
of Prance, fince the beginning of the prefent century. 
By M. Morand,—It is a queftion with philo- 
fophers and politicians, whether Europe is 
' more populous now than in the time of the Ro¬ 
man .republic or under the Emperors. Mon- 
tcfqieu and Wallace contend that the human 
fpecies have diminiflied in number fince the 
times we call ancient ; but this opinion is op- 
pofed by Hume and Voltaire. The author eff 
the paper now before us confines his inquiries 

to 
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tfr France; and after a careful examination of 
the different authors who have written on the 
population of that country, he concludes* that 
within the laft forty years, the number of its 
inhabitants has confiderably iricreafed. In 
1682, according to an account taken by order 
of M. Colbert, Paris contained 726,000 inha¬ 
bitants. In 1760* the number, according to 
the Abbe Expilly, was reduced to 600,000, or 
to 558*000, according to M. dc Buffon. The 
population is therefore confiderably diminished, 
fince the time of M. Colbert; but as, during the 
laft forty years* the number of births has eon- 
ftantly furpafied that of deaths* our author con¬ 
tends that the population of Paris is now again on 
the increafe* Among other proofs that the popu¬ 
lation of the provinces is likewife on theincreafe, 
he quotes the obfervations of M. Maiffance* 
who, from accurate inquiries in 128 parifhes 
of Auvergne, Lyons, and Rouen, found that 
in the fpace of fixty-two years, the population 
had incrcafed more than 1 nth. The fame 
writer, we are told, confirms the remark of 
M. Malouin, that the months of July, May, 
June, and Auguft are the moft frequent dates 
of conception; and November, March* April* 
{ Vol.V. No. IV. Xx , and 



fcnd O&ober, th6 Icafl fo, in the order in which 
theyiftand. 

Vi, Account of A glacial acid y obtained by dif? 
tilling a mixture of fmoking nitrous acid and povf~ 
dtred charcoal . By M. Cornette.—If a mixture 
, of vitriolic and nitrons acids be poured on char¬ 
coal, and diftilled, there rifes, towards the end 
of the diftillation, a concrete fait, to which M. 
Cornette -gives the name of glacial acid (acide 
glaciale,) and which he fuppofes to be the Vitrio¬ 
lic acid, in a folid form. As this does not hap¬ 
pen when either of the acids is diftilled fepa- 
rately, he fuppofes that the nitrous acid is ef- 
fentially necdfary to its formation. 

vrr. On the Vitriol of Mercury, By the fame* 
—Some cherhifts have aflerted, that if we at- 
tempt to fiiblime vitriol of mercury, this fub- 
ftance will be decompofed inftead of being 
fublimed; and t hat the met al, detached from 
the acid, will come over in the form of running 
mercury. Blit M. Cornette, who has fublimed 
a great quantity of this vitriol, afferts that only 
a very final! portion of the mercury is fepa* 
rated from the acid, and that the mercury, fo 
detached, is not in a fluid ftate, but in. the form 
of & -gray powder. He obferVes alio, that when 
Calx of mercury is employed inftead of fluid 

mercury. 
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mercury, in making the vitriol of mercury, the 
latter will be fublimed entire. 

Viii. On the decompofition of fever al vitriolic 
and nitrous falts with a metallic hafts , by means of 
the marine acid. By the fame. -—The author’s 
View, in this paper, is to examine the a&ion of 
the marine acid on the vitriolic and nitrous falts 
with a metallic bafis. In the preceding volume 
(fee our 4 tb vol. p. 2$,) he had fhewn, that this 
acid decompafes the vitriolic and nitrous falts 
with bafes of fixed and volatile alkali; and he 
now proves that its action is the fame on the 
falts mentioned in the title of the prefent paper. 
This property was already known with regard 
to filver, lead, mercury, and regulus of anti¬ 
mony ; but M. Comette here extends It to 
copper, irpa, sync, and cobalt. 

ix. P/ {he different Salts obtained by Hxiviation 
from the apes of < Tamarifk> procured in dif¬ 
ferent places f By the feme.-It has long 

been obferved, that the afhes of this plant * 
(ffamarifeus Germanic a Linn.) yield no fixed 
alkali, bi*t only a vitriolic faltj but we 
here learn, for the firft time, that this vitriolic 
fait will be almoft entirely Glauber’s fait, if the 
plant grows near the fea; and that in propor* 
lion as the tamarifk grows remote from the fea^ 

1 '' X x 2 this 
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this fait will be more and more a fait of vario¬ 
lated tartar, fo that in very inland fituations it 
will afford no veftige of Glaubers fait. The 
afhes of this plant are ufed for decompofing the 
mother water of faltpetre, and for procuring 
nitre. The place of its growth, therefore, is not 
matter of indifference. On the borders of the 
fea, M. Cornette obferves, it will afford moft 
quadrangular nitre ; while, on the contrary, ip 
inland fituations, it will yield only true fait* 
petre. * ... 

x, Botanico- meteorological obfervations made in 
the Cajlle of Denainvilliers , near Pithiviers , in 
Gatinoij, in the year 1778, by M. Du Hamel, 


II. Memoirs of the Royal Medical Society at Paris , 
vol. III. (continued from ■page 2 53.) 

slN account of the means of obviating , by 
remedies equally Jimple , eajy, and effica ■» 
clous, certain bad effefts of the fmall-pox and 
meafles, which frequently occur when ihofe difprders 
are of a malignant kind. By M. de Laffone.—* 
We have here an account of the efficacy of milk 
ip the diarrhoea which accompanies the fmall* 
£>ox and mealies; and in the former of thefg 

(lifeafes, 
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. difeafes, we are advifed to bathe the eyes with 
rofe water, to prevent the eruption of puftules 
on thofe parts.—9. An ejfay concerning the fat 
of the human body, and its ejfefts ; together with 
an account of the depravities it is liable to, and the 

- .» t 

difeafes thefe may give rife to. By M. Lorry.— 
This elaborate effay, which extends through 
upwards of (ixty pages, is divided into three 
parts. In the firft, the author treats of the fat 
in its natural date; in thefecond, he defcribes 
the difeafes which a vitiated date of this fub- 
ftance may occafiori; and in the third, he con- 
liders the particular depravities to which it is 
liable in different parts of the body. M. Lorry 
lhews that the fat confifts of oily and mucilagi¬ 
nous parts, and that, in young animals, the 
latter is in the greateft proportion. Young per- 
fons, he remarks, lofe and regain their fat 
fooner than old ones; and in the latter the fat 
is yellowilh, very oily, in fmaller quantity, and 
of little confidence.—Our author -takes notice 
of the affinity between the fat and the bile; he 
lhews, that the bile of certain birds is purely 
refinous, and that, in thefe animals, a little of 
any acid mixed with the fat, converts it into a 
refin. He mentions indances of perfons, whofe 
ikin acquires a yellowilh hue after their meals ; 

and 
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and observes, that the flefh of full-fed poultry 
V& yellow and bilious.-r-io. An account of the 
experiments made by M. M. de JuJfeu x de Lcdouette , 
jfeanroy, and Haltt , the committee appointed to af 
ttrtodn the properties and effe&s qf the root of the 
Plumbago guropaa in fa cure of the itch, Mt 
Jdalle.-—The fociety, in 1778, having offered * 
premium for the beft method of curing the itch, 
it wgs adjudged in favour of M» Sumeire, Phylir 
oian at Marignaa, in Provence, The remedy hf 
propofed is a particular preparation of the root 
of the Pkvfago Buropw Lin«. A.U the botanif 
writers who have deferibed this plant, fpeak of 
it as haying an acrid cauftic quality, • It has 
long be,an employed in Province again# tho 
itch-. Qaridfl mentions it in his hiftory of tha 
plants to grpw about Awi hut what he fays 
of its acrimony tends rather to diffuade from 
than to recommend its ufc, as he had feen it 
bring on a general inflammation of the (kin and 
violent fever. A femUr obfervatipn was made 
by Salvages in the Mem. dp l'#cadpmie dtf Jciwu 

for *739? 

14. 3u©eire’s maimer of preparing this reme, 
4y eonhds in pounding two or three good hand¬ 
fuls of the root, and a fmaU handful of cpmjnoa 
(hit, in a marble mortar, and then pouring o» 

thefc , 
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theffc rtigrfediehts at Itaft a pound of boilirlg 
Oil of olives. The whole of this mixture, aftfcf 
it has been well ftirred for three or four mi** 
flutes, is to be put on a piece of linen, and 
when the oil has paired through the lihen, thfc 
foot is to be preficd, and only part of it left in 
the Cloth, which is to be tied in the form of a 
knot j with this khot, after it has beeft well 
foaked in the jit)t oil, we are directed to tub 
the whole furface of the bodf. This frldtlon 
is to be repeated every twelve hours, till the 
difeafe difappears, and we are particularly cau* 
tioned to make the oil very hot each time.-— 
The firft fri&iOh, we are told, generally in- 
• creafes the eruption, blit the third or fourth 
commonly removes the cofbplaiht. This mode 
of treatment, ft feems, Was firft employed by 
s quack, about forty years ago, and is faid to 
be equally efficacious in cafes of tinea. The 
committee, after trying its effects in feveral 
cafes, allow that it ahfwers the character 
given of it, and that it cUfes without any 
internal preparation, and more fpeedily than 
any other known remedy. M. Vicary, Phyfi- 
cian at Avignon, has fince informed the fociety, * 
that the root of the clematis vitalba, employed 
in the feme manner, poftefles fimihr Virtues.-- : 

~ ' xi .On 
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ti. On a new manner of preparing the addfodp}^ 
and. on their ufe in Phyfic. By M. Cornette.—Acid 
foaps are made by combining ally of the mine¬ 
ral acids with oils; but the vitriolic i9 faid to 
mix with them more eafily than any other.— 
The procefs recommended by our author for 
preparing a foap of this kind, confifts in putting 
tour ounces of olive oil into a glafs or marble 
mortar, and pouring on it gradually, and at 
different times, two ounces and a half of con¬ 
centrated vitriolic acid, taking care to keep the 
mixture conftantly flirred, till it has acquired 
a confiderable degree of confidence. M. Cor¬ 
nette obferves, that if the procefs is cautioufly 
and flowlv condu&ed, no heat is generated, nor 
any fulphureous vapour raifed; a proof, he 
thinks, that the oil is not changed by the ope¬ 
ration. The fuperabundant acid may be rfc-: 
moved, we are told, by two means, either, by; 
expofing the mats to a damp air, the mOifture 
of which will be attracted by the acid, or by 
pouring on it boiling diftilled water, as M* 
Achard advifes. When the latter method is 

k 

adopted, the foap liquefies, and floats on the 
furface of the water, which is to be decanted 
when cold, and the fame procefs is to be then 
repeated, if there fljoyld be itill a fuperabiin- 

dance 
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dance of acid. M. Cornctte informs us, that 
foap, thus prepared, becomes white after a cer¬ 
tain time, and that it renders water milky, like 
common foap,*' and diffolves in fpirit of wine. 
When effential oils are employed for this pur- 
pofe, the procefs, we are told, is more difficult, 
on account of the heat that is generated; but 
our author has contrived to obviate this diffi¬ 
culty, by mixing the ingredients in a bath of 
fea fait and powdered ice. Soaps, thus pre¬ 
pared with effential oils, are faid to preferve 
the fmell peculiar to the oil that is employed, 
and are of a brown colour. When they have 
been recently prepared, they are foluble in 
water; but become lefs fo, and in fome degree 
refinous, after a certain time. With regard to 
the medicinal properties of acid foaps, M. 
Cornette informs us, that he has given, with 
fuccefs, the olive oil foap, in a cafe of nephri¬ 
tic cholic, in dofes of four grains twice a day; 
in this inftance, it brought on a copious dis¬ 
charge of urine. He affures us, that fome uri¬ 
nary calculi, after refilling the alkaline, have 
yielded to a courfe of the acid foaps. The au¬ 
thor alfo mentions the good effects of this re- 
medy, in two cafes of fchirrous tumours.—— 
12. On the hydrocephalus internus 9 or dropfy of 
Vol. V. No. IV. Y y the 
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the ventricles of the brain. By M. Oilier, 
Phyfuian at Geneva .——From this memoir 
we learn, that, on an average, twelve or 
thirteen children die annually of this dif- 
cafe at Geneva. The defcription our author 
gives of it is chiefly from 'Whytt; and in 
the cure, he lays great flrefs on the ufc 
of bliflers. He makes no mention of the ufe 
of mercury, adminiflered fo as to excite a fali- 
vation. He has feen fome inftances of reco¬ 
very, which are related; but thefe, and per¬ 
haps we may venture to fay, every other cafe 
of the kind hitherto published, are of a doubt¬ 
ful nature. M. Odier mentions twelve other 
cafes that have occurred to him, in which the 
dileafe proved fatal; and in fuch of thefe as 
were fubmitted to difledtion after death, water 
was found in the ventricles of the brain. One 
of thefe patients was a man, 35 years old, whofe 
fymptoms were fuch as ufually accompany hy¬ 
drocephalus. In this cafe, on difledtion, a large 
loofe hydatid, with a round hole in it, was 
found in the right ventricle.—Among the re¬ 
mote caufes of hydrocephalus, our author enu¬ 
merates eruptive difeafes, fuch as fmall-pox, 
mealies, and fcarlatina. He has four times 

J \ t t 

feen it come on foon after difeafes of this kind. 

, > 1 . . \ # r 

In fome cafes, he has been inclined to think, 
• ' ‘ ’ that 
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that the abufe of vomits might have contri¬ 
buted to bring on the difeafe; but in each of 
thefe inftances there appeared to be fome other 
more probable caufe; thus, in one cafe where 
a vomit had been adminiftered for the chin- 
cough, the patient had juft before had the 
fmall-pox ; and in another inftance, the patient 
had had a fall.— 13. On the vapour baths of 
Ruff:a, confidered as a means of preferving healthy 
and of curing Jeveral difeafes. By Antonio Ri- 
beiro Sanchez, formerly Firjt Phyjician to the Em- 
prefs of RuJJia .—The chief objedt of this eflay 
is to prove that the Ruffian baths furpafs, in 
utility and convenience, thofe of the ancient 
Greeks and Romans, as well as thofe of the 

r 

modern Turks. The author firft gives an hif- 
torical account of the ftru&ure and ufe of baths 
among the ancients, and compares them with 
thofe of modern times. He obferves, that the 
Turkiih baths, fuch as they are eonftrudted in 
London, would be preferable to every other, if 
the air an,d the vapour of the room in which 
the patient fweats, were frequently renewed, as 
in the Ruffian baths. As he has feen baths of 
this kind at London, and alfo at Azoph, when 
that place was taken by the Ruffians in 1736, 
he enters into a particular defeription of them. 

Y y 2 His 




' £ 35 « ] 

His account of the Greek and Roman baths is 
collected chiefly from Vitruvius. The Ruflian 
bath, he obferves, in which every thing is done 
in one apartment, is an epitome of the Roman 
and Turkifli baths, which require four or 
five. 

Of the Ruffian baths, we are told, there are 
two forts, the one public, the other private; 
the latter differs from the former only in having 
a chamber, with beds in it, contiguous to the 
bath. Both are heated by means of a furnace 
in the middle of the bath. The upper part of 
the, furnace is filled with pebbles, which are 
fupported on an iron grate over the fuel, and 
kept conftantly almoft fed hot. Around the 
fides of the bath are feveral benches, riling 
one above the other, like thofe of an amphi¬ 
theatre. When the wood in the furnace is re¬ 
duced to allies, the funnel, through which the 

fmoke paffes, is clofed, and the bath is then 

\ 

heated to a degree which is intolerable to per- 
fons who have not been accuflomed to it from 
their infancy. The bathers lie down naked on 
a ftraw mattrefs, on the firft or fecond bench ✓ 

. * i 

next the furnace ; and by pouring cold water 
on the heated ftones* the bath is inflantly filled 
with a denfe hot vapour. This vapour, which 

may 
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may be augmented or renewed at pleafure, foon 
brings on profufe perfpiration ; and when the 
bather has fweated fufficiently, he is rubbed 
with foap and the branches of the, lime tree, the 
leaves of which are covered with a down. He 
is next waftied with warm water, and laftly 
with cold water ; feveral pailfuls of which are 
poured on his head. They who bathe in. the 
public bathjs, ^inftead of being waftied in the 
bath before they quit it, plunge into fome 
pond or brook, in the open air, or roll them- 
felves in the fnow. They who make ufe of a 
private bath, have feveral pailfuls of cold water 
poured on their heads, and upon leaving the 
bath, go to bed in the room adjoining to it, 
which is moderately heated; and continue there 
till they have done fweating. 

In the Turkilh and Roman baths, our author 
ol}ferves, the vapour firft railed repiains un¬ 
changed, as in thofe there is no communication 
with the external air; while, in the Ruffian baths, 
the vapour is renewed every five or fix minutes. 
In. thef? lad, the moment the perfon who bathes 
things he does not fweat fufficiently, or wants 
freffi air, he orders more water to be poured 
pU: the. heated, ftpnes, and the: vapour inftantly 
. * o . ;• \ :-v ■ t paffes 
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pafles out through two windows, which are 
opened occafionally for this purpofe. 

After deferibing the manner of bathing, our 
author points out the abufes committed by the 
Ruffians in this refpedt. The firft of thefe, we 
'“are told, confifts in their entering the bath too 
foon, that is, when it is filled only with the hot 
and dry fmoke arifing from the affies. This 
abufe, he obferves, is pradtiled chiefly in the 
public baths, and by the lower foFt of people ; 
and as it almoft always occafions more or lefs of 
head-ach, and thirft, to allay which they often 
drink freely of cold water, its effedts cannot 
fail to be injurious to health, and fometimes are 
.even fuddenly fatal. As proofs of this, the 
author mentions two inflanees of perfons at 
Mofcow, who died in the bath, after drinking 
ice water while they were fweating. Some, he 
obferves, are fo imprudent as to bathe imme¬ 
diately after a full meal. This he has found to 
be particularly hurtful to women, and in thefe 
he confiders it as a frequent caufe of irregular 
menftruation, fluor albus, and flerility. Some 
accuftom themfelves to be cupped in the 
bath every month, or fix weeks: this prac¬ 
tice, he obferves, is often pernicious. The 
habit of plunging into cold water, or fnow, he 

thinks, 
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thinks, can be allowable only' in very robuft 
habits ; and he condemns the cuftom of ex- 
poling children, almoft as foon as they are born, 
to the fuffocating heat of a bath, filled with 
fmoke; for it feems, that in Ruifia, as foon as 
a lying-in woman is able to walk, which is ge¬ 
nerally within twenty hours after delivery, Ihe 
is obliged, by eftablifhed cuftom, however in¬ 
clement the feafon may happen to be, to go 
to a bath, where file and her infant undergo 
the ufual procefs of fweating, rubbing, and 
cold bathing. 

Of the efficacy of thefe baths, when properly 
adminiftered, in different difeafes, the author 
feems to entertain a very high opinion, parti¬ 
cularly in the lues venerea, a difeafe to which, 
he thinks, three-fourths of the chronic com¬ 
plaints that prevail in Ruffia owe their origin. 
—14. On the miliary fever which -prevails fre¬ 
quently in different parts of Normandy. By M. 
Varnier.— 15. Account of an aneurifm of the axil¬ 
lary artery. By M. de Horne.—The fubjedt of 
this cafe was a flout, adtive man, fifty years 
old, and extremely irrafcible. About ten years 
before his death, he was unufually agitated by 
a violent fit of paffion; and a few days after 
complained of a puliation of the right fubcla- 
' - vian 
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vlan artery. This feems to have been the be¬ 
ginning of the aneurifm ; which went on flowly 
increaling, and, at the end of about eight years, 
appeared externally forming a tumour of about 
the lize of a walnut. In the courfe of the two* 
fucceeding years, it acquired a prodigious bulk, 
fo as to occupy the whole of that part of the 
thorax which is covered by the great pedtoral 
mufcle, and extending likewife under the axilla 
to the lower coita of the fcapul&. At length, in 
March 1774, two years after the appearance of 
the aneurifmal tumour, the patient died fudden- 
ly, and the tumour inftantly difappeared. The 
dead body was opened by M. Sabatier. The 
aneurifm was found to be of the fubclavian ar¬ 
tery, at that part where it paffes out of the 
thorax, and begins to be diflinguilhed by 
the name of axillary , artery. The fecond 
and third of the true ribs, on which the 
pfeffure of the aneurifm had been moft con- 
liderable, were become fo extremely thin, 
that they had given way, and were found bro¬ 
ken. It was to this fradfcure that the fudden 
and fatal extravafation of blood into the cavity 
of the thorax, which occafioned the patient’s 
death, was owing; the ends of the fractured’ 
bones having lacerated the fac. ' M. de Horne 

, fuppofes 
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fuppofes the effedt of the tumour on the ribs 
to have been purely mechanical, as no appea¬ 
rance of caries could be difcovered. He has 
thought it right to obferve, that at the time 
of the fit of paffion, to which the origin of the 
difeafe was afcribed, the patient was under a 
courfe of mercury. — 16. Inquiries and objerva - 
tions concerning the Efjential Epilepfy, or morbus 

i / 

facer of Hippocrates . By M. Saillant. — This 
writer gives the name of effential epilepfy to that 
fpecies of the difeafe, the feeds of which he fup¬ 
pofes the patient to bring into the world with him. 
This originalpredifpofition, he obferves,maybe 

hereditary, although it may have remained dor- ' 

• 

mant during one or more generations; or it 
may be acquired in utero from the paflions of 
the mind, ftate of the fluids, &c. of the mother 
during pregnancy ; and he quotes examples 
from authors in proof of its having been tranf- 
mitted by the mother, in confequence of frights, 
&c. although fhe herfelf has not been affedted 
with the difeafe. We need hardly point out 
how repugnant thefe quotations are to the pre- 
fent ftate of our knowledge with regard to the 
foetus in utero. M. Saillant allows, that the 
difeafe may be owing to original mal-confor- 
mation of the folids, but he thinks it is more 
Vol. V. No. IV. Z z commonly 
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commonly the effe& of a depraved date of 
. the fluids; and his remarks, therefore, are 
confined chiefly to the difeafe, as arlfing from 
this caufe.—17. On the inconveniences of Stables , 

when badly conjirutted. By Abbe Teffier.- 

18. Hiflorical account of the Epizootic difeafe , 
which prevailed in Picardy in 1779. By M. 
Vicq D’Azyr. — 19. On the Glanders. By M. 
Chabert, DireXor and InfpeXor General of the 
Royal Veterinary School .—In this paper, the au¬ 
thor endeavours to prove, that the glanders is 
a contagious diforderj that it is fporadic, and 
rarely epidemic. The horfe, mule, afs, and 
zebra, are the only animals in which he has 
obferved it.—to. On the irritability of the Lungs. 
By M. Varnier.—21. Reflexions on the intention 
of Nature in the JlruXure of the bones of the Cra • 
mum, peculiar to new-born Children \ being an 
EJfay on the advantages which may be attributed to 
that conformation. By M. Thouret.—rThis wri¬ 
ter fuppofes that the futures not only ferve to 
leffen the bulk of the child’s head, in its paf- 
fage through the pelvis, but that by the equal 
compreffion of the brain, which is the confe- 
quence of this diminution of bulk, they are the 
means alfo of Tendering the child torpid and 
infenfible. —22. Ob/ervations on the phenomena 

which 
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which the urine exhibits in a fate of health. By 
M. Halle.—Phyfiologifts have diftinguifhed the 
urine difcharged immediately after drinking, 
from that which is voided feveral hours after 
a meal. The former, which is awatery faline ex«i 
cretion, that depofits no fediment, they have 
termed urinapotus ; the latter they have ftiled uri- 
nafanguinis ; and it is this to which M. Halle has 
chiefly confined his refearches. The refults of 
his obfervations are, that the fubftances fepa* 
rable from urine by a fpontaneous decompoli* 
tion, are, i. a gelatinous fubftance, or mucus, 
which forms the firft fediment ; 2. a faline 
earthy fubftance; 3. a colouring fubftance;. 
and 4. falts of different kinds.—23. Of the ana - 
lyfts and properties of the various conftituent parts 
of Ipecacuanha. By Meffieurs De LaJJone , junior, 
& Cornette. — From thefe inquiries we learn, 
that the woody part of the root of Ipecacuanha 
is nearly as emetic as that which is feparated 
from it; and that an extract, prepared by in- 
•fufing the powder of this part in cold diftilled 
water, poflefles the fame property, though in 
a milder degree. Thefe writers obferve alfo, 
that the refin and extract prove emetic in the 
fame dofes, viz. of five or fix grains; but that 
the former is generally more purgative than 
■ Z z 2 the 
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the latter.—24. Chemical inquiries concerning the 
procejjes hitherto employed in the preparation of 
Emetic Tartar. By M. Caille.— 25. Obferva- 
tions and refearches on the ufe of the Loadftone in 
Phyjic i being an EJfay on Medical Magnetifm. By 
MeJJieurr Andry and Thouret.—-The firft fifty 
pages of this paper relate to the hiftory of me¬ 
dical magnetifm. From this account we learn, 
that the firft Greek writer who mentions the 
topical ufe of the loadftone, is Aetius, who 

_ 1 

fpeaks of its efficacy in gout and convulfions. 
The Greeks are fuppofed to have borrowed this 
remedy from the Egyptians. Neither Celfus, 
Pliny, or Galen, have written any thing con¬ 
cerning it. Alexander Trallianus afferts, that 
it removes pain, when worn about the neck; 
and' Hali Abbas, according to Zwinger, attri¬ 
butes fimilar properties to it; as does Marcel- 
lus, who pradtifed at Bourdeaux about the year 

33 8 - 1 

Paracelfus, we are told, who often had re- 

courfe to the loadftone in nervous affedtions, 

- entertained an opinion that it adts on the fluid* 

and vifeera ; and Father Kircher relates, that, 

in his time, it was the cuftom in Holland, in 

\ 

cafes of hernia, to make the patient fwallow 
filings of iron, and then to apply to the hernia 

a plaifter. 
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a plaifter, compofed of powdered loadftone, for 
eight days; during which time the patient re¬ 
mained in a proper pofture^ This procefs was 
founded on a fuppofition, that the efforts of 
the iron and magnet to unite, would be fa¬ 
vourable to the reduction of the bernia. About 
the beginning of the laft century, when a tafte 
for experimental philofophy began to difplay 
itfelf, the medicinal properties of the magnet 
were not overlooked. Bonetus mentions a cafe 
of furor uterinus, in which a cure was effedted 
by a loadftone worn at the pit of the ftomach. 
In the German Ephemerides for 1686, We have 
an account of its utility in a cafe of gutta ferena ; 
and in the Mercure de France for 1726, is re¬ 
lated the cafe of a Monk, who, by wearing a 
loadftone, experienced fudden relief in a fpaf- 
modie complaint, to which he had been fub- 
jedt for feveral years. 

The difeovery -of the means of making ar¬ 
tificial magnets, and of giving them a power 
fuperior to natural ones, gave rife to more in¬ 
quiries on the fubjedt. In 1765, Dr. Klarich, 
of Gottingen, afeertained its efficacy in tooth- 
ach, and alfo tried it in pains of the limbs, 
deafnefs, and palfy. In 1767, Dr. Weber com¬ 
municated to the Royal Society of Gottingen, 

v an 
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an account of a painful affection of the eye, in 

a man aged 72, which had been cured in fixteen 
days, by applying a magnet three times a day, 
for the fpace of an hour each time, to the corner 
of the eye. In the fame year, he publilhed 
this and three other cafes at Hanover, in a 
work, entitled, Die wurgkung des kmftlicben 
magnets , &c. The firft of the three additional 
cafes related in this work was a cafe of oph¬ 
thalmia ; the fecond was a cafe of gutta ferena, 
and head-ach ; and the third was a great weak- 
nefs of the right eye. In all of thefe inftances 
a cure was obtained. In 1772, Profeffor Lud¬ 
wig printed a Thefis at Leipfic, entitled, De 
magnetijmo in corpore bttmano , in which feveral 
fadt$ relative to its efficaey in the cure of dif- 
eafes are ftated. In 1774, it obtained addi¬ 
tional reputation, through the means of Father 
Hell, of Vienna, who, having applied himfelf 
to this fubjedt, made fome excellent artificial 
magnets, with which he fucceeded in a variety 
of cafes, chiefly of painful and fpafmodic af¬ 
fections. In thefe inftances, the magnets were 
worn conftantly by the patients for a confiderable 
length of time, at the pit of the ftomach, at 
the wrift, by way of bracelets, or in other 
forms. Father Hell, we are told, preferred a 
round lhape to any other. In France, it feems,' 

the 
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the Abbe le Noble has particularly diftinguiftl- 
ed himfelf by the perfection to which he haf 
brought the artificial magnet, and by his ap¬ 
plication of it to medical purpofes. One of 
thofe which he has made, although it weighs 
only fifteen pounds, fupports a weight of two 
hundred and thirty. In 1777, the Abbe re- 
quefted the Society to try the effects of his 
magnets in difeafes ; and the authors of the 
paper now before us, which is the refult of 
their enquiries, were appointed to make expe¬ 
riments on the fubjedt.—Before they relate the 
cafes in which they have tried the loadftone, 
they defcribe the methods of applying it.— 
The moft common, which is what the Abbe 
calls the application en armure, confifts in ap¬ 
plying fraall bars of artificial magnet, of about 
an inch long, four tenths of an inch broad, and 
one and a half tenth of an inch thick, to diffe¬ 
rent parts of the body, in the lhape of brace¬ 
lets, garters, necklace, bandage round the 
head or waifi, &c. The bracelets are formed 
of five of thefe bars; the garters of twelve, 
and the necklaces of ten. They are all of 
them covered with black velvet, and fecured 
by means of ribbands. Inftead of thefe bars, 
magnetic plates (des plaques aimantces) are 

fometimes 
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fometimes applied naked to the {kin, and their 
fhape is adapted to the part of the body on 

which they are placed. 

The firft cafe in which our authors tried the 
effects of magnetifm, has been in part related 
in the firft volume of the Memoirs of the So¬ 
ciety (See our 3 d vol. p. 158)* ca ^ e > 

we are told, the pain has continued to return 
at times, with more or lefs violence, but is con- 
ftantly alleviated by the application of a load- 
ftone. Several other inftances are added of its 
effects in tooth-ach, rheumatifm, cramps, pal¬ 
pitations, and epilepfy ; but in all of thefe 
•complaints its effe&s feem to have been only 
palliative. The refults of the inquiry, how¬ 
ever, as given by the authors, are, 1. that 
the loadftone poffcfl'es a falutary property; 
2. that this property is independent of its 
coldnefs, weight, or metallic properties ; 3. 
that it feems to aft on the nerves, but has no 
apparent influence on the fibres, fluids, Qr vif- 
cera; 4. that it may be ranked among the an- 

tifpafmodics.-26. Ob/ervations on the proper* 

ties of the Bark of a Tree, known at Madagajcar 
. by the name of Bela-Aye. By M. Sonnerat.-— 
We have already had occafion to mention this 

bark (fee vol. III.*. 4 * 0 - Our' author, who 

brought 
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brought a confidcrable quantity of it from 
Madagafcar, was not able to procure either the 
flower or the fruit of the tree that produces it. 
Adminiflered twice a day, in dofes of twenty- 
four grains, it is faid to have cured a chronic 
diarrhoea, which had reflfted a variety of re¬ 
medies for the fpace of fix years. 


III. A Method of 'preventing or diminijhing Vain % 
in feveral Operations of Surgery. By James 
Moore, Member of the Surgeons Company of 
London . 8vo. Cadell, London t 1784. 50 

pages, with a coppcr-plate. 

I T is very properly obferved by the ingeni¬ 
ous writer of the work now before us, that 
the molt eflential improvements that can be 
made in furgery, are unquefiionably thofe 
which render operations fafcr, and diminifh the 
danger of the patient’s life. But what can di- 
minifh the acutenefs of the pain without in- 
creafing the danger, is alfo an improvement 
very much to be wifiled. 

The common uneafy fenfation which is in¬ 
cluded in the general term of pain, is indeed 
of little confequence. But when people con- 
Vql. V; No. IV. A a a fider 
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fider the degree of pain given by fome furgical 
operations, they muft acknowledge, that to 
diminilh or prevent a few minutes of Juch pain, 
is an objedt highly defirable, both to the pa¬ 
tient and furgeon. Reflections of this kind 
ftruck our author, it feems, very early after 
he began to ftudy his profeflion, and he 
made various experiments without fuccefs, ip 
fearch of fomething which might mitigate the 
violence of the pain in furgical operations. Of 
late he refumed the fubjedt, and reflecting on 
the nature of the nerves, and on fome fadte 
concerning them, he was led to amidea, which 
he flatters himfelf. Will go a confiderable way 
to the accomplilhing the objedt he had in 
view. 

The firft thought that occurred to him was, 
that, to cut the trunk of a nerve going to a 
limb, might be done with little pain, and enable 
us to perform the amputation with no pain at 
all. But a very little refledtion convinced him 
that this was impradtiqable. 

He then thought his end might poflibly be 
accompliflied by comprcffion ; and was encou¬ 
raged in this idea, by having often felt that 
fenfation, which proceeds from comprefling the 
fciatic nerve by fitting in a particular pofition. 

It 
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It occurred to him at the fame time, that the 

compreffion of the nerve might be made moft 
effe&ually by means of a tourniquet. 

Of the experiments Mr. Moore firft made 
for this purpofe, on his own perfon, the re- 
fult was not fuch as he expected; a ftrong 
compreffion of the fciatic nerve, juft as it 
paffes pver the lower edge of the ifehium, ha¬ 
ving failed to deprive his leg and foot of their 
fenlibility. This failure, as he afterwards dif- 
covered, was owing to the preffure not being 
continued during a fufficient length of time; 
for in a fubfequent experiment, when the tour¬ 
niquet remained on fourteen minutes, his foot 
was quite numbed ; and in half an hour his 
foot, leg, and the outfide of his thigh, were fo 
perfectly infenlible, that when he pricked them 
with pins, he felt nothing. Still, however, 
part of the infide of his thigh and leg retained 
lome degree of feeling. This he aferibed to 
his not having compreffed the crural and ob¬ 
turator nerves. He now ilackcned the tourni 
quet, and in a few minutes fenfation, and the 
power of motion, returned to his limb. 

He now caufed a bandage to be made with 
two thick compreffes, one of which was placed 
ctn the crural and obturator nerves, and the 
* " ' A a a 2 other 
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other on the fciatic, at the upper part of the 
thigh. A tourniquet was applied and tighten-r 
ed, and in half an hour he had not the leaft 
feeling, upon pricking any part of his limb. 

Mr. Moore acknowledges, that an uneafy 
fenfation is produced by the compreflion, but* 
how infinitely inferior' this is to the pain of am¬ 
putations, he thinks may be conceived from 
his having borne it eafily for fo long a period. 

As the total ftoppage of the circulation for 
fo long a time as is neceffary to render the limb 
completely infenfible, may be confidered as an 
objection to the ufe of a tourniquet, he has 
contrived an inftrument, formed of a cutved 
piece of iron, covered with leather, and of 
fufficient capacity to contain the thigh within 
its curve. At one end of this inftrument, is a 
firm comprefs of leather, which is to be placed 
on the fciatic nerve. A ferew paffes through a 
tube at the other extremity of the inftrument, 
and terminates in an oval comprefs, which is 
to be placed on the crural nerve. By this in¬ 
ftrument the compreffion is confined to two 
points, which are nearly oppofite to each other. 
All the reft of the limb is left free and un-> 
comprefied. An engraving is given of the 
compreflor applied to the thigh, and likewife 

* of 
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of a fmallcr one fuited to the arm. The latter 
is diredted to be applied to the plexus in the 
axilla, clofe to the humeral artery. 

Mr. Moore very candidly allows, that in am¬ 
putations of the lower limbs above the knee, 
the compreffor will not be able to diminilh the 
pain in fuch a degree, as when the operation is 
to be performed below the knee ; which is 
owing, he oblerves, to fome branches of the 
lumbar nerves, to the obturator nerve, and to 
branches which the fciatic and crural nerves fend 
off before they reach the thigh, not being com-; 
preffed by the inftrument. This defedl, he 
thinks, may be fupplied by applying a commog 
tourniquet, and keeping it tight for fifteen or 
twenty minutes before the operation. 

Our author gives a very accurate account of 
a cafe of amputation below the knee, in St. 
George’s hofpital, in which, by the favour of 
Mr. Hunter, he had an opportunity of trying 
the effedt of his inftrument. This experiment, 
which had all the fuccefs he expedted, though 
far from being decifive, will, he thinks, be 
fufficient to excite a very thorough inveftigation 
of the fubjedt. 

x. It feems right to obferve, however, that in 
this cafe a grain of opium tvas given-to the pa¬ 
tient 



« 


[ 374 3 

tient about a quarter of an hour before the 
operation, with a view, as we are told, to di- 
minilh the {marting of the wound after it.-r- 
Much ftrefs, perhaps, cannot be laid on fo 
imall a dofe of opium, even by thofe who may 
be moil difpofed to doubt of the efficacy of the 
author’s invention ; but the experiment would 
certainly have been more fatisfa&ory without 
it. ' . 

In the courfe of his pamphlet, Mr. Moore 
points out the advantages that may be expedted 
to refult from his invention, and attempts tp 
obviate fuch objedtions as he thinks may be 
brought againft it; but for thefe, and other 
particulars, we muft refer our readers to the 
work itfelf. 


».. 

IV. Obfervations on Ptifons; and on the uje of 
Mercury in the cure of obflinate Dyfenteries. By 
Thomas Houlfton, M. D. Phyfician to the 
Liverpool Infirmary, and Honorary Member of 
the Literary and Philofcfhical Society of Man- 
. chefier . 8vo. Baldwin, London, 1784. 7z 
pages, is. 



HE obfervations on mineral poifons—the 
cafe of a boy poifoned by the roots of 

the 
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the hemlock drop wort; *—the directions for 
giving a distance to performs dying from drink- 
ing Spirits—and the obfervations on canine mad 
nefs, which form the moft considerable part of 
this little work, have already appeared in dif¬ 
ferent periodical publications, and are here 
collected and re-printed, with an Introduction, 
in which the author gives a fummary but judi¬ 
cious account of the leveral poifons, and of the 
means of counteracting their effeCts. An en¬ 
graving is added of the Bunium-bulbocajtanutn 
and Oenantbe-crocata. 

The papers on poifons are followed by a 
very interesting account, not before published, 
of the good effeCts produced by mercurials in 
three cafes of obftinate dyfentery, which feemec! 
to depend on a difeafe of the liver. 

The fubjeCt of the firlt of thefe cafes was a 

♦ * 

feaman, who had been two years on the coaft of 
Africa, where he had an intermittent fever of long 
duration, and who was admitted into the Liver¬ 
pool infirmary for the cure of a dyfentery, 
which he had laboured under for two years.— 
He was a ftout-made man, about fifty-eight 
years of age, but had a very fallow complexion, 
and a prominent belly, the region of the liver 
. being enlarged, and, on preffure, painful. 

^ Seethe id rol. of this Journal, page 40. 
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peated. For fome days he was no better, and, 
being rather feverilh, the mercury was omitted 
for a week, and then refumed, by which means 
a ptyalifm was produced* He was then very 
eafy in his belly, his loofenefs was almoft flop¬ 
ped, and he faid himfelf he was much better 
than ever he had been fince the beginning of 
his illnefs. The mercurials, after a little ref* 
pite, were continued fome time longer, and 
he was then difeharged perfectly well, and fo 
remained. 

The fecond patient was likewife a mariner, 
28 years old, of a fallow, bilious complexion* 
who had pafTed much of his life in hot cli¬ 
mates, and who was admitted into the infirmary 
Sept. 23, 1779, for a dyfentery of fix years 
flanding. As this man had been in different 
hofpitals in London and other places. Dr. 
Houlflon thought it unneceffary to attempt to 
fucceed in his cure by the ufual remedies, and 
therefore determined to try the effedt of mer¬ 
curials* 

The patient was diredled to rub in half a 
drachm of flrong mercurial ointment every 
other evening; which he continued to do till 
Odlober 9, when a ptyalifm was produced, 
which continued in a confiderable degree ten 
Vol.V. No. IV. B b b or 
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or twelve days. During this time he took only 
the Deco&um Album, and Caflile Soap. Iit 
three days after the fpitting began, his flux’ 
flopped, and his flools, of which he had not 
more than one or two in twenty-four hours, 
were natural, and without any griping. He 
had, however, a very acute hcad-ach, which 
gradually went off, and by the end of the 
month he could, without inconvenience, eat 
broths, and other things, which before this 
time ufed to render his complaint violent. 

Still, however, the purging returned at times- 
foon after, though not with the former violence* 
At his own requefl, therefore, he began again 
"frith the inundlions, Nov.- 25, which excited 
ialivation in lefs than a fortnight, and feemed 
to have carried off the complaint; but as the 
flomach and inteflines were greatly debilitated^ 
©ur author gave him, at different times, the 
fal martis, bark, and other affringents* To¬ 
wards the end of January, 1780, he was at¬ 
tacked with a rheumatic complaint, which he 
ablcribcd to cold from changing his room, but 
which yielded foon to the Decodum Guaici. 
About the middle of February, he Was attacked 
with a flight tertian ague, to which he had 
been fubjed before, but which went off in a 

1 few 



few days. In the beginning of March he was 
free from both, and having fignified a defire of 
going to fea, was difcharged from the infii> 
mary. ' . ' 

The account he then gave of himfelf was as 
follows ; “ Of flools he had two or three in twen¬ 
ty-four hours, eafy and natural, fomctimes more 
icoftive than he wifhed, qn account of his hoe- 
morrhoids, Perhaps once in a fortnight, he 
had a purging, which continued about twenty.- 
four hours. His appetite was poor, but what 
he eat, (in which he was not very cautious) fat 
.cafier upon his ftomach, and agreed better with 
him, than it had ufed to do, and his health 
*and ftrength were much better than at any time 
fince his diforder began.” 

The third patient was a German failor, 2£ 
years of age, who was admitted into the Liver¬ 
pool infirmary for a dyfentery, which began 
during his pafiage from Jamaica, and had con¬ 
tinued about three months. In this cafe, our 
author, after having tried a variety of evacuant 
and aftringent piedicijnes for three months, 
with but very little advantage, and that not 
permanent, had recourfe to a mercurial courfe. 
Half a drachm of the ftrongefi: mercurial ©int_- 
rr>ei)t was rubbed in every night for a month, 
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when it was difcontinued, on account of a ter¬ 
tian ague, which yielded to^ an emetic before 
the cold fit, and an opiate in the beginning of 
the hot one. No falivation had taken place, 
but his {tools were regular*, without pain or 
blood, and not more than two in. twenty-four 
hours; lb that he left the infirmary, and re- , 
turned to his ufual employment feemingly in 
perfedt health. 

Thefe are the only cafes, of which pur au¬ 
thor has preferved the particulars; but, it feems, 
that in feveral other cafes of a finiilar nature, 

1 I 4 , S 

he has found the fajne mode of treatment 
equally fuccefsful. ' ! , 

•Towards the conclufion of his work. Dr- 
Houlfton offers fome remarks on the dry vo¬ 
mit, recommended by the late Dr. Maryatt, 
which is a compofition of equal parts of emetic 
tartar and blue vitriol. The dofe of this mix¬ 
ture, cpmjmonly -given, is five grains, on an 
pmpty fton^ach, in about half a table fpoonful 
of water. Dr. Houlfton has given it in a va¬ 
riety of cafes, and it has a<fted fo mildly, that 
he fcarcely recplle&s an inftance where it has 
been complained of as too violent; but he has 
met with feveral wherein five grains were not 
Sufficient to produce any effect, and where he 

has 
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has found it neceffary to increafe the dofe t«> 
feven or eight grains. The reafon, he obferves, 
why the compound a€te more mildly than one 
of the ingredients would do alone* ,is not eafy 
to afcertain. But it is fufficient, he adds, for 
medical purpofes to know, that it is not only 
a fafe but even a mild vomit; and he thinks, 
that in cafes where we wifh to evacuate bile, or 
to give a ftimulus to the whole fyflem, from 
the a&ion of vomiting, the dry yomit will an¬ 
swer the fame purpofe as fea ficknefs. 

Dr. Houlfton takes occafion to give his tefti- 
mony in favour of the method of cure recom¬ 
mended by Dr. Lind, ip cafes of intermittents, 
viz. the giving a vomit ain hopr before the cold 
fit, and a fufficient dofe of Tindt. Thebaic, half 
an hour, after the hot fit commences. In njany 
intermittents of long continuance, both t.ertians 
and quartans, our author has known this me¬ 
thod put a flop to the difeafe' the very firfi: 
time it was made ufe of. But although this 
will often not be the cafe, and it will be necef¬ 
fary to repeat the Tin<ft. Thebaic, on each ac- 
(jeffion of the hot fit, and to increafe the dofe 
of it, yet the great relief and the gradual cfi- 
minution it occafions in the ftrength of the fits, 
are, he obferves, ftrong inducements tq perfe- 

vere 
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vere in the ufe of the remedy, till the difeafe 
is compleatly removed. This mode of treat* 
ment, it feem$, has in general been fo fuccefsr 
ful in the hands of our author, that he has 
very rarely had pccafion to recur to the bark 
, for the cure of agues, though he fometimes 
gives it after the complaint is removed, with 4 
view to ftrengthen the habit, ' . 


V. ConfpeRus Medicine "Theoretica. Ad ufum Ac#? 
demicum. AuTiore Jacobo Gregory, M. D. 
Med. "Theoretic, in Acad. Edin. Prof. Col. Reg. 
Med. Edin'. Sop. Societ. R(g. Med. Edin t 
r Sod. 'Honor, et Societ. Philof. Edin. Sod. 
Ejufdemque a fecretis, Editio altera auTlior et 
Emendation. 8vp. Creech, Edinburgh , 2 
vols. 

rp HI S work is intended as a text-book for 
Jl the author’s le&ures. In the former edh 
tfon. Dr. Gregory confined himfelf to Phyfior 
logy and Pathology; which he combined in 
fuch a manner, that after deferibins: the nature 
and ufes of any particular organ or part of the 
body, he proceeded to treat of its difeafes. The 
fame judicious arrangement is obferved in the 

prefent 
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pirefefit edition; but this part of his work isf 
Confiderably enlarged and improved, and he 
has now added a fecond part, de Therapeia , 
which fills almoft the whole of the fecond vo* 
lume; fo that the work, in its prefent form, 
whether we confider the value of the materials 
of which it is compofed, or the clear and ele¬ 
gant ftyle in which it is written, cannot be too 
warmly recommended to the notice of the me¬ 
dical ftudent. 

In a preface, which extends through the 
firft 70 pages, the learned author treats of 
medical theory in general, and gives a concife 
but interefting account of the principal fe<fts 
that have prevailed in Phyfic. In this part of 
his work he introduces a lively, but, we fear, 
too true a picture of the uncouth and barbarous 
ftyle that diftinguilhes too many of the pfeudo- 
latin writers, as he calls them, of the prefent 
age ; and at the fame time he takes occafion to 
point out the difadvantages refulting to medi¬ 
cal fcience from the prefent too general difufe 
of the Latin language,-the cultivation of which 
he recommends with great earneftncls to his 
readers. His obfervations on this head are 
certainly well founded ; yet we are perfuaded 
that the ingenious author, by permitting his 

work 



work to appear in an Englilh drefs, will render 
it much more extensively ufeful, than, it ca£ 
otherwife be, in this country; 
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VI. An Inquiry into the prefent State of Medical 

Surgery ; including the analogy betwixt external 
and internal diforders •, and the infeparability of 
thefe branches of the fame profejfton . By Tho¬ 
mas Kirkland, M. D. Member of. the Royal 
Medical Society at Edinburgh . Vol. I. 8vo. 
Dodfley- London. 500 pages. 

I N this inquiry into the prefent ftate of rile- 
„ dical furgery, the profeffed; aim of Dr. 
Kirklahd is to encourage the ftudy of a branch 
of the profeffion which he thinks has hitherto 
not been duly attended toby modern writers. 

An Effay on the infeparability of the different 
branches of phytic is prefixed to the work, by 
way of introduction ; and this is followed by a 
diffcrtation on the brain and nerves, and ano¬ 
ther on the fympathy of the nerves, prefixed 
to the author Is treatilc on the child-bed fever, 
and here re-printed, with additions ; after 
which he treats of irritability in general; of 

the 
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the pulfe; and of the nature and cure of fe¬ 
vers. His obfervations on the laft of thefe 
fubjetts are comprifed in a fhort practical ab- 
ftraft of a work he formerly publifhed, on 
fevers. 

\ * 

The remainder of the volume confiffo of a 

treatife on inflammation, and its confequences. 

Dr. Kirkland begins this part of his work 
with remarks on inflammation in general; af¬ 
ter which he confiders the manner in which 
nature herfelf terminates different kinds of' in¬ 
flammation, and then proceeds to treat, in the 
following order, of a Ample inflammation of 
the fkin—eryfipelas in general, and its varieties 
—cure of eryfipelas—local eryfipelas—critical 
eryfipelata, including thole occafioned by con¬ 
tagious miaimata—inflammatory and nervous 
rheumatifm—phlcgmonoide rheumatifm—gout 
—inflammatory oedema—and laftly, ophthal- 

*, • - t w 

mia. 

Of the plan and merits of this performmnce, 
as a fyftematic work, no precife idea can be 
formed, till the whole is publifhed. Whether 
it is to be completed in one or more volumes, 
the author has omitted to inform us. 

To the author’s opinion concerning the in- 
feparability of the different branches of phyfic, 
' Vol. V. No. IV-. C c c as 



as well as to fome points of theory in the pre~ 
fent volume, objections might, perhaps, with 
good reafon be made; but fuch objections 
would appear trifling to the practical reader, 
who will find interfperfed through the volume 
a great number of valuable obfervations, fuch 
as might be expeCted from the abilities and ex¬ 
perience of the ingenious and refpeCtable au¬ 
thor. 

In treating of eryfipelata, occafipned by con¬ 
tagious miafmata, he introduces fome very 
valuable obfervations on the Jcarlatina anginofa , 
which prevailed in 1779, and has been lb well 
deferibed by the learned Dr, Withering of Bir¬ 
mingham. 

Under the head of inflammatory rheumatifm, 
he mentions a remarkable inftance of the good 
effeCts of purging in that difeafe. 

As a proof that the gout is hereditary, he 
mentions his having feen it inherited by a 
common labourer, who was the natural fon of 
a gentleman. 

Dr. Kirkland is of opinion, that all the pre¬ 
parations of mercury are decompofed in the 
prima via ; and that giving fmall dofes of this 
remedy adds to its efficacy, becaufe a grain of 
quickfilver, he obferves, taken twice a day, 
very often affeCts the teeth, if not prevented. 
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in a very fhort time; whereas a large quantity 

paffes off fometimes without any remark¬ 
able effed:. As an inftance of this, he men¬ 
tions the cafe of a boy, who fwallowed three 
pounds of quickfilver, by miftake, with his 
milk-porridge. The boy’s- matter, who was a 
barometer-maker, kept the boy at home, and 
provided conveniences for colleding his eva¬ 
cuations, in which he expeded the quickfilver 
to appear : but in this he was miftaken, for a 
blueifh fmut only, which feemed to come from 
every part of his body, appeared on the lheets, 
and he never experienced any particular fenfations 
from this enormous dofe of mercury. 


SECTION II. 

Essays and Observations. 

f 

I. Cafe of a Stone of the Bladder. Communicated 
in a letter to Dr. Simmons, F. R. S. bv Ben- 
jamin Chandler, M. D. Phyfician at Canter¬ 
bury, and Extra-Licentiate of the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Phyftcians, London , , 

\ 

f^r^HE following particulars concerning a 
JL patient of mine, Mr. Charles Noble, who 
died the other day in this city, are very much 
* Ccc 2 ,at 
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at your fervice, if you think they merit a place 
in the London Medical Journal. His body 
was opened in my prefence, and the larged 
done taken out of his bladder, that I can re¬ 
coiled: ever to have feen or heard of. It filled 
the whole pelvis, and the bladder was fo thick*- 
ened in its coats, and its veflels fo diftended, 
that at fird fight it refembled a uterus.- The 
done, which was no where attached, was of a 
deprefled oval figure, with the fmallefl end 
downwards, tolerably regular in its fhape, very 
compad, and weighed feventeen ounces, aver- 
dupoife. It meafures twelve inches in circum¬ 
ference ; is two inches thick at its broadeft end, 
and two and a half at the narrowed, towards 
the neck of the bladder. From the fmaller ex¬ 
tremity was broken off a fmall fragment, which 
had partly funk into the beginning of the ure¬ 
thra, and with a- quantity of gritty fand, which 
feemed to have been detached with it, would 
have weighed about half an ounce more, if we 
had been curious in colleding it. 

Mr. Noble began to feel fymptoms of the 
done about twenty /ears fince, and being a 
man of uncommon refolution, took, in luccef- 
fion, all the lithontriptics, that have acquired 
any charade*, with the utmod perfeverance* 

During 


/ 
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During the laft five years of his life, however, 
every medicine of that fort had been laid afide, 
and my foie objeCt was to keep him as eafy as, 
under fuch circumftances, he could be ; and 
in this I fucceeded fo far, by means of a very 
abfk-mious and blana diet, and by keeping his 
bowels lax, as to enable him to enjoy the com¬ 
pany- of his friends over a game of quadrille 
every evening, during the winter, and to walk 
about our rugged flreets this fummer. 

For k verai weeks before he died, he was 
in conftant pain, notwithftanding a liberal ufe 
of opiates, and I conjecture that the breaking 
off of the fragment,-was the caufe that I could 
never get him eafy again, as I had done before. 
But I believe the immediate caufe of his death 
was the burfting of a vomica; the foundation 
of which was laid in a pneumonia laft autumn, 

Canterbury, 

September 16 , 1784 . 


II. An account of a remarkable fpafmodic affe&lion. 
Communicated in two letters to Dr. Simmons, 

h 
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by Mr . William Hulke, Surgeon at Deal , in 
Kent . 

✓ 

M B. a maiden lady, aged 40, of a healthy 
• complexion, in the beginning of the 
year 1782, began to be troubled with a lingular 
complaint, which Ihe defcribed in the follow¬ 
ing manner : Every night, foon after Ihe had 
fallen afleep in bed, Ihe was fuddenly awakened, 
ihe faid, by a fenfation of cold and numbnefs 
in the outer fide of her right foot, which numb¬ 
nefs gradually extended up her leg and thigh 
to her flomach, unlefs Ihe prevented- it, by 
riling from her bed inftantly, and placing her 
foot on the floor ; as Ihe always found that this 
gave her relief, and prevented the progrefs of 
the diforder to her flomach. Suppoling her 
complaint to be the cramp, Ihe took no notice 
of it, till after a lit of'the gout, which at¬ 
tacked her in both feet, in March 1783, and 
lalted hear three months, during which time 
{he pafled her nights comfortably ; but when 
the gouty paroxyfm went off, her former com¬ 
plaint returned with increafed violence, and 
obliged her to have recourle to medicine. All 
the remedies ufually given in nervous cafes 
were tried, and, among others (by the advice 

ef 
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of a neighbouring phyfician) the application 
of blifters to the leg and foot, but without mi¬ 
tigating the complaint in the flighteft degree. 
The numbnefs and ftoppage of circulation (as 
fhe exprefles it) • fpread now with great quick- 
nefs from the foot upwards, and, if not 
timely prevented from reaching the flomach, 
impede refpiration, and bring on flight fpafms. 
To prevent or remove this degree of the pa- 
roxyfm, a perfon is conflantly with her, that 
fhe may, as loon as fhe is attacked, be got out 
of bed, and place her foot on the floor, as 
this alone gives her immediate relief. She 
was once affe&ed in the day-time, when flie 
had fallen afleep in her chair. During each 
paroxyfm, fhe fweats violently ; and when the 
fit has been fevere, conflantly throws up a 
quantity of taflelefs, vifeid phlegm. Her 
menfes have hitherto been regular; her ap¬ 
petite is good, and till attacked with this 
diforder, fhe enjoyed an uninterrupted flatc of 
good health. 

J Deal, 

Sept , x6, 17*4* 


To the account of the cafe I communicated 
to you in September laft, I now beg leave to 

add. 



$dd, that the patient, after trying a variety of 
remedies, without fuc<;efs, has lately applied 
to an Empiric, who happened to be in this part 
of the world. He has given her fome foetid 
pills, which (he takes at night; an emetic 
mixture, which (he tak^s in the morning, and 
an ointment with which (he rubs her foot.— 
This method (whether from the force of ima¬ 
gination or not, I will not pretend to deter¬ 
mine) has relieved her; her paroxyfms being 
now both more flight and lefs frequent than 
before. 

Deal, 

Ifov. 11 , 1784 . ' 


III. Cafe of a Fijiula in Ano , cured by means of a 
Cauflic. Communicated in a letter to Dr. 
Simmons, by Mr. P. Dillon, late Surgeon of 
the 10 $tb Regiment of Foot. 


A SOLDIER’s wife, belonging to the 
late 105th regiment, applied to me on 
account of a difcharge, which had originated 
in the laft month of pregnancy,.and which, 
through motives of delicacy, (he had kept to 
herfelf, for the fpace of feven months* till her 

health 



health was fo affedted, that fhe thought herfelf 
in danger of dying. She informed me, that 
large quantities of matter came away with her 
ftools; and on examination, I found three large 
openings on the right fide of the anus, about 
an inch from the fphindter, which difcharged a 
great deal of matter; a fmall quantity of pus 
was alfo to be feen about the extremity of the 
redtum, which convinced me that the three 
openings communicated with the inteftine.— 
On introducing a probe into the central open¬ 
ing, I found that it reached a confiderable way; 
but no communication with the redtum could 
be perceived by the whole length of my fore 
finger; though on injedting milk and water 
into the abfcefs, I found that it came out at the 
anus. I alfo found that the two lateral open¬ 
ings tended towards the central one; and on 
introducing three probes, one into each open¬ 
ing, I found that they communicated with 
each other, about two inches and a half below 
the furface, in a right line with the redtum. 

In making an incifion to this depth, fueh an 
haemorrhage enfued, as induced fyncope; but 
in about ten minutes after the bleeding was 
flopped, the patient’s breathing and pulfe be¬ 
gan to return. After drefiing the wound, I 
Vol. V. No. IV. D d d gave 
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gave her a faline draught, with a few drops of 

Thebaic Tin&urc, and fhe reded well that 
night. In two days after the operation, I 
opened the wound, and found the anterior 
abfcefs in a date of inflammation, and going on 
as well as I could expeft, no difcharge coming 
from the poderior abfcefs, which I think pro¬ 
ceeded from the general inflammation excited 
in the parts. 

Previous to the operation, an emollient clyf- - 
ter had been adminidered; and after the ope¬ 
ration, the patient continued to be pretty free 
5n her body, took the bark largely, and went 
on well, t'^11 about the eighth day, when the 
difcharge began to be profufe again from the 
poderior abfcefs. 

I now introduced a peflary into the redhim, 
and found the communication between it and 
. the poderior abfcefs about two inches deeper 
than the poderior, part of the wound already 
made. The apprehenfion of wounding a fe- 
cond time any confiderable branches of an artery, 
deterred me from making any farther ufe of 
the knife ; but as the poor woman was finking 
under the violence of the difcharge, I deter¬ 
mined to attempt a cure, by dedroying the 
texture of the part. For this purpofe, I intro-. 

duced 
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duced a cauftic bougie into the wound, and 
fuffered it tp remain there an hour, during 
which time the patient was in violent pain. 
On withdrawing it, I was in hopes that ehoiigh, 
though not more than I wished, of the parti 
was deftroyed. The wound was drefled lightly, 
and an inflammation enfued in the abdomen, 
attended with flight fpafms; but thefe were left 
violent than I expedted, and were removed by 
a few anodyne draughts. 

At the end of three days, an inflammation 
appeared round the edges of the Hough, which 
feparated entirely in feven or eight days after, 
and granulations began to form from the edge* 
towards the center of the wound, which, in the 
courfe of twenty days, entirely filled it up. 
The external openings remained longer than I 
could have expedted; but the patient perfe- 
vcring in the ufe of the bark, very foon began 
to recover her ftrength, and in the courfe of 
fix weeks the wound was completely healed.— 
She continues well, and feems to be in no dan¬ 
ger of a return of her complaint. 

The fuccefs that attended this method of 

• / 

cure in the above cafe, and the probability 
there is of its fucceeding in other cafes of the 
fame kind, which have hitherto been deemed. 

* Ddd 2 ' incurable. 
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incurable, and under which we have feen fo 
many patients fink, will, I hope, recommend 
it to the notice of practitioners. I think, that 
in fuch cafes, the Surgeon ftiould never carry 
his knife fo far, as to rifque either the patient's 
life or his own character; and that in deeply- 
feated fiftulae (and fuch only) the cure by cauf- 
tic may be attempted with a much greater 
chance of fuccefs. 

• « 

Edinburgh , 

September 14 , 17 * 4 *' 


IV. Cafe of an extra Uterine Fcetus. By Mr. 
Cammel, Surgeon at Bungay, in Suffolk. Com¬ 
municated to Dr. Simmons by Dr. Denman. 

M S. a healthy woman, about thirty-five 
• years of age, had been married feveral 
years, but had never reafon to'fufpeCt herfelf 
pregnant. In the % beginning of May, 1782, 
{he had a profufe menftrual difcharge, which 
continued for fourteen fucceffive weeks, but 
from the time of its ceflation, ftie did not 
menftruate for fix months. 

In the month of October following, I faw 
her for the firft time, and was informed that 

■» foe 
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fhe had been frequently liable to a painful fup- 
preflion of urine, for the relief of which it had 
often been neceflary to introduce the catheter. 
On examination, I could readily diftinguifh a 
tumour of a confiderable fize, between the 
•vagina and return , and the os uteri turned up¬ 
wards and forwards towards the pubes. I im¬ 
mediately concluded fhe was with child, and 
that the uterus was retro'verted. It was agreed 
that nothing fhould be done, except it lhould 
be neceflary to draw off the urine with the ca¬ 
theter, or to obviate any troublefome fympftom 
which might arife. On the following day, I 
returned to London, and did not fee the patient 
again before June 1783, when ihe told me the 
fuppreflion of urine had not returned fince the 
time of my firfl vifiting her, but that fhe had 
continually increafed in fize; and fhe was now 
as big as women ufually are in the eighth month 
of pregnancy. I was permitted to make another 
examination, and found the tumour between the 
vagina and reftum. The os uteri was prefled low 
into the vagina , but the cervix was of the length 
and in the ftate it is in when women are not 
with child. She^alfo informed me that fhe had 
menftruated regularly fince the beginning of 
February, and as I perceived the abdomen to be 
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leading to the right fide of the pehvis, where 
the aperture was moft obvious, and where I 
difeovered many other fmall bones, which I 
then fufpeCted muft have been thofe of an extra- 
uterine foetus. With a pair of forceps ufed in 
lithotomy, thefe were extracted; but the bones 
of the head being too large, I twsoke them in 
pieces, before I attempted to extract them. In 
two hours, 1 had removed all the bones, except 
one ©f the parietal, which was fo firmly em¬ 
braced, as to render the extraction very diffi¬ 
cult. As fhe was very much fatigued with 
what was already done, I waited two days be¬ 
fore I took away this bone. Nothing farther 
remarkable happened after the operation, ex¬ 
cept that a large quantity of mucous water was 
difeharged with .the ftools ; but this in a fhort 
time decreafed, and then ceafed entirely.— 
Within a fhort time, the diarrhoea and fever 
abated, and in about fix weeks fhe was able to 
return to her ufual employment,, and . is now 
perfectly well. 


V. A Jhort Hijlory of three Cafes of Women , <wba 
were inoculated for the Small-pox during Preg¬ 
nancy. By Mr. Benjamin Roberts, Surgeon 

at 


* 



E 400 ] 

at SaltJbUry . Communicated to Dr. Simmons 
* by Dr. Denman." < »> 

M ARY Hickes, near the ninth month of 
her pregnancy, was inoculated on the 
14th day of November, 1783. Her arm in¬ 
flamed, and -every appearance promifed the 
moft favourable termination to the difeafe. 
On the the eruptive fever commenced, 
and the fmall-pox, which were not very nu¬ 
merous, came out on the third day. When 
thefe began to dry, Ihe had one violent rigor, 
followed by other fymptoms, which denoted 
the death of the child. Being coftive, an open¬ 
ing medicine was given, by which, and fome 
diaphoretics, flie was much relieved. On the 
28th, Ihe fell into labour, and on the 29th, 
was delivered of a dead child. The; body of 
the child was covered with the fmall-pox ; the 
bafcs of which were in a gangrenous ilate. 

. , . . .-11 i. 

Elizabeth Boon, in the eighth month of her 
pregnancy, was inoculatedon the 15th of No¬ 
vember, 1784. On the 20th, the eruption 
appeared, ( and the fever cjid not ^bate. Six 
ounces of blood were taken away, and.a faline 
mixture was given. On the 27th, her pains 

7 oame 
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tame on, and fhe was in a few hours delivered 
of a living child. There was not the leaft 
trace of eruptions on any part Of the body of 
the child, which died in about ten days with a 
complaint in its bowels* 

Mary Jeffery* in the eighth month of her 
pregnancy, was inoculated on the fame day 
With Elizabeth Boon* She pafled through all 
the ftages of the difeafe with as little dillur- 
bance as any perfoh I ever fawand three 
weeks afterwards, was delivered of a living 
child, without any appearance of the difeafe 
upon it. 

I was induced to inoculate thefe patients by 
their own earned defire, and becaufe it was 
fcarcely pofiible for them to efcape the natu¬ 
ral infection, the difeafe being at that time 
fpread through almoft every family in Wilton, 
the place where they lived. 


VI. Cafe of Olftruttion of the Bowels , with Re¬ 
marks. Communicated in a letter to Dr. Sim¬ 
mons, hy Robert Willan, M. D. Phyftcian to 
Vol.V. No. IV. Eee tht 
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the Finjhury Difpenjary, and to the Public Dtp- 
penfary in Carey-jlreet. 

A LADY, fifty-two years old, of an irri¬ 
table habit, fubjedt to frequent attacks 
of pain in her bowels, and generally coftive. 
Was feized in the evening of April 2, 1784, 
with the ufual fymptoms of colic, attended 
with almoft inceffant vomiting.—She had had 
a flight evacuation by ftool the preceding mor¬ 
ning. 

A purging mixture, with Sal. Glauber, and 
Pulv. Jalap, was firft prefcribed* and properly 
retained, but without producing the defired 
effea. She continued very reftlefs and uneafy 
all that night. The vomiting alfo returned, 
but was flopped in the morning, by an anodyne 
draught, which contained forty drops of Tint?. 

, SCbeb. 

In the courfe of the next day, fhe had clyf- 
ters of aflafcetida and Sal . Cathartic, and in 
the evening took a fcruple of Exlratt. Cathartic. 
' ten grains of calomel, and a grain of Extra* 

\Thebaic . made into pills. , 

April 4. No alteration had taken place m 

.her complaint. The pain returned in very fe- 

.vere paroxyfms, with feme intervals of eafe. 

About 
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About four ounces of blood were drawn from 
the abdomen; by cupping ; and a large blitter 
applied. Oily clyfters, with affafcetida, were 
alfo given, and the pills continued. 

5th. No good effedl yet appeared from the 
above applications. She remained in the fame 
ttate for fome days longer, during which Ihe 
took different purgative mixtures ; with Re/in. 
Jalap. 01 . Rtciriy &c. and Exlr. Thebaic, occa¬ 
sionally. The warm bath was alfo employed 
repeatedly, and a tobacco clyfter administered. 
She complained of a difagreeable tafte in her 
mouth from the tobacco, as She had before done 
of the affafcetida, Still, however, our hopes 
were difappointed, no evacuation being pro¬ 
duced. It is Singular, that in a diforder 
of this kind, which had now continued 

Six days, there Should have been no heat 
or fever, no hardnefs or mark of irritation in 
the pulfe; the patient herfelf, in the intervals 
of eafe from -.excruciating pain, being always 
cool, collected, and fenfible. 

During the laft three days, Ihe had had fre¬ 
quent hiccup, but that fymptom went off 
again. , ' 

As it feemed in vain to purfue the purgative 
plan any farther, the application of cpld water, 

Eee 2 as 



as recommended by many eminent phyficians, 
was the meaftrre next adopted. It was judged, 
however, more convenient to apply it in the 
farm of ice, properly guarded. This being 
done accordingly, April the 8th, fhe bore the 
application for thirty-five minutes, though the 
pain occafioned by it was excelfive, more ef* 
pecially fo from the recent forenefs of the blif* 
ter. It excited much commotion in her bowels, 
and borborygmus, yet no evacuation of faeces 
. or wind followed. We found her the next day 
in her ufual ftate, but law, and unwilling to 
try the cffe&s of medicine any farther. 

She had been feen thus far, at different times, 
by Drs. W. Saunders, Lettlbm, and Grant: 
tbe two latter now difeontinued their attendance, 
thinking the cafe hopelefs. Dr. Saunders and 
myfelf agreed to vifit her occafionally, and 
watch any opportunity that might offer for re* 
lief. She was directed in the mean time to 
take' light nourifhing food, with a little wine; 
and had anodyne emollient clyflers injedted 
twice a day. 

* April io. In the morning ftie broke wind 
downwards once or twice, and feemed on the 
whole eafier and better. Finding circumffances 
favourable, and being importuned by her 

anxious 




and intermitting, but generally better every 
other day. Once or twice Ihe found herfelf 
fo well, that Ihe got up, and, with a little af- 
fiftance, took feveral turns round the room.— 
At the requeft of her friends, who were un¬ 
willing to omit any poffible means of relief, Ihe 
fubmitted to be electrified ; and bore with 
great firmnefs feveral fmart ihocks, paffed 
through the abdomen in different directions. 
This was not, however, attended with any par¬ 
ticular effeCt. 

April 23d. Her abdomen was confiderably 
diminilhed in fize, and lefs tenfe. We had 
before frequently obferved a variety in this re- 
fpeCt, though without any difcharge of flatus 
either way. 

She continued much in the fame ftate till the 
1 ft of May ; when, after a very reftlefs night, 
Ihe was feized with moft excruciating fits of 
pain, and died about fix o’clock in the mor¬ 
ning. . 

She had herfelf requefted that her body 
fliould be opened and infpeCted after death ; 
which was accordingly performed the day fol¬ 
lowing, by her Surgeon, Mr. Lowdell, of 
Queen-ftreet, Southwark. We found the 
bowels amazingly diftended throughout, par- . 

ticularly 



ticularly the caput ccccum coli , and containing, 
on the whole, not lefs than four gallons of fe¬ 
culent matter, in a fluid flate. The whole trad: 
of the inteflines was inflamed, in many places 
•fphacelated, and too tender to bear the flighted; 
.handling. 

The conflridtion was found to be at the ~ 
lower part of the figmoid flexure of the colon, 
near the top of the os facrum, and at the be¬ 
ginning of the reCtum. For about the length 
.of an inch, the intefline was contracted, fo that 
nothing could pafs. The ftridture had probably 
formed very gradually, this portion of the 
bowels being quite hard and callous. Some 
quickfilver was found above the ftriCture ; a 
part of it feemed alfo to have been triturated 
with the mucus of the bowels into a black 
gelatinous mafs. The other abdominal vifcera 
tyere in a natural flate. One circumftance, 
however, deferves to be particularly remarked, 
which is, that we obferved feveral tubercles of 
confiderable fize adhering to the fundus uteri 
on the outfide, which, upon examination, were 
found to be very hard, and of an ofTeous 
nature. 
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Ohfervations and Deduftiotis, 

iff, IT appears from thiscafe, that extenfive 
inflammation, and even mortification* may take 
place from a gradual diftention of the bowels* 
without producing heat, fever, or any of the 
•ommon inflammatory fymptoms. 

idly. The time during which it is pofiible td 
fubfifi: under fueh a diforder, without any alvinc 
difcharge, merits attention; This patient re¬ 
mained without, any evacuation by (tool* 
upwards of thirty days; whereas in flmilaf 
cafes, recorded by Morgagni and Lieutaud, 
we find that the, patients feldom furvived above 
ten Or twelve days. — She made water free¬ 
ly all the time, and ill proper Quantity;— 
The vomitings which occafionally occurred, 
feemed only to eafe the ftomach of a tempo* 
rary load, no feculent matter ever appearing 
in the fluids difcharged. 

3dly, The different fize, and degree of tenfion, 
of the abdomen, without any evident caufe, are 
not fo eafy to be explained. Perhaps thefe might 

be owing merely to a change of place in the 

» 

flatus, to its being more or lefs diffufed through 
the bowels at different times. 

~ 4*hly, 
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4thly, The hard bony fubftances found on 
the uterus might probably occafion firft a fpafm 
or contraction of theinteftine, and afterwards, 
by their repeated irritation, that callous ftate 
of the coats which appeared on dilfeCtion. With 
refpeCt to the origin of thefe tubercles, little 
judgement could be formed. We only learnt 
that her bowel complaints’ came on, and her 
general health was much impaired, in confe- 
quence of a Severe labour feveral years before, 
•and the delivery of a dead child, by the ufe of 
inftruments. ~ ' 1 

* i 

5thly, Quickfilver, taken into the bowels in 
conliderable quantity, though retained for fome 
time, does not always produce dangerous ef¬ 
fects from its bulk or momentum. It is tritu¬ 
rated up with the mucus of the bowels, by their 
conltant periftaltic motion, and loon lofes its 
proper form. 

6thly, ConftriCtions in the larger inteftines 
are not attended with the fame acute and vio¬ 
lent fymptoms, viz. of fever, lharp pain, per¬ 
petual vomiting, hiccup, great _proftration of 
Strength, &c. which generally foon prove fatal 
in contractions or fpafms of the fmaller bowels. 
This observation may contribute towards ascer¬ 
taining more nearly the place of fuch obftruc- - 
Vol. V. No. IV. F f f tions. 
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tions. They are not fo ufual in the larger in*, 
teflines. Lieutaud has collected fome inftances 

r 

of them in the colon and rectum, and alfo. of 
large tumors filling up the whole cavity whereby * 
the pafiiige of feculent matter was prevented. 
In all thefe cafes, the fymptoms were not very 
urgent, and the patients fubfifted under the 
difordcr from feven to eighteen days, and up-, 
wards ; whereas the coalefcence, or conftridtions 
of the fmall inteltines, rneutioned by hiru, 
proved fatal in two, three, or four days ; which 
is conformable to our common experience. 

ythly, When, from this diagnoftic, or other 
circumftances, the obftacle is concluded to be 
fomewhere in the great intefiines, if adtive pur¬ 
gatives and ftimulant enemas fail on their firil 
application, we Ihould be cautious of perfifting 
in the ufe of fuch,irritating remedies, which 
often give unneceflary pain, and rather tend to. 
aggravate the difor<?er. The next proper mea- 
fure is to examine the flate of the large intef; » 
tines, fo far as it can be done conveniently, by 
means of a candle, or bougie of a proper fize ; 
and thence to form our judgement more exadtly 
concerning the feat of the diforder. If it be 
within reach, fuitable means muft be made ufe 
of, according to the nature of the cafe, as whe¬ 
ther 
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ther it be from cont ration of tbe coats, hard 
humors, or indurated excrement. There will 
be much nicety and difficulty with refpeCt to 
the ufe of force, and the direction in which it 
ihould be applied, if dilatation be thought ne- 
ceffary. From the lituation of the contraction 
in the prefent cafe, and the ftate of the intefti* 
nal coats, it would have been impracticable. 
It was, indeed, propofed in confultation, to try 
fome experiments of this kind, but we wert 
prevented by the fcruples of the patient, and 
the circumftance of copious watery injections 
being eafily retained for fome hours ; whence 
it might be concluded* that the feat of the 
diforder was out of our reach. 

Tumors in the reCtum, which by their fize 
block up the cavity of the iriteftine, alfo admit' 
but of little relief. I lately met with an unfor¬ 
tunate cafe of this kind in Mrs. Wetherell, of 
St. John-ftreet, Smithfield, who had been for, 
fome time liable to obftinate coftivenefs, and 
ftoppage of nrine. 

On the 7th of Odtober laft, having been five 
days without a ftool, fhe took half a drachm of 

ExtraCt. Cathartic, and four grains of dalomel ; 

» 

and the day following,' an ounce and a half of 

F ff* Caftor 


. ( 



Caftor Oil, in divided dofcs, without any etted. 
An examination was then made, according to 
the plan above mentioned, by Mr. Andree, 
Surgeon, who found a hard refitting 'tumor 
about five inches from the verge of the anus. * 
Having patted this with much difficulty, ano¬ 
ther fwelling prefentcd itfelf, of equal fize and 
firmnefs with the former, and created an ob- 
ftacle totally impattable by any inttrument he 
could make ufe of. The patient languifhed in 
great mifery about feven days longer. Nothing 
preternatural w r as difcovered in the bladder, by 
ufing the catheter. However, we were at no 
lofs in accounting for the nature of thele lwel- 
lings, as fhe had been previoutty fubjed to hae- 
morrhoidal affedions. 


VII. Cafe of a Luxation of the Thigh Bone. Com - 
municated to Dr. Simmons by Mr. William 
Cribb, Surgeon at Bijhop-Stortford , in Hertford- 
Jhire. 

■ • • , - ♦ 

A S accounts of cafes in Surgery cannot be 
too frequently repeated, while there are 
any doubts of the poflibility of the accident, 
I will, with your perrfiiflion, ttate the follow- 
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ing* in addition to the caie publiflied in the laft 
Number '* of the Medical Journal, of a com- 
pleat luxation of the femur. A boy, about nine 
years old, was the fubjedt of this accident.—* 
The head of the bone was fituated in the fo¬ 
ramen ovale, and the knee was drawn upwards 
and inwards by the ftrong adtion of the flexor 
mufcles, which fituation of the bone rendered 
the leg and thigh longer on the affedted fide 
than the other ; and on bringing the knees to* 

• gether, the diflocaited bone protruded near 
three inches beyond its fellow. As I confider 
a fixed counter extenfion as a matter never to 
be negledted in our attempts to reduce a lux¬ 
ated bone, I made my patient firm to a ftaple 
at his head, and alfo to the table on which he 
was laid, by cloths pafled between his thighs, 
and round his body. Mr. G. Cooper, Surgeon, 
of Haddam, who was fo obliging as to afiift 
me, made a fteady extenfion in the diredtion in 
which the limb itfelf was drawn, while, with a 
napkin round the tipper part of the thigh, I 
extended outwards and upwards, at the fame 
time making a lever of the bone, by placing 
my hand on the knee; it was readily replaced, 
with a noife which was perceptible to every 

i ’ ► * i 1 , . 

* See page 312. 

perfoa 



perfon ptefent, and the boy immediately walked 
acrofs the room, and in the courfe of a week 
was out at play when I called to fee him. 

As Wifeman, and other eminent Surgeons, 
have wholly denied the poffibility of a luxation 
of the femur from the acetabulum, a relation 
of cafes, which tend to overturn this erroneous 
hypothelis, become the more neceffary, to put 
others on their guard, that they may not tod 
readily fubfcribe to an opinion, which repeated 
fadfcs have fo often proved to be ill grounded* 

. Br/bop-Stortford , 

'Her Is t December 7, 1784. 

% 

■ • "* 


SECTION IIL 

Medical and Philosophical News* 


T HE Royal Society at Montpellier have' 
given notice, that one of their members 
(M* Brouflbnet* of Paris, F. R. S*) has re¬ 
mitted to them the fum.of 30o,livres, as a 
premium for the belt Eulogium of *Peter 
Richer de Belleval, the firft Profeflor of Ana¬ 
tomy and Botany in the Univerfity of Mont¬ 
pellier* 
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pellier. This Profeflbr, to whom the s Univer- 
fity is indebted for the eftablifhment of its bo¬ 
tanic garden in 1598, expended his whole for¬ 
tune in the cultivation of botany. A confide- 
jable number of plates, intended for a very 
exteaifive botanic work, which he did not live 
-to complete, are ftill extant, and are faid to 
be engraved with a degree of accuracy un¬ 
equalled before his time. The pieces on this 
fubjedt muft be written in Latin or French, 
and fent to M. de Ratte, Secretary of the So¬ 
ciety, before the 30th of Sept. 1785. 


The Royal Medical Society at Paris have 
propofed the following prize queftion, for a 
prize of 600 livres : “ What are the charadte- 
f ( riftic fymptoms of nervous diforders, pro- 
“ perly fo called, fuch as hyfteria, hypochon- 
driafis, &c.; how far do they differ from other 
analogous difeafes, fuch as melancholia, for 
“ example; what are their principal caufes, 
“ and the general indications to be obferved in 
their treatment Differtations on this fub- 
jedt muft be fent to M. Vicq D’Azyr, fecretary 
of the Society, before the 1 ft of January, 1786. 


M. Geoffroy 



- M. Geoffroy formerly procured five ounces 
of water from eight ounces of fpirit of wine ; 
but M. Lavoifier has lately, by combnftion, not 
Only converted the whole of the fpirit of wine 
he employed in his experiment into water, but 
has done even more, having from i£oz. of 
fpirit procured 18 oz. of pure water. The ad¬ 
dition was the refult of the dCcompofition of the 
air employed in the combuftion of the fpirit of 
wine. 


i 

The Globularia Alipum of Linnaeus has lately 
been recommended as a purgative remedy, by 
M. Ramel, junior, Phyfician at Aubagne, in 
Provence, where it is faid to be in common 
ufe. An ounce of the leaves of this Ihrub, 
which grows in many parts of Provence, are 
direfted to be boiled for this purpofe a quarter., 
of an hour in a few ounces of water. This de- 
coftion is fpoken of as-an excellent bitter purge. 
In fmaller dofes, it is given with fuccefs in 
intermittents. ' * 


In the Journal dc Paris for Oft. 17, M* AI- 

phonfo le Roy has publiflied a farther account 

of 
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of the cafe of the fedtion of the fympjiyfis pubis, 
mentioned in a former part of this volume (page 
312). From this fubfequent account we learn, 
that the patient, who is faid to be perfedtly 
recovered, was able on the eleventh day after 
the operation to get out of bed, and on the thir¬ 
tieth to walk through the ftreets of Paris. 


The Abbe Fontana, in a letter to M. Gibe- 
lin, inferted in the Abbe Rozier’s Journal dt 
Phyfique for June 1784, gives an account of 
fome farther experiments on the poifon of the 
viper, which may ferve as a fupplement to his 
late work on that fubjedt, (feepage 1). Thefe 
experiments, which were made in confequcnce 
of the accounts publifhed in fome of the Italian 
Journals, of cures performed by injedfing fpi- 
rit of hartfhom into the veins, prove that no 
dependence can be placed on this method of 
treatment. , 

In thfc fame letter alfo the learned Abbe gives 
fome additions to his obfervations on the nerves. 
He has examined, with a lens of great mag¬ 
nifying powers, the gelatinous matter he had 
formerly mentioned as filling the nervous cya 
tinders> (fee page 26), and he finds it to be 
' Vol.V. No. IVr Ggg compofed 
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eofnpofed of minute grains, four or five times 
1-efs in diameter than the red globules of the 
blood. This elaftic graniform fubftance he has 
obferved in the nerves of different animals ; and 
if thefe minute grains may be fuppofed to con- 
ffitute the animal fpirits,. he thinks we may ex¬ 
plain the phenomena of animal motion, by fup- 
pofing this elaftic fubftance to be continued 
throughout the whole length of the nervous- 
cylinders, and to have an infenfible vibration 
fimilar to that of the air in the propagation of 
founds* 



To Dr. Simmons. 


A letter I have lately received from a friend 
on the Continent, containing much ufeful and 
curious information, feems to me fo exactly to 
coincide with the intention of that part of the 
London Medical Journal, comprifed under the 
head of Medical News, that I have taken the 
liberty of fending to you an extradt of it, even 
without waiting the permiflion of the writer.— 
If it appears to you in the fame light that it 
does->to me, you will probably willingly give it 
i i a place 

. h ‘ ' . • • > 


/ 
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a place in the next Number. It comes from 
an Englifh Phyfician eftablilhed in Italy, a gen¬ 
tleman of great erudition, found judgement, 
and unimpeached integrity. Thefe circum- 
•ftances I have thought fit to premife, as'having 
fuppreffed his name, and as they may tend to 
imprefs a due degree of confidence on what he 
has advanced. : 

I am, Sir, very refpedtfully, 

Your obedient, humble fervant, 
Lwyooi, THOMAS HOULSTON. 

Jfov. 15, 1784. 

-“ I thank you for your Objervatiom 

vn Poi/ons, and am well pleated with your fuc- 
cefs in cafes of dyfentery, depending on old 
liver-cafes, in treating which I certainly will 
follow your example the firft opportunity. The 
action of poifons, if well underftood, might 
throw much light on practical phyfic; but the 
various cffedts produced by them in various 
perfons, mix with our knowledge much con- 
fufion. One at Paris fwallowed an ounce, or 
more, of aqua-fortis; the contequences were, 
a fufpenfion of {tools and urine many days, 
without pain ; then a train of painful fymptoms, 
which? however, declining fenfibly for near fix 
Ggg 2 weeks. 
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weeks, gave hope of recovery, when the friend 
from whom I have the account loft light of 
him,. Another here fwallowed lefs, I believe, 
than a drachm of aqua-fortis, and though foap 
and milk were pretty quickly adminiftered, died 

in about forty hours.--Aperfon here chewed 

and fwallowed live cantharides, and went about 
his ufual bufinefs. Two or three hours after¬ 
wards, feeling a heat in his ftomach,- he ap¬ 
plied to me to know if any mifehief would en- 
fue. I had him bled, and filling his ftomach 
with oil, made him vomit, which he did pretty 
copioufiy, bringing up confiderable quantities 
of membranes, which appeared to be the belt 
part of the lining of the cefophagus and fto¬ 
mach, v Half of his tongue was ftripped. I 
.ordered him to drink milk copioufiy ; though 
I confefs now,-without much hope; and a 
ftrangury coming on, I rubbed the pubis and 
perimeum with camphor, and covered all with 
warm fomentations. The ftrangury went 
pompleatly off in lefs than two hours, and next 
morning he had an eredtion, which was not 
troublefome, nor continued above half an hour. 
He felt a forenefs in the ftomach for two or 
three days, but no farther inconvenience.—How 

different this, from the ufual hiftories of thofe 

- 

who 



■who have taken cantharides even in a much left 
dofe! 

u We have lately feen here one, who, in the 
hydrophobia canina, had an interval of fixteefc 
or more hburs, in which he drank, eafily and 
without agitation, large quantities of various 
liquors.—Of nine perfons in the fame priibn# 
bit by the fame dog, one only was attacked 
with the hydrophobia; and he neither the-firflt 
nor the laft that was bit, nor the moft wounded. 
He fell lick more than four months after the 
bite, was under my care, and died hydropho- 
bous and convulfed, but without delirium.— 
Not long ago a gentleman died here, who had 
refitted incredible quantities of arfenic. It 
feems he had taken, in eight or ten times, about 
one third of an ounce, without its producing 
the defired effedt, or even bringing on -fuck 
fymptoms as to raife fufpicion of poifon. At 
laft, a whole ounce was put into a faucepan of 

i 

broth, of which he drank a good cupfull. I 
think he did not fwallow then, at once, fo little 

f 

as half a drachm of arfenic, yet he fprvivcd 
four or five days; I don’t, however, infer, frosp 
the irregularity and incertitude .of the .action of 
poifons, that we ought not, or cannot, court 
tera& them. Perhaps even every poifon may 

have 



have its fpecific antidote, as Ample as the poi- 
fon itfelf, but till we know thefe, we mult 
content ourfelves with making the belt ufe we 
can of the means we are pofiefled of, though 
generally imperfedt. Thefe you have well dif- 
played in your account, &c. where you have 
veryjuftly obferved, that frequently life de¬ 
pends on a very quick evacuation of the poifo- 
nous fubftance, one of the firft efledts of which 
is to render the ftomach paralytic. If people 
did but think of it, it would feldom be necef- 
fary to'lofe time in fending to an apothecary for 
an adtive vomit; a pinch of fnuff, or a little 
powdered tobacco, would do the bufinefs. 

“ We are here attacking cancers with the 

raw flefh of the common fmall lizard, in the 
„ ■ » __ 
dofe of two or three in a day, (Jeep. 97). Our 

neighbours boaft of fuccefs in the true cancer. I 

think I have found great advantage from it in a 

terrible cutaneous c^fe, in which the face, and 

part of the head, were covered with confluent 

ulcerated warts; yet I will not chime in with' 

thofe' who extol it, till I am furer of its real 

efficacy. 

i( People in England feem to be, in one point, 
under a miftake, with regard to the red Peru-- 
vian bark. This is not the fort efteemed either 

in 
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in Spain or in Peru ; at leaft it is not what is 
Tent thence, by the Governor, for the ufe of 
the King and royal family, nor what comes in 
prefents to the great people. I have had feve- 
ral famples of what is fent to the Duke Gri¬ 
maldi, and have now before me fome ounces of 
what was fent by the King of Spain for the ufe 
of the Duke and Duchefs of Parma. Thefe 
famples are in quills, about the fize of my little 
finger, and fuch as I remember moil efteemed 
in England. We have here the chief, and 
fecond apothecary of the late Jefuits in Alcala, 
who both tell me, that fuch is the bark moil 
efteemed by thofe Fathers, and by the Spaniards 
in general. The red bark certainly comes in 
chefts promifcuoufly with the reft, and thofe 
chefts have hitherto been fold chcapeft, which 
had the greatcft proportion of red bark.. Not 
more than eighteen months ago, when the quill 
bark feparately fold here for three ftiillings and 
fixpence, fterling, the pound, the red bark was 
fold at fourteen pence. I am, however, con¬ 
vinced, from my own experience, that the red 
bark beft flops agues. There are lometimes 
mixed with the bark, pieces of a knotty root,' 
called calaguela , which is faidto have performed 
lately, at Rome, wonders in dropfical cafes. I 

have 
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have fent to Cadiz for fome of it, and will en¬ 
deavour to give it a fair trial. 

* tf You know, that in preparing fweet 
fublimate of mercury, a red powder is 
found, in part, fublimed at the bottom of 
the cake, and in part loofe in the bottom of 
the fublhning veflel. This powder has been 
taken for crocus of iron, but is in fadt filver, 
as you may eafily prove, by reducing it with 
the black flux. I don’t wonder how the filver 
comes there, but I cannot account for its fubli- 
ming in that form and manner. 

tl You muft not expedt medical news of 
much confequence from Italy in thefe days.— 
If anything of this kind, worth reading, is pub- 
lilhed, I generally find it is fome dodtrine 
broached in the Englifh fchools, and attempted 
to be explained in Italian.” 


Laceration of the uterus in parturition is an * 
accident which fortunately does not often occur, 
as it has hitherto in almoft every inftance proved 
fpeedily fatal. In one cafe^ however, which 
happened fome time ago, under the care of 
Dr. Garthfhore, one of the Phyfieians of the 
Britiih Lying-in Hofpital, the patient lived* 


\ 
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ttirehty-fix days after this dreadful accident; 
and in another and dill more recent inftance 
of the fame kind, under the care of Dr. Doug¬ 
las, one of the Phylicians of the London Lying- 
in Charity, the patient recovered without any 
alarming fymptom, and is now alive and in 
good health. In both thefe cafes, the foetus, 
and in the latter of the two the fecundines alfo, 
which had efcaped into the cavity of the abdo¬ 
men, were brought back through the laceration, 
and extracted by the natural pafiages. 


' Dr. Hope, ProfefTor of Botany at Edinburgh, 
has lately tranfmitted to the Royal Society a 
botanical defcription and drawings of the fpe-> 
cies of ferula that produces affafcctida, (fee vol. 
IV. p. 421). The figure given of this plant by 
Kaempfer, in his Amoenitat. Exotic, is now 
found to be inaccurate.—Dr. Percival, of Man- 
ehefter, has communicated to the Society fome 
obferVatiops on the acid of tar; the ftrength of 
which, compared with that of the acid of vi¬ 
triol, he finds to b.e as 1 to 14. Dr. Percival 
thinks it likely to be of ufeful application in 
Vol. V. No.JV. Hhh pharmacy, 
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.pharmacy, particularly in the preparation of 
the lugar and extract of lead. 

* 

PROMOTIONS. 

Lately, Charles Blagden, M. D. S. R. S. to 
be a correfponding member of the Royal Aca¬ 
demy of Sciences at Paris.—Dr. Alexander Ste- 
venfon, of Glafgow, and Dr. Andrew Duncan, 
of Edinburgh, to be phylicians to his Royal 
Highnefs the Prince of Wales for Scotland*— 
Dr. Henry Cullen to be one of the phyficians to 
the Infirmary at Edinburgh.—Dr. Frank to be 
profefforof phyfic at Gottingen.—Dr.Weickard, 
phyfician to the Prince Bifhop of Fulde, to be 
phyfician to the Emprefs of Ruffia. 

1784. Jan . 17. Dr. F. J. Voltelen to be pro- 
fefior of chemiftry at Leyden. 

Sept. Dr. Robert Willan to be phyfician to 
the Finfbury Difpenfary in London, in the 
room of Dr. Hopfon, who refignecL—14. Dr. 
Thomas Lauth to be extra profeffor of phyfic 
at Strafburgh—20. Meflieurs John M’Morraft, 
Hugh M’Dermot, William O’Dwyer, Henry 
M’Lagan, and William Major Dixon, to be 

• ' -'doctors 



1 
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dolors of phyfic in the Univerfity of Glaf- 
gow.*— 29. Dr.’ William Watfon, and Dr. 
Richard Saunders, to be Fellows of the. Royal 
College of Phyficians, London. 

08 . 1. Mr. Richard Fletcher to be furgeon 
of the 5th regiment of dragoons, in the room 
of Mr. Robert Smithwick.—2. Mr. William 
Wood, late furgeon of the 96th, to be furgeon 
of the 78th regiment of foot.—9. Mr. John 
Weir to be furgeon to the troops at Jamaica.— 
Mr. Weft Hill to be furgeon to the troops at 
St. Vincent’s.—11. Dr. Nicholas Paradys to be 
profelfor of phyfic at Leyden. 

Nov. 24. Dr. F. Milman to be phyfician ex¬ 
traordinary, and Daniel Gib, Efq; to be furgeon!* 
extraordinary to the King’s Houfhold. 

Dec. 11. Dr. Richard Dennifon to be one of 
the phyficians of the London Lying-in Cha¬ 
rity.—15. Mr. Henry Cline to be furgeon to 
St. Thomas’s Hofpital, in the room of the late 
Mr. Thomas Smith.—23. Gilbert Blane, M.D. 
to be F. R. S. 

* For t^je names of the gentlemen promoted to the degree 
of Doftor of Phyfic at Edinburgh, in the years 1783 and 
17*4, fee the Quarterly Catalogue at the end of the prefcnt 

Volume. \ 

T. . . ■ 
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Lately, at Paris, Mr. James Daran, one of 
the Surgeons in ordinary to the King of France. 

He was born at St. Frajon in Gafcony, March 
6, 1701, and after ferving fpr fome time as a 
Surgeon of the army, fixed his refidence at 
Marfeilles, where he acquired fo much repu¬ 
tation by the ufe of his bougies in obftru&ions 
of the urethra, that the late M. de la Peyronie 
invited him to Paris. His practice in that me¬ 
tropolis was fo confiderable, that in the courfe 
of a few years he is faid to have amafiTed upwards 
‘ of two millions of livres; but fome unfuccefs- ^ 

ful projects, in which he afterwards engaged, 
deprived him of almoft the whole of this vaft 
fortune. His Obf. Chirurg. fur les Maladies de 
. VUrethre , which have gone through feveral edi¬ 
tions, were firfi: publiflied in 1745* He was * 

alfo the author of a Treatife on the Gonorrhoea, 
printed at Paris in 1756 ; and a few years be¬ 
fore his death, he communicated to the public 
his method of preparing bougies.—At Tun¬ 
bridge Wells, in Sulfex, Mr. Henry Kipling, 

{Surgeon. 

1782, 


. L- 
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1782. At Breflaw, in Silefia, Michael Mor- 
genbefier, M. D. fenior member of the Col* 

- lege of Phyficians of that city. 

1783. Aug. 10. At Cafiel, J. Philip Berchel- 
mann, M. D. 

Nov. 18. AtLeipfic, aged 63, Ant.Ridig^r, 
M.D. 

1784. May . In the illand of Tobago, aged 35, 
Mr. Willianj Wallace, member of the Corpo¬ 
ration of Surgeons of London. > 

July. At Briftol Hot-wells, of a pulmonary 
confumption, aged 40, Mr. Thomas Meremoth, 
of Sandwich, in Kent, Surgeon.—At Chatenoi, 
in Franche Comte, aged 49, Francis Xavier 
Girod, M. D. Phyfician at Befanfon, and mem¬ 
ber of the Royal Medical Society at Paris. 

Sept. 1. At Nifmes, aged 81, John Francis 
Seguier, a celebrated Botanift and Antiquary. 
His father, who was an advocate at Nifmes, 
defigned him for his own profeffion ; but when 
he was a young man. Signor Scipio Maffei, 
an Italian Nobleman, prevailed on him to ac¬ 
company him to Verona, where he palled twenty- 
five years, and during his refidence there pub- 
ljflied his Bibliotheca Botanica * and his Planta 
Fcronenfes two woks in great eft im at ion 
* 4tp.-i74o. t 8vo. 3 vols. 1745-54* 

among 
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among botanifls. Several years before his 
death, he made a prefent of his library and 
mufeum to the Academy of Sciences at Nifmes, 
of which he had for many years been fecretary; 
and in return for thisbenefa&ion, as well as from 
the regard which they thought due to his ex¬ 
traordinary merit, the Academy, after the de- 
ceafe of the late Bilhop of Nifmes, ele&ed him 
to be their Prefident.—12. At Strafburgh, of 
hn apoplexy, George Lauth, M. D.—19. At 
Paifley, near Glafgow, Mr. William Stuart, 
Surgeon.—29. At Lambeth, Mr. Robert Car- 
fpn. Surgeon. 

051 . At Paris, Francis Bernard, Do&or Re¬ 
gent of the Faculty of Phyfic; and J. J. Peter 
dela Haye, M. D.—At Sudbury, in Suffolk, Mr. 
John Deeks, Surgeon.—20. At Leicefter, aged 
48, James Macvie, M. B. in the Univerfity of 
Louvaine, and one of the Phyficians of the In¬ 
firmary at Leicefter. 

Nov. At Wentworth, inYorkftiire, Stephen. 
Simpfon, M. D.—At Prefton, in Lancafhire, 
Mr. William Barton, Apothecary.—27. At 
Stamford, in Lincolnlhire, Mr. Price, Apo¬ 
thecary.—29. At Camberwell, in Surrey, aged 
eg. Mr. Thomas Smith, fenior Surgeon of St. 

Thomas’s 
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Thomas’s Hofpital, and one of the Court of 
Affiftants of the Corporation of Surgeons of 
London. 

Dec . 3. At Afhford, in Derbyfhire, William 
Bullock, M. D. in the comjniffion of the peace 
for the counties of Derby and Stafford, and au¬ 
thor of an Inaugural Differtation de Podagra 9 
printed at Leyden in 1765.—14. Tho. Younge, 
M. D. Phyfician at Sheffield. 



SECTION IV. 

'Quarterly Catalogue. 

1. AN Effay to inveftigate the caufes of the 
il general mortality by Feyers* deduced 
fcom the knowledge of the nature of the 
blood, and the circulation : with mifcellaneous 
obfervations on ancient and modern writers. 
By fV.’ Charjley , : M. D. 8vo. Kearfley , 
London, 1783. . 87 pages, is. 6d. 

2. A fhort Effay on the nature and fymptoms 
of the Gout, with a view to recommend a me¬ 
dicine to the attention of thofe who are afflidled 
■ •" ' with 
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with that fpecies of it, called the' irregular' or 
flying gout. By James Pymer y Surgeon. 8vo. 
Evans , London, 1784. 4d. 

3. A Letter from a medical gentleman in 
town to his friend in the country; containing 
an authentic account of the difference between 
the Medical Society of Crane-Court, and Dr. 
Whitehead, during the late canvafs for a PKv- 
flcian to the London Hofpital. With a true 
copy of all the papers, both written and printed, 
which have paflfed between the contending par¬ 
ties. 8vo. March , London, 1784. 31 pages. 6d. 

4. An Effay on the prevention of an evil, 

highly injurious to health, and inimical to en¬ 
joyment. By William Edmonjlone,, late Surgeon 
to the 89th regiment.' 8vo. Faultier y London, 
1784. 2S. 

5. A fhort Treatife on the plant called Goofd 
Grafs, or Clivers, and its efficacy in the cure 
of the moft inveterate fcuryy. With the recipe 
for preparing and taking this Ample and ex¬ 
cellent medicine; and references to thofe cured 
of the diforder. By John Edwards , F. S. A . 
8vo. ' Dixwell, London, 1784. is." 

6. Difiertatio medicainauguralisde AmenOrr- 
hcea. Auftore Rob. Harding , Hibetno. 8vo. 
Edin. 1783. p. 43. 
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7. Differ tat io Inauguralis de Scorbuto. Auc- 
pore Ric. Kierman , Hiberno. Svo. Edin. 1783, 

P- 35 - 

8. Diflertatio Inauguralis de Menfibus, paucis 

que raorborum ab eorum vitiis pendentium# 
Audtore J, F. Martly , Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 
1783. p. 43. . 

9. Diflertatio Medica Inauguralis de Tetano. 
Audtore Gulielmo Munro, Seoto. 8vo. Edin. 
1783. p. 66. 

10. Diflertatio. Inauguralis de Ictero. Auc- 
tore Joanne Murphy , Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 
i 7 8 3 - P- 3 8 - 

11. Diflfert. Inaug. de Afcite. Audtorc 
Nafmyth , Scoto. 8vo. Edin. 1783. p, 20. 

12. Diflert.J[naug. de Contagione. Audtore 

Hug. Owen, Cambro-Britanno. 8vo. Edin. 
1783.. P .4*. . , , 

13. Diflert. Inaug. de iis quae ad Sanitateiri 
confervandam. plurimum conferre videntur. 
Audtore Cimji. St anger, Anglo. 8vo. Edin. 

1783- P- 37 - 

14. Diff. Medica Inaug. de Malo Hypochon- 

driaco. Audtor $' Joanne Stark, A. M. Fifano, 
8vo. Edin. 1783, p. 55. v , 

15. DiflT. Inaug. de Typho. Au&ore Thorn* 
Waller , Britanno. Svo. Edin. 1783. p. 36. 

Voi.V. No. IV. Iii j6. Dili*. 
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16. Diff. Inaug. de Elettricitate. Au&ore 
Abr.WilkinJon, Britanno. 8vo. Edin. 1785. 
p. 61. 

17. Diff. Inaug. dc Diasta feu Materia Dise- 
tetica. Auttore Tb. Belli Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 
1783. p. 48. 

18. DifT. Inaug. de febribus intermittentibus 
medendo. Audtore' F. Buchanan, Scoto. 8vo« 
Edin. 1783. p. 80. 

19. Diff. Inaug. de Somno. Au&ore Roberto 
Cleghorn, Scoto. 8vo. Edin. 1783. p. 51. 

feo. Diff. Inaug. de Scarlatina Cynanchica^ 
Au&ore A. Coomby, Scoto. 8vo. Edin. 1783. 

P- 55 - 

21. Diff. Inaug. de Somno. Au&ore Ste-> 
fbano Dick/cn, Hiberno. 8vo^ Edin. 1783. 

P- 37 - 

22. Diff Inaug. de Vifu. Auftore J. Dud¬ 
ley, Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 1783. p. 33. 

23. Diff. Inaug. de Variolis. Audtore P. G. 
Fergus, Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 1783. p. 29. 

24. Differt. Inaug. de Hyfleria. Audtore' 
Rob. Groat, Britanno. 8vo. Edin. ^783. p. 


49. 

25. Diff. Inaug. de Hydro*Thorace. Auc- 
tore Carolo Ftill, Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 1783. 

p. 35 * 
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*. 26. Diff. Inaug. de Ictero. , Audtore D. 
Keogh, Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 1783. p. 35. 

27. Diff. Inaug. de Utero Gravido. Audtore 
Benj. KiJJant, Americano. 8vo. Edin. 1783. 

P- 35 -'. 

28. Diff. Inaug. de Evaporatione. Audtore 
J.Paterfon, Britanno. 8vo. Edin. 1783. p. 
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29. Diff. Inaug. de Hydrope. Audi. A. G. 
Rober/fon , Antiguenfe. 8vo. Edin. 1783. 

P- 33 - 

30. Diff. Inaug. de Sonis et Auditu. Auc- 
tore Edm, Somers, Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 1783. 

P- 35 * 

31. Diff. Med. Inaug. de Inflammatione. 
Audtore Joanne Barclay , Scoto. 8vo. Edin. 

j 7 8 4 - P- 39 - 

32. Diff. Med. Inaug. de Morbo Pfoadico. 
Audtore R. Beckwith, Anglo. 8vo. Edin. 
1784. p. 38. 

, 33. Diff. Med. Inaug. de Cancro. Audtore 

Jonath . Clerke, Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 1784. 

P- 3 2 * 

, 34. Differtatio Phyfico-Medica Inaug. de 

Voce Humana. Audtore Edv. Long Fox, A11- 
glo-Britanno. 8vo. Edin. 1784. p. 47. 

Iii 2 35. Diff. 
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DKT. Mad. Inaug. dc Opio, Au&ore 
Edw. Harri/on, Anglo. 8vo. Edin.< 1784. 

p. 47 * 

36. Diff. Med. Inaug. de Phthifi Pulmonali 
Idiopathica. Audtore Ric. Kentijh, Anglo. 

8vo. Edin. 1784. p. 45 - 

37. Diff. Med. Inaug. de Corde, et Sanguinis 
' Circuitu. Audtore Joanne Lawfon, Anglo. 

,|5v0. Edin. 1784. p. 21. 

38. Diff. Inaug. de Morbo Venereo. Auc- 
tore Joanne fylurdocb Logan, Americano. 8vo. 

0 

Edin. 1784. p. 50. 

, 39. Differt. Phyfico-Medica Inaug. de Pathe* 

matibus animi eorumque in Corpus humanunj. 
.effettibus. Audtore Gremio Mercer, Scoto. 
&vo. Edin. 1784. p. 45. 

40. Diff. Med. Inaug. de Sedentariae Vitie 

malis. Auttore Joanne Potter, Anglo. 8vo. 
Edin. 1784. p. 56. . • 

41. Differt. Inaug. de v Raphania. Au&ore 
Micb. Ryan, Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 1784. 

p^4i. . ■ '< v 

42. Differt, Inaug. de Ailhmate Spafmodico. 

•Au&pre < Tbom . Ryan , Hiberno. 8vo» - Edin. 
.1^4* • p. 39. -. .. 1 • 

43. Differt. Medica Inaug. de Leucophleg* 

4 ; mafia. 



t 437 1 

matia. Au&ore Joanne Unthank, hiberno, 
8vo. Edin. 1784. p. 82. 

44. Differt. Med. Inaiig. de Vermibus la- 
teftinorum. Audtorc Thoma Wallis, Hiberno. 
8vo. Edin. 1784. p. 53. 

45. Differtatio Therapeutiea Inauguralis de 
Sudore. Audtore Henrico Brounker Wilfan, ex 
Infula Sandti Chriftophori. 8vo. Edin. 1784. 

p- 38- 

46. Differt. Inaug. de Phrenitide Vera. Auc- 
tore And\ Berry, Scoto. 8vo. Edin. 1784. 

P* 35 * 

47. Differt. Medica Inaug. de Febribus Inter- 
mittentibus. Audtore Jacobo Collier, Britanno. 
8vo. Edin. 1784. p. 39. 

48. Differt. Inaug. de Huraorum Affimila- 
tione. Auftore Jacobo Curry, Hiberno. 8vo. 
Edin. 1784. p. 33. 

49. Differt. Inaug. de Hsemorrhagia Pulrao- 
num. Audtore Jacobo Donovan, Hiberno. 8vo. 
Edin. 1784. p.22. 

50. Differtatio Inaug. de Aere fixo, five 
Acido Aer et>. * Audio re Thoma Addis Emmet, 
Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 1784. p. 60. 

51. Differtatio Pathologica Inauguralis de 
Sanguinis per corpus vivum circulantis putre- 
dine. Audtore Samuele Ferris, Anglo-Britanno. 
8vo. Edin. 1784. p.122. 


52. Dif- 
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fore Tboma Fulhame , M. A. Hiberno. 8vo. 
Edin. 1784. p. 12. 

53. Differt. Inaug. de Differentiis inter Foetum 
et Adultum. Audore Jacebo Gerard, Anglo. 
$vo. Edin. 1784. p. 49. 

54. Differt. Inaug. de Vita Marina. Audore 
Gulielm. Henderjon, Britanno. 8vo. Edin. 1784. 

P- 57 - ' m • 

55. Differtatio Phyfico-Chemica, Inauguralis, 

‘ • de Principio Sorbili, five communi mutationum 
Chemicarum Caufa, Quasftionem, an Phlogif- 
ton fit fubftantia, an qualitas, agitans; et al¬ 
teram Ignis Theoriam compledens. Audore 
Ricardo Lubbock , Anglo-Britanno. 8vo. Edin. 
1784. p. 137. 

36. Differt. Inaug. de Submerfis. Audore 
Jacobo M’Donnell, Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 1784. 
-p. 52. v ' 

57. Differtatio Inaug. de Pulfu Arteriarum. 
Audore Alex. Pellifier, Hiberno. 8vo. Edin. 
1784. p. 29. 

58. Differt. Inaug. de Amenorrhoea. Auc- 
tore Thoma Spens, Edinburgenfe. 8vo. Edin. 

I 7 8 4 - P* 33 * . 

. 59, Differt. Inaug. dc Cute et Tadu. Auc- 

torc Laurent. Walfi, Hiberno. 8 vq, Edin. 

1784. p. 40. 
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60. Diflertatio Inaugurals Quasdam de Ty- 
pho Compledtens. Audtore Joann t M'Morran t 
Chir. Hiberno. 8vo. Glafgue, 1784. p. 57. 

61 . Floris Jacobi Voltclen Oratio aditialis de 
Chemias hodiernal pretio rite conftituendo, 
Lugduni Batavorum, in Academica Panegyri, 
a. d. 17 Januarii, 1784, recitata, quum Extra- 
ordinariam Medicine et Chemise publice do* 
cende Provinciam'Solenniter CapelTeret. 4to. 
Ludg. Batav. 1784. p. 53. 

62. Nicolai Paradys Oratio de Diligenti The- 
rapeutices Univerfalis Studio, maximo redte 
medendi inftrumento. Publice habita a. d. 
11 Odtobris, 1784, quum ordinariam Medi¬ 
cine Profeflionem in Academia Lugduno-Ba- 
tava Aufpicaretur. 4to. Lugd. Batav. 1784. 
p. 24. 

63. Experimentum Anatomicum, quo Arte- 
riolarum Lymphaticarum exiftentia probabi- 
liter adftruitur, inftitutum, defcriptum, et icone 
illuftratum, a Jano Bleuland, M. D. 4to. Lugd. 
Batav. 1784. p. 36. 

64. Tentamen Medicum Inaugurate de ufu 
Corticis Peruviani in Morbis Hydropicis. 
Audtore Antonio Henrico van Noohuys , Sylvae 
ducenfi. 4to. Lugdun.Batav. 1782, p.42. 

65. Spe- 



I 


[ 440 ] 

, 65. Specimen Medicum Inaugurate, conti- 

nens Hepatitidis Hiftoriam. Au&ore Martins 
Urbatio Van Yperen. Mofa-Slufenfi. 4to. 

<iun. Batav. 1782. p. 35. 


IN addition to the Cafe of fraftured Scull, deferibed in 
a former part of this volume (page af$), we think 
it right to obferve, that the mode of treatment adopted 
in that cafe was firft fuggefted by Mr. Wilmer, an in¬ 
genious Surgeon at Coventry, in his Cafes and Remarks 
in Surgery, publifhed in 1779. I» that work he contends, 
that it is not abfolutely necclfary to remove any portion of 
the fcalp, even when the fcttll is extenfively fractured ; and 
in proof of this, he obferves. that in feveral cafes of frac¬ 
tured fcull, in which it was neceflary to apply the trephine 
more than once, he has feen the cure accomplifhed, with¬ 
out removing any portion of the fcalp. Mr. Wilmer adds, 
that the wounds were healed in half the time that muft have 
been employed if excifion had taken place ; and that he hag 
feen but one cafe, thus treated, where the exfoliation of the 
bone wa9 neceflary.—The cafe related by our correfpondent 
merits attention, as it affords an additional proof of the fafety 
and efficacy of the method of -cure recommended by Mr., 
Wilmer. 


INDEX.- 


V' 


K ~B 


X. 


A IXIN, J. de laftis fecretione In puerperis, — 

Analogy, botanic, attempt |o recommend the-fludy of, 
Anatomy, fylfem of, from Monro, Winllow, See. •— 

Arvidfon, P. A. de chemix progreflu, - — . — 

B. 

Banks, Sir Jofeph, his RfJiqui&JJwjlonnian^r, . . 

Barclay, J. d« jpflanwnatione. 


-Bartolozei, F. phyliological experiments by, 
Baths, Ruffian, an account of • 1 

Baumer, J. W. fundamenta chcmix, 
lleccaria, Padre, elogjodel, —. 

Beckwith, R. tic morbo pfoadico . ■» 

Bell, Tho. de dixta, ■ zsss ■ 

Bergman, Sir Thorb. outlines of mineralogy, 

, « ■ ■ " -.- . -r — de analyfi lithomargx, 

* ■ i ■ » . - -- terra abfeftina, 

chemix progreflu, 


■ hiiphylical effays, Englilh tranflation of. 


Berkenhout, Dr. J. on the hydrophobia 
Berry, And. de phrenitide vera, — — 

• Bew, Qeorge, his experiments on latent heat, — - 

Blagden, Dr. Charles, on the congelation of quickfilver, 
Bleuland, Janus, de arteriolarum lymphaticarur* exiftentia, 
Bonafidc, F. l’inoculaupne de Vajuolo, — —. 

Bonnet, Charles, ceuvres d’hiitoire naturelle, —— 

Brainbilla, J. A. inftrumentarium ehir argicum, — 

Buchanan, F. de febribus intermiitentibus, — -- 

Butter, D/.JWi^pn arteriotsmy;, —— . r — 

- C. 

Caramel, Mr* cafe of extra-ailcrine foetus ^ . 

Camper, J*. over de lleenen in de piiblaas, — ■ 

• Cavendilh, Henry, on,the congelation of quickfilver, — 

1 Cevadilla^.natural hiftory of, — 

Chambon, de Montaux, M. des maladies des femmes 
Chandler, Dr. B. cafe of a ftone of the bladder, 

. Charfley, Dr. W._£>n the moclalityJiy fevers, 

Chavaffe, N...P.n the cure ol chronic dyfentery, 

Chaulnes, Due. ik,..0Ji the fulible fait of urine, 
Cleghorn,.R,_tle Somno, — » 

a Gierke, J. .de cancro, • — 

Colds and coughs, addrefs to. the public concerning, 

, Collier, J.jlejfebribus intepnittentihus < < 

Comus, Sicur^his experiments in medical ele^trifky, 

Coomby, .A- de fcarlatina cynanchica, •—*- 

Cornene, M.. chemical effaysJby, ~ 

Cribb, W. cafgjpf.luxation of the thigh, -» 

C«Uen, Dr. E. his tranffation of Bergman’s eflays, 
k Vo^.Y, No.JV Xkk 


•. P«g» 

328 

104 

iio 


* 5 J 
4 3.5 
222 

355 

33 6 

lit 

.415 

43.4 

106 

no 

ibid, 
ibid. 
219 
326 

437 

205 

439 

2 22 

33 1 

434 

3*7 




X 


I N I>T E 


Curry,”J. de humorum affimilatione, 
Curtis, W. catalogue of plants, 


Page 

437 

210 


D. 


Daniel, Dr. S. cafe of painful menftruation, — — 183 

Deafe, W. his account of a fatal cafe of ganglion, — 171 

Deaths, — — '' 100,211,318,428 

Denman, Dr. on the fpontaneous evolution of the foetus, 64, 30I 

Dewell, T. philofophy of phyfir, —— - 

Dickfon, S. deSoinno, 


. ji 


Dijon, Nouveaux menr. de l'acad. de, — 

Dillon, P. on the cure of fiftula in anoby cauftic, 

Donly, H de veficantium ufu, — 

Donnell, J. Mac, de fubmerfis, -- 

Donovan, J. de haemorhagia pulmonum, — 

Dropfy, fovereign remedy for, —> ■— - 

Dudley, J. devifu,* . . - - 

Duncan, Dr. his abridgement of Hoffman’s practice of phyiic, 
Durande, M. Flore de Bourgogne, —— 

■ --on the fblvent of gallllones, — 

Durer, Seb. de acidulis freudenthalenfibus, 

Dyfentery, obfervations on, - - — 

E. 

Edmonftone,' W. on the prevention of gonorrheeai, 

Edwards, John, on the efficacy of goofe grafs, 

Elfner, C. F. Beytrage zur fieberlehre, — 

Emmet, Tho. Addis, de acre fixo, — -*■ 

Epilepfy, obfervations on, - 

F. 

Fergus, P. G. de variolis, ■ 1 

Ferris, S. de fanguinis putredine, • . ■— 1 - 

Firenze, conllituzione epidemicadi, — 

Fontana, abM, onpoifons, • 

Fox, E. L. de voce humana, — **•»■ 

Fulhame, T de febre pUerperarum, . ■ 

Fuller, J. hints for reftormg animation, •— 

< (.'»1. 

G. . 

Gall ftones, folvent of, " 1 

Ganglion, fatal cafe of, ~” 

Gardane, M. on the colic of feamen, 

Garlick, W. his account of two diffeftions, 

Gaubius, J. D. anecdotes of, >■ ■ -■-** 

Gerard, J. de differentiis inter feetum et adultum, 

Gillibert, J. on the virtues of certain plants, 

Gout, remarkable cure of, • 1,1 

Gregory, Jac. confpeftus medicinx theoretic*, 

Groat, Rob. de hyfteria, 

(iparaldi, Hieron, opuicula anatomies, < 


104 
434 
133 

39 * 
328 
438 

u 

434 
160 
109 
126, 134 

33 * 

* 37 > 375 


. 43 * 

ibid. 

nz 

■ „ 437 

58, 3 6 * 







INDEX 


H. „ Pag# 

Hamilton, Dr. R. on the efficacy of opium in gangrene, 75, igo 
Harding, Rob. de amenorrhoea, . - . , _ ^z 

Harrifon, Edw. dc opio, — — . — 4,6 

Harwood, Rev. Dr. cafe of, — 

Hemlock dropwort, iadance of its poifouous effc&s, —. 192. 

Hcnderibn, Gul. de vita marina, - 

Henry, Thomas, his experiments on latent heat, —. g^ 

—- - — 1 tranflation of M. Lavoifier’s eflays, — 

Hodfon, Thomas, his obf. on Stern’s medical advice, -- 
Hoffman, F. abridgement of his medicina rationalis fyftematica, 

Hortus Uptonienlis, _ . . 

Houlllon, Dr. Thomas, his account of a mineral fpring at Wigan, 

— obf. on poifont, and on the ufe of mercury ia 


dy fernery. 


1 letter to, from a phyfician in Italy, — 


*59 

*•3 

i6t 

10S 

3 1 * 

374 

419 

292 

2 53 
61 
389 


7-— | j —— - 

Houlllon, William, cafe of injury of the brain, 

Houlfouni reliquix, * - ■ ■ . . - ... 

Howard, John, on the cure of hydrocele by Seton, 

Hulke, William, cafe of remarkable fpafraodic affeftion, 

Hydrophobia,cafes of, and obf. relative to, 85, 220, 3I4, 354, 421 

I. 

Jacob, Edward, cafe of luxation of the os femoris, —. 

Influenza of 1782, account of, —— - 

Jones, William, cafe of a fraftured fcull, —. 

Itch, new remedy for the cure of, —- 

Juffieu, Jofeph de, anecdotes of, »- ■■ ■-, - 

K. 

Kentilh, R, dc phthifi pulmonali idiopathica, -- 

Keogh, D. de iaero, ,, 

Kierman, R.-de Icorbuto, ■ ■ -■ - 

Kippis, Rev. Dr. his life of Sir John Pringle, 

Kirkland, Dr. Tho. on the prefent Hate of medical furgery, 

Kirwan, R, on the attrsflftive ppwer of the mineral acids, 

Kilfam, B. de utero gravido, ——. —, 

' . .. ~ \ 

Landriani, M. on phlogifticated alkali and Pruffian blue, — 

Languth, J. F. de catarrho epidemico A. 1782, -. 

Lauro-cerafus, remarks on, —— . ■ 

Lawfon, J. deCorde, et Sanguinis circuitu, 

Leveling, H. M. de atmofpherse preflione taria, — . 

Lewis, Dr. W. his abridgement of Hoffman’s practice of phyfic, 160 
Lieberkuhn, J. N. diflertauones anatomies, 

Licutaud, Jolepb, anecdotes of, ■ 

Linne, Charles von, fupplemcatum plantarum, 

- - anecdotes of, ■ ■ 

Logan, J. M. de morbo veherco, ■ . 

Lubbock, Ric.. de principio forbili — 

Ludwig, C. F, dc fvsffufionis per acum curaticme 

K k k * 

t ’ • 


3 « 

33?" 

278 

35 °■ 
337 

436 

435 

435 

.40- 

3?4r 

435 - 

22 z 




I N D E XrL 

M. 


Pag* 

162 

108 


Macqueen, Dr. Malcolm, on angina pertoris, ■ ■ 

Magelfafi, J. H. tie, defcription of his glafs apparatus, See 
Magm,tifm, animal, work's relative to, 266, 331, 333, 334. 

—— ...medical, inquiries relative to, ■ " ' 364 

Kla'ton, Bened. pharmacopeia rhanualis, — — 3 

Mann, Abbe^ hiftory’of his recovery from the gouf, •—- 

Maret, M. oh the folvent of gall ftones, ——— 

Martineau,’Mr. cafe of dropfy of the ovarium, *— 

Martinet, M. ob'f. fur les cancer, - — 

Martly, J. F. de Menfbus, ■ — 

Matthews, Stej hen, on hepatic difeafes, _ ■ ■■■■ _ 

Ma.thiis, M* “ e » on *he * ure *hc hydrophobia, - - ■- 

Medefer, M.J. J. de rabie canina, — — 

Merccr» G. depathematibus animi, 

Mefcurv, 


6 
6 
*34 

3 1 5 . 

109 

433 

104 

120 

224 

43 * 


r, its efficacy in dyfenteries depending on adifeafed liver, 375. 
— large quantity of, fwallowed with impunity, — 387 


■ congelation of, papers relative to, 
Michaelis^ Dr. FI on hydrophobia, page 286. 


227, 230, *3j 
On the decuffation 

289 


of the optic nerves ^ 

Moore, James, his method of diminifhing pain in furgical operations, 36* 
letter to M. Macquer, ■■■ ■ ■ iA 

439 


Mofoizo, Count,' his letterI 
Morran, J. Mac, de Typho, 

MoCeati, J. B. metodo per curare l'idropifia, 

... .. .. P. ful fangue fiuido e rappreffo, . —— 4— 

Mofs, William, on.the management of children, 

- ■ -- medical furvey of Liverpool, — — 

Munro, G,.de Tetano, . ■ — ■ — — 

Murphy, J. de iftero, ■ . 

Murfinna, C. L. on the dyfentery, ■■ 

Myfcors , 1 Robertj remarks on a cafe of fraftured fcul% >**• 

. • . j .... ' ' . . , . * » 1 

N. . ... 

Nifmyth; Jf. de afeite, ^ i—aj 

Nerves, reprodbftion of, experiments relative to, — 

—-ft nurture ofj as examined with a microfcopbj —a— 

■ .. Optic, Tfecuflation of in quadrupeds, : — ‘ ■ 

Newman, J. W. on the principles of the medical profeflion, 
Noohuys, A. H. Van, de ufu cort. Perov, in morb, bydropicis, 

• O. ' 

Odier, M. on the hydrocephalus internus, ■■ » 

Owen, Hugo, de contagionc. 


33 * 

223' 

3*4 

3*7 

433 

ibid. 

*37 

a *4 


43 r 

*r 

*5 

289 

105 

439 


P. 


- 3 St 

,rii-v cutty**- 

~ 9 

- ; 329 

......... . 

^ _ _ , academy of lcjences at, ■■ ■ •»/ .^337 

Paterfon, J. de ?vaporatione, —— , . 435 . 

Pcerfon, Dr.G. on the waters of Buxton, 

P’ejlificr, Altx, dfe pulfu arte'riarurn, —— . 


Pain in furgical operations, mode of preventing, 
Palfyn, Jean, ehjge de, — 

Paris, memoirs of the royal medical fociety at. 





I N vD E Xi 


Peter fburgh, memoirs of the Imperial academy ar. 

Pharmacopeia Edinenlis, —. 

Phlogillon, experiments relative to, _ 

Pitcairne, Dr. Arch, life of, — 

Platina, (hewn to be not a perfeft metal, » 

Plenk, J. J, phartnacologia chirurgica. 


Poifacs, obfervations on, 

Potter, J. de fedentarix vitae mails, 

VS • /II T- l • • * . 


Page 

*** 

44 * 

aj* 

3 ** 

34+ 

io» 


_ *’ J 93» 374* 

Prieftley, Dr. T, his experiments relative to phfogifton, — 

Pringle, Sir JohUy anecdotes of, 

Promotions, — . — 98, *og, itb, 434. 

Pulteney, Dr. R. on the poifonous effcfls of hemlock, dropwa/t, ag* 


Quell ions, prize, 


Qc 


7y,8o, 81, 8a, 199* 206, 201, 30g, 310, 4x3, 414 
R. 

Reill, J. C. depolyeholia, ■ - - ■ , a 

Roberts, Benj. cafes of three women inoculated durine rrevnanrv •>«» 

Robertfon, Dr. R. on the jail fever, _ P * T* a?! 

•-— A. G. de hydrope, ■■ T ^ 

Robfahm, C. G. de terra abfeltina, * 3 > 

Rofa, Chevalier, letters concerning his doctrine, - . ,, 

Ryari, Mich, de raphania, — T . ? 

—* ■ Thom, de allhmate fpafmodico, -- 

Rymer, James, onthefcurvy, page 103. On the gout, 434 

$ 

Samoilowitz, M. fur la pelfe, _ 

Sanchez, Antonio Nunes Ribeiro, life of, 


on the Ruffian baths, 


Sarcocele, fpecies of in Senegal, defcribed, 

Schotte, Dr. on the farcocele of Senegal, - - 

*~~~' • — ' fynochus atrabiliofa, _ 

Sheldon, John, hiftory of the abforbent fyflem, 

Sherwin, Mr. on the marine fturvy, -- 

Soaps, acid, ufe of and mode of preparing, __ 

Somers, Edm, de fonis et auditu, -, 

Spens, Thom, de amenorrhcea, - , 

Spleen, cafe of enlargement of - 

Stackens, J. C. Hebammcnuntcrricht in Gefj>rachen, 

Stangcr, C. de fanitate, — r 

Stark, J. de malo hypochoadriaco, — 

Sympathy defended, ,_ ; 

Syanphyfis pubis, feftion of performed, ____ 

Syftnma vegetabilium of Lini^e, Englilh traoflation of, 

T - 

Tana, Count, his eulogy of father Beccaria, 

Thouret, M. on the cranium of the foetus, - __ 

Tiller, M. on-platina, ’" ' - .. ■ 

Toxicodendron, experiments relative to the polfonous cflefts of, 20 
Tiaafafilon?, |lulofophi«a1, * - ... * 29, 22S 

- Viter, 


33°» 33* 
9 * 
35S- 
- 3 * 

- ibid. 

260 

•/ 157 
3*5 
. 35 * 

" r,i 

- atffr 

- 112 

214 

3*3t 41 S 

- 107 


tir 

3 6 * 

344 


/ 



INDEX. 


V. 

Vater, C. de prxfagils vitx et mortis, ■. 

Viper, poifon of, remarks on* ■■ ■- - — 

Vicq D’Azyr, M. obferrations by, — ■ , m 

Vogel, A. F. chirurg. Wahrnehmungen, ■■ 

Voice, organ of, its ft ruff u re, * — — 

Voltelen, F. J. de chemix hodiernx pretio, —— 

U. 

Unthank, J. de Leucophlegmatia, ' ■ 

Urine, fufiblefalt of, manner of preparing it* — — ■■ 

Uterus, gravid, lectures on, .— . 

■ i ■■ —- laceration of, inftances of, . - —. 

W. 

Walker, George, on the minute (hells found near Sandwich, 

Dr. Joihua, on the waters of Harrogate and Thorp arch. 


Fage 

Z £4 

3, 416 

ia 7 p 34t> 

33 ^ 

34 » 

439 


437 

12 * 

328 

424 


2 it 
ibid. 
105 

43 r 

437 

438 

204 

326 

5 °- 


Wall, Dr. Martin, on feleft fubje&s of chemiftry and phyfic. 

Waller, Tho.'de typho, - , -i 

Wallis, Tho. de vermibus intellinorum, . ■ 

Wallh, Laurent, de cute et ta&u, — — —— 

Water, decompofition of, - - 

Webfter, Dr. Charles, his life of Dr. Pitcairne, — 

White, Charier, on*a fwelling of the lower limbs in lying in women, 

1 Dr. Robert, on cancers, - - - 70 

Whitehead, Dr, letter concerning his difpute with a medical fociety, 434 
Wbitehurft 1 John, cafe of palfy cured by eleftricity, — 77 

Wilkinfon, Abr. de eleftricitate, - • — • 434 

Willan, Dr. Robert, cafe of obftruftion of the bowels, — 401 
Wilmer, Mr. his manner of treating fradture of the fcull, —. 440 
Wilfon, Andrew, bn difeafes of children, 105. 

Wilfon, H. B. de Sudore, — ■ ■ ■ ■ — 437 

Withering, Dr, W. his tranflation of Bergman’s mineralogy, 106 

Y. 


Yperen, Us Van, de hepatitide, 

Z. 

Zarda, A. V. pharmaca yegetabilia, 
Zorn, John, plates of medicinal plants, 


— 440 


109 

42 f 


. " ‘ ’ ERRATA. 

In tlJI 4th volume, page 431, for integritatje read int’gritatc — 

In the prefent volume, page 249, line 17, for medicine read mixture; 
and in page 320 our readers are requeftcilto redfify a miftake into 
vfhich we were led by the fimilarity of Chrillian names ■„ it being, as 
we have lately been informed, not Cbrrflian Frederick Ludwig, M. D. 
but his elder brother, Chrijliao Ludwig , M. D. who is deceafed. He 
was bornjn 1743, and Was rhe author of two Di(Fert3tions, printed at 
Leipfic in 1^73 and 1774. The firll of thefe was entitled De jEtbere 
varie moto cauja diverfuath luminum ; and the fecond, De hydrope te~ 
rifrri fut'orum. 
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